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My LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, . 


an event, which, while it reflects im- 


proſperity « of theſe kingdoms, 


az 


[ EMBRAGE this early opportunity | 
of congratulating the Public-upon 


mortal honour on your humanity and 
patriotic ſpirit, will contribute, i in a moſt . 
| eminent degree, to the ſecurity and 


A very conſiderable part of this iſland 5 
Was lying almoſt in a ſtate of nature; 
the riches of its ſhores, tho more im- 
" portaiit 


DEDICATION. 


portant to great national purpoſes than 


the mines of Mexico and Peru, were © 
ſcarcely ſought after, A great body of 

people, having no means of | employ- 

ment, were rendered torpid by i idleneſs: 


they were frequently expoſed to famine; 


and many of them forced, through ne- 

ceſlity, to abandon their barren, but 
beloved wilds. 5. 

a Their grievances] had been Nightly: re- 
preſented 3 in the writings of ſome emi- 
nent men of the preſent age. But theſe 

pictures of diſtreſs, though they might 

7 occaſion a figh | in the breaſt of the hu- | 

8 mane reader, were forgotten amidſt the 5 

OY croud of occurrences which glide away Eo 


_ with time into the gulph of oblividn. 


| | Something farther was neceſſary, ta . 


Ig 11 impreſs the mind more deeply, to awak- 


en 1 the ſenſes : as from a lethargy, and to 


1 


erect 


DEDICATION. SITY " 


erect an eſtabliſhment upon the ſolid 
baſis of virtues, which 1 inall ages have 
been juſtly conſidered as ms glory « 


hum anity. 
When the paſling ads. was — 
delled, collected, and compreſſed within 


— 1 Narrow Point, aided, } in the recital, by 1 


language which came from the heart, 


I "Bb then proved ſufficiently 1 in uniſon with 


the feelings of the times: its effects vs 
were inſtantaneous, and are likely to be- 7 
come permanently and completely ef- 8 

cacious. . 


To vous my Lords and Gentlemen, 


Britain owes the great national acqui= - 
ſition that is before us. To you, the 


; naked, the hungry, and the helpleſs; the 8 


deſponding parent, the huſb and, and the Os 


widow, will look up in tranſports of gra- 
tirude. When neceſſity and deſpair had 
„ thinned : 


VI DED ICATION. 
thinned many diſtricts, and threatened 


more, you voluntarily ſtept forth, with 


the benevolent reſolution to procure 
that relief which the circumſtances of 


the country and the people required. 15 
The Public have caught the generous 5 
| flame, and, from preſent appearances, . 
there is every reaſon to believe, that | 

the year M DCC LXXXVI wk form an 


æra in the Britiſh annals. - : 


1 have the honour to be, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ee 


Win the greateſt reſpedt, 
Your moſt devoted, 


; Humble ſervant, TS 


=_ 3 "Ho 28, was, 1 


DISSERTATIONS 
ON THE 
| are r 


or THE 


H 1 0 H L A N D 8. 


or THE ANCIENT CALEDONIA, AND 
3 THE HEBRIDE ISLANDS. 


L 7 f E N the dan carried their arme 

VV into Britain, x the whole iſland was 
poſſeſſed by three nations, ſprung originally, 
though at very different periods, from 
the Celtæ or the Gael of the continent. 


bri, and the Belgæ. bh hough deſcended 


Theſe. were the Caledonians, the Cim- 3 


* the ſame ſource, their ſeparation into 


different channels was very remote. The 
3 3 _ Gael, 


9 intredp&ion to ) the ie Hiſtory of Great Britain and Ireland, * 
by James Macpherſon, Ef. we 

Critical Diſſertations on the Origin, Anas, Language, 5 
Government, &c. of the aneient Caledonians, their Poſterity 
the Picts, and the Britiſh and Iriſh Scots, by John Macpher- 
n. D. D. Miniſter a Slate, in the Iſle of Sky. 


( viii 13 
Gael, who poſſeſſed the northern Britain, by 


continent before the arts of civil life had 
made any conſiderable progceſs among them, 


| retained: the pure but unimproved language 
of their anceſtors, together with their rude 


ſimplicity of manners. 


The Cimbri and Belge, falling anger the 


. power of the Romans, ſoon after they were 
mentioned by hiſtorians, were loſt i in the ge- 


neral name of Britons. 


In proportion as we travel northward i in 
ancient Britain, the darkneſs which involves , 
the antiquities of 1 its inhabitants, thickens be- 


fore us. TheCimbriand Belgæ, after they were 


comprehended within the pale of the Roman 
dominions, were ſeen diſtinctly; but the more 
ancient inhabitants of the iſland, the Gael, 
appeared only tranſiently, when, in an hoſe 
tile manner, they advanced to the frontiers | 

of the province. The arms of the empire 


4 penetrated, at different periods, into the 


firths; but as theſe expeditions were not 


attended with abſolute conqueſt, and a con- 


5 ſequent ſettlement of colonies, the Romans 
made little inquiry . the ren 


| . 


the name of Caledonia, having paſſed from the 


heart of the country beyond the Scottiſh 


1 = 


1 ty ) 

hiſtory of the natives of the northem 

diviſion of Britain. 

Julius Agricola, who, for ths firſt time, 
. diſplayed the Roman Eagle beyond the 
firths, was not more ſucceſsful in the field 

than he was happy i in an hiſtorian to tranſ- 
mit his actions with luſtre to poſterity.--= 
But even the diſtinct and intelligent Tacitus 


gives but a very imperfett idea of thoſe ene- 


mies, by the defeat of whom his father- in . 
law acquired ſo much reputation. We learn 
from him indeed, that the Caledonians were 


6 moſt ancient inhabitants of Britain; that 
| they were brave and numerous; - that, though . 


overcome in the field by the diſcipline of the 


| // Roman legions, they were far from being re- 


deſerve the name of conqueſt. 
After Agricola was removed from the go- 


5 vernment of Britain, the writers of the em- 


is pire for ſome years loſt ſight of the Caledo- 
nians. The incurſions of thoſe Barbarians 75 


5 _ the province, forced both Adrian and 


Antoninus Pius to conſtruct walls, at an im- 

menſe labour and expence, to exclude their 
ravages. In the reign of Commodus, neither 
* nor the ** abilities and conduct of 

Marcellus, 


[ 


_ duced into any ſubjection which could de- Bo. 


1 
Marcellus, could prevent thend from laying - 
waſte the northern diviſion of the Roman Bri- 
tain, till Severus, about the beginning of the 
third century, carried the war into their coun- 
try with a numerous army. Thus 1s the ſum 
of what the Romans have related concerning 
the Caledonians for near two centuries af- 
ter they were firſt mentioned : to their origin 
and internal hiſtory the writers of Rome 
were equally ſtrangers. oy TY 
This defect in foreign writers, np re- 
gard to the ancient inhabitants of North Bri- 
| tain, is not ſupplied by any authentic monu- 


ments of their own. The Caledonians were 


not more deſtitute of the means of preſerving . 
- their hiſtory 1 in the intermediate century be- 
tween Agricola and Severus, than their poſ- _ 
terity were for a conſiderable time after. the 


OE Romans had relinquiſhed the dominion of 
Britain. The climate and foil of Caledonia 


civilization; and a ferocity of manners, ari- 


were far from being favourable to internal 


1 fing from an uninterrupted ſeries of hoſtili- 


ties, effectually prevented the introduction of 
the arts of civil life from abroad. 
But when the Scots look back with regret 
upon that want of Een which has involved 
3 


n) 

in . obfrurity and fable the origin and hiſtory 
of their anceſtors, they ought to conſider, 

that probably from this circumſtance they 
maintained their national 69-1 

- which they tranſmitted to their poſterity, '_ 
From the united teſtimonies of Tacitus, 


Caledonia comprehended all that country ly- 
Ing to the north of the rivers Forth and 


Dio, and Solinus, we find, that the ancient 5 


Clyde. In proportion as the Silures or £ 


Cimbri advanced towards the north, the 
Caledonians, being circumſcribed within 5 
narrower limits, were forced to tranſmi grate 
into the iſlands which croud the weſtern 
coaſts of Scotland. It is in this period, pro- 
bably, we ought to place the firſt great mi- 
gration of the Britiſh Gael into Ireland; 
that kingdom being much nearer to the pro- J. 


= montory of Galloway and Cantire, than 


many of the Scottiſh iſles are to the con- 
tinent of North Britain.“ 


To the country which the Caledonitns * 


poſſeſſed; they gave the name of Carl dich. 


which is the only appellation the Scots, who 
= "__ the Galic n know for their 


5 
. The . a 8 ww lreland 3 is ends 20 


miles, and between Cantire and that kingdom, 13 miles. 


grated into Britain, and doch, a diſtrict or 
The Romans, by 
tranſpoſing the letter / in Cal, and by ſoft- 
ening into a Latin termination the ch of 
doch, formed the well | known, name of Ca- 


diviſion of a country. 


5 ledonia. 


tribe, which either its ſuperior power or 
military reputation placed at the head of the 


aſſociation, was the general name gon: by 
the Romans to all the confederates. 


Hence it is that the Mæatæ, who with other 
fo tribes inhabited the diſtricts of Scotland lying : 
ſouthward of the Firth, and the Caledonians, 5 
Who inhabited the weſt and north weſt 
. parts, have engroſſed all the glory which be- 
2 longed in common, though in an inferior 
degree, to all the other nations ſettled of old 


in North Britain. It was for the ſame rea- 
ſon that the name of Maate was entirely 
forgotten 


* own a diviſion of Britain. hy is a com- 
pound, made up of Gal or Cazl, the firſt 
colony of the ancient Gauls who tranſmi- 


When the tribes of North Britain v were 

| attacked by the Romans; they entered into | 
aſſociations, that by uniting their ſtrength, SD 

they might be more able to repel the com- . 

mon enemy. The particular name of that 


nation who introduced it. We ſhall now | 
| diſtinguiſh the people of the north by that 


underſtood the nations who, after the depar- 
ture of the Romans, inhabited the welt fide 


forgotten by foreign writers after the third 


century, and that of the Caledonians them 
ſelves hut ſeldom mentioned after the fourth. 


Britains, Caledonians, 


Mæatæ, Barbari- 


ans, are the names conſtantly given to the 

old inhabitants of North Britain, by Tacitus. 

 Herodian, Dio, Spartian, Vopiſcus, = 

other ancient writers. The ſucceſſors of 
theſe Britains, Caledonians, Mæats, and 
Barbarians, are called Picts, Scots, and At- 

tacots, wy fome Roman writers 1 the 6 fourth 
| — 


The origin of as . Scores an : 


Pig, introduced by latter Roman authors, | 
/ has occaſioned much controverſy among the 
ö antiquarians of theſe days. . 
ſiems no to be fully decided by ſome lean- 
d exities of the preſent century, particularly 
by the before mentioned gentlemen, "whole 
knowledge of the Galic bas. a} Hh affiſted 1 
+10 their inveſtigations. - * 


The diſpute 


The term Attacots diſappeared with mY 5 


of Scots and Picts. By the Scots is to be 2 


1 


7 xiv 4 


lands and the Lowlands. 


The Pitts poſſeſſed all the eaſt country, 
which was the moſt fertile part of North Bri- 
The two nations, though originally 
one people, were continually at war with 
one another, or with the Britains, and after- 
wards the Saxons of the ſouth oe of: _ 
: _ Hand. as 
At laſt hs Scottiſh | arms penile, over 
; the Pits, when North Britain was united 
under one monarch in the year 843, whoſe 
deſcendants have ſwayed the crown to the 
preſent time, The names of Picts and Pict- 
land, were now loſt in thoſe of Scots and 
Scotland; but a new diſtinction aroſe in af- 
ter ages. The inhabitants of the moun 

taineous parts were called Highlanders, while 
5 thoſe who lived in the more fertile and le- 

85 vel countries were known by the general = 

name of Lowlanders. Theſe diſtinctions ſtill 
remain; but the Highlanders continue __— 
| ſpeak the ancientCeltic language] in its purity, 
and to retain their ancient vigour, bravery, 


tain, 


bodily, a and 6 nyt of e. ER 
The 


of that kingdom, including both the High- 


EW} 
The Lowlanders are a mixture of the an- 
cient Caledonians, the original ſtock of the 


- country, with ſouthern Britains, Saxons, 


and modern Engliſh. The Highlanders are 
ſtrangers to the national name of Scots ; they 


call the Low Country people Albinich, or the 
inhabitants of Albin. To the Engliſh they 
give the name of Safſenachs, or the Saxons ;. 
and their . Sefen, the land of the a 
R 355 
Theſe two -pi6viple, though compoſing” = - 
0 nation, and governed by one line of princes | 
through a long ſeries of ages, continued in 
ſome degree hoſtile to one another, and ſel- 
dom aſſimulated in any one circumſtance, 
excepting their mutual exertions in defence 
of their country and liberties, which they 
carried on with incredible ſteadineſs, perſe- 
verance, and ſucceſs, from the firſt invaſion 
of the Romans, to the union of the two 


Britiſh crowns. 


The moſt formidable and Maped _ on 
vaders of that kingdom, after the fubverſion . 
5 of the Roman empire, were the various 

iq tribes of the northern ive, known by the : 
CE EE ads K name 


5 i 4 : | | e | | 
: o * 
— — — — — — 6 . 
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name of Keftertions. Danes, and Norwegi- 
ans. The country which they inhabited was 
the ancient Scandinavia, now Sweden Den- 
mark, and Norway. 
The produce of their mountains being 
inſufficient for the ſupport of their in- 
creaſing numbers, great bodies of men ven- 
= tured boldly acroſs the main ocean, in ſearch 
1 of better countries. Their firſt attempts 
| - were made, it may be ſuppoſed, againſt that 
TD part of Britain which lies neareſt to the con- 
tinent. This was the north-eaſt coaſt of 
_ Scotland, between which (at Peterhead) 
and the Naze of Norway, the diſtance s 
only 85 leagues, or 255 miles. 
Ihe appearance and the fertility of that 
pr coaſt would naturally lead them to more 
diſtant enterprizes. They extended their 
ravages on every ſide, from the Thames to 
5 the Orkneys; they reſolutely ventured pon 
 - the Pentland Firth, the moſt dangerous navi- Z 
- gation in the northern ſeas; they doubled 
Cape Wrath; fell upon the helpleſs illands 
of the Hebrides; and from thence they paſ- 
fed ſouthward to Heland, which they pair 
ſubdued. 


The 


during the two laſt reigns,. laid a clai 


n 
The people of the Hebrides ** to have 
| been governed by their on chiefs or petty 
rrguli, with a dependance upon the crown of 
Scotland, from the fourth till nearly the end of 
the eleventh century, when they fell into the 
hands of the Name, in . loving | 
manner. 

About the middle of the 28 century, 
Duncan king of Scotland being murdered by 
his couſin Macbeth, who on that event mount - 
Do ed the throne, Malcolm and Donald Bane, 


0 the two ſons of the late king, fled; the eldeſt 


into England, and the youngeR, into the 
Hebride Ifes. ---, -: .- iq 
Seward, Earl of Wande bed 8 h 


| command of Edward the Confeſſor, affiſted 


Malcolm in recovering the crown from the 
uſurper, whom he defeated and killed. py 
Sometime after Malcolm' s death, Donald | 


m to the 


| throne of Scotland, in oppoſition to his bro—- 

ther's children, and to ſecure the ſame, he en- 
tered into an alliance with Magnus king of 
Norway, to whom he ceded the Hebrides, in 

conſideration of aſſiſtance to be — him 


"= ſupport « of his 223 


his brother, who had reſided i in the Hebrides : 


' . — — ͤ—e — * a 
o —_— ——— — — — . ATT AD 4 $r0ke 1 RP os 


( wil) 

EY 1 098, VIE arrives with a powerful 
armament on the weſtern coaſt of Scotland, 
falls upon the iſlands with mercileſs 8 
ſeizes the cattle, burns the dwellings, and de- 
ſtroys the inhabitants. Many of thefe unhap- 
py people fly, ſome to Cantire, and others to 
Ireland: Magnus purſues them to both coun- 
tries, carries fire and ſword wherever he goes, 
ſubdues the Iſle of Man, makes an attack 
upon the Iſle of Angleſey, receives preſents 
from the Welch, who are glad to purehaſe his 
friendſhip, ſends his ſhoes to Mureard, king 
of Ireland, and commands him under the 
pain of his diſpleaſure, to carry them on his 
- ſhoulders, in the preſence of his ang 
don the anniverſary of Chriſt's nativity. The 
Iriſh nobility receive this infolent meſſage witk 
: becoming ſentiments of difdain and indigna- 
tion: But Mureard tells his friends that he 
would eat the ſhoes of the Norwegian mon- 


arch rathei than ſee any one . in bre. 
land deſtroyed. . 


e particulars are copied, fron ** poems 
| of two Norwegian bards who — 


nus in this memorable ped * 
| The Norwegians divided the Hebride Wands 
' into two parts, agreeably 10 their fityation, _ -/ 


Cn 


and appointed a governor to each. To the 


. theſe diviſions. Theſe, with the Iſle of Man, FF 


ſouthern diviſion they gave the name of Su- 

dereys, and to the northern diviſion, that of 
| Nordureys. The point of Ardnamurchan in 
Argyleſhire was the boundery that ſeparated 


and the narrow peninſula of Cantire, com- 
1 5 nw the N kipgdogs of Man and 

; 'T * ſouthern n of the Hehoides.: was 
, woke more conſiderable than the northern. 
The ſeat of government was fixed in the for- 


of Man, and ſent deputies into the Nordu- 
reys, Who reſided either in Sky, or in the 
Lewis. Theſe governors or viceroys were 
ſometimes Norwegians, and more frequently 
natives of the iſles. = 
Alexander II. king of Scotland, a with * 7 
: powerful prince, having i in vain attempted to 
Tecover the Hebrides by negotiation, equipped | 


mer: The kings kept their court in the Iſle mY 


EO fleet with A determined reſolution of driving - 


the Norwegian uſurpers out of his dominions. 
But while he lay on the coaſt of Harris he was 


1 ſeized with a fever, of —— he died at Ber- — | 


nera. 0 >the Fea 1249- 
nt * a 


* 
” : ” 
n 
Alex- 
* 8 . 
" as. 


( xx 
Alexander III. takes the moſt effectual 
meaſures to recover the iſlands, and to revenge 
his father's death. He ſends a ſquadron, under 
the command of the earl of Roſs, to reduce 
the ſmall iſles: Haquin, king of Norway, fails 
in 1263, to Shetland, and from thence to the 
Orkneys, then a part of his dominions, where 
he joins his fleet. From thence he proceeds 
to the * irth of Clyde, where he diſembarks 
i 20, oo men at a place called the Largs, gives 
battle to the Scottifh army, by whom he re- 
ceives a complete defeat, with the loſs of two 


— thirds of his forces“. Upon this deciſive event 


he retums to the Orkneys, where, deing overs 
whelmed with grief, he expires ſoon after. 
In this manner were the Hebride Iſlands 
re- annexed to the Scottiſh crown, after they 
| had been 2 to n above 160 years. 
Between - 
Z „The intrenchinents of the Norwegian camp may ſill be 
4 traced along the ſhore of this Place. The Scottiſh comman- 
ders who fell in battle were buried in a riſing ground near 


the village. Three or four perſons were buried in one grave; 
on each fide of which was a large flat ſtone; thele, with a 


ſtone at each end, fupported à larger one whick lay over the 
grave at the height of ſome feet. Some years ago, the pro- 


| Prietor of the field demoliſhed theſe repoſitories of the dead, 5 


leaving only one, which ſerves to give an idea of the whole 
The inhabitants of this place are well acquainted, from tradi- 
tion, with the particulars of the battle. They likewiſe de- 


ſcribe the. Place where it was fought, and _ out — en- 
_ campments, 


* 


(= 
Between this period and the reign of James 155 


III. theſe iflands proved no great acqui- 


ſition to the ſtrength of Scotland, neither did 
they contribute towards the ſupport of the 


State. 

The decendants of che Hebridean viceroys 
under the Norwegian government, exerciſed a 
regal power, and ſometimes aſſumed the royal 
title; but they are more often ſtiled in hiſtory, 
the Earls of Roſe—Lords of 1 the 1 the 
, Great Macdonald. = 

Theſe chiefs frequently embroiled the king- 


dom of Scotland in civil commotions, and 
transferred their allegiance to the kings of 


England, by whom they were kept in pay. — 
John, the laſt of theſe great lords, after at- 
tempting to ſubvert the government of his 
country, loſt the earldom of Roſs, in the reign m 
of James III. but was permitted to retain 
Knapdale and Cantire; and was inveſted anew 
with the lordſhip of the iſles, to hold them of 
the king by ſervice RR. 

Their power being thus broken, the inferior 
chieftans, who had been long the obſequious 
vaſſals of this family, embraced ſo favoura- 


ble an opportunity of aſſerting their liberties, 
procured new rights to their eſtates, and 


proved from thence forward more tractable * 
b 3 275 DE= 


5 lands, long before the Romans appeared in 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ä AND OR Ku 
NEY ISLANDS, BY ANCIENT 4a. 55 


"HOUGH the following accounts are 


very imperfect, they afford ſufficient 
evidence. of the population of the Hebride 


Iſlands, and conſequently of the Weſt Hi gh- 


. North Britain. Pythias, a Maſſilian, boaſted 
that he had travelled over all the Northern divi- 

ſion of Europe, to the very extremities of the 
world: 2 * N ſtory not to be credited, "oe  fays | 

Strabo, « though Mercury himſelf had told 

6”. pretended to have viſited Britain 

in the courſe of his peregrinations, and with 

| great gravity gives a circumſtantial, though 


partly fabulous deſcription of that iſland. He 
fay s that he made a voyage to Thule, _ 


remoteſt iſland belonging to Britain, at the 


| diſtance of fix days failing from it, in the 


ſkirts of the Frozen Ocean.* It was a place, _— 
according to him, which was neither earth, 
ſea, nor air, but ſomething like a . 


808 


4, nee the Thule of the td; 
Shetland Lilands, mH 


- x - * n 8 ' 
-J . £ 
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(rij 3 gy 
of all of them, ſomething. reſembling; to 


uſe his own expreſſion, the lungs of the ſea: 
Yet this writer has ſome remarks an the 
climate of the Hebrides* that merit credit. 
Hie mentions the unfavourableneſs of the fky, 
that prohibits the growth of the finet fruits; 
and ſays, that the natives are obliged to carry 
their corn under ſhelter, to beat the grain 
out, leaſt it ſhould be ſpojle by the want of 


| ſun ſhine, and violence of the rains, A mo- 


nent writer Who deſcribes the 


channels between them. 8 
1 1 remarkably juſt. He is leſs. accurate in his 


dern writer could not give a more * de- 

_ ſeription of that climate. 
The geographer Mela, who was cotem · 
porary with the emperor Claudius, is the 5 


iſlands. He mentions the Orkneys, and 
ſays they were thirty in number, with narrow 
This account is 


account of the Shetland Iſlands, which he i 


> ſeven. · He is ant reſpecting th the Hebride 
” Wands, | Nate 


ah 4 Pliny , 


[*Ths name bes weten 1 
Ebudae, and the modern name is Hebride. This variation aroſe, in 
the opinion of Dr. Macpherſon, from an error of a tranſcriber, 
who changed the u into ri. The ancient name of the 
Orlneys was Orcades, = 5 


calls the Aemodoe, and limits their number — | 


111 
Pliny the Elder, is the third who mentions 
the northern iſlands. He makes the num- 
ber of the Orkneys to be ee and of the 
Hebrides to be thirty. 
Solinus, the ſuppoſed cotemporary with 
Narr is the next after Pliny. He reduces 
the number of the Hebrides to five: He ſays 
that, the inhabitants were unacquainted : 


* with corn; that they lived only on fiſh 


« and milk; that they had one king, as the 
iſlands were only ſeparated from each other 
. by narrow ſtraits. That their prince was 
* bound by government, to do juſtice ; and 
was kept within bounds by poverty; being 
8 ſupported by the public, and allowed no- 
. thing that he could call his o,n; not 
even a wife; but he was allowed free 
4 choice by turns, one out of every diſtrict, 
of any female that gained his affeQtions ; 
: which deprived him of all ambition about 9 
= ſucceſſor.” . 3 
m— probable that this . meant the - 
| wb Iſland only, which is compoſed. of five 
principal iſlands, called Lewis, North Uiſt, 
- Benbecula, South Uiſt, and Bara, ſeparated 
from each other by narrow channels. OY 


| Prolemy 


Py 


1 5 


(im) , 

Ptolemy, the famous Egyptian geographer, 
mentions the. fame number, which he 
calls the Weſtern Ebudae, the Eaſtern Ri- 
cina, Maleos, Epidium, by which, in Cambden' 8 
opinion, he meant the modern Sky, Lewis, 
Racline, on the northern coaſt of Ireland. 5 
Mull and Ilay. „ — 
VWirriters of the middle: ages 1 com- 
pute the number of the Hebride Iſlands at 


5 thirty-two, and the old natives make them Lo 


only twenty- four. 1 he difference among 
authors in this reſpect is no argument of in- 
"0 accuracy; ſome included the great iſlands 


only, in their deſcriptions ; others extended 5 


their calculations to the inferior illands alſo. : 


POETRY 
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and againſt their authenticity. This contro- 
verſy has been honoured with ſeveral reſpec- 
table names, among whom are Dr. Blair, 


15 Lord Kaims, and Dr. Johnſon. 4 


POETRY OF THE ANCIENT CALEDONIANS, 


Px ak ancient _ youtry and Gas in 
the Galic language, reach to the days of 


Fingal, a celebrated Caledonian hero, cotem- 
porary with the Romans in Britain. Moſt 
of them are attributed to Oſſian the ſon of 


that monarch, and much has been ſaid for 5 


The proper writers, however, for diſcuſ; 5 


ing this ſubject, are the natives of the 
1 Highlands, Who from their knowledge of . 
the ancient Galic, the traditions, proverbs = 
and ſayings of the people, the names of 
5 places, waters, iſles, caves, mountains, and 
5 other circumſtances, have a great advantage 
over Engliſhmen, or Low Country Scotſmen, _ 
in the diſpute. The former ſpeak from 
- facts, the latter from conjecture, 


Tt is faid, that a ſplendid edition of Oflian' 8 


works is now printing in the original lan- 


guage, under the care of the learned tranſlator, 


| who will probably enter the field of contro» 


verſy with many new lights, and with re- 
doubled 


— 5 wry oe ed — 
* +369 a ALS — ——— be. no eo Lad — = Ss. 22 — 


(xv) 
doubled vigour. Among other materials he 
will find conſiderable aſſiſtance in a new work, 
publiſhed in 1780, from which I ſhall give 
the following extract. \ 

« The learned Dr. Jokpfon foypoles the | 
Caledonians to have been always a rude and 
- illiterate people, who had never any written 


Rs language. But this aſſertion is manifeſtly. = 
without foundation ; for 1 we can Rill produce 1 


. number of old manuſcripts i in the Galic lan- 
guage. When the Druids, who ſpoke this 
tongue, and were by no means unlearned, . 
had been driven from the reſt of Britain, 
thoſe of Caledonia took up their reſidence 6 
in Iona, one of the Hebrides, where they had 
a college, and lived and W mala. till 


d 


. Gatic Abthtquities: conüiſtiag of a Liftory, of the Druids 
particularly of thoſe of Caledonia; a diſſertation on the 


authenticity of the poems of Offian ; and a collection _. 
ancient Poems, tranſlated from the Galic of Ullin, Offian, 


Orran, &c. _ By uw. 2 miniſter of n Ar- = 
_ pyleſkire.. EN 


"The Rev. Mr. MNicholl, of Liſmore; Mr. John Clarke, of - | 


. Edinburgh, tranſlator of the Caledonian Bards, and ſeveral 
offierjudges of the Galic Language, have alſo taken a zealous 
part on a ſubjeft, which, if the opinion of a Low Country 
Z traveller in * 1 may be allowed to have the 
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* were diſpoſſeſſed by St. Columba i in the 
fixth century. For ſeveral ages after that 


period, Iona was one of the moſt famous 
ſeats of learning which this, or any of the 


neighbouring kingdoms could boaſt of; and 


the language in which almoſt all this learning 
was retained, and written, was the Galic. The 
difference between this and the Iriſh, which 
the doctor and ſome others lay ſo much ſtreſs 
: upon, is of no very ancient date. The lan- 
guage of Columba, who had his education in 
the Iriſh ſchools, appears, from what remains 
ol his compoſitions, to have been pure Galic; 
and the elegy of his Bard over the famous 
Iriſh champion Murcha M acbrian, of an 
= older date, is no leſs ſo. From this identity | 
of the language during ſo many ages, and 
from the conſtant intercourſe between the 
two countries, it may be inferred, that any 
cultivation which the language received Was 
common to both kingdoms. 


« To theſe obſervations I add a a ** facts, 6 


5 prove that we had for a long time back a 7 3 
written language. In the Iſland of Mull, in 
the neighbourhood of Iona, there has been 


from time immemorial, till very lately, a ſuc- 5 


a of __" or Graduate Doctors. in a 
Is family | 


= (xk 1 
77 : family of the name of Maclean, ”” whole 
| writings, to the amoubt of a large cheſt full, 
were all wrote in Galic. What remained 
of this treaſure was, not many years ago, 
Y : bought up as a literary curioſity, at the de- 
ire of the duke of Chandos, and is ſaid to 
( periſhed in the wreck of that noble- 185 
man 8 fortune. 1 
40 Lord Kaims (Sketches, B. 1. * men- 
tions a Galic manuſcript of the firſt four 
Books of Fingal, which the tranſlator of 
| Offian found in the Ifle of Sky, of as old i i 
date as the year 1403. Juſt now I have inn 
my poſſeſſion a mutilated treatiſe of phyſic, e 
and another of anatomy, with part of a ca- 
lendar, belonging probably to ſome ancient 
: monaſtery, all in this language and character. 5 
Theſe pieces, when compared with others of 
a later date, appear to be ſeveral centuries 
LY. old. 1 had the uſe of another equally an- +. 
N cient from Capt. M<Lauchlan, of the 5 5th To 
giment. It conſiſted of ſome poems mb 
ological diſcourſe. From theſe obſervations = ol 
and facts, it clearly appears, that ever Ss - 
Wi the time of the Druids, the Galic has been 3 
„ always a written language. r no 


21 
my 
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Fs We now 15885 continues Mr. Smith, 


to thoſe cauſes, to which we owe, for ſo 
many ages, the preſervation of Oſſian. Of 


theſe, the inſtitution of the bards deſerve our 


to watch over the poems of Offian. In every 


family of diſtinction, there was at leaſt one 
principal bard, and always a number of 
diſciples, who vied with each other in having 
_ theſe poems in the greateſt perfection; ; fo 
that if a line was added, 
out by any one, another would not fail 
to ſhew his zeal and ſuperiority, by cor- 
recting him. T hey had likewiſe _— 
opportunities, in attending their chiefs to 
other families, of meeting in crowds and 
rehearſing theſe poems, which, at home or 
abroad, were night and day their employ- 5 
ment. Should the inſtitution of the bards 
laſt for ever, the poems of Oſſian could never 


Nor 


firſt notice. In a country, the only one per- 
baps in the world, in which there was always, 

from the earlieſt period to almoſt the preſent 

age, a ſtanding order of poets, wie cannot 

5 reaſonably be ſurpriſed, either at finding ex- 
cellent poems compoſed, or, after being com- 
poſed, carefully preſerved from oblivion. A 
great part of the buſineſs of this order was 


altered, or left 
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Families who were here concerned. 
vaſſal, equally fond of the ſong with his fu- 
| perjor, entertained himſelf in che fame man- 
ner; and all, under his influence, by contri- 
buting to his amuſement in this way, were 
ſure of obtaining his favour. 4 
life free from care, a ſpirit unbroken by la- 
bour, and a ſpace of time unoccupied by-any 
| other employment or diverſion, contributed to 
render the Highlanders a nation of ſingers 


5 compoſitions, they would naturally be led to 
make compariſons | of their merit. This 

would form their taſte better than all the rules 
ok che eritics. The conſequence of this 
taſte would be a predilection in favour of the 


poems of Oſſian; the ſuperior merit of which 
Was ſufficient to procure them immortality 8 


from a people leſs addicted to the tale and the 
ſong * were the Hi * of ao 


: . 


. 8, that can be ſuppoſed, helped to preſerve 


wo! the- country, and ſuch. fidelity to the : 


„ 6 naxi * | - 
Nor were they only the bards of great 
- The 


This, with a 


and poets. From the recital of a variety of 


* a TY indeed, private or ub 7 


theſe- remains of antiquity. They inſpired 
fuch a brave and martial ſpirit, ſuch love 


chief, 
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chief, as made it much the intereſt of the 
chieftans, or body politic, to preſerve them: 
For this reaſon, probably, no leſs than for 
their entertainment, were they led to keep * 
family bard. To the poems of Oſſian we 
may attribute a good ſhare of that martial 
ſpirit and enthuſiaſm for war, till of late, 
ſo remarkable in the iſlands. This ſpirit 
flouriſhed with the poems of Oſſian, and, 
in a great meaſure, it died with them. 
It was likewiſe the intereſt of the reli- 
gious to preſerve theſe compoſitions. They 
well knew how nearly the morality of an 
people is connected with the ſongs which 
they are continually repeating. The human 
heart, they knew, muſt always draw a tinc- 
ture from thoſe ideas which it is not only 
much converſant with, but which come 
alſo recommended with the united charme 
of muſic and poetry. To this it is owing, 
that, in all religions, ſinging the praiſes _ 
ſuperior Beings, or of the Supreme, made 
a conſiderable part of the worſhip, in hopes 3 
; the mind, by the contemplation | _ 
ſuch perfections, might naturally be led to | 
their imitation. And on the ſame princi- 
ple, Poem or ſopgs that breathed. ſuch ſen- 
timents "i 


| timents of juſtice, generoſity, humanity, 
and every great and amiable virtue, de- 
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ſerved no leſs from the preachers of the 


nobleſt morality, than to be encouraged and 
regarded. They were too wiſe to do other- 
wiſe ; eſpecially as the mythology of thoſe 
poems laid a proper foundation for ſuch ſu- 7 
perſtructures as thoſe prieſts were ſome- 
times fond of building. One ſhould rather 
think they would be diſpoſed to add ſome- 
thing to the poems of Oſſian, than to take 
any thing away from them. But ſuch a 
number of bards as guarded them, made Þ 
impoſſible to do the one or the other. As 
it was the intereſt of the churchmen and 
chieftans to preſerve the poems of Offian, 
it was alſo the concern of the vulgar. Every 
_ clan boaſted its deſcent from ſome or other 
of the heroes whom theſe poems celebrate; 
and this was enough to recommend them, 
3 although the poetry had not been ſo excel. 
lent. Their being likewiſe ſo often addreſſed 
to ſome Son of the Rock,” by whom was 
underſtood ei ither the tutelar ſaint of the place, 3 


Or ſome of the firſt miſſionaries of Chriſti- 


anity, never failed, till men grew more in- 


different about religion, to procure them the 
__ — 


which antiquaries rieed not be told of, when 
they trod it. Every mountain, rock, and 
tiver, around them, were immortalized in 
ſong. This ſong the very fight of theſe ob- 
jects would forcibly ſuggeſt, and every one 
would naturally hum it as he walked along. 
All the proverbs and cuſtoms to which theſe _ 
poems gave riſe, 
manner, whenever they were heard. 
; ſon would aſk what they meant, and the fa- 1 
ther with pleaſure would tell hm. 
4 On this head we may alſo obſerve, 8 
the Highlanders, being ahways a diſtinct and 
unſubdued people, contributed greatly to pre- 
| ſerve their cuſtoms, traditions, and poems. ” 
ID Their ſouthern neighbours ſometimes preſſed 
on them from the one fide, and the Danes 
often harraſſed them on the other; but till 
they kept poſſeſſion of their mountains'; and, 5 
like a bow that has been held bent only by 
force, took the firſt opportunity of recovering 
their former ſituation. And as the country 
in general, ſo every particular part of it, had 


higheſt veneration. We may 0 obſerve, 


that every hill and dale they walked over was 
claſſic ground. They felt an enthuſiaſm 


would operate in the fame 


its moe inhabitants. The ſame 2 rom 


5 unfluctuated ſtate in which the Galic lan- 


of Oſſian: whereas, in Ireland, where the in- 


one generation to 1 lived in the ſame 
valley, and became almoſt as much a part of 
it as the ſtream that watered it. This would 
produce an uncommon aft achment to the 
place, and to the ancient ſong that- ſpoke of 
it; which would, on all occaſions, make a 


part in their entertainment. 5 How generally = ” 0 


3 theſe poems were repeated is manifeſt from the 


guage has remained finee the zr& of their 
compoſition. 'D hey always formed a ſtandard. 
with which all ranks of people, in all parts of 
the country, were familiar; and from-whieh, 


while i it was ſo well known, their ſtyle could — 


never greatly deviate.” Hence a Highlander 
ſtill underſtands almoſt every line in the poems = 


habitants did not remain ſo unmixed, and 


+ 2 tongue | from the gate Gale, and 
from theſe poems, than a different dialect. 
2 This obſervation is likewiſe no Sbbeſi- 

A dab argument for the antiquity and pods: 
| ticity of theſe poems: that the Galic language, 
- 5 and diſtinct, ſepa - 

N rated 


ad 


iD where this flandard was not fo 7 pee at= — 
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5 rated by ſo many ſeas, mountains, heaths, 
foreſts, and having little or no commerce or 
communication with each other, ſhould, " 
notwithſtanding all this, remain for fifteen 
hundred years ſo little corrupted or varied 
as to appear ſtill like the language of almoſt 
one family, is difficult to account for on any 
other ſuppoſition than that of their having all 
one common ſtandard. Every body knows 
how faſt the Engliſh language fluctuated till 
ſuch a ſtandard was formed * the tranſlation ; 
of the ſcriptures. 
Having aſſigned ſo many cauſes for the 
preſervation of the poems of Oſſian, whilſt 


oy _ theſe cauſes operated ; we now proceed to ac- 


count for their being i in a great meaſure loſt ſo 
ſuddenly. 
. have not the while of =_ 
5 poems of Offian, or even of the collection 
_ tranſlated by Mr. Macpherſon, we allow: 
yet ſtill we have many of them, and of almoſt 
all a part. The building is not entire, but 
we have ſtill the grand ruins of it. - 

Within a century back, the Highlands of 
Scotland have undergone a greater revolution 
chan for ten centuries before that period. 
With a x quicker = the toudes ſyſtem va» 
. 12 N niſhed ; 5 


i i 1 . 
; ; 
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niſhed ; property fluQuated ; new laws. and 
new cuſtoms ſtepped in, and ſupplanted. the 
old ; and all this with ſuch ſudden and ſuch 
violent convulſions, as may well account for 
the ſhaking of a fabric, which before ſeemed 
do defy time, and ſtood the wonder and de- 
light of ages, Even fince Mr. Macpherſon 2 
gathered his collection, the amuſements, em 
ployments, and taſte, of the Highlanders, are 
9 much altered. A greater attention to come 
5 mere, aggriculture, and paſturage, has quite 
engroſſed that partial regard, which was paid. 
even then, to the ſong of the bard. In twenty 
5 years hence, if manners continue to change 
ſo faſt as they do at preſent, the fainteſt traces 
ſhall ſcarcely be found of our ancient tales and 
92 poems. « Oſſian himſelf is the laſt of his 
nw and he too ſhall ſoon be no more ; Fe 
> « his grey branches are already ftrewed on a 
y” _ wn. nd, 
0 Among the cauſes Which mike our an- 

cient, poems. vaniſh ſo rapidly, poverty and , 
the iron rod ſhould, in moſt places, have a 

large ſhare. From che baneful ſhade of theſe — 
murderers of the muſe, the light of the fong* 
muſt faſt retire. No other reaſon need be 
E aſked, why the preſent Highlanders neglect ſa 
| : 8 3 N muck 


\ 


n 


3 4 en ) 8 
uch the ſongs of their bade One the 
Hiinible;' but happy vaſſal, ſat at his caſe, at 
the foot'of his grey rock'or green tree. Few 
were his wants, and fewer ftill his cares; for 
he beheld his herds ſporting around him on 
His then untrjcaſured mountain. He hurimed 
the careleſs ſong, and tuned his harp with | 
Joy, while his foul in ſifence bleſſed his chief. 
tan no. I _ being to draw the compa: 
riſptr ; BI £00: 4 425 


up el | 
bt "Sell Cynthits amen £ 


Vell, et admonuit.” SRIPTERT 74:1} er 55 7 


11 1 wich very different foctings that Ts men- 
oY tion, AS, another x reaſon for the neglect of theſe . 
and other ancient traditions, the growth of in- 

duſtey , (wþich fills 1 up. all the blanks of time 


to better advantage, and eſpecially the increaſe . 


5 of 1 mor © uſeful knowledge. 3 


©" Ab ove all, the extinction of the order as 


= the bards 1 haſtencd the r of Offi Jan 's 


5p wars Canronald at Glaſgow, i i Ni Weſt * 


oc 
I Wars 


MW 
down G our times i in 2 very. advanced Life. 8 
e * ni 


* Uster Bbds Wissens meg in \ 1586, to 


and ſome other mariuſcripts, accounts for his 


. remains already ſhewn. 


” ona did the man Who would not believe that 
es wer they had, in | that te ny. we - 


His favourite 0 15 dad to lave been ho 
poems of Oſſian. When age was coming 
on, memory beginning to fail, and no ſucceſ- 
ſor likely to appear, he had ſo many of them 
as he moſt admired, committed to wtiting. 
Buy a happy coiticidence, Mr. Macpherſon EF 
| overtook this bard, and got his treaſure. This 
fact, with the red boot, formerly mentioned, 


bhhaving theſe poems in greater number and 
perfection, than they could ever ſince be met 


ful ſearch, the beſt, though not, perhaps, the 


it is probable, would not produce, in refolved 
| ſeeptics, any more convittion fa —_— 


| Thoſe gentlemen, Mii, « * as 950 . 
to ſatisfy them in this manner, might as well 
give them up with a ſmile, as the people of 


ww be, 8 Yn = EO viſto] him at Ben- 3 


with. Were there any inducement, however, 3 = 
1 adequate to the labour and expence of a care- 


largeſt, part might ſtill be found; yet 4 9 


| becula, ſaid, that he would ſhow me a number of manuſcripts —@ | 


— which hed bern loog in the . 


cathedral ; for this . * becauſe he 
could ſee nothing but the ruins of a building, 
which, for ought he knew, he ſaid, mi ght 
never have had a roof upon it. 

1 Having, continues our author, ſaid ſo 
much for the authenticity of the poems tranſ- 
| lated by Mr. Macpherſon, it may be proper 
now to give ſome account of the few that 
follow. Early ſtruck with the beauty of ſome 
of themin the original, and finding that they 
had eſcaped the inquiries, of the able and in- 
genious tranſlator of Offian, whoſe reſearches 


” were chiefly confined to the more northern 


parts of the Highlands, I began to collect 


them for1 my own amuſement. Beyond 1 


5 had no further view, till the tranſlation of 
nents, at the defire of ſome 


two ſhort fra 
gentlemen, who compoſed a Galic Society in 
| Glaſgow, were given to the Meſſrs, Foulis of 


dat place, and printed by them about ten 


i years ago, accompanied with a recommenda- 
tion to the tranſlator to purſue the inquiry. 5 
A few other pieces of them happened to fall 
into the hands of a lady of diſtinguiſhed taſte, 
who ſhewed them, partly in the tranſlation, 
and partly i in the original, to ſeveral judges of 
etry in both the + languages, who wiſhed to 
* 5 


| hopes of ſucceſs. 


inland and mountainous part of the country, 


_— ) 
pre as many as could be got of hm ©) 
from ſinking into oblivion. ; 
«« By theſe circumſtances, i ina great meaſure 
accidental, I was induced to beſtow more at- 
tention upon collecting as much as I poſſibly 
could of the ancient Galic poetry. In this 
| taſk; however, I engag'd with very moderate 
The more weſterly. part of 
the Highlands and iſles, the only comer of 


| the field which had not formerly been reaped, = bh 


did not promiſe any thing of a rich harveſt. 


Upon examining, however, into the more 


7 many pieces were found of no inconſiderable —— 
merit, though few of them were e either _ 


or uncorrupted, 
What heed] in this caſe the moſt Bis 
| expedient, was to collect, from different ; 


der to ſupply | the defects, or rectify the miſ- 


was happily ſeconded by my ſituation; ; having 


f be 2 


quarters, as many editions as poſſible, in or- 


takes of one by the help of another. This, Do 
| for ſeveral years, was my object, in which I 


reſided for a conſiderable time in various parts 

of the weſt Highlands, particularly on the 
eſtates of Argyle and Breadalbane in that 

8 Ld, ; where a mountainous ſituation, or a 


T3 

les ri ese exertion of power, afforded 1 
ſhelter to the Galic Muſe, after ſhe' had been 
Hunted from moſt other places which ſhe had 
been uſed to frequent. 
At might now be proper, * che futisfacs 
tion of the public, to mention every perſon 

who furniſhed. a ſingle fragment of theſe 
poems. Had the expediency of this been 3 
. earlier attended to, the liſt, though long. 

ſhould have been given complete ; which cans x 
- not now be done, by mere recollection, after 
ten or twelve years have elapſed. The prin- 
cipal contributors, however, can eaſily be 
enumerated: and though it may be of little 
conſequence to the public to be preſented 
with the names of perſons who can be known 
TE only to a very few of them; yet in order to 
ſatisfy them as far as can be expected from a 

tranſlator, I have ſet down as many of their 1 
names below as. en 1 hope, be reckoned. 4 

fuffcient 1 55 


1 [Mot 


Bo E perſons, 1 
whom was the Rev. Mr. Mc Diarmid, of Wemyſs, then re- = 

1 fiding i in the Ille of Mull; and ſome pieces from a manuſcript 

Lollection, belonging to the Rev. Mr. Mc Diarmid, of Glaf- 

gow; * but, ſays he, I have been in a ſpecial manner obliged 

to Mr. Kennedy, ſchoolmaſter in Kilmelford, for the uſe of 

a large collection, which with a view of publiſhing, he had 


r of the Wen 
Highlands a and Ifles,” os 


— ſpecimens 


RT ) 
10 Moſt of the following poems bear the 
name of Oſſian; who; for ſome ages back, 


has engroced the merit of almoſt all the an- 
cient Galic poetry, as he had certainly a title 


to the beſt of it. Some which bear evidence ; 


of their not being his, are femarked as belong- 
ing to ſome other. poet. Other parts, that | 
ſieemed to me only imitations, I have taken 
no notice of, as I could : not emerges i ven- 
ture to reprobate them. 1 775 1 
I have inſerted, -occaſi ionally, as my wy 
af the original as I could preſume 0 


upon, without fear of incuring the cenſure 
of the bulk of reaters, who may not under- 
ſtand their beauty, which often could not be 
conveyed into an Engliſh tranſlation. But 
ſhould it be thought, contrary to what L ap- | 


prehend, that I have given too few, T ſhall 


offer of producing more of them.” 


or 


willingly take the firſt- 1 _ -_ = 


( wv ) 


or THE HEBREDIAN SEMINARY or 
LEARNING AT ICOLUMKILL. 


HE Scots of the fifth ee bad given 
1 apoſtle to Ireland, whoſe miſſion 
8 N ſoema to have been very rapid, for in the next 
Wl: century, Ireland furniſhed the Hebride Iſl- 
11 ands with a faint of high eſtimation in thoſe 
5 days. The Scottiſh apoſtle was the famous St. 
I 1 Patric, a native of Dunbartonſhire, who be- 5 
D propagating the chriſtian religion in Ire- 
land. taught the inhabitants the uſe of letters, 
of which they were, according to Nenni ius 
3 and other hiſtorians, entirely i ignorant. . 
i Ĩhhe Iriſh apoſtle was the no leſs celebrated 
| A st. Columba, whoſe arrival in Britain i is thus 


_ « the year of Chriſt, five hundred and ly / 5 
N five, while Juſtin the lefler, held the reigns | 


= ter and abbot, whom his manners have - 
bl — — rendered deſervedly famous, came from "=D 
| { ++ [reland into Britain. His defign in com- 


* 


1 « God in the Provinces of the northern Picts, 
—_ 3 the ſouthern people of that denomination 
40 having 


deſcribed by Bede, the Saxon hiſtorian. ** In 


der dhe Roman empire, Columba, apreſby- | 


ing thither, was to preach the word of 


3 brated eſtabliſhment i in the annals of northern : 
. Europe. 8 
Soon IR his 1 at 3 he fda | | 


2 HE 1. 
10 having been converted to the faith by Ni- 


nian, a long time before that period. He 
« arrived in Britain, while Bridius, a very: . 
powerful prince, reigned over the PiQs; 
and the power of the holy man's doctrine, 
and the influence of his di converted EY 
that nation to the faith.“ - 


If any credit can be given to the ſtories 


related of Columba, it would ſeem that he — : 
left his native country in a fit of reſentment, 


vowing never to ſettle within fight of that 


iſland. He firſt landed on a ſmall iſland of e 
the Hebrides called Oranſay, but finding wm 
ifland too near his hated country, he moved, 


to a little fertile iſland on the weſt coaſt of | 


M./ull, called Hy, or Jona. This iſland 3 


about two miles i in aan by neatly. one in 
l breadth. 


fame, was not exceeded by the moſt cele- 


2 cell of monks, and. was himſelf the. firſt — 
abbot. 80 o great was the eſteem i in which he 


Was 


5 On a ſmall * Columba fed as, ths. i 
1 5 of his little ſpiritual empire, and founded an 
3 eccleſiaſtical ſeminary, which, for duration and 2 
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( xi } 


was held, that he had the honour of burping 
in chis holy ground, two kings of Scothad, 


and of crowning a third. | 
| Columba died in the thirty-ſecond year af. 


ter his arrival at this iſland, where he was 
buried. His life was written by Adamnanus, 

his ſucceſſor, a copy of which is ſaid to be 
in the poſſeſſion of Macdonald of Clanronald, 


and another in the family of Macniel of Bara. 
the iſland received the 


After his death, 
name of 7. -columb-cill, or, the Iſle of the ; 


| Cell Cell of Columba. It was afterwards perſo- 


; nified, converted into a faint, and worſhipped 5 
under the title of St. C olumb-killa. 


It enjoyed tranquility, above two centuries, 


but i in the year 807, the roving tribes of pa- 
gan Danes or Norwegians, attacked the clergy : 
with ſavage barbarity, maſſacred ſome of the 
= monks, and forced the remainder with their 
| abbot, to fly for ſafety. The monaſtery re / 
mained depopulated ſeven years after this 
calamitous event. On the retreat of the 
Danes it received a new order, being that of | 
the C luniacs, who continued there till the - "= 


= ſolution, when the revenues were united to 
= the billlopric of Argyle. . 


| Teol- 


| tained beſides the monaſtery, a muanem ad 


that are now diſperſed and loft. 


A before the monaſtery was founded. 


( ney ) 
Icolumkill furniſhed biſhops to ſeveral 
dioceſſes in England and Scotland; amongſt 
others, Aidanus, biſhop of Landisfairn, in 
Northumberland. 1 
In ſucceeding times it — the ſeat of 
the biſhops of Soder and Man ; and it con- 


ſeveral chapels. 


This place was famous r its My 
which contained the archives and hiſtories of 


the kingdom, with many other manuſcripts 


The library here muſt jos been le 8 


; able, fays Mr. Pennant, if we can depend | 


upon Boetius, who aſſerts, that Fergus II. 
aſſiſting Alarie the Goth, in the ſacking of 


Rome, brought away as ſhare of the plunder, 7 


5 a cheſt of books, which he preſented to the LL 


monaſtery of Iona.* Aeneas Sylvius (after- 
wards Pope Pius II. Yr intended when he was 


in Scotland to have viſited the library in 


ſearch of the loſt books of Livy, but was 


= parcel 


* 1 ever any fuck * were TY it muſt have 


prevented by the death of the _ 3 A ſmall 5 


deen ſubſequent to Fergus's reign, which was many years . 


L xlviii ) 
_ parcel of them were, in 1524. brought to Aber- 
deen, and great pains were taken to unfold 
them, but through age and the tenderneſs of 
the parchment, little could be read ; but 
from what the learned were able to make 
out, the work appeared by the ſtyle to have 
rather been a fragment of Saluſt than of Livy. 
But the regiſter and records of the Iſland, all 
written on Parchment, and probably other 
more antique and valuable remains, were al! 
deſtroyed by that worſe than Gothic Synod, 
who at the reformation declared war — 
all ſcience.” . 5 
This place b alſo che e of 
| E kings of Scotland, eight of Nor- 
Way, four of Ireland, beſides the chief- 
tans of the Highland and Hebridian Clans, 
ſome of whoſe effigies ſtill remain on the ſpot, 
many have been deſtroyed, and others have 

deen purloined for other church yards, in the 
5 Highlands. 8 . 
ls have ſeen ſome of theſe elfigies, and 410 

on ſome of the ſtone croſſes that have been taken 
from Icolumkill. One of the latter ſtands 


. b. Pillar, ornamented with foliage. 
Many 


in the centre of the town of Campbeltown ; "Hy 


WF of French and Spaniards, probably to 
purchaſe fiſh, for which it was a kind of em- 
porium, particularly for falmon. But the place 
is ſtill more noted for its being a reſidence ' 
4 kings, and where the memorable League, 
of enſive and defenſive, is recorded to have 
been ſigned between Charlemain and Achaius, | 
— King « of. Scotland, in 791. 185 


( xlix_) 


The. effigies have been carried moſtly to 
Argyleſhire, where they are laid over the 
graves of the principal inhabitants. A number 

of them may be ſeen at Kilmartin, where | 


the people can give the names of the per- 
ſons on whoſe graves * were * 5 
yok . 


ANTIQUITY or THE ALLIANCE BETWEEN 


__- THE FRENCH AND SCOTS; AND THE 
' GREAT FIDELITY or THE. LATTER. | 


TT ap pears CW hilde : A b was : 
 anciently a place of conſiderable note; a 


The origin of this alliance ſeems to have 


: ariſen, Firſt, from the obſtinate reſiſtance of 
| the Saxons 1 in Germany, aided by their coun- 


w 4 4 


3  trymen | 


trymen in South Britain, t to on arms «of Char- 


lemain, which obliged that great -conqueror 
"= to recruit his armies with auxiliaries from 
various parts of Europe, among whom were 
four thouſand Scots, commanded by Gilmer, 
brother to Achaius. | 
This Gilmer, after Ana Himſelf 
| againſt the Pagan Saxons, embraced a reli- 
gious life, and founded ſome monaſteries for 
his countrymen in Germany, and other 
places; which fact is fully authenticated by 
the united teſtimony of the French and Italian 
hiſtorians of thoſe early times. Theſe monaſ- 
teries, as appears from records, were governed 2 
i ſucceſſively by Abbots and Priors of the Scot- - 
tiſh nation. 
In Paulus Emilius' 8 hiſtory of the French 
_ atchievements, we meet with the following . 
=_ very remarkable expreſſions: : The Saxons 
3 being overcome, that their name, by de- — 4 
9 « grees, might be extinguiſhed, Charles be- 
« ſtowed the honours of magiſtracy upon 
. ſtrangers, but principally upon the Scots, 
. © whom he made uſe of for the g great Wh ag 
© 4 he found in them.“ 
| Secondly, Charlemain was deſirous to _ 
grandize France, by rendering it the ſeat of 


literature, 


1 1 
literature, as well as of extenſive empire; for 
this purpoſe, he invited thither the leamed 
from all parts, and particularly certain eccle- ; 
ſiaſtics of Scotland, whom he employed 1 


read philoſophy, in greek and latin, at Paris, 
and afterwards in Tounding | a univerſity | in 
that metropolis. 8 
The moſt ancient treaty, hs biſhop Ni- 

che: on, which i is now ſuppoſed to be entirely 
extant, is that which was concluded between 
the Emperor Charles the Great and Achaius; 
whereupon it was allowed, that, in all times 
coming, the Scottiſh kings ſhould bear their 


3 ER of flowers-de-lis. 
| 1 have ſeen a noble manuſcript of two hun- 
dxed and thirty ſheets in folio, of the treaties 
betwixt the kings of F rance and Scotland, 


red lion (Fergus the firſt's arms) in a i 


from the year 791, (wherein the foremen- 


tioned league was concluded) to 1296. Where- 
unto are added the privileges granted by ſeve- - 
ral kings of France to the Scots; fairly 
8 written in their original languages. Upon 1 
this latter ſubject there is a printed treatiſe 

: which bears the title of Eſcoſſe Francoiſe ; 
which gives the original of the privileges of 
the Scotch guards in France.” 2 2 
_ The 


. 
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The treaty concluded between theſe co- 
temporary princes, and the ſervices performed 
by the Scots, in virtue thereof, ſeems to have 


laid the foundation of that alliance between 


France and Scotland, which laſted, with ſome 
intermiſſions, tilt the union of the two Britiſh 
crowns. To this alliance, many of the ſub- 


ſequent treaties of reciprocal defence between 


France and Scotland had a reference. 


A ſeaſonable ſupply of troops and ſhips | of 


is war, having been ſent. by James IV. king 


of Scotland, to Lewis XII. king of France, 
then deſtitute of allies and ready to Wt 
under the arms of England, Germany, and 


Italy, the French monarch was fo overcome 
with gratitude, that he gave orders for ra- 


tifying and augmenting the ancient privileges 
4 the Scottiſh nation in France. 15 


The letters of naturalization in favour of 


that kingdom, give the following reaſons : 


_ « Becauſe of the league which had been of 


— old made and dbferved between the two eu 
8 tions, and in conſideration of the great and 
— mighty ſervices done by the Scots to the 
«hi 18S; and kingdom. of France, eſpecially dur- 
=? ing ch e r Charles VII. when many 
« * princes of Scotland came over to France, and 


oe. helped to o expel hg enemies, 8 were then 
. maſters of the greateſt part of it: For which 


«© ſignal piece of ſervice, and the undaunted 
« courage diſplayed by the Seots, on all occa- 
10 ſions, that monarch, Charles V II. had ap- 


« pointed 200 of them to guard his perſon, 


« of whom 100 were men of arms, and are 


snow, adds the record, the 100 launces of our 
= ancient ordinance, and 100 archers, 24 of 
whom are called archers of the body. 
| Secondly, « becauſe of the unſhaken fide 
L lity, which, without any variation, or inter- 

« ruption, has at all times been conſpicuous i in | 
* thoſe of that nation; and in the extraordinary 
good offices done by the preſent king, who 
had ſent both a conſiderable land army, and 
«a fleet, conſiſting of many good ſhips, to 
45 F rance, upon which account his: ſubjects 
E « ought to befor ever encouraged and JO red 
40 above allot bert. & 2 


4 N of France and Mary Queen of 


Scots, publiſhed among the French treaties 
of peace and alliance, mention is made of the 
ancient leagues between the expo #: ingdoms, begun 
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_ ( Fir ) 
1 oe” Theſe privileges related chiefly to Signer 
5 Tilal affairs, in which the Scots; being the moſt 
| | : favoured nation, were enabled then to carry 
| | | | | 3 on a very extenſi ive trade with France, till the 
1 

| 


—— at A 


— —— —— ¶ m ﬀ —— 


acceffion of James VI. to the crown of Eng- 
land, when France withdrew her faveürs. 
On this, James, at the earneſt requeſt of his 
Scottiſh ſubjects, cemonſtrated with the couft 
of France, but without effect. The goods 
and chattels of Scotſmen who died in France 
were, however, ſtill exempted from being . | 
Teized by that government; a ge _— ge 
: ed t to che Scots and Swiſs only.” 
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a REMAINS OF cpo Menirre- 285 2 
8 TURE. e 88 | 


T "HERE are All i in the | Hightands thene 
* remains of buildings that ew  trefted 8 
in i very remote ages. 
The caſtle of Diinſtaffnage | was a Fer 48 

EPR of the kings of the Scottiſh nation, previous 
Eq ww conqueſt of the Pidts in the ninth 
1 r. It is built on the ſummit of a rock 


: 5 that 


«>: * * 
that riſes forhe yards above the level of the 
adjacem ground. The fides of the rock are 
ſo neatly pared to render it precipitous, that 
a perſon at a ſmall diſtance cannot diſtinguiſh £ 
the rock from the wall which is erected 
. upom it. The baſe i is waſhed on one fide by 
Loch Etive, and on che land-ſide there | is a 
ſmall declivity. * 0 

By means of theſe ——— this ſeat 

muſt have been proof againſt any machine N 


The eaſtle of Rothſay, in 1 the. iſland of a 

Bute was originally circular, and is of un- 

known antiquity. A part of the : 
Mill remains, about five or fix yards in 
height. It has a venerable. appearance, and 

” moſtly covered with creeping ivy. Within 
this wall, a building of later times was ere» 


1 it is ſuppoſed, by ſome princes of the 1 


ON houſe of Stuart, who reſided here. 


In that part of the Highlands, called Lord : 
= Rae s Country, there are the ruins of a circular 
building, which ſeems to have been a ſeat of 
ſome monarch or great chieftan ; but at what 
- n it was excited, and for what purpoſe, - — 


| thatb6uld be brought againſt je before the 
1 85 invention of gun-powder, - - 85 


e outer wall 


(6 
in the heart of a gloomy and almaſt inac- 
ceſſible deſart, antiquaries can ſcarcely. form a 
| conjecture. It is called-Dornadella, - probably 
| from. the perſon who built it, and as this 
; barren region has in all ages been appropriated 
to the chace, it may be ſuppoſed that the 
building ſerved as a ſummex reſidence to the 
chiefs and their followers, who in that ſeaſon 
employed themſelves in hunting. ee, 
Some conjecture, that it was a n n! 
temple, an opinion founded upon ſimilar re- 
mins of ancient buildings in France, whoſe 
erection and uſes \ were e attributed. to the Druids 
of that country. tie 1 
| There are many An bulldogs of infos 
-, dimenſions, on the Weſt coaſt of Scotland, 
and in the Hebride Iſlands, called Dun, a 
Celtic word, which fi gnifies a hill or emi- = 

nence, but whether erected by the Druids: or 
the Norwegians. hiſtory affords no politiv 5 
. 5 : 8 5 — 
Theſe ine uber of the Ca | ths Cao on 
or Galic annals, ſerve to furniſh inconteſtible 3 
proofs that the Highlands of Scotland, parti- 
cularly the Weſtern coaſt, and the Hebride Iſles 

were inhabited in very remote ages by the 

Celtes or Gauls from the continent; ; that they 

| were 


— 


( wi, ) 
were A numerous, and a war-like people 7 
hen the Romans firſt erected their ſtandards 
at the bottom of the Grampian Mountains; 
that they defended their country and liberties 
with ſingular bravery, and uncommon perſe- 
verance, till the encroaching enemy abandoned 
their country, without 1 made a e | 
of any part HJ... „ 
It is alſo evident, that they were under 
4 Mins degree of regular g government ; faithful : 
and loyal ſubjects to a lineal ſucceſſion of 
| kings; guided in ſpiritual concerns, by priefts 
or Druids; and in later times, by the teachers _ 
z of Chriſtianity, when that religion was un- 
known in the more northern parts of Europe. 5 
It farther appears, that theſe Caledonian Gauls 


produced a bard, coeval with the Romans, 
ſufficiently endued by nature for handing 5 
down to the lateſt poſterity, their martial 


: atchievments againſt the Roman arms, as 


well as the aſſiſtance which they were ever 
EY ready to give to their friends or brethren 


- i didreſs 


Finally, 


were lovers of poetry and muſic; that they . 
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| the lineal, unmixed deſcendants of theſe 
heroes, poets and bards, who through a long 


ſucceſſion of ages, have preſerved the Celtic 
a language in its ancient purity; who ſtill 


retain, in a conſiderable degree, the ſimple 
manners and cuſtoms of their anceſtors; and 
who are leſs tinctured with the vices of mo- 
dern times, than thoſe that beſtow ang them x 
the n. of barbarous. 43 3 


('hiy ) 
Finally, that the preſent Highlanders are 


- | MODERN DESCRIPTIONS or THE nen- 


LANDS, AND THE HEBRIDE' 1SLES. 


TA M E 8 1 of indus: was WOW firſt 
among the moderns who viſited the ſhores : 


of that country. In the year 1534, he embarked 
at Leith with fire ſhips, attended by _ 
noblemen, upon a voyage to the Orkney and 
Hebride Iſlands, for the double purpoſe of 
ga king charts of the coaſts, and eſtabliſhing 
3 among the people. A Journal of this 


voyage was taken by Mr. Lindfay, the 


Paris | 


_ maſter of the king's ſhip, and is printed at 
the end of Father I F ournier's W. _ 


F lix 
Paris 1667. The chart was completed by 
the French king's coſmographer in 1583. 
Mr. Adair, hydrographer of the * 5 
of Scotland, drew it ane w in 1688, * 


In 1549, Donald Monro, dean 6 the 5 
| iſles, travelled over the Hebrides, whoſe de- 


ſcriptions have been copied by Buchannan and 


others. Buchannan, who was his cotemporary, 
ſays he was a perſon of good — as well 
as great piety and learning: ä 

1 1698, Mr. John Adair and a voyage 


to the Orkney and Hebride lands, of — 


| he publiſhed a Journal. 


About. the n enn e 


4 doctor of phyſic, made a complete tour 
through | the Hebrides, and his book, entitled 
” Deſcription of the Weſtern Iſlands of Scots 


land, was publiſhed in 1704; and dedicated 


to George prince of Denmark. Perhaps, : 
«+ ſays he, in his preface, it is peculiar to 


e thoſe iſles, that they have never been de- 
* ſcribed till now by any man that was a na- 
« tive of the country, or had travelled them. 

They were indeed touched by Boethius, | 


c«« 


ö biſhop Leſley, Buchannan, and Johnſton, 


- - 
C6 * 


thoſe authors were ever there i in perſon; ſo 
=. that 


in their hiſtories of Scotland, but none of 


1 


| be JT. 
« that what they wrote concerning thine; * 
« was upon truſt from others. Buchannan, 
« jt is true, had his information from Donald 
* Monro, who had been in many of them, 
and therefore his account is the beſt that 
has hitherto appeared, but it muſt be * 
« ed that it is very imperfe&.” 
Concerning Mr. Martin, the e of the 
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life of Dr. Samuel 1 Johnſon gives the follow- | 


ing account Of this writer, ſays he, 
little more is m_—_y than that of which him- 


be was born in one of the moſt Spacious 
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and. ferrile iſles in the Weſt of Scotland; and, 
| befides his liberal education at the univerſity, 


ſelf ſeems to be the relator, viz. That 


bad the advantage of ſeeing foreign places, 

aul converſing with ſome of the royal ſociety; : 
but who, nevertheleſs, ſeems to have been a 
very weak, credulous, and ſuperſtitious man, 

1 notwithſtanding his liberal education, 


with reſpect both to matter and form, an in- 
pn —_—  .; * 
There are, — many facts interſperſed 
in this book; but a thorough diſcovery and 


inveſtigation of theſe iſlands with a critical | 


and penetrating eye, was reſerved to the 
| — * Sir Banks, after a cir- 
ns cum- 


. N 
Fc I ” 
wel... "+ 's EA : 


( 


cumnavigation | round the world, made 2 | 
voyage to the Hebrides, where he dif- 


covered one of the greateſt curioſities in na- 


ture, an iſland compoſed of baſaltic pillars, 


far ſurpaſſing thoſe known by the name of the 
Giant's Cauſeway, which had hitherto been 


Y the admiration of mankind. 
Sir Joſeph's account of theſe pillars, n 
: chals dimenſions, is given in the appendix. 
Next in time, was Thomas Pennant,, Eſq. 
of Downing, in Flintſhire. This gentleman 
; poſſeſſed every accompliſhment for the pur- 
poſes of i inquiry and communication. A re- 
1 pectable fortune, a liberal education, a lover 
of ſcience and philoſophy in all their branches; 
D thorough knowledge of hiſtory, and what- 
| ever falls under the head of antiquities; much 
85 perſeverance, e n and | 
good-nature. 12 IH E- 
Such was the. man who fir: out in n June 
1700 to make the tour of an almoſt unde- 
ſeribed country, for though much had been 
written upon the geography, natural hiſtory, | 
_ antiquities, | and other particulars of Scot- 
land, a complete ſyſtematical work upon 
theſe ene from —— een. 


; * In conſequence, it 1s EY of the Jeath of his lady 5 
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Uns till wanting, till Mr. Pennant under- 


took the generous defign, and I may venture 


to ſay that no country ancient or modern 
was eyer better deſcribed. His writings are 
a true picture of the country and people ; 
entertaining, inſtructive, and finely embel- 
liſhed with copper-plates, for which - purpoſe 7 
he was at the expence of taking a perſon 
with him for making drawings from land- 
ſcapes, ruins, plants, &c. 


He ſet out by the way of W an from 


thence to Edinburgh, Perth, Dunkeld, Tay- 


mouth, Blair, Brae-Mar, Aberdeen, "_ 


- Tyndrum, 
 Inveraray, he returned to England, by Loch 
Lomond, Dunbarton, Glaſgow, Stirling, ] Edin- 

burgh Moffat, and Carlifle. This jou 1 1 
with an appendix, makes a quarto volume, 


and Inverneſs, to Duncan's-Bay Head, 


Caithneſs. He returned by the ſame wg to 
| Inverneſs, and from thence ſtruck weſtward = 
along the fide of Loch Neſs to F ort t Aa 71 | | 
and Fort William, in E 173 
Fort William, he took a 1 Asie by 5 
nd Dalmally, to Inveraray. From 93 


and contains twenty-one plates. = OY 
In May 1772, he ſet out again, upon a 


more extraordinary enterpriſe than the or. 


A . 


ney, 


A ccmiſe among the Hebride Illande, the fiuto 


1 ( Kill 4 
1 object a e eee 


of which was little known to the generality 
of Scotſmen, and ſtill leſs to Engliſhmen. _ 
In this tour he went by the Carlidle Road 
to Dumfries, Lanerk, Glaſgow, and Gree- 
nock. Here he hired a decked veſſel for his He- 
bridean voyage, and viſited the iſlands of Bute, 
Arran, and the Craig of Ailfa, in the Firth of 
| Clyde: Landed at Campbeltown, and eroſſed 
to the weſt fide of the Peninſula of Cantize, . 
where the veſſel, after going round that cape, 
took him again on board. He was now 


upon the Atlantic, and in ſight of the He- | 


| brides, a part of which he viſited in the fol- 
lowing order, VIZ. Gia, Jura, Ilay Oranſay, 0 
Caolonſay, Iona or Icolumkill, Canay, Rum. 8 
Sky, Liſmore, Scarba, and Eſdale. 

All theſe Bands, and the 2 coaſt of 


that he did not viſit more of the Hebrides. 
e principal iſlands omitted are Mull, Egg, 
Muck, Coll, Tirey, Bara, South Uiſt, Ben- 


however, could not be done in one ſeaſon; 
without great hazard from the equinoRial 
ſtorms, which are tremendous in theſe ſeas. 


1 exalineſs, i it is matter 3 great regret, 


|  becula, North UiR, Harris and Lewis. This. 


( hir ) 
- The cruiſe above deſcribed, was performed 
ba June 17 and Auguſt 15, when he 
landed at Ardmaddie, in Argyleſhire. From 
thence he viſited Inveraray, and the banks of 
Loch Awe, at the upper end of which he 
took an eaſtern direction, following the courſe 
of the Tay to Killein, at the Head of Loch 
Tay, and from thence to T ay mouth, at the 
lower end of that lake. From Tay mouth = 
Loggerait, Mouline, Blair, Dunkeld, Perth, 
the Roman encampments, and other remains 
in Stratherne, the Carſe of Gowrie, Dundee, 
— Montroſe, Dunnotter, Brechin, 
| Forfar, Dunſinane, Abernethy, Falkland, 
St. Andrews, and from thence along the 
north ſhore of the F orth to Dumfermline, 
if Alloa and Stirling. From Stirling to Gas 
ron, Linlithgow, Edinburgh, Melros, Kelſo, 3 
and Northumberland; the whole with an Ap- 
53 pendix, . 2 vols. and omamented my 
gr plates, e 
Though Mr. Pennant 1 FIVE fo and 5 
a great part of Scotland ſtill awaits another 
viſit from one who is ſo eminently qualified 
for compleating the important work: But, 
from what I perceived, when J urged this 
buſineſs, there ſeems to be very little hope 


that he will ever undertake it, owing, ow 


( by ) 
| +fibly, to a new family connection, which, 


with literary amuſements, may fully engage 
his time. 
The undeſcribed contri are, Kirkubright- 
ſhire, Wigtownſhire, Airſhire, and moſt of 
Renfrewſhire, including the Solway Firth, 
and the eaſt fide of the Firth of Clyde, the 
whole forming a line of coaſt exceeding 140 
miles in length. Theſe countries lie in the 


ſouth of Scotland. and contain a remains 


of antiquity. 
On the La Y 3 has not "IT as > hel ob- 
ſerved, above one half of the Hebride Iſles, ow- 
ing partly to a malignant fever that prevailed 
in the Long Iſland; and, on the north-weſt, he 
Z attempted to penetrate as far as the Pentland 
Firth, but found it impracticable; ; conſe- 
1 quently, the weſt and north coaſt of Suther- ) 
land, with the greateſt part « of Caithneſs, are 
by him undiſcribed. But inſtead of dwelling ; 
upon what he has not done, thoſe who with 
= have a faithful relation of facts, are under 


3 very conſiderable obligations to that gentle- | 


man for what he has done, it being undoubt-" 
elly one of the beſt books that has been 
written upon, theſe ſubjects, by. ancient or 


1 TE 


modern authors, Or TO 1 
* 


— . — 


Next follows Dr. Nhe, who honoured 


even the rudeſt parts of Scotland with a viſit; 
but, however eminent in ſome reſpects, the 
Doctor laboured under the incurable misfor- 
tune of being the very counter part of the 
traveller whom he ſucceeded. ; 
He ſet out to make the tour of Scotland 
and the Hebride Iſlands, at an advanced pe- 
riod of life, and nearly blind. He choſe the 
i autumn, which in that country is generally : 
wet and boiſterous. . 
le was no antiquarian ; and he ſeems to 
| have had very little taſte for botany, and the 
various branches of natural hiſtory. Com- 
ö bining theſe diſadvantages, the Doctor it may 
be ſuppoſed, was very ill qualified for explor- 
ing, and for deſcribing theſe remote and al- 
5 moſt unknown diſtricts. — 8 
: But theſe defects were only Sende con- „ 
5 ſiderations, when compared t to his diſpoſition ; 
and temper reſpecting that country and peo- 
7 ple. He ſet out under incurable impreſſions : 
of a national prejudice, a reli gious prejudice, 
and a literary jealouſy. 
From a writer of ſuch abilities, and fuch 


prejudices, the natives of Scotland had 1 rea- 


fon to expect a ſhower of arrows without 
mercy; and it was poſſibly from this prepoſ- 


| 'was levelled at the — they, who had adopted Dr, 
Johnſon's _= BY 
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ſeſſion, that they were ready to fall upon him 


as one man, the moment that his book ap- 
peared. Their minds were charged with ſen- 
timents of indignity, reſentment and revenge, 
which they did not fail to diſcharge upon his 
head in whole platoons, from every quarter. 
He ſuſtained the ſhock with firmneſs, and 
when threatened with corporal chaſtiſement, 
3 by an eminent Hiſtorian, he threw down the 
gantlet, and provided himſelf with a cudgel 
fix feet long, and a club at the end of it. 


* however, we make allowances for the 5 


4 Doctor's bodily | and mental infirmities, by 5 5 


o Among the Doctors opponents was the author of a 
Book entitled Lexiphanes, a dialogue imitated from Lucian, and 


| foited to the preſent times. Being an attempt to reftore the Engliſh 
Tongue to its ancient purity, And to correct, as well as expoſes CR. 
the affected fiyle, hard words, and abſurd phraſeolog y of many Ns 
| _ tate nn and particularly ow Exori LaxiPBANES | — 
Sir John ai attributes this 88 to De TY 
Kenrick. The Author was Archibald Campbell, ſon of pro- 
feſſor Campbell of St. Andrews; ** — * 5 


of a man of war. 


He wrote another fatircal purformance, called the Sale of 
Authors, in imitation of Lucian's Sale of Phalofophers which 


which a 


e 2 
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( viii ) 


' which I mean his dogmatical diſpoſition, and. 
- ſtrong prejudices, the obſervations and conclu- 
ſions upon what he ſaw, may be conſidered as a 
valuable acquiſition to the hiſtory of North 
Britain. I have read his book again and 
again, travelled with him from Berwick to 
Glenelg, through countries with which I am 
well acquainted ; "failed with him from Glen- 
elg to Raſay, Sky, Rum, Coll, Mull, and 
Icolumkill ; but have not been able to correct 
him, in any matter of conſequerice. I have 
often admired the accuracy, the preciſion, : and 
ee the. juitneſs of what he advances, reſpotting : 
both the country and the a ww | 
Were his book ſtripped of ſome liberal 8 
ns. and of his lame conjectures reſpec- 
ting Galic x genius, it would make an excel- 
lent ſupplement to the invaluable writings 
7 of the traveller who preceded him. . 
- The Doctor and James Boſwell, 1 fet 
; out from Edinburgh on the 18th day ofAuguſt, ET 
1773; ; croſſed the great ferry to Fifeſhire, 
went along the eaſt coaſt to St. Andrews, 5 
x Dundee, Aberbrothic, Montroſe, Aberdeen, 
1 and Slain's Caſtle. Croſſed the country from 
thence to Banff on the Murray Firth, and 
- ** due weſt . chat coaſt. through — 


(= ) 
Forres, and Fort George, to Inverneſs. At this 
place they hired horſes and guides to the weſt 
ſea, by Lochneſs, Fort Auguſtus, 'Glen- 
morifon, and Glenelg, where they croſſed over 
to Sky, which, with Raſay, Coll, Mull, and 
Icolumkill, they examined with ebe 
minuteneſs. 

. hey returned 1 the Hebrides, by: 1 
veraray, Loch Lomond, Glaſgow and Air- 155 


ſmire, to Edinburgh. The Doctor has every 


ſures, of the natives; 


” _ the _Y and ang auger of AE abs 


where delivered his ſentiments with freedom, 
| and i in many inſtances; with a ſeemingly re- 
gard for the benefit of the inhabitants, and N 
te ornament of the country. His remarks * 
on the want of trees and hedges for ſhade, as 
well as for ſhelter to the cattle, are well found 
8 ed, and merit the thanks, not the illiberal cen- 
He alſo felt; for the 
EM diſtreſſes of the Highlander 8. and explodes, | 
with great propriety; the bad management of. 
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ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE BRITISH 

SOCIETY FOR EXTENDING THE FlSH- 
- BRIES, AND IMPROVING THE SEA- 
COASTS OF THE KINGDOM. | 


8 the year 1786 forms a new Era in 5 
the annals of the Highlands, I am under 5 


the unavoidable neceſſity of introducing my- 

ſelf in the detail, and I hope, that candour 
will make allowances for the part that I oc- 

: cupy therein, which could not be omitted 3. 
without leaving a very conſiderable chaſm in 
the hiſtory of that country. I ſhall abide a Y 

by facts, as they happened in the order of 

time, from the year 1764 to the preſent day. 


In that year, I firſt went, through mo- 


tives of curioſity, upon a ſhort excurſion into 
the Highlands, where the extreme poverty, 
idleneſs; and diſtreſſes of the people, made an 
impreſſion which has ever ſince engaged my 
8 thoughts, much of my time, and occaſioned 
an expence of ſeveral thouſand pounds; be- 
ſides inconveniencies by ſea and land, which 


"i would be _ to enumerate, and * 
ful t to read. | 


L often 


TI often ene with apt on this mat - 


ter, whether to ſacrifice fo much time and 


money, or abandon a cauſe that might one 
day prove eſſentially beneficial to 390,000 
people or upwards, man 


In theſe deliberations, I gave way invari- . 


ably to the impulſe of my own feelings ; 
the diſcoveries made in one journey, ſerved 
only to incite new ardour for another; and I 
have, in the courſe of twenty-three years, 
| penetrated and explored that kingdom ſixteen 
times; by which I have acquired more gene- 
| ral knowledge of the various claſſes of people. 
the diſtricts, towns, ports, bays, lochs, ſhip= - 
+ ping, fiſheries, manufactures, &c. than was 
euer collected in the breaſt of one individual. = 
= As the Highlands firſt drew my notice, I T 

began to enquire into the moſt effectual means 
of employing the inhabitants, and of pre- 
venting emigration, which at tha! a 
vailed greatly, and. of which 1 was alen a 
witneſs. — 
. ——— 1 agree- oe 
able, from the _ conſideration, that whatever 


contributed to keep the people at home, and | 
Don a = 


many of whom had no 
thing more than a — exiſtence, and even 
that upon the moſt | precarious tenure. 


time pre- 5 


b i) 

engage thin 15 bit of uſeful induſtry, 
would tend alſo to ſtrenghten the navy, and 
to encreaſe the demand for Britiſh manu- 
factures. | 
The objects that firſt occult Wa the 
accompliſhment of theſe deſirable purpoſes, 
were the fiſheries in all their varieties, and 
the manufacture of ſundry articles which are 
uſed i in that branch, as ſhip and boat-building, 
net-making, fail-making, rope-making. . 
- This led to an acquaintance with fiſhermen 
of all deſcriptions, as well as'merchants and 
+ traders in that line, throughout the greateſt 
| part of the kingdom, whom I found ready 
on every occaſion to give me the fulleſt infor- 
mation, as faras their vay Wipers know- : 
ledge extended. | 
The more I conſidered this ſubject, the more 


” important it appeared, both to the ftrength e 


of the empire, and to the welfare of a great 


. body of people. 1 therefore reſolved to be- 
come maſter of it, though at the expence of = 
a long apprenticeſhip ; and I gained, by un- 

remitting inquiries and reading, a knowledge 
of that buſineſs, ſufficient for aſſiſting fiſher- 


men themſelves in a profeſſion, of which 


5 ſome had * a 2 knowledge, and 
others 


the remaining part of general information. I 

1 have now encircled the kingdom, by tra- 

verſing the whole coaſt, with one foot, as it 

were, on land, and the other in the water. 

By this 1 have gained a knowledge of the 
various ſpecies of fiſh on each reſpective 


(rer 

others were almoſt entirely ignorant, particu · 
larly in the manner of curing. 
The Jaſt j Journey through very remote, and 
partly unexplored- regions, has completed 


ſhore, and the ſeas thereof, as well as the 


quantities that might be canght * an ave- 
mg of years. e 9 11 5 
When I found myſelf qualified to aha 
upon the ſubject of fiſheries, and of i improve- ” 
ments in the Highlands, 1 frequently ſpent 
ſeveral hours in writing whole packets of let- 
ters, enforcing the expediency .of drawing the 
| public attention that way; but this ſeden ary 
buſineſs engroſſed ſo much time. that print- 8 
ing ſeemed more eligible. Unwilling, how- 
ever, to be deprived of the fatisfa&tion which 
_ "obſcurity and ſolitude afforded, I circulated 
ſome papers privately, which, being honoured 


| with particular notice, 1 ventured, with ad- 


ditions, to publiſh. | 


8 
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The favourable reception of theſe firſt 
ſketches, ſuggeſted the idea of a more com- 


plete work, by extending ſome of the ſub- 


jects, and. introducing. others, the whole 
giving a ſyſtematic view of the affairs of 


noble 


Scotland in general, and of the Highland „ 
with its fiſheries, in particular. = 
Next followed a printed abridgment of the 
ö above work, as far as related to fiſheries ; this 
was intended for the particular uſe of ſuch 
gentlemen as did not chuſe to purchaſe or 
read two volumes. 
As a guide to the public i in the geography 
of the country, I engaged a drawer to give 
me the outlines of Dorret's map of Scotland, 
upon a large ſheet: I filled up the names my- 
ſeelf, and was very attentive to thoſe of the 
 Hkes and bays. The map has been found 
yery uſeful, in giving a general idea of the 
| extent of the country, the number and fin 5 
e ation of the lakes, &c. 3 
3 mediately after the 1 4 my 
; firſt account of the Highlands, I ſet out for 
Ireland, in order to collect information re- 
ſpecting the newly eſtabliſhed fiſheries of that 
kingdom, and from thence I croſſed. ver 
to Cantire. In the mean time, ſundry 


[ 


C) 
denen and gentlemen in Scotland; began 
to form themſelves into a ſociety at Edin- 
burgh, for the purpoſe of facilitating the 
plans of improvement recommended in the 
publication, and for other matters . 


of their attention. F- 
The Highland Society at London had been 


= eſtabliſhed ſeveral years before: it was partly 


ſelves accordin g to the cuſtoms of their coun- 
try, to hear the bagpipe, drink whiſky out 


of the clam- ſhell, &c. and, partly, an in- 


ſtitution for the encouragement of collections Pr 


and publications in their native tongue, and 


of their native muſic, and fimilar objects. 5 
Upon my return from Edinburgh, ſoot 
after the eſtabliſhment of the new ſociety in 
that city, and of which I had been voted an 


a convivial club, who met to enjoy them- 


| honorary member, I propoſed that the London a 


| Society ſhould extend their plan; ; do ſome- 3 


thing farther in the way of buſineſs, and 1 
| operate with the Committee of the Houſe of 2 


ommons then ſitting upon the fiſheries. 1 A 


cretary, and other members. All theſe gen- 3 
tlemen expreſſed their approbation of my pro- 
— polals, : and their readineſs to come forward, 


enforced this matter pretty warmly to the — 


a 5 


n — a 9 
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Canal (which J I had e propoſed, wer 


(/ hoes ) 

and give their . concurrence to any meaſures 
that might benefit their country, whoſe ' Pp 
portance I had * to 9 in the 


ſtrongeſt terms. 


In order to give effect & to theſe Hoſning, 


I tranſmitted to the ſecretary and other gen- 
tlemen, a long letter, ſtating the urgent ne- 
ceſſity of opening an inland navigation in 
the Highlands, and alſo of erecting fiſhing 
ſſtations along the coaſt, upon the plan re- 
commended in the before-mentioned publica- 


tions, where the natives might ſell their fiſh, 


and be ſupplied with falt, and other neceſſa- 
ries; which they greatly. wanted, 


About this time, the Manny: bake. ; 


man, and ſundry gentlemen of the Committee 
for inquiring into the ſtate of the Britiſn 
fiſheries, having been formally complimented: 
TT | by the Highland Society, and unanim 
1 elected honorary members of that reſpectable 5 
aſſociation, an extraordinary meeting was 
foon after called at the Shakeſpeare, and 
after that a ſecond meeting, where ms 
5 publick-ſpirited noblemen and gentlemen at- 
tended. The two objects which engaged the 


y. 


20 


attention of theſe meetings, were the Crin: 


invari- 


0 Ixxvii ) 
invariably recommended in preference to on8 


at the Tarbat); and, ſecondly, . the erecting 
of free villages, Or fiſhing ſtations. It was 
propoſed to proceed immediately upon the 
one or the other of theſe works. Some gen- 
tlemen were for beginning with the canal, but 
the majority ſpoke in favour of the villages 
for the preſent; and on the 21ſt of March, 


1786, I was deſired, by the unanimous voice . 


of the company, to draw up a paper or pa- 
pers on that ſubject, as a data or ground 


work for the peruſal of the preſent and ab- 5 


ſent members of the Highland Society. 1 ; 
readily agreed to this requeſt, and an open 


committee was nominated to meet on the 


Tueſday following, to hear the * read, = 


and to deliberate thereon. *Y 
I went to Richmond, and 4 up ns | 


| ſheets, which were read by the ſecretary to 5 


: a numerous. and reſpectable company. the . 


Earl of Breadalbane j in the chair. The thanks 
of the company were unanimouſly given, 
and entered in the minute book. A copy 


of the whole, or a part thereof was voted to _ 
be preſented. to his Majeſty, by the Earl of 


Breadalbane, and another copy was to be T7 


— to the Committee * the Houſe of 
; Com- 


3 


2 $00" a © 
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was alſo deſired to print theſe papers for the 


_ peruſal of the members of the Highland So- 
ciety and other gentlemen who had begun 
to form themſelves into a new ſociety or inſtitu- 
| tion for the expreſs purpoſe of improving the 
= Highlands. The pamphlet appeared under 
the title of 4 D: ;ſcourſe on the Expediency « of 

2 eftabli Hing Fiſhing Stations, or ſmall Towns, in 
the Highlands ey Scotland, and the Heb; 1de 


Jer. 


In the mean time, the new aſſociation was 


beginning to aſſume the form of a regular 
_ eſtabliſhment, under the name of J he Britiſh 
So Joctety for extending the Fiſheries, and im- 
Proving the Sea C oaſts of the Kingdom. | 
| bill of incorporation was preparing, to en- 
 ** able them, when incorporated, to ſubſcribe. 
- Joint ſtock, and therewith to purchaſe | 
* lands, and build thereon free towns, vil- 
8 lages, and fiſhing ſtations, in the High- 
„ & Jands and Iſlands in that part of Great 
« «© Britain, called Scotland; and for other 
« purpoſes.” Books of ſubſcription were 
opened, and on the 23d of May, ſubſcriptions . 
were firſt received at the Shakeſpeare, to * 7 


* 


amount of 7oool. or thereabouts. 


i : 


( xx) 
Seeing that the buſineſs was likely to be- 
come ſerious, I fignified my intention to un- 
deftake a more extenſive journey in the Hi gh- 
lands and Iſles, than had ever been performed 
by any individual, in order to get a more 
perfect knowledge of the face of the country. 
the condition of the people, the moſt eligi- 
dle ſituations for villages, with ſuch farther 
= particulars as might be found uſeful to the 


members of the new _ and particlarly . 


to the directors. 


— alſo fignified my intentions to folicit Ab- 
ſeriptions to their ſtock wherever I went, and 
to explain the nature of the buſineſs in the 


more remote parts of the kingdom. Theſe 


reſolutions being publickly declared at ſeveral 
meetings, I was honoured wird- the following 
W 

At a meeting of the General Com- 


i « mittee of the Highland Society, held at 


the Shakeſpeare, on Wedneſday the bat 


« June, 1786, at twelve o'clotk, noon, the 
1 Right Honourable the Earl of Breadalbane 
ti in the chair: 

« Moved, that a requeſt may is _ 
« to Mr. Knox, that in his intended | 
r 


( box. ) 
tour to the Highlands, he will take 
« the- trouble of collecting the names of 
« ſuch perſons as are willirig to become ſub- 

« ſcribers to the fund of the propoſed ſo- 
9 ciety for extending the fiſheries and im- 1 
6c proving. the ſea-coaſts of the kingdom; —_ Q - — 
45 tranſmitting thoſe names to the ſecretary of 1 

« the Highland Society in London. _ Thin 
« this requeſt may be made to Mr. Knox 8 
e in writing, and that the letter containing . 
« the requiſition, may expreſs the ſenſe which 
E the 1 Society entertains, &c. 17 : 


* * Agreed to accordingly. | 


„ + Extracted from the minutes by C Geo. Fraſer, 
« Clerk to the Society.” 


5 Joun Macxenz IE, Se cret dk - 


= Thus Waibel with an official commiſſe 1 
I ſet out from London, June 29. upon che 0 
„ hazardous and fatiguing enterprize. It was 
1 to travel, moſtly on foot, from Oban in Ar- 

_ ac gyleſhire, to Cape Wrath, which i is the moſt 5 
diſtant extremity of Britain, as well as the 

2 moſt — coaſt; from thence e along the. | 


| ſhore | 


( 1 ) 


F 8 of the Pentland Firth to the North- b 


Eaſt extremity at Dungſbay Head; from thence 
along the Eaſt coaſt of Caithneſs, Sutherland, 

and Roſsſhire, to Inverneſs; from thence 
along the coaſt of the Murray Firth to Kin- 
2 naird's Head, and from thence back to Edin- 


burgh by Peterhead and Aberdeen. 5 5 
In this tour I propoſed alſo to explore a 
3 greater number of the Hebride iſlands than 


had been viſited by any late traveller; and : 


= all this, which exceeded 3000 miles, was per- 


formed in the courſe of fix months from the 
time that I left London. . 
Foreſeei g that KY journies nd cruiſes Y 
would be attended with many dangers by ſea, 

” thought it adviſable to tranſmit occaſionally, | 
to one 1 the directors of the Britiſh ſociety, 


the outlines of my obſervations upon the con= 


: dition of the people, the fiſheries, the natural — 


155 produce of the country, the moſt eligible ſitua- . 


tions for villages, and other particulars. . 


On my return homewards, I tranſmitted a yg 


1 1 far copy to the ſecretary of the Highland 
Society at Edinburgh, who laid the ſame 


before a committee of gentlemen, natives | 


8 the Highlands, or who had travelled 


over great * of it. . e 
_ SEE *% 


3 Exxii \ 
Upon my arrival at Edinburgh, I had the 
pleaſure to be informed by the ſecretary, 


that the committee had expreſſed their hearty 
approbation of theſe endeavours, and particu- 
larly of the impartiality they had diſcovered 
throughout the whole detail. That in conſe- 


quence, they ſhould propoſe at the next ge- | 


neral meeting, that a gold medal] of ten gui- 
neas value ſhould be voted, which was una- 
nimoufly agreed to at a very numerous and 
reſpectable meeting ; and this vote, with their 


1 was ordered to be publiſhed. 


On my return to London, I was as ſtrongly _— 


inclined to publiſh 1 my Journal as I had before 
. been to make the tour; but I was diſcouraged, 
in ſome meaſure,: by the heavy expence of 
theſe, and former publications, and the length 
. occupied in n them for the — 
, preſs. N POD OTH 
- As the members of the fociety, and par- 285 
. ticularly the directors, were ſolicitous to 
have the book as ſoon as poltible, 'F have 
completed as far as Cape Wrath, which in- 
_ cludes the Weſt Highlands, and the . : 


Illes. 


In the election of objects 1 3 had na- 
tional utility principally in view, from a hope, 


that in a very ſhort time, the ſhores and 


iſlands 


, 


K) 


iſlands which I had viſited, will hecome the 
— of public attention. 


I have claſſed the wink under three 1 


cipal diviſions: : 


| Secondly, The Journar. 


"Thirdly, A large — <_—_— 4 


Mliſcellaneous Papers. 


Firſt, DISSERTATIONS on the ANCIENT 
"and MODERN STATE of the HIGHLANDS. 5 


By means of this methodical arrange- 
' ment, . have been enabled to bring under 


one view, and to comprize in a ſmall vo 


"ii a very conſiderable number of inte- 
reſting ſubjects reſpecting that important, 


and, till "ny; unknown hor: of 9 a 


Britain. 


ſides thoſe which are corrected i in the errata. 


we give 2 faithful derail of fatts was the 
chief object of my attention. This I con- 
ſidered as an incumbent duty to the public at 


age, and to that ſociety i in particular, who . 


$8 


: 


Being much Araitendd 3 in time, 1 was under 
che neceſſity of ſending the manuſcript to tlie 
preſs in its firſt, and conſequently rough ſtate. 
Some grammatical inaccuracies may there 
fore have eſcaped my notice, but 1 believe | 
there are few errors of any conſequence + 


„ 


—ͤ A , 


(xx) 


had placed a more than ordinary degree ef 


confidence in what I formerly related, and 


- whoſe expectations from the preſent publica- 


tion, are raiſed ſo high as to demand the 


utmoſt exertion of abilities, which are very in- 
adequate to the magnitude of the undertaking. 


In deſcribing the moſt eligible ſtations for 


villages, I wrote under no influence, felt no 

prejudicesafor or againſt individual Proprietors 

of lands. Nature, and the accidental or con- 

. tingent ci reumflances of each reſpefive place, 2 
were the guides to which I invariably, ad- 

hered, as far as my knowledge extended. 


I mean to obſerve the ſame rigid regard to 


impartiality j in relating the ſubſequent part of 
the Journey along the northern and north eaſt 
coaſts of Scotland, which, being an almoſt 
undeſcribed country. requires "hs greateſt = 


accuracy in the narrative. T his, I propoſe 


to publiſh, i in the courſe of the enſuing ſpring, : : 
| with ſuch farther information as 1 thall be 
able to calle before that time. 9 75 


The act of corporation paſſed in 1 aly 


1786; and, on the roth day of Auguſt, a go- 
vernor, deputy-govemor, thirteen | directors, 
| five auditors, and a ſecretary were choſen. 2 


. . 8 N | 75 k | 4 . 40 : a F 
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tors have received various propoſals from 


Cr | 

The directors firſt met in January 1787, 
when they addreſſed a letter to all proprietors 
of lands on the coaſts of the Highlands and 
the Hebride Iſlands, defiring to be furniſhed 


with the ſpecific terms on which they ſhould 


be willing to transfer ſuch portions of ground 
as the ſociety might find eligible for the pun- 
poſe of building; with other queſtions rela- 
tive to the ſubject of i 3 the country, 
and the fiſheries, 


In conſequence of theſe letters, the direc- 


landed proprietors, and they mean to begin 
their operations with all convenient ſpeed. 
They meet weekly, ſometimes oftener, when 


all letters and papers addreſſed to the board 
upon theſe ſubjects, or to 4 member thereof, ET 
5 are read by the ſecretary. 
5 Having thus given the firſt Aiflveicat out- 925 
5 lines of this, new and very fingular eftabliſh- 
ment, the fallowing ſpecific addreſs to the 


PROPRIETORS of landt on the coafts of the 


” Highlands —to the BRITISH ' $0CIETY—and — 
0ð0 the LEGISLATURE, or the PUBLIC at. 


large, may be found uſeful in the operation 
- and Rd of that national buſineſs. (nk 
WW. = 15 3 AD» 


(= 


ADDRESS TO THE PROPRIETORS OF LANDS 
oN THE COASTS OF THE HIGHLANDS: | 


I ever a free market town is eſtabliſhed, the 
value of lands will riſe proportionally to the 
inereaſe of ſuch town ; conſequently, it will 
be the intereſt of every proprietor to meet the 
: Britiſh ſociety half way, either by a free gift 
of a certain portion of ground, by a ſmall quit- 

” rent, proportioned to the value of the land; or 
at a moderate price, if the ſociety | ſhould be — 
inclined to make a purchaſe. Wn _ ey 

: In this buſineſs it will be fair to dew : 
the line between the proprietor of 8 large | 
diſtrict, and he who poſſeſſes only a ſmall 
tract in the vicinity of any ' propoſed town. 
The benefits to the former will be great, to 
ttjhe latter they will be proportionally leſs. = - 

5 therefore expected by the public, that every | 

. proprietor who is capable of looking forward, 
will take his ſtand in this great work of na- 
tional improvement, and act a part ſuitably ? 

to the circumſtances of his ſituation. ; on... 
thus blending private benefit, with the general 
| good, the names of i uch proprietors ' who 
ſhall, with a liberal hand, come forward, and 


T ſcarcely needs to be obſerved, that where- 


( bawit 
at an early period, will be engraved upon 
every Highland. rock, and be recorded with 
applauſes to the end of time. 
But ſomething farther remains on the 

part of the gentlemen of che Highlands, to- 
_ wards the ſucceſs of the various branches which 


= conſtitute this great deſign. The ſervitude re- 
quired by proprietbrs, tackſmen, and ſome fac- 


tors, amounts, accarding to ancient uſage, to 
forty-two days every year, and theſe the moſt 
favourable for ploughing, ſowing, digging . 
peats, leading them home, cutting down. * 
leading home the grain. 
_ While the poor men and t 
_ thus employed upon the buſineſs of their — 


5 riors, and for which they receive neither moneß 


nor proviſions, their own affairs lie neglected, 


yet the rent muſt be paid, or they muſt turn 
out, to make room for others. 1 


and their little craps rot upon the ground ; 


This cuſtom bad its riſe in the e ages, = 


D when every chicftan was fole maſter of the 
people who lived upon his lands, and | 
command their labour in the ſame manner as 
es Weft India Planters — the habour of 

| their — 8 — "EN 


could 
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Wherever this cuſtom prevails, it will be 
in vain to expect any material change in the 
face of the country, or the condition of the 
inhabitants. Servitude is wearing out, however, 
in the Weſt Highlands; but it remains in 
force through Caithneſs, and ſome other _ 
of the North. 
Another cauſe of the low ſtate of agriculture : 

in the Highlands, the nakedneſs of the coun- 
try, the meanneſs of the dwellings, and the ex- 

treme poverty of the people, is the ſhortneſs 
of the tenure on which they generally hold 
their farms. Some eſtates are let f rom year 10 
your only; others for three, five, « or nine years. 
The bad policy of this meaſure = 
: obvious, that it would be waſting time to 
dwell upon ſuch a painful ſubject. But this 
is not all; the people who have the misfor- 
tune to live upon ſome eſtates, are obliged to 
advance, upon every renewal of a leaſe, a ſum 
of money called a graſſom, proportioned to the 
1 duration of ſuch leaſe; and he who has no 
money for this purpoſe, muſt either ſell pen 
of his little ſtock to raiſe it, or quit the farm 


and go about his buſineſs. This cuſtom is 


Not, however, very general in the Highlands, 
neither is it pecaliar to chat country only. 


„ theſe people, when on their paſſage, drew up 


( Txexix |) 
But none of the circumſtances abovemen-: 
tioned have proved ſo unfavourable to popu- 
lation, as the newly deviſed cuſtom of eject- 
ing fifty or a hundred families at a time, o 
make room for a ſtock of ſheep,” which can 
be managed by one family, and in ſome places, 
by a ſervant or herd only. This practice, 


with the religious commotions of the laſt 


century, nearly depopulated the South of 
Scotland, from whence it is faid, 7, ooo f 


5 milies tranſported themſelves to the North of 5 
Ireland, America, and other parts. 


The ſame cauſes have lately produced _ _ 


fame effects, in the Highlands, of which there 
is an example as late as the month of June, 


1786, when 550 perſons embarked in one 


5 ſhip for America, of whom 500 were from 1 5 


one eſtate only. A gentleman who happened 3 


to be preſent at the embarkation, declared, 


fttlhat the parting ſcene between the emigrants | | 


and their friends who remained behind, was 
too moving for human nature to behold. 


1 have ſince that time been informed, chat 


a narrative ſtating the cauſes of their emigra- 
tion, in anſwer to ſome reports that had been 
= op * againſt them. That they put this 


5 


4 
— the hands of the captain, or ſine 
other perſon who was to return to Britain, 
praying that their caſe might be inſerted in 
the newſpapers. As nothing has yet appeared 
in any paper, it would ſeem that the perſon 
7 had not been worthy « of the confidence which 
So helpleſs people of both ſexes, and of alt 
ages, had repoſed in him. . 
It is difficult to aſcertain with l = 
1 what number of people have emigrated, from 
this and other cauſes, fince the year 1763. Some 
| raiſe their eſtimates as high as go, ooo; but 


| certain it is, that above 30,000 have in that 


ceiving entry money. They may extend the 
period of leaſes, and beſtow particular marks 


time gone to America, beſides a continual | 
drain to other parts. | 
I.: is in the power of the proprietors to mi- 
tigate, but not wholly to remove the diſtreſſing 


circumſtances of the people under them. They . 


may aboliſh ſervitude, and the cuſtom of re- 


of favour to the induſtrious ; but they muſt be 


more than human to reſiſt, invariably, the 5 
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tempting offers that are — made by y 

| ſheep farmers. 7 OY 
I Fheclimate of the Highlands i 18 * 
unfavourable to ee. The weft r. 


* 


« =) 


Med wich rains in the weed — The 
. glens and ftraths of the interior parts enjoy 
little ſun, and before vegetation is brought to 

maturity, the weather breaks, the mountains 
pour down torrents of water upon the lower 


= grounds, and heavy rains are ſucceeded by 


fleet and ſnow, which keep poſſeſſion of the 


| heights till the April ſun comes round, when 


the wretched farmer, renews. 2 fruitleſs 


toils of the field. 25 
Under ſuch a climate, the beſt years are 


2 bad. Every third year upon an average, is a 


| as early as October, before the growth has 


| are called, the people, inflead of being able. 
— pay any rent, muſt be ſupplied by the lard, 
his factor, or ſome trader, with the actual 


year of famine ; and it ſometimes happens, as 
in 1782, that the potatoes are froſt- bitten 


| ceaſed. In all theſe years of famine, as they 


means of exiſtence, till the > grounds us L 
better crops. r 


When one bad crop is — by ano- 


ther bad crop, as in the years 1782 and 3. we 


the proprietor muſt either purchaſe grain 


from diftant ws ſupport . ns; tum | 
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them out of doors, or ſee them per * 


flow degrees, through want. 
From theſe defects of climate, the ocuply 


are ever in debt to the proprietors, or to the tra- 
ders where they reſide, and ſometimes to both. 
Even in the comparatively fertile county of 
Caithneſs, the tenantry have not yet been able 
to pay for the grain or meal furniſhed them 
in thoſe years, by the gentlemen whoſe lands 
they occupy. I have been informed from the 
=— 27 authority, that the arrears upon one 
eſtate in that county, exceed four bead 
* 5 = 
Under theſe circumſtances, it need be no 
matter of ſurpriſe, if gentlemen ſhould - em- 
brace the tempting offers from ſheep farmers. 
One man will occupy the land that ſtarved 
fifty or more families; he gives a double or tre- 
dle rent, and is punctual to the day of payment; 1 
conſequiently numbers of ejected poor people, 5 
are continually on the wing for America. 
To the plan of the Britiſh ſociety, and to 
that only, we are to Jook. for an effectual ; 
N remedy againſt this evil. = 
it propoſes to lay the * of ſmall : 
— towns, where the people may 
ſupphy themſelves with grain, meal, falt, 
bung 


(rei 


fiſhing nn and other neceſſaries: 
where they may ſell the produce of the earth 
and the ſea, for ready money, and at a fair 
price; and finally, where all ſuperfluous hands 
may find employment in fiſhing, ſpinning, 


and ſmall branches of manufacture. 


Conſequently the tenantry, inſtead of wks 
a burden to the proprietors, will be able to 
give better rents, and to pay in a reaſonable 


time, to the mutual advantage of both par- 
ties; and the extraordinary inducement to de- 


. — means of 2 — will 


ceaſe. 


| wiſe their eſtates muſt. remain in * _ 
I be — deſolated. 


This leads 1 to the St wth which 1 
wn out, That it ui be good policy i in the gen- 
tlemen of the High! ands, to treat with the 
Britiſh ſociety on the moſt liberal terms, other- 1 


— — : K“ͤ4„ —ͤ = 0 — — — —— — * 


ADDRESS TO THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR 
EXTENDING THE FISHERIES. | 


HE next great object relates to the opera- 
tions of the Britiſh ſociety, eſpecially 
"nn | the firſt ſetting out, which may be con- 
ſidered as the main ſpring that will give the 
turn or caſt to all their ſubſequent proceedings, 
and to the ſucceſs of the buſineſs. —=_ 
5 Many ſchemes have appeared in print, | 
* have been tranſmitted to the directors, 
and more may be expected. The greateſt 
part of thoſe that have already appeared ,, 
however, ſo inconſiſtent with each other, in 
the plans which they reſpectively ſtate as the 
beſt, and the moſt effectual meaſures to be 
purſued, that inftead of aiding, they muſt tend 
o lead the ſociety into a — of doubts 
and uncertainty. 
. anſwer all Py papers ſpecificity, 55 
SO: wands: occupy a whole volume, and prove 
| tireſome in the peruſal; * ſhall, therefore 
| only take up ſome of the moſt general and 
important heads, 28 . 3 
1. The meaſures to be « purſued in erecting TO 
_ TY 
- The beſt means of encouraging mecha- = 


nics and fiſhermen | to Purcha ſe the houſes 
that 


( xv) 
that may be built by the ſociety at the firſt 
ſetting out, as well as to build houſes at their 
bon riſk and expence. 
3. The moſt effectual means of encourag= 
ing the fiſheries among the inhabitants of the 


towns, and the adjacent ſhores. 
For the aſſiſtance of the uninformed . 


1 ſhall previouſly tranſcribe the geographical pn” 


part of the diſcourſe, which I had the honout 


to draw up as a data to the noblemen and gen- 8 


tlemen when they firſt met upon the * 
of f Bb the — my 


— 


3 Deſcription #. * po Sh ft the -_ 


Highlands, and of the H. ebride Her. 


The Highlands conſiſt of two principal - 5 


. diviſions: 


— the Hebride Iſlands. 


Firſt, the nn part of | Scotland ; and, OY 


The coaſt of the main- land ftretc 8 Th 


on 


| to — Wrath, tacin 8 the n Northern ; 


233 and Cape Wrath in 58, 43: the whole 
forming 4 coaſt of two hundred and thirty 


En gliſh 


the Weſt fide, from a promontory called oO: 
Mull of Cantire, facing Ireland on the South, _ 


E be Mull of dude lies ; in | North ut. 87 2 


* 
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„ 
Engliſh miles, in a ſtraight line: but were tlie 
windings of the head-lands included, the coaſt 


would greatly exceed three - hundred miles. 


This is called the Weſt Coaſt of the Hi ghlands, 


and is waſhed by the Atlantic, between which 


coaſt and North America there is no land, : 


excepting the Hebride Iſlands. 


After paſſing round Cape Wrath, we enter 


upon the northern extremity of Great Bri- 
| tain, which lies nearly in a ſtraight line from 
Cape Wrath on the Weſt, to Dungſbay-Head 
on the Eaſt, and forms a coaſt of leventy 
miles, uſually called the Pentland Firth. 
There is no land between this coaſt and 
Greenland, . excepting. the Iſlands, 


At the diſtance o.. 6 miles 
The Shetland ſands, ee, Too ditto | 


5 The Ferro Iſlands, . ———u—õ— 1 50 ditto 


And Iceland. . . .. 400 ditto 
The two firſt mentioned an to Great Bri- ; 


5 tain; the two laſt to the Crown of Denmark. 


Leaving Dungſbay-Head, we enter upon 


the Eaſt Coaſt of the Highlands, which 
= ſtretches ninety miles due South to Inverneſs, 
at the head of the Murray Firth. But as 
the moſt ſouthern part of this diſtrict i 


18 ac- 


- cominodated with towns and materials for 


1 L Aoi ww 


5 For the fake of even iunibers we e Wall 


„ 1 add. on account of _ 


8 ( xcvii) 
fiſheries, we ſhall limit the eftimate to cn 
part of the coaft which lies between Dungf- 
bay-Head and the ſmall ruinous town of 
Dornoch, containing a line of feventy miles. 
This coaſt is waſhed by the German Sea, EE” 
and faces the South part of Norway, fro \ 
which it is diſtant three hundred miles. 
The total number of miles between the 
Mull of Cantire and the Firth of Dotnoch, TY 


- excluſively of head-lands, bays, and lakes, 23 


is as ſolows: viz. Bn 
The Weft coaſt betweeh the Mull of Cantite, 
and Cape AA 3 75 
The North coãſt, betucen Cape Wrath . 
ud Dungſbay-Head, . 70 
The Eaſt coaſt, between are Tex d 8 54 5 
18 ng the Firth of Domoch. e 8 ho | 


oa ids, . 30 g 


Almoſt tounleſs coalt. on we main- | 
MEoxi_wwwww_l 
py Wet now come to -— ts Grand diviſion of the 

- Highlands, which is oompoſ⸗ A 
Iſlands, called the Hebrides, amo mtirig te 


: g 
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about hve hundred; of which forty* are 
inhabited. It would be difficult to aſcer- 
tain the circumference of this numerous 
cluſter of iſlands, or even of all thoſe that 
are inhabited. We ſhall, therefore, only 
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5 ſtate the dimenſions of the moſt conſidera- 

= ble, from which may be formed an im- 

l: = perfect conjecture of the aggregate | line of | 
= the whole. 
=_ 1. The Long Ihand fans a chain of eh 
= one hundred and forty miles in length, and, 
1 in general, from ſix to ten miles in width : 

1 n one place it is thirty-two miles acroſs. 

x. This chain i is principally compoſed of five 
| | iſlands, lying South and North, and ſepa- 
BM | rated from each other at high-water by four 
1 narrow channels, through ſome of which fiſh- : 
= ing-veſſels may paſs from Eaſt to Weſt, be- 

| ween the inner channel and the main ocean. 

[ . Shy is fifty-four miles in length, and 
= 808 in width, at a medium. . 
R = Mull i is twenty miles in length, and 
[ Ln fifteen | in width at a medium. 1 3 
1 4. "the ö 
| 21 have fince diſcovered nearly one hundred inhabited 
16 iſlands, - ole as 24 and 25 of 
| the Journal, 

vi us 


—— — 
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5 


is 2 is abeut half the dimenſions of 
Mull. 

4 Jura i is nearly the five of the former. 

6. Trrey and Coll, ſeparated from each 
other by a narrow channel, are above. twenty 
miles in length, and three, at a medium, | 
m width. © 


The main cicumference of theſe iſlands may 
be ſtated at fix hundred miles, of probably 
the beſt fiſhing ſhores in Europe, of the 


fame extent. 


| The attention of the public we chere- 
fore be directed w - 5 | 


The bn of the main - land, 


from the Mull of Cantire to 400. Inhabited by 1 0,000 ” 
the Firth of Dornoch ........ > 


And to the Hebride 3 * . Mecca nw 


Miles. | _ 


| People, 7 


5 Number of To owns which it wank be agate 


70 eret on the above-mentioned ſhores: plan 


” 7 thoſe towns, and the expence of the houſes. 3 


ErWEEN the Mull of Cantire and the 
Firth of Dornoch, there are; upon; the | 
4 coaſt of the main-land and the iſlands, above 


two hundred la. = and openings, ROY = | 
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an eligible flation, without obſerving” * LOS re 
tances between one town and another, / 


C3) 


\ of which : are e fiſhing grounds, and where ſhips 


may ſafely ride. 
'To put theſe extenſive and valuable ſhores, 
in a ſituation for proſecuting the fiſheries ef- 


fectually, and at all ſeaſons of the year, Fok Ty 


fiſhing ſtations, or ſmall towns, will be neceſ- | 
ſary, in the firſt inſtance; being only one ſta- 


tion for every twenty-five miles, on a coaſt of 


ode thouſand miles, and for every five thou- 
ſand people, who reſide on that coaſt, beſides . 
_ thoſe who inhabit the interior country, the 


younger part of whom would ſoon become 


; regular fiſhers. N 


For facilitating the growth of towns, ac- 


| conteſting the great body of the people 
_ with materials for the fiſheries, and inſtruct⸗ ä 
ing others in the mechanical arts, a houſe 
will be required for each of the following 
: profeſſions, viz.—A ſhip carpenter, or boat- 
builder, cooper, net - maker, 
ſitmith, maſon, — weaver,itaylor, 
: ſhoetnaker, butcher, and ta EM 


WOE. 5 


k =x 


= By this is to be 5 that a town ſhould be placed 


42 $4 i Yd 


wherever nature and other favourable circumſlances point out 


1 


d to di 


tatiner, black - 5 
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Alſo for a general dealer in meal, grain, 
fiſhing materials and ſtores, ſalt, timber, 
ſtaves, hoops, pitch, tar, oil, and 2 great 
variety of other articles, which the fiſhers ; 
and the country people have at preſent. no 
means of procuring, upon ealy terms, or 
when immediately wanted. : 
A public houſe | or ſmall inn, accommo- 
dated with beds for the conveniency « of ſtran- 
gers who may come thither to buy and ſell, 


4Þ 


will be particularly neceſſary ; and we hope, 
TD likewiſe, that a houſe will be deemed requiſite : 
* ſchool-mafter, and for an * 
5 ſurgeon. 1 | 


The whole number will a Gxteen . 


houſes which, peng thoſe tor the, trader 


Dee 


or ay 4 * 5 "one, 1 


0 , O > « * 
11 : *. ; WF 
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; and ſlate; each houſe having two apartments 5 
on the ground, with ſtone- flooring; and two . 
apartments above. The houſes for the MM 


der and inn-keeper | ſhould be more capaci- ä 


ous, and accommodated with back-raoms __ 


holding bulky articles. But, upon the whole, 
theſe ſixteen buildings may be raiſed, in * 
country where materials (timber excepted) are 
plentiful, and where wages are comparatively 


low, at 8ol, each. or 1. 280l. for the whole, 
1 1 : A8 
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7 on each t town ot 1267 Houſes | | 2000 
Number of 1 —:! 3+ ooh 


Total expence for building 40 towns, 


| cui) 
a "Y or moſt of the lakes and biye i in, the 


Highlands are more or leſs the receptacles of 


white-fiſh, ſhell-fiſh, ſalmon, mackarel, and 
occaſionally vifited by the migrating ſhoals _— 
herrings, there ought tobe a number of ſtationa- 


ry, practical fiſhers in each town, at its firſt 
eſtabliſhment, for whoſe accommodation | 
twenty ſmall. houſes may be built, with 
5 two apartments on the ground, at about EZ 
2 sl. each: mall Sol. 


GENERAL ACCOUNT, Fiz 


” Sixteen — to each town L- 30 1280 5 
J) oeeuoeooce Be - 25} % 
A public well, paving, and other in- 


cidental expences. —ͤ—ꝛ — ·ͤê 2 20 | 


n 


Pre 640 houſes, at 8ol. each; 


and 800 do. at 2 l. in all 1440 houſes 'H 80,000 | 


The above 1s the ſum which it will be . 


8 to raiſe by individual ſubſcription, 
not upon ſpeculative ideas of a plan of great 
ecmolument to thoſe who advance the money, 

but merely to build a number of commodious 

dwellings | on the beſt fiſhing grounds, for a 


people, who, though they cannot immediate- 


. 


E 

ly ered houſes at their own expence, may, 
with a moderate degree of ſucceſs in their re- 
ſpective profeſſions, be able in a few years, to 
pay a ſmall yearly rent, by which the ſubſcri- 
bers may receive from three to four per cent. 

upon an average of years, till the houſes ſhall 
be ſold, and the principal repaid. = 
In a country which cannot iſe the neceſ- 


ſary ſupplies of grain for i its inhabitants, who 


frequently experience a temporary ſcarcity, 


itt would be expedient to accommodate each 


houſe, having four apartments, with an acre 


of land adjoining to the ſame; and the ſmall 


5 houſes with half an acre each, whereon to 


raiſe vegetables and potatoes; which, with 


fiſh at their doors, would form a principal 5 4 
part of their ſubſiſtence * the whele 0 


your 
In treating with the ng proprictors 


: 1 the ſoil, it would be neceſſary to look for- 2 
N ward to the growth of the towns, and to 


procure, at once, ſufficient ground not only = 


for the ſite of houſes; but alſo for a ſmall 
| garden to each houſe which ſhall be erected by 


. individuals ag the n of each towns 


ſhip. 
The 8 of theſe towns wk R_ | 
greatly on the liberality of the preſent ground 


84. pro- 


e 
proprietors; who, if they co-operate with the 
diſpoſitions. of the Public, if they with 
to improve their eſtates, to have their rents 
well paid, and to, ſee their country flouriſh, 
will readily treat with the directors for a piece 


— ground, not under fifty Scots acres for each 


townſhip, to become from thence forward the 
unalienable royalty of ſuch towns, ſubject 
only to the prince on the throne; the laws of 
their country; and the 9 of their 


own magiſtracy. 
The growth of theſe towns ol allo depend 


much on the aid that government ſhall give 
; towards the building of cuſtom- houſes, quays, 
and other works: which fall properly on the 
public at large. The concurrence of govern- 
ment in this reſpect will operate as the main- 
ſpring of the whole buſineſs. It will diſpoſe 
the proprietors of lands to treat for the ali- 
5 enation of the ſame on the moſt liberal terms; 


it will facilitate the ſubſcription for erecting 


tbe private dwellings; and finally, it will | 
, draw to theſe places a concourſe of Nr le, -— 


| traffic, and ſhipping. 


From theſe outlines of the * it appears, whe 
tha the mutual concurrence and hearty ſupport 
of the ſeveral deſcriptions of men before men- 


0 & — 
tioned. are abſolutely neceſſary in laying the. 


foundation of towns, which may, one day, 
prove as walls of braſs for the defence of this 
highly-favoured and juſtly celebrated agg 4 


| SooN after the above appeared in print, 
. I ſet out upon my northern tour, and as the 


plan was immediately communicated to the 


public through the channel of newſpapers, p 


and other publications, T had an opportu- 


nity of hearing the ſentiments of all degrees 
of people upon that ſubject. 
It may be ſuppoſed that the generality of 


men gave their opinion for or againſt the 5 
plan, agreeably to the benefit or diſadvantage, . 


which, in their apprehenſion, would be the 
: conſequence to themſelves, or to the country . 


where they reſpectively reſided, were it a 
tried into execution. Accordingly, the inha- : 


bitants of the Highlands were warmed to Aa 


degree of enthuſiaſm, for the ſpeedy e execu- ö 


1 tion of the deſign; 1 while ſome perſons in 
other parts, fpoke of it with coolneſs, and 
ſeemed to ridicule the idea of drawing the 
attention of the public to the quarter pro- 
poſed. Becauſe the country was naturally 2 
5 barren, and the pou lived i in the n po- 
3 . "5 
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verty, they were to be abandoned to their 


fate. 


« Tt is not, ſaid ſome cefpe@table perſons, 


« the practice of nations to build towns on 
* the frontiers. 
| cauſe ſuch towns are moſt expoſed to the ene- 
my's bombardments. But the ſhores of the 
Highlands of Scotland are far removed from 
enemies. The fleets and armies which aſſail 
theſe coaſts, are mighty ſhoals of herrings, 
mackarel, cod, ling, haddocks, and other 
varieties of fiſh, who come annually = 
feed and enrich the inhabitants ; ; but which, 5 

; from the want of towns to receive ow, are 


a ſnatched away by ſtrangers. 


33 


The reaſon is plain, be- 


By far the greateſt number of projile a ap- 


| proved, however, of any plan that would 

alleviate the diſtreſſes of the Highlanders, ft 
| extend their fiſheries, and ſtrengthen the 
„ navy. With theſe views, many ſub- 
ſcribed to the fund then raiſing, and others 

; only required ſome farther time to conſider 
5 of the part they ſhould take. It is not, 

— ſaid they, the deſign itſelf, but our fears _ 


£ reſpecting the execution of that deſign, 


Which keep us in ſuſpence. We have ſeen, 
« * and we have heard of great miſmanage- 


« ment 


( n 
ment in the expenditure of public and 
private money, and we wiſh to ſee in 
« what manner this buſineſs is likely to 
be conducted, before we embark in it. 
This reaſoning was fair and equitable. | 
The miſtruſt which it implied, was founded 
upon by-paſt experience, and I hope that the 
Britiſh ſociety will wiſely avail themſelves of 
the hints that have been given them. a 
Having, ſince the before mentioned plan 
was drawn up, ſurrounded the whole northern 
part of the iſland; having examined every 
_ diſtri, bay, and lake, with as much minute- 
neſs as my limited time, and the inclemency 


0 the weather permitted, 1 am enabled, * 4 


means of theſe new lights, to judge of the 
plan with a greater degree of certainty. 3 


have applied it to the preſent ſtate of all the 5 
different parts of theſe extenſive ſhores, and 


to the various ſituations of people, by whom : 
they are inhabited; but, inſtead of becoming a 


convert to any of the ſchemes which I have ; 


. ſeen, or heard of, I am more confirmed in the 
80 opinion, that the original propoſal i is. the beſt 
dA daped to the circumſtances of the High- 

lands, its people, and fiſheries. I am fully 

convinced, that + 2 the Britiſh, ny ſhall 


- top 


= eviii) 


act jugiciouſly, and if the contractors for 


_ executing the buſineſs ſhall act faithfully,” 
the plan which, E fiſt recommended, will, 
with ſome improvements, fully wer the 
great ends propoſed 6 
„ ifty : acres is there mentioned as the loweſt 
quantity of round that will be wanted; but, 
where there is a ſufficiency of arable or im- 
proveable land, it would be expedient to 
procure ſome hundred acres, and this. _ 
the moſt eaſy terms. 
In ſome of the towns, a range of * 
5 might be built for the various branches of the 
herring buſineſs, | as gutting, packing, and 
repacking ; | and, in other towns, for curing 


_ white fiſh. In ſome ſtations, houſes will 


de wanted for both of theſe purpoſes, ale 
for lodging boats, falt, and coals. ——- 
5 The upper apartments would hold caſks, 
faves, hoops, | nets, fails cordage, nails, | 
and other articles. Some rooms might * 


fitted up with beds for working people. 


But it is to be feared that theſe buildings 

| would require more money than the ſociety 
can well ſpare at the firſt ſetting out. If this 
ſhould happen to be the caſe, it would be ne- 
ceſſary to extend the buildings deſigned f for the 


Pers 3 and the — 
2 


0 CIX ) 

Some geritlemeh' are of opinion, tit in- 
ſtead bf biülding houfes for traders, teck“ 
nics, and fiſhermen, the ſociety thould dave 
that bufineſs to the people thethſelves. 
Were this plan adopted im tlie Att inflate; 
no perſon would attempt to btüild, who ad 
any] pro 


Hied out of thee 


expect ev ery day to be tu 


hbabitations, world be glad to get a ſpot 


purchafe'the produte of the cbuntty, and ſinal- 
„ fopply the inhabitants with neces —— 
3 life, as well as for the pk -— 
_ hoſes of agticulſti e and fiſhing. Ie 


E for 


which they cc could call their own, where they 
could be Meute in the poſſeſſion upon cer- 
an eaſy conditivhs, and be out of the Py 


petty to loſe. Some deſperate pebple: 
who have no certain place of reſidence, or WWW 


. clutches of ftewards or factors. But theſe —_-. 


not the men to f 


heties, to catry the fame 


. n a fefpectable thriving 
village, to exten the fi 


| to/the various markets at home and Abr, 


to introduce the building of decked veſſels; "ts | 


Upon this plan, the delt Btusttente e 5 


= ine Ke harbours, would be bcetipied dy 3 


4 group of mean huts or cottages, the feeble 


| Which fro vahi: 


F ble Purpoſe could ne wiſe 


efforts of indigence and ignorance, from 
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in any caſe whatever, and all the hopes of 
"oh ſociety, and of the public, would end in 


impotence and deriſion. 
Very different are the ness for raiſing 


fiſhing ſettlements in the flouriſhing pro- 
' vince of Nova Scotia. 

late peace, a number of towns have been raiſed 

upon a regular plan; the ſtreets croſs each 
other at right angles; 3 they are from fifty to 
ſixty feet in breadth; many of the houſes have 
fixty feet in front by 120 in depth; and the 
ſtore-houſes, docks, wharfs, &c. are all com- ; 
5 pletely and effectually executed. 


Here, ſince the 


The reader will be ſurprized hm. "he oy 


: gala, from very credible authority * that the 
following places have been raiſed to conſider- 
able magnitude, within the. ſpace. of four 5 


pore: only, viz. 


St. Andrews, cofiting of boo houſes, and 


3000 people. 


* Harbour, containing foo 39" Eq 
t. Jobn s River, containing about 2000 


* with 10, 000 inhabitants; andis already | 
I. of MEI ſal of veſſels, ſome . of 


\® An account of the ** ſtate of © Nova Scotia publiſh 


15 at London and Edinburgh in 1786, 


( xi) 
which are employed in carrying on trade with 
the Weſt Indies, and the reſt in the whale 
and cod fiſheries. Various other ſettlements: 
upon the ſame river, contain 4000 people. 
Annapolis Royal, which has lately increaſ- 
ed to ſix times its former dimenſions. 
The Town of Shelburn, built upon the 
harbour of Port Roſeway, where the inhabi- 

5 tants, which, before the war, did not exceed 
fifty perſons, have increaſed to chirty thou- i 
ſand, beſides fourteen hundred negroes „„ - 
good effects of their being poſſeſſed of 3 
large capital, ſhews itſelf very plainly in the 
great number of ſhipping belonging to le 

a merchants, nearly equalling that of Halifax 
ittelf, being at leaſt three hundred fail of all 
ſorts, ſeveral of which are employed in the 

Whale fiſhery, a ſtill greater number to . 
Weſt Indies, and the reſt in the cod fiſhe. 
ry upon the coaſt of Province. At this 
place four hundred veſſels have been built 
ſince the evacuation of New York, of which . 
: ſeventy were on the ſtocks at one time. | 


Liverpool, . twelve hundred in- 
habitants. 8 if r 10 


3 Lunenburgh, whoſe a have in- 
. creaſed 5 three to nine thouſand. | | 


Haz 
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— branch 1 is little ſhort of ten thouſand ; 
"0 ſure proof of the height to which che 


f 


owing to the number of refugees who have 
carried their capitals, their induſtry, and their - 
_ expe rience to Nova Scotia, * muſt at the 5 
ſame time be allowed, that their ſucceſs de- 
. pended much upon the judicious meaſures — 
which they adopted in forming the new 
towns, and increaſing | the old ones. 1 
Wk admitted, that the ſcale upon which 5 
7 theſe people carried on their works, is fir 
| too (extenſive to be copied upon the ſhores 


7 cxii 

HarirAx, whoſe inhabitants have been 
more than doubled during the laſt ten years. 
Before the late war, ſcarcely five hun- 
dred men were employed in the cod fiſhety 
from Nova Scotia ; but at preſent, the 
number employed in the various ſtages of 


white fiſhery may be carried upon the nor- 


ſtzhern ſhores of Scotland, and che increaſe of 
population therefrom. . 


Though this rapid increaſe of people, towns, 1 
ſhipping, and fiſheries, is in a great meaſure 


of the Highlands of Scotland; but, at thje 


ſame time, a medium line may be adopted, he 
_ - tween magnificent erections, and pitiful ſmoaky 1 


 hovels, poſieſſed * a ſet of beggars, who 
inflead | 


5 and the buſineſs of their families. 


Ca 

inſtead of eg the purpoſes of the 

Britiſh Society, would become a dead weight 

en them, and require daily ſupport. 
Every village ſhould be fo conſtituted, as | 

to give force and efficacy to all the branches 


of provincial improvement propoſed by the 
Society; to accompliſh which, it muſt have 


the means within itſelf. It ſhould be in- 
habited i in its origin by Gene 1 men of property, . 


9 knowledge, induſtry, and perſeverance; with 
a proportionable number of practical fiſhers, 5 


whoſe wives and children would alſo find em- 1 
ployment in ſpinning hemp, knitting nets, 


gutting and cleaning the fiſh, 5 oil, 3 5 


In this gradation of ranks, every inhabitant T 


: : of the village would take his ſtation, and act | | 
his part in that line of life for which he was 


ER begin to erect houſes for the accommodation 8 
of new ſettlers, and by this flow but ſure 


5 ; beſt qualified ; and thus the beneficial influ- | 
| ences of a well regulated village would be 


5 diffuſed every where around, to the diſtance 5 


af ſeveral miles; while the inhabitants, by | 


means of increaſing buſineſs or trafic, would : 


progreſs, the village would riſe to a town; 
and be able to go on of itſelf, without any. 
further aid from the Society. 3 


. " 


turf, &c. and would carry back grain or 

meal, ſalt, freſh and falted fiſh, medicines, 

ſoap, candles, leather, facking, implements 
of huſbandry, cutlery, and ſuch other articles 
as occaſional wants might require. 


meal, . candles, b den laathots — 


\ 


| F 3 exiv ) 
To this place the farmer would reſort 
va his cattle, calves, ſheep, goats, ſkins, 


_ poultry, eggs, butter, cheeſe, milk, honey, 


potatoes, vegetables, coarſe linens and wol- 
lens, linen and wollen yarn, hemp, flax, 


It would alſo give riſe to many ſmall füh- 


ing villages in its vicinity, to whom it would 

be the metropolis, aſſiſting, and being aſſiſted, 
to their mutual advantage. 5 
robuſt fiſhermen ſtationed along the creeks of 
dle coaſt, would carry their herrings, mack- 
erel, cod, ling, haddocks, whitings, flat-fiſh, 

| ſhell-fiſh, and oil, where they would find 

_ a ready market from the traders, for ſuch | 

| fiſh as were in proper condition, if freſh, w 
well cured and ſalted. From w 
would take back materials for — 
and repairs; hemp or cordage, nets, fails, 


Thither the 5 


anchors, caſks, ſalt, hooks, lines, ſpirits, 


The 


4 HEN 


| quantity could be increaſed. to ay extent. 


(ew) 
Th unden in the principal towns vb uld 
: bend coaſting veſſels, eſtabliſh a diſtam correſ- 
pondenee, export theirfiſh, oil, ſalt beef, Nins, 
butterf honey, potatoes; "kelp, timber, bark; = 
charcoal, lead, ſlates, and feathers. Of the fk; ES: 
oll. potatoes, timber; bark, and chart, the 


* By may appeat an extraordinary aſſertion to 


Sobtland, with the Iflands, ay be fenidered 
equal in value to all tlie fiſh; the ofl; the furs: 
the timber; and the lutinbet᷑ of the flouriſhing 
and extenſtve colony of Nova Scotia; but 
this ſeeming impoſſibility will vafliſfi in pro- 


ward mito view. | — 
The cod fiſheries of how Sectia * wh 
| found ANC can only be proſecuted if the fam- 


affirm that the productions of the Highlands of | , 


poltiom ab the Highlands man be broughs br. . 


mer ſeaſon, when that fiſh is in its wofft con⸗ 


Aten. Thoſe in the Highland ſeas ein be 


: proſecuted at all feafons, were the natives 


Ln with decked veſſels inſtead of ſmall I 


boats. From theſe ſhores, therefore, the 
Britifh, kriſh, Spaniſh, and Ftalin Matkets, — 
might be well ſupplied through the winter and” 


— . 8550 with filly . in the Os _— | — 


ha This 


decent village by individuals only. - : When a 
houſe i is to be built in that country, the work 
men, and the materials of timber and iron, muſt 
— brought from Glaſgow, Greenock, Aber 
FY deen, or Inverneſs. The people muſt be paid = 

high wages to induce them to go thitherzbeſides 
the expences of their journey to and from tje 
Highlands, which fall _ the 1 by 3 

whom they are engaged. Load i: 


* 


_— 
This — points out 


the propriety of ſuch liberal plans as will at- 
ford an ample field of action for the exertions | 
of the induſtrious, i in * fituation . de- 
= partment. . 


If theſe Am nuded: any counihaty EC 


| aids; it might be proper to mention the great 


difficulty, if not impoſſibility, of raiſing a 


The ſlate muſt alſo be TR Gab 4 . 


tance, and, in ſome places, the lime. It isowing 2 
do theſe inconveniencies and extraordinary ex- : 
pences, that ſo few decent houſes have been 
raiſed in the Highlands by men of re 5 

and that difficulty is faſt increaſing, 5 
— in within theſe few years, 55 commn 
wages to maſons and houſe carpenters were 


dn 


ſix-ſhillings per week; but ſuch-is- the ſpirit. 


of — at . and the principal | 


towns 


15 half-pay officers, widows, | '&c. who might 5 


C 
towns of Scotland, that the wages: have been 
raiſed to from nine to twelve ſhillings ;* and 
even at theſe wages, there is a + Oy of 
worxmen. 
In order, esche a. the buſineſs of the 95 
Society may be carried on with efficacy, they 
muſt, if I may uſe the expreſſion, ſet dum 
the principal houſes of every village, and 
leave the farther progreſs thereof to the con- 
veniency, and the ſpeculative views of thoſe 
5 perſons v who may become the firſt inhabitants, ; 
as well as te others in the neighbourhood, as 


be encouraged - to build, by means of the - 


ied worktnen' who would ſettle there, and the 
converiency of finding n in x the Wan q 
of anden 0 on the { e 5. 


58 . 


= Fhis; great augmentation.is. * owing to as. * riſe; 
| the price of proviſions within theſe laſt thirty years, of which 
: ' 5 Se an, —_ from Le and ocher ane 


Th iy Jars ago. Sian 1 the ring 1786, ; 


Beef you * KS 1 = 04, 5 


3; . 11 


Butter f 3 => iT ; .S: — — * — © _— 


* 


12 all 14 1 14 ? | 11 | * | | 


ſuch builders as offer; the, loweſt zenmg by 


the eaſieſt prices, with, all. the materials ne- 
 collary fax. fulſilling their engagements;; and: it 
will only be xequiſite, that the works, as well. 
as, the, materials, be doſely, examined; from, 
time to,timez on the paxt of. * oC 
the progreſs, of. the; hadingfs. 


of, this plan of action. on the part of the So- 
ciety, from / ſome circumnſtanees that hayge 
5 come within my own obſe mation. One o 
: the i praprietors of. the coaſt; of Oban, in Au- 
 gileſhire, has brought, together on, thatſpot . 
about twenty-ſix families, whe, byilt their, - 

own houſes upon a very moderate plan, and 
1 through whoſe exertions great things wete 
- expected; but the people ſtill ' 
much che ſame ſituation ag formerly, with * 
additional circumſtance againſt them , of h- 

ing exhauſted their little property, or a at | 
derable part of it, in mere dwellings only. 


. R * | 


7 


If the Society ſhall enter into contract with. 


piece - work, for the ſifſt erections, theſe men. 
will furniſh themſelves by wholeſale,, and. at 


6, during 


0 1 | * 5 


Imight advance ms 3 _ 


rifing 1 N 


nom!“ 


At Bernera i in Glen Elg, the tri 


— — W 


Se of- money by the garriſon, that hai - 
been d 6 drew together 


2 number 


* 91 ; : 


Cam) 
a. number of cottagers, who at preſent, the 
garriſon being withdrawn, are in the utmoſt 


poverty, and almoſt without the means of 
| keeping themſelves alive. | 


The board of truſtees for the forfeited ef 
tates; made ſeveral fpirited efforts to extend 
the fiſheries, and to introduce general induſtry 


in the Highlands. Another board at Edin- 1 
8 burgh have expended very large ſums with 


1 the ſame views; but, from all theſe exertions, 


no effectual permanent ſettlement, or even 


the appearance of it, has been eſtabliſhed; and 


- to the public. tC „ 
Noa, when we 8 the flomidhing 


| abandonaall contracted ideas of eſtabliſhing a 
37555 proſperous colony, by means of a pitiful §õjĩp i) 
om of a fund that was raiſed cheartally with 


5 ſtate of the fiſhing ſhores of Nova Scotia, n 
25 the one hand, and the very wretched ſtate _ 
| the fiſhing ſhores of the Weſt Highlands, on 

| the other hand, we muſt look to the cauſes. 


many thouſand Pounds! have been a on ; 


1 which produced ſuch oppoſite effects; we mult, 


che view of its being expended in fuch a 
manner as the nature of the country, and the 
doonditzon of the people; ſhould paint aur co be = 
EY * eligible and effectua. 


\ 
9 


: - als PP: 3 


an! repairs, and at the end of certain 
3 periods, they would want to be comnghatly: 
new thatched. _ 


judicious to uſe ftraw for thatch i in a coun- 


try that does not raiſe a ſufficiency for the 


| atte, who in ſevere winters have no other 
„ r 


nl time which might be directed * . 


retain great 3 of rains, to h 


{( cd 

80 ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed are many people i in 
Scotland with notions of /aving,. applied in- 
diſcriminately to all caſes and circumſtances 
which may happen, that ſome gentlemen __ 
who admit the force of the before- mentioned 


arguments, are for thatching the houſes with 


ſtraw, heath, or fern, in order to fave 2 
trifling expence. 3 


The N e of this grounded r ow Z 


. ſimony would be; 


Firſt, Very great 3 hs the towns. 


or latter, be deſtroyed by A £ 
Secondly, That the houſes. would want 


Thirdly, That it would = — in- 


F ourthly, This kind of . occupies 


objects. n 
Fifthly, Thick loads 4 ve getable hatch. 


thatched with ſuch materials, would ſooner ws 


that country is pa 1 b * wh, 
muſt be very prejudicial fo health, -.: A 
; All theſe inconveniences, 8 well as an 
| endleſs expence, will be avoided by means of 
late roofs, which laſt for ages, Which 1 require, 
no expence after the firſt coſt, and have 2 ah ays; 
—̃— agreeable appearance. ain ands.. ada 
I obſerved in my laſt journey along. the 
coaſt of the Murray Firth, a fiſhing tow n 
that was built with an uncommon degree of 
_ both in the dimenſions of the, 
houſes, and the materials of which they 1 were 


: * 


cerected. On firſt viewing this place, Icon. i 


_ cluded that the houſes muſt have been erected 


by ſome builder of conſiderable property and 
taſte, but upon farther enquiry, I was inform-, 


ed that the fiſhers there had been accuſtomed, . 


+4 ww. lei 


of late years, to travel every ſummer as far ® 


the Firth of Clyde, where they kept boats 0 
and tackling for catching. white fiſh, Win 

which they ſupplied Glaſgow, Paiſley, Gree- 5 
nock, &c. and returned in the winter to their 7 


That, 


families, with pocket full. of money. -. 
every man built a houſe for himſelf, at a great 


expence, which they ſaved. i in other matters, | 
becauſe they liked to live i in decent houſes, lach 


Fn 


as thoſe. that thi: faw i in * Wel Co 


3 


110. f 3 


C 
47 that nb houſe in the newly raiſed town 


: ty pound, or more than ſixty. 
M 1 perceived that cach houſe had two apart- 
ments below, with a deal loft above, fitteq 
up for the purpoſes of fleeping, holding lum- 
ber, fails, ropes, iron-work, nets; Tines, baſ- 
. kets, &c. that there was a fmall window 


dat each gavel, which ſerved to dry their nets, 
Unes, doths, and ſhirts. 


From che want of flate in that country, and 
the great expence of bringing it from the 


Highlands, many of them had roofed their 


1 Houfes with tiles, which they conſidered as ” 
greatly inferior to ſlate. Lap Ys 
1 viewed the inſide of Ai houſes: 


1 ſuine had floors of earth, others of deal ; 


forne had two” rooms above, others only one 
9 open place. The quality of the furniture 


abilities of the reſpective inhabitants. It was 


e ſenſible that they were betterIbdged than the . 

| other fiſhers upon the coaſt. A 

They complained that the made wy Catr- 

penterz took the advantage of them in their 

charges, for which they ſaid, they could get 

ns ee, 1 t'is s conjectured, that if one 
85 man 


was alſo various, and correſponded with the 


mn general neat, and the people ſeemed to be L 


Before Lapſe, this addreſs: — * 
find it an incumbent duty to give my reaſons: 


| By the,aG of e hos C 


(ain 


man of property had built all thoſe hbuies,: be. 
would have ſaved twenty or A 
upon the priee of materials, by purchaſing at 
the firſt hand: whereas theſe poor peupln 
were at the mercy of inferior builders, hb 
| were chemſelves at the merey oß che tradem by. 


whom they had, been fupplied,” - probably = 


upon long. exedit; which. the 2 a ; / 
il to lay upon the articles. 


fox diſſenting from a very cnſiderable m 
ber of people in another, paxticulay. — 
_ deen tha eee 5 
of thaſe ſhores. - 


| n * 
. $ v3 [4 71141 


allowed *..to, raiſa, a. capital, Joint forks: to 5 
«be applied; to purchafipg, or — 
quiring nds. and tenement, im perpetuity = 
and far-the Huilning of free wwns,, ike: 


I Me harhours,, quayss Piers, - and, Hiking: 


ies Och, facht lands, fo, parehafeds dt 

eisede and om no ober lands / ot 2009+ 2 
„% NARS; Whatſegver: Drew brig git 
_»Thopgh theſe: words, add; ke that- 4 


| Poſed ſchemes both in print andi inc manuri 
ſciptf that are 23 with the original 
5 idea 


cannot her miſtaknn. meny perſens bare pra- — 


ani white fſheries: to fail for one or more 


C p Y 
idea. of the proprietors, and contrary to bd | 
expreſs words of the act. 3 
They urge the neceſſity of arpyns the' 
fiſhers with boats, nets, lines, 'hooks ; or of 
lending them money to purhcaſe theſe articles, 

alledging that without ſuch aid from the 80 5 
ciety the whole: plan will pove abortive. 
This plan, conſidered in the moſt favoura- 4 
1 ble view, would only give a tetnporary ſpurt to 
iniduſtry. Should the boat be loſt; ſhould 
. hooks, and lines be deſtroyed, loſt, 
or: damaged, which happens frequently, the 
— would lock to the Society”: s fund to 
pair the injuries ſuſtained from time to 
1 time, ad infinitum. Was this method to be 
adopted, it would be neceſſary to keep mn 
extenſive aſſortment of boats, anchors, ſails, 
ropes, nets, lines, and hooks for the ſup-" 5 
ply of the country And were the herring 


” years on any part of the coaſt, or in any of 


the lochs where they had'refortha for ſome ' 
a years ; it would be neceſſary alſo to have plenty 
of ſpecie, and proviſions in the general ſtore, 
for the ſupport of à great number of people 5 
vhich the before: mentioned allure words * 
by Oy =" uh Pod e ot. 


; * 
. 5 | a * * 
1 . $149 i £ Babs wn 
* bo - ; _ * : - a E * % * > 5 1 . 


1 


. b 
939 | ; , . ; 1 * 


f tees for the forfeited eſtates went exactly upon A 


( cw JP 
Hav ing repreſented the brobable "toilet. 


quences of this plan upon the ſuppoſition that 
the fiſhers were a/ ſober, honeſt, and mul 


trious men, I ſhall now confider them in 4 A 
leſs favourable light:—as a great body of men. 
of different inclinations and habits,” many” of 
whom, inſtead of proſiting by the bene ven 

lence of the Society, would ſpend their time 


in idleneſs and rippling, till they had conflinl © 


ed boats, anchors, &c, and probably rutt uß 
ſome ſcores upon the faith ot Wan ſupplies f 
from the ſtore. | - 
In this 3 Is go d events that | 
' have actually happened. The board of truſ- 


15 


cf #07003 alt 


| the plan that has been generally recommended = 
to the Society. They ſupplied the fiſhers and 
farmers with boats and fiſhing materials, till 0 
they diſcovered the inefficaty of fuch mea- 
ſures, when they left matters: as they foumd : 


15 them, after having expended a large woah in Ap 


ſupporting idleneſs and extravagance. 1055 
A certain nobleman in the North, "_ an. 
cularly diſtinguithed himſelf in his exertions for 
extending the fiſheries and promoting induſtry 
uponhis eſtate. bo. ſome lie gave boats anid'nets;/ 5 
$ he gave nn . 


roſe e 


( exxvii ) 


SY in Proportion to | the magnitude of his 
bounty; till, after a fair trial, all his hopes 
vaniſhed in ſmokr. The articles which he 
bat thus, furniſhed, ſuddenly . dilappeazed ; 
ey were fold or pledged; and the objects of 
His, bounty, hoped: his honour would __ 
beg chem bo a bos. cet, pr loom. 
When he ſpoke to me ;on-this ſubject; he 
dechred with a degree of warinth, that the 
greateſt errot in his conduct, was his giving 
theſe. articles; adding; that thoſe whom he 
had thus aſſiſted, had proved worthleſs and un- 
grateful. For God's fake, faid he, have no- 
A thing to do in that way, for you _w_ depen I 
10 on it, you will be difappointe 11-2791 
Such being tlie effects of theſe experitivnts; 
1 hope the Society will act with the greateſt 
caution in the diſpoſal of their money to pro- 
mote. aun, — * plan, d eſp! 
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" hat deſirable end, 1 more  effo@tually, and b — 
out any 1 afſiſtance | whatever front | 
the . 
The fame 

Rimulus to exertions, andeo the exe of 


72 


N 9 


diet, an obligatory daufe, renale 


310 1 = on the 


5 1 
* ** 
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exxviii) 
4 buſſes from 1 herring ngs from the 
natives of the Weſt Highlands, And thus the 
poor people, who had formerly aſliſtec in 
completing the cargoes of ſuch veffels as came 
among them, now ſaw themſelves deprived 
of the advantages which local ſituation, and 


the arrival of the herrin 85 u _ their Rn 
held forth. 


As the raiſing MET training a "ai ” 
ſeamen, was a principal object of the legilla- 0 


tive bounties, it was enacted that the buſſes 
ſhould continue fiſhing for the ſpace of three 


= 


months from the day of their departure from 
| port, unleſs they ſhould have ſooner completed 5 
their loading of fiſh caught by their own men 
only, under the penalty of forfeiting the bounty. a 
It is ſomewhat {ingular that a nation ce- 
5 lebrated for knowledge in maritime affairs, 8 
1 did not ſee the inefficacy of this reſtriction. A 


When a veſſel arrives at the loch where the | : 


ſhoal of herrings are found, ſhe caſts anchor 

in ſome ſafe creeck, where ſhe remains moored i 
——— during the whole time of the fiſhery, which 
is carried on in the night time by long-boats 

of which every buſs has three upon an average. 
When the men go on board theſe boats to 
caſt their nets, 11 to haul them in * - . 


5 - 
\ ; 
: 
* 


nately, 1 no feamanſhip i is 1 no han . 
| ledge is gained. It is a drudgery for which 
any labourer is equally quailified with the 
| moſt. experienced marriner. The real ſeaman- 
= ſhip conſiſts in navigating to and from the fiſh- 
EE ing grounds; i in reſearches after the herrings = 
I in adjuſting the fails to all the viciſſitudes of 
wy weather, and to the various points of the 5 
IT compaſs, on that very intricate navigation. 
=__ Therefore, by tying down the ſeamen two "" 
{18 | three months to a ſedentary fiſhery i in the open- 


——__ . 8 


” A "— 
— — * 
A 


# 
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- — 2 . p . 
* Woe Can ——— 1 —— 9 — 


i 1 5 ings of the coaſt, no valuable end is anſwered BM 

7 government, or to the men themſelves, in nau- 

11 tical knowledge. In the mean time, the poor 
. natives, thus deprived of their natural right, 


| =. and without redreſs, remained, as they ſill do, 
13 0 miſerable, helpleſs burden upon the proprie- 
tors whoſe lands they occupied. A petty fiſhery 
— the ſupport of their own. families, or 
a their neighbourhood, in freſh herrings, were 
5 the only benefits which they could derive 
from. the riches chat came F * E 
| their ſhores. . Py 

=_.. By t the ſtatute of 178 5. = are now per- 
| 1 mitted to purchaſe herrings from the High- 
i CET 8 if, at the expiration of three months, | 
[ || EE "hey, oall not have fiſhed their full cargo. * 
_— RR us 


, . 1 : * *, 
'5F x: - . 
- . 
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(f 
This law is, however, ſtill defective and 
"= prejudicial to the buſs fiſhery, as well as 
that by the boats. By obliging the buſſes to 
remain three months at ſea, the owners are ſub- 
jected to burdenſome expenditures i in proviſi- 
ons, liquors, and wages; while the Weſt India, 

merchants are equal, if not greater ſufferers by 

the delays occaſioned through this tedious and 


5 precarious method of procuring cargoes. 


It is alſo certain that though the buſſes are 
thus detained upon a ſedentary fiſhery by their 
long- boats, they ſeldom return home with 


more then half cargoes upon an average; | 
| whereas, a permiſſion to purchaſe herrings 


immediately upon their arrival at the fortunate 


loch, as well as to fiſh, would enable them 1 py 


return earlier and with better cargoes, to the 


- mutual benefit of all parties concerned, the 4 
” merchant, the proprietors of bulles, and the 


1 however, that all freſh herrings ſo purchaſed 


| native Hi ghlanders. 


The buſſes ſhould be allowed as in ai I Fn 


= * to purchaſe from the. natives, or —_ 5 


both; and in every reſpect to act as circumſtan- 
ces may dictate for their own benefit; provided, BD 


hall hive been taken on che preceding „ 
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and not before; becauſe hertings kept longer 


do not take the ſalt, afid cannot be well cuted. 
On this account the Dutch laws ſtrictly 


prohibit their veffels from curing herrings that 
have been kept above ten hours, and whatever 
herrings are uncured at fix o'clock every even- 
I "mg, are thrown over bodid. 


The reade will teadily perceive from this 


| flatement, that it would be in vain to give 
boats and nets to people who are not permit- "Do 
ted to avail thertrſelves of the firſt and moſt 
convenient market. And it is alſo obvious, 
| that as ſoon as this market ſhalt be opened in 
the Highlands, the boat-fiſhers will in a 
very ſhort time be able, not only to fupply 
themſelves with neceſſaries, but allo to etect 1 
| decent habitations. | 


Two traders in white and ted Berrings have 1 


lately ſettled at Loch Broom, who purchaſe 
all the fiſh that the boats can take, at five 
| thillings or upwards for every barrel of uhctr- — 
ed herrings. Let traders be encoutaged Wo - 
ſettle on all the fiſhing ſtations of the coaſt, and 
the ſame high prices will be given; but care 
| ſhould be taken to keep the boat people in- 
dependent of the traders, otherwiſe it may 
happen that the latter will Ley exorbitant prices 


12 


1 | the ſcarcity of hetritigs. wr 


not prevent. This ſeems to be all the aff 


- fee their effects, before the g ſhall involve 


b T and probably conſidetable loffes, of which they 3 


1 _— 1 
upon dhe articles which the natives ſtand i in need 
of, and cannot purchaſe elſewhere. 
All running acounts betwen | the ttaders and 
the boat fiſhers ſhould be diſcouraged, This 
practice tends to incite extortion on the one 
hand, and idleneſs on the other. It! may howe= 
ver ſometimes happen, that a fiſher cannot 
fa ply the wants of his family by r leans 
of ready money, as in caſes of ficl neſs, an 


When thefe misfortunes occur, it will be the 0 
duty as well as the intereſt of every proprietor 


„ trader, to aid the induſtriousfiſherman while —— 


5 ſtruggling under difficulties which he could 


that will be neceſſary, after the meaſures now : 
recommended ſhall be adopted: at leaſt, it 
would be proper to make the experiment, and 


themſelves ini a train of difficulties, expences, 


5 have recent examples. 


-. a . 
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+» ADDRESS To " PUBLIC. 


' q 7 hour a 1 aid from ho 
public at large, all the exertions of the 


5 [+ , 


7 of the H ighlands, and the Britiſh 


1 13 will only ſerve to forward, in a con- 
fined degree, the great objects of national i im- 
* which the plan has in veiw. 


Hurboure, Keyr, and Wharf. — One of 
: the moſt neceſſary, and alſo the. moſt expen- 
; five. heads, relates. to the conſtructing | of | 
rarbours, keys; and wharfs, for the benefit 
of navigation in 3 and the Britiſh 
9 in particular. IS 
There are two main paſſages * * Britith > 
' Shs that are bound for, or returning from 
foreign parts, VIZ. The South Paſſage, and T 
the North Paſſage. 'F he South Paſſage 
4 through | the Straits of Dover, which is 
convenient for London and other ports in 
that part of the iſland. | 
The North Paſſage i is by the n - 
between which and the Mainland of Scotland 
there is a channel called the Pentland Firth, 


oY of only fix mules 1 in width,  incumbered with 
_ iſlands, 
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iſlands,” 2 at its caſter ie? bone 
foul ground.» * Nl # TD 4 2 : 
In the more imperleck ſtate of navigation, 
this paſſage was generally: avoided by mariners, 
who choſe to keep in the open ſea, along the! 
north ſide of the Orkneys; but, ſince the pub- 
lication of Mr. Mackenzie's excellent chart 
the terrors of the Pentland Firth” are become 
leſs formidable, ant the Britiſh marine are 
become more venturous. They boldly attempt 
5 the Firth '« even in the Winter ſeaſon, becauſe 
; by that paſſage, they” five 150 miles/ i every 
voyage. It too often happens, however, that 
by thus mortening the pal iſſage they loſe both 
thip and « cargo, with chen * or . x. 
greateſt part of them. AIM ea 
_**?To'the' dark fogs. * eee hurricane 
in theſe Iftitudes, are addefl the hir OO 
the counter-tides, eddies, and violent 
ol this Firth, oecaſioned by che weight of the 
* ca falling upon a channel of only 5 


», 


waters are much interrupted by iſlands rocks 
and projeRting Points of land. There is alviays : 


Dir of to iet ad at 2279 06 oi 
5% 2 rithe beben undes, ing of this deſ ; | „ h6;Rpg 
crore bk e: 218 l 
5 VV 


ſix or ſeden miles. in Width, 2 where the-rapid 5 
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CES 


ell the efforts nof] 
prevent veſſels from * driven 


| gation is equally! hazardous us in calm, as in ſto y 
: weather, eſpecially t to ſeamen who are not . 
acquainted with the Firth 3 dert ina dead 
calm, the ſhip, nat being under the govern- 5 
went . the ib is hurried on with irre- 


# | houlds veel. be dringn, — the Firth, by 
the violence of a terpek,, in a ſog, or in a dark. 
- Dight, her fityatin i is dy 


| . are tc an from the cliffs, by the violence - 


C exxviy)) 
in ſome parts of the Pentland Firth, a great 
ſwelling ſea, with breakers during Sho. J 
the calmeſt weather, particularly during the ebb 
of ſpring tides. K other parts, the alles 
happen with the £ flood-tide. Ships endeayou 
to wp agg ext A 4 * 
water, but ur, with lome 
directly among tbem. 1 

The rapidity 0 te currents 1 in this 
Firth, at ods of the tide, often baffle 
& fkilful ſcamen, to 
rocks or ſhores on either Gde. Thus, the nayi- 


* 


Ferrer 


| of th 


the 


3443 


to what atever direction 


3 towards 2 ng 
«Sens beach. On the other hand, 


eadful beyond de- 


ſcription, Sa great is the force of the winds | 


in this channel, that ſtones of confiderable 


CHE 


of 


( x 5 
of the waves, and heaved over the rocks | into. 


che adjoining fields. | 
such is the perilous fituation of the nume- | 


*  rous ſhipping which take their courſe through 


Or boats, i in ſtormy weather. 


poſed by the cliffs, daſhes agai 


S e it is1 


this channel ; nor, except at one part, does 
ttzche coaſt of the Pentland Firth, or upon either 
ide of it, afford any place of fafety to veſſels 5 


The weſt coaſt from Loch lachard to Cape 
| Wrath i is 4 per 


| raſbed by that great body of 
water called the Atlantic, which, being op- 


inſt them with 


N rpendicular rock of 200 feet n. 
| = height. | It is 


inconceivable fury; and bere the devoted : 


veſſel ſtruggles to gain ſome creek, which 


almoſt yninhabited ſhore. 2 
From Cape Wrath, which is the Lowman . 
extremity of Great Britgin, o Du , 


It is from one end ta the other a moſt hazare | 


— dous coaſt, compoſes, in ſome parts, Fi Pere 


_ _ a Lt 1 999 are of. 


: venues 


# 


nature has denied to that unhoſpitable and 5 


| which forms the Na Eaſt extremity, e 
= is ſeventy, ge in 3 ſimislt line, : 
This coaſt faces the Norther 


farms the pain dere gf the Pentland Find. 


— £2 
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bodies of ſand, particularly at the mouths of * 
rivers, where veſſels are frequently ſtranded 

through the violence of the winds. 
On this extenſive coaſt, there is only one na 
tural haibour which admits veſſels at any time 
of the tide, and where no danger from rocks or 
|  ſhallows is to be apprehended.” It is called 
Loch Eribol; lies near Cape Wrath, in the 
moſt barren defart i in the kingdom, and con- 
| ſequently affords no other aſſiſtance to thip- 
3 ping, than 1 mere ſhelter from ſtorms and don 
trary —_— ; wet) 22: gl 
- wa part of the coalt Ewhich Roi che EA 
88 is if poſſible, more hazardous than the 
ſhores of the Pentland Firth, and it extends 
farther, being ninety miles in length between 2 
Dungſbay-Head and the Firth of Cromarty. 
This coaſt, like that of the Pentland Firth, 


is compoſed i in ſome parts. of perpendicilr | 


tock; in other parts of fand;-and is ſo gel- 

5 titute of harbours, that whoever abe 
it with ſtrong northerly, eaſterly, or ſoutherly 0 
winds, muſt either be dathed | againſt the rocks, pe 
= or wrecked | upon fands. It i is not even fur 4 
niſhed with creeks, to which ſmall boats can | 
7 run in ſtormy. weather, without danger of be- 
_ ing broke to pieces by the force bt” the ſurff == 
5 upon the beach. EY The 


"The more e WE, of the caſt "ala of 
Scotland abounds in creeks and ſmall har- 
bours, but it has only one opening where 
ſhips of burden can enter with ſafety at low 
tides. This is the large bay called the Firth 
of Forth, or the mouth of the river F orth at 
25 Edinburgh, which lies nearly 200 miles to 

: the ſouthward of the Pentland 42 irth. 
From thence northward, lie the Firth of 
Cromarty, and the water of Neſs, into which 
ſhips can enter at all times of the tide; but as 
they lie ninety miles within land, and conſe- 
quently out of the uſual tract of ſhipping 


which paſs to and from the North Seas, or the | 


Baltic, they « can be of no o great utility to > gene 
ral navigation. | 
From this review- of the northern coaſts 
L of Scotland, it appears, that veſſels in diſ- 5 
treſs from ſtorms, leaks, or other cauſes, 
are under the unavoidable neceſſit ty of running 
a great many miles out of their courle, to one 
or other of the following places: : The Forth ; En 
the F irth of Cromarty, diftant from the above —— 
upwards of two hundred miles. "Stone 
or ſome other port in the Orkneys, diſtant 
from Py one . miles; ; or Loch 
b X Exibol, 


we #3 4- 


Eribol, which lies * the — end of the Pent- 


— 
_ Xx * ET — 9 
„ 3 —̃ aw — 
— ” — — 2 . - . — — — - - 


( 1 


land Firth, diſtant from Stromneſs fifty miles. 
As a conſiderable part of the Britiſh and 


„ ff» 


Iriſh ſhipping muſt unavoidably navi igate theſe 
northern ſeas, the loſſes ſuſtained by the mer- 


chants and underwriters are very conſiderable 


every year, eſpecially i in time of war, when 3 


greater portion of ſhippin g take the northern 
paſſage, to avoid the enemy's cruiſers. 
|  . While on my journey along the coaſt = 
ER the Pentland Firth in October 1786, I was 
informed, that eleven veſſels, moſtly loaded FF 
had been wrecked withing the laft fix months, . 
though the beſt ſeaſon of the year. One 
theſe veſlels belonged to Liverpool, carried 7 
Zoo tons, and was 2 n from the 
Baltic. | 7 - 


4 1 


In the Gia as will 38 upon the oppo- - 


polite coaſt of the Mainland, the ſea is con- 
tinually throwing aſhore detached parts of veſ= 
ſels and their cargoes, the collecting of which 
employs 2 number of people, ſome: of whom 
get xich th rough their aſſiduity in exploring 
the ſhores, as well as the außer of the fras 
8 * wed 


35 


4 ct = 
i of theſe hs, 


To the dangeraus -navigatic 
is to be added ice inconveniences. and. Joffes * 
ariſing from the want of materials, decks, and 
 thip-carpenters, Yong the norther coaſts 
of Scotland. From Loch to Cape 


> 3.43 


Wrath ; fram thence to Dungſhay-Head ; and Ts 


from Dungſbay-Head to Croma 


: — 1 carpenters, for the repaixing of da: 


_— perfo 


= a Neycaſtle, Hull, London, Briſtol, Livgr- 4 
. dimben; wh 


= A Fort of nearly — , — 
5 able or 7 an anchor 10 — — of burdens. - 


cls damage in their hull 
ang riggipg, by which they are rendered jngar. 
formin the remainder of theiryay- | 

| age. Advice gf the accidept is fegt tothe owners) 


ungeryriterss mut cjther ſend aſl " the 


Nroyiſſans, liquors, &c. Which is — 
with ſome hundred. pounds. of expence 4 9h 
* ane . gn. er ig 1c} the damaged 


Og rity on es 
Murray Firth, there are na n: dock- — RY 


Ie eee ep bare gg that veſſels. zue s 
off with more or 


1 place —_— the ſhip Has been ſtranded, with . To: 
centers, timbers, irogrwork, . rapes; 


veſſel 5 


by- 1 * 
vai to the Heben bilder. When this is 


the cafe, the hull of the "veſſel i is lr 
bought for fire-wood | at from 40 to gol: 


_ 


while the fails, anchors, and cargo, ſell for 
leſs than half their value, in a country where 
1 there are few perſons who can afford t to & Pore 
On thi white,” the — lolſes upon 
the northern coafts of Scotland, from the 
want of towns accommodated” with Work- 
men, and materials for! _ ; = ſtill more, : 


ener at all times of the tide, aw m \ al Kinds 
of Weather, may be eſtimated at 40, ,oool. an- 


ngdaally, upon an average of years of war and 


pee beſides the loſs of many lives, : and the | 
h cvniſequerit) diſtreſs of many families. m_— 


" upon all veſſels that navigate theſe | ſeas ; > 


15 which, were harbours formed at convenient 5 
diſtances, would fall at leaſt orie half, and 
1 eb ſave 8 thouſani | unds an- 
nally, | 
"Theſe i inconveniences ind loſſes ſuſtained by 
navigation i in general, from the want of towns 
and harbours, are felt in a proportionable de- 
TEE! by perſons concerned in the fiſheries, 


LA 5 


To this we are to add the extra inſurance - 


** 4 

from the phat men in their little boats, tothe 
_ navigators of decked veſſels. And if it be ad- 
mitted, that impediments to fiſheries are a na- 
tional misfortune, the aggregate amount of 
theſe conſolidated loſſes, ſuſtained by general 


0 navigation, as well as by the national fiſheries, 1 


muſt be very great. | 24 ants 
- To lay the foundation of towns; and to in- 


” duce ſhip-carpenters, blackſmiths, traders, and 


fiſhers to reſide there, falls within the plan,: and 


is ſuited to the funds of the Britiſh Society ; — 
to build keys, to conſtruct graving docks, and 


to form harbours, eſpecially on the Pentland 


Firth, and the eaſt coaſt of Caithneſs _— 3 


| Sutherland, 1s far beyond their abilities. 


The extending the harbour of Aberdeen to + 


_ fourteen feet water at full tides, coſt 17,0001. ; 


The new harbours at Peter-Head, Cromarty, — 
3 and e the um Firth, coſt fon bi to 


v W. at fall neap 3 raving more - than 


oy nine feet water. 


- Cuſtom-. H ouſes. n a town thall be 


tn it will be neceſſary to eſtabliſh a Cuſ= 
tom-Houſe, or a branch of one. Theſe will 
Hoon repay the expence of the buildings, | 


and the falaries of officers. 


- Pits 


— . . ĩ˙²˖r ＋— Q —ÜP:!̃⅛ • vb; <— 
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fixed days and hours, unlefs prevented by 
| Rtorms or ſtrong head winds; and no veſſel; 
Paid by the public; ffiould be allow ed, on any | 
pPiretence whatever; of at the defire of any per- 
| fon whatever, to take on board horſes, „ black 
cattle, or ſheep, for fate. 55 


privileges, It is probable that the inoney got 
by means of paſſengers, baggage, parcels, &c. 


Ci) 
Parker Böatr. Five or fix decked veſſels 


ſhould be eſtabliſhed between! the Hebrides 
and the mainland; as packets; and one be- 
tween Caithneſs and the Orkneys. The ſmig- 
Ming veſſels which have been ſeized by the 


revenue cuttets would ſerve , for 
this purpoſe. 


The packets ſhould be obliged to Fail on 


The veſſels ouglit to be completely ſited 


up for the accommodation of paſſengers, and 5 
the prices ſhould be regulated by | the conve- 
mienices and the _ of the prof ns 


3 giving the edifiinatdtets _— excluſive 


would reimburſe all their expences, and afford 


them a comfortable ſubſiſtence, n nd 2285 
falary from government. 


Beſides facilitating the buſineſs of _ fiſne⸗ = | 


ries, and | bringing the detached meters of | 
- the 


| would reſort to this Britiſh Archipelago my 


-Þ : veſſel at thirty or forty pounds per month, 


(n 55 
tlie Hebrides nearer to each other, and to the 
mainland, theſe packets would be the means. 


ol ptolonging the lives of his Majeſty ſub- 
jects, who, from motives of health or curioſity, 


ſummer. 
Whoever goes thither at ning mah ciizage 


without proper accommodations; and even 
without bedding, which they muſt putchaſe | 


for themſelves. To this great expence is part? 
owing; the ignorance of mankind reſpecting 
1 and their ati to the 


SD | Miluay Road. — great His ts money 
_ that have been granted by ere 1 
making roads and bridges in the Highlands, 
and the comparative inſignifcancy of E roads 


= already formed, has afforded matter of © | 


_ priſe to the inhabitants of that country, and 8 
1 perſon who travels thither. 


1 Inveraray, and ſome roads have been made tg 


the chain of forts which croſs the county 
of Inverneſs, and from one fort to o another, 


but, 1 


A road has been made from Dunbarton to 3 


Fg 


(ab- ) 
| but, in the northern counties of Roſsſhire, 
Sutherland, and Caithneſs, no roads have been 
formed; communications between the two ſeas 
are nearly cut off ; intercourſe and traffick be- 
tween man and man, are rendered impracti- 
cable; and mutual aid, though ſometimes 
neceſſary for exiſtence, is denied. Through 
a conſiderable part of the year, the inhabitants 
of each reſpective glen or valley may be con- 
| fidered as priſoners, ſtrongly guarded by im- 
paſſible mountains on one fide, by ſwamps, 

and furious torrents on the other. They diſap- 
| pear from the public eye, and are only ſeen by 

their neighbours i in the Low Countries, when 
the calls of their families lay them under the 
unavoidable neceſſity. of venturing upon the - 
arduous enterprize of a winter's Journey. 
On theſe occaſions, the women as well as 
| the men ſet out in little parties, with what 
| money they have been able to raiſe, in order . 
to procure meal, fiſh, or whatever can ſupport - 
nature, till the return of a better fol. © 
= They encounter the rapid ſtreams; ; they 
climb the tremendous mountains, frequently 
covered with ſnow; they deſcend through a 
labyrinth of craggy declivities ; they take up 

_ their lodging in hollows; or Caverns, ſome- 

— — 


( cane ) 
times in woods, and happy are thoſe who « are 
able to reach ſome huts, whether inhabited or 
deſerte. 
Thoſe who are in want of gin, direct their Y 
courſe to ſome of the Lochs on the Weſt eoaſt; 
and thoſe who are in want of meal or ſeed, 
travel to Inverneſs and the Eaſt coaſt of Roſs- 
ſhire, where thoſe articles are imported, The 
main breadth of theſe northern countries be- 
tween the weſt and the eaſt ſea is ſeventy miles, 
and it often happens that the inhabitants of 
either ſhore are obliged to travel in the moſt 


inclement ſeaſons, to the oppoſite ſhore, for TG 


the means of keeping t their families from 00 5 
riſhing. 5 
With the alliance of * a * i 


ten of carriage roads could be made be- 


tween the two ſeas, and as far North as ; the = 
Pentland F irth. e Rey 
The a 1 ad; in * country, 1 


is attended with conſiderable difficulties, and. 
rbquires many hands. A line of rock muſt be 


blown, ſometimes a mile or upwards in length. 
Arches, of conſiderable magnitude, muſt be 
thrown from one rock to another, acroſs deep 5 
and horrid chaſms. Bridges, of the ſtrongeſt 

oonſtruction, muſt be carried over impetuous . 
—_— _ rivers, 
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8 at the head of their tenants, in the 
North Highlands, and the Hebride Iſlands, 
muſt prove ineffectual. This buſineſs requires 
1 able and faithful engineers, at the head of = 
leaſt five hundred ſoldiers, and an equal num- 
ber of Highlanders, who would be glad —— 
enter upon the ſervice, as labourers, at ſeven 

> Go eight-pence per day. Theſe ſaldiers and 

Highlanders might be employed on different 8 

roads at the ſame time, in parties of fifty or 
; upwards, as circumſtances might require. 


habitants of the Weſt, the North, and the Eaſt- 


( cxlvi ) 
tivers, ind ſolidity muſt be raiſed amidft bogs 


and moraſſes. 


When all this is dots 4 the reads which : are 


carried along the ſides of the mountains, re- 
quire to be guarded from the numerous little 
torrents that pour from above, in wet weather, 
and particularly when the rain is eee 


by the melting of ſnow. 


T he bridges alſo that are built acroſs the 


great ſtreams in the valleys, will be endangered 
by theſe floods, unleſs great care ſhall be 
taken to conſtruct them upon the moſt ſolid 


0 principles of architecture. 


For theſe reaſons, all the attempts of x private 


Roads thus conſtructed, would bring the in- 


em 


( cxlvii ) 
ern ſhores nearer to each other. New ſchemes 


of trade would be formed. By means of the 
fiſheries on the weſt coaſt, the inhabitants 
would ſupply themſelves with grain, meal, 


and other neceſſaries, from the eaſt coaſt, while 
the inhabitants of the interior parts, and of the 


Pentland Firth, would traffic with either fide. 


Many thouſands of both ſexes, who waſte 

| NEED time in idleneſs, and are in all reſpects 

py uſeleſs to the public, would find employment; 1 
they would live with more comfort to them- 


ſelves, and riſe in a ſlow, but certain progreſ- 


5 | ] ſion, to that mediocri 


y of fortune, which 
: would extend to the national manufactures, 
commerce, and revenue. 


Sali. — Much has been 24 and written on 
this ſubject, by ſpeculative writers, as well as 


by traders i in fiſh. It has frequently engaged "— 


attention of the legiſlature, but no means have 


| yet been deviſed whereby the fiſheries can be 
fully extended, and the revenue ariſing 1 
ſualt, at the ſame time, effectually ſecured. On the 


contrary, we find, that with a view to ſecure _ 


this revenue, the es have been laid un 


5 der ſuch reſtraints, and ſubjected to ſuch in- 


tricacies at the Cuſtom-Houſes, that numbers — 


abandoned the buſineſs, and others were pre- 


k 2 5 ng 


( ebiti ) 
paring to go to Ireland with their capitals, 
their veſſels, and. their experience, where few 
or no impediments to fiſheries exiſt, 

The late committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons upon the Britiſh fiſheries, inveſtigated 
the ſalt laws with more than ordinary atten- 
tion, and ſome amendments have been made 
thereon by parliament ; but great inconvenien- 
ces ſtill remain, the particulars of which have 
been amply ſtated. 8 
The money raiſed by the public on the s ar- 
ticle of falt in Great Britain, amounts to nearly 
900, oool. annually, of which, only one third 
is received at the Exchequer; * * and, as this 
2 duty muſt ever prove an impediment to 
the fiſheries, by ſhackling them with una- 
voidable reſtraints; as the burthen of the 


5 duty falls heavieſt upon the labouring people 


0 and the poor, who live much upon ſalt pro- 


5 viſions; as two thirds of the money collected 
5 upon this article anſwers no valuable end to 


the public, ſome writers bave recommended 


a com- 
* The * revenue in * TP 805,489 
| Drawbacks, bounties, 8 62886 = 
Charges of management, 5 26,410 


— 649,275 


Net produce N F 246,214, 


( cxlxix ) 
a a commutation, for raiſing a ſum equal to the 
neat revenue paid into the Exchequer from ſalt. 


Buy this means the nation would fave a very 
Py ſum annually ; while various deſcriptions 


ol men, as fiſhers, merchants, curers of provi- 


Bons, and dealers i in butter, would carry on bu- | 
ſineſs with greater facility, and at leſs expence. 
But ſhould this general meaſure be found 


- inexpedient at preſent, ſome immediate relief 


wo as people of the Highlands ſeems eſſen». 


tially neceſlary ; ; not only as affording the 


"mw of curing the fiſh upon their ſhores, 


7 but for the preſervation of their health, and 


by | their lives. Having no towns or ſtores where 
this article can be retailed out at a moderate T 
price, theſe poor people are forced to live, 


dhe bad effects of which are ſeverely felt by 


through the winter and ſpring, upon half pu- 
trified fiſh, that have been dried without ſalt, 


5 thouſands i in that miſerable country. 
From the want of this article, they cannot 


even ſupply themſelves i in the proper ſeaſon, ; 


with butter and cheeſe; and are therefore 
obliged very frequently to bring up more 


young cattle, by means of the milk in ſun 


mer, than they can ſupport i in the winter. 
* herefore, as the ſalt duty in thoſe diſtant 


regions, while it ſubjects the inhabitants to 
Kk 3 „ 
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every evil that can ariſe from the want of that 


article, contributes nothing to the revenue, it 


would be expedient to eſtabliſh ſtores at ſuit- 
able diſtances, along the coaſt of the mainland, 
as well as the iſlands, where every individual 
inhabitant might he furniſhed with ſuch a 
quantity of ſalt, duty free, as ſhould be found 
neceſſary for the uſe of their reſpective fami- 


lies, as well as for the curing of herrings and 


white fiſh, for markets. 


In a very ſhort time, the perſons entruſted 


with the delivery of the ſalt, would, from their 
: Knowledge of the people, be able to eſtimate 
would b 


Juſt proportion to which every family 


this method, or ſomething r to 


5 Government would looſe nothing, t the 0 85 
ds would be enabled. to lay up provi- 
ſions for the winter, and even to cure fiſn 
for fale, according to their reſpective abi- 
ltties. 
formed among the glens and ſtraths of the 
inland country, where fiſh, butter and cheeſe 
would be bought and ſold, to the mutual con- 


venience of the land as well as the mari- 5 


Little villages or marts would be 


nume 


entitled; and if it ſhould appear 
that ſuch perſons abuſed their truſt by partial 

| favours, their removal would be a ſufficient 5 
warning to others in future. 


(. 

time inhabitants; and mankind would won- 
der that ſuch mm meaſures had not been 
adopted long before. 
Coalt. — When the treaty of union was 
formed between the two Britiſh kingdoms, : 
the Scottiſh commiſſioners made a very un- 
reaſonable, if not unjuſt diſtinction, be- 
tween the people of that kingdom, in the 


article of coals. Thoſe who inhabit the ; 
Center, which! is the moſt fertile and opulent 


part of the country, and where coal is found 


9 abundance, are, in virtue of the treaty, ex- 
— empted from any duty upon that neceſſary ar- 
ticle. While thoſe who inhabit the ruggid 


. and barren extremities of the kingdom, where 


nature has denied coal mines, and to which 
the expence of water carriage from diſtant 5 


parts, amounts to more than the prime coſt 3 


of the coals, are burdened with a duty of 5 


1 a 58 4d. per chaldron. — 
1 the people who have coal at their doors, 15 


and at the rate of eight or nine ſhillings per . 
= chaldron, pay no duty; but thoſe who ina - 


bit the more rigid climate of the north, who 
80 ſeverely feel the chilling blaſts of the F rozen 
Seas, to the heavy expence of a long water 


| aue, port charges, &c, have to pay ano- 
. x Fe ther 
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ther ſum, equal to more than half the prime 


coſt of the article. 


The aggregate of theſe various expences 


amounts, in ſome places, to twenty five, and 


in the more diſtant parts to thirty ſhillings 


or upwards per chaldron; beſides which, the 
importers of the coals have been, till very 
lately, ſubject to unlimited impoſitions by 


cuſtom-houſe officers, in the name of fees; and 


It may be farther obſerved, that a great number 
of people live at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the ports where the coals are entered, and 
N have a ſubſequent land carriage to pay alſo. 


But the expence of coals, however great, = 


is not the only evil to which the purchaſers who 
i inhabit theſe diſtant parts, muſt ſubmit. If one, 
or more perſons commiſſion a ſmall cargo of 
coals from Newcaſtle, Whitehaven, or any 
part of Scotland, the cargo muſt be carried, 
not to the place where the purchaſers re- 
5 ſide, or the neareſt port to it, but to the port T 
where a cuſtom- houſe happens to be ſta- 
tioned, which i is frequently above forty miles 
diſtant, and ſometimes, as at Banff arid other 
towns on the Murray Firth, above fifty miles. 


There the coals muſt be landed, mea+ 
ſured, and re-ſhiped at a conſiderable n 


in 


E See Yar, Page 162. 


Can) 
in port charges, wages, proviſions, &c. beſides 
the riſk of loofing both veſſel and cargo in 
going to ſuch ports, or in coming from them, 
of which there are frequent inſtances. 
The inconveniences ariſing from this duty : 
were repreſented to goverment by certain re- 
preſentatives from Scotland, during Mr. Pel- 


ham's adminiſtration, when the whole amount 


— the neat duty, received at the exchequer | 
was only 1100]. and. which Mr. Pelham of- 


fered to relinquiſh, | in conſideration of an 
equivalent ſum from Scotland, to be levied 


in ſuch manner as the inhabitants ſhould 
1 upon; yet trifling as that ſum was, they 

could not agree upon the mode of raiſing it; 

and they have, ever ſince that time, ſuffered : 
for their folly. 125 
Io the want of coals, has been owing, 
in a great meaſure, the ſlow i improvements . 


5 agriculture and manufactures in the nor- 


thern parts of Scotland, and the iſles. Perſons : 


of abilities, knowledge, or experience, have 


been diſcouraged from attempting any pur- 
ſuits in which this almoſt prohibited article 
was neceſſary. Thus the moſt valuable nati- 
onal purpoſes have been ſuſpended during a 
courſe of eighty years, for the ſhadow of a 
yrifle. 


Hardſbi, 2 


(a) 


Hardſhips f the Efabll ſhed Clerg „, And Mz * 
mr  fonaries, in the Highlands. | 


| Scotland, before the reformation, equaled 3 
; any part in Europe, of the ſame dimenſions, : 
in the number and magnificence | of its eccle= 
ſiaſtical edifices; ſome of whoſe ruins, as thoſe 
of Melroſs, Paiſley, Dumfermline, St. An- 
drews, Arbroth, and Elgin, are beheld with — 
admiration by every ſtranger. Theſe buildings : 
were raiſed through the piety of the princes, 
| nobility, and dignified clergy, between — 
acceſſion of Malcolm the third, in 1057. and | 
= the death of James fifth, in 1 542. „ 
The clergy, during that period, were nu · 
merous, reſpectable, and ſuitably accommo- 7 
dated with the neceſſaries and the convenien- 2 
cees of life. Some of them were emineng 
ſtateſmen, and proved ſteady patriots in the 
worſt of times, when faction prevailed, = 
when the liberties of their wn were en- i 
dangered. 5 © 
_ ſuperior * had A taſte * — — 
and magnificence ; they loved and patronized 
ſcience, literature, and the fine arts; they ſet 
examples i in rural 1 improvements; * entered 
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deeply 52 


1 

deeply into commerce, and contributed. in 
every reſpect to the flouriſhing ſtate of their 
country. and to its reputation among the na- 
tions of Europe, during the ages that im- 


mediately preceded the reformation. 

The death of James V. cloſed that brilliant 

period, and fo rapid was the ſucceeding reVo- 
| lution, that in leſs than thirty years, all .the 
national exertions in literature, civility, arts, 
8 agriculture, and commerce, vaniſhed. 
The people were ſeized with a religious 
phrenzy, which, in its effects, had no par- 


rallel in the Annals. of the Chriſtian World. —- 
Their reſentments againſt the religion of their 


anceſtors, extended not only to the clergy, bs 
and to the rites and ceremonies of that reli- 


gion, but to the buildings where it had been 8 8 
taught. The noble edifices, which it had 
been the work of five centuries to erect, were 


; raſed to the ground, or laid i in ruins, within PS 


: the ſpace of a few years. 


The nobility and great landholders encou- ö 
raged theſe deſolating ſcenes, or remained 
paſſive, while the Outrageous humours of the 
preachers and people were venting themſelves. 
They had an eye to the church revenues, which 
they ſeized, and confirmed to their families, 88580 


\ 


(ci) 
in a parliament, of which they were the 
. e 
The preachers, inflead of eg - in the 
church livings, as they had expected, were 
not even allowed to taſte of the crumbs 
which theſe livings afforded. T hey now 
railed againſt the nobility and gentry, who, 
nevertheleſs, kept poſſeſſion « of the revenues, 
which their deſcendants enjoy to the preſent | 
wt day. 
_ Here, therefore, was a new religious e-. 
bliſhment, without churches, and a new ſet 


of clergy, without ſtipend or ſalaries. The 


ſuperior excellence of the religion which 


had been introduced, cover that which had 
been ſubverted, could neither feed nor clothe 
the authors of this revolution; but at length 
the parliament, who, as before obſerved, had 


monopolized the church lands and revenues, 


Fo a zeal for the proteſtant religion, and in pity 


did, in the munificence of their hearts, from 


= the clergy, ena, that every eſtabliſhed 


miniſter of a pariſh ſhould receive from their 


reſpective pariſhoners, as a maintainance for 
their families, and to enable them to perform 
the duties of their miniſtry with comfort and 7 


( Wi 3 
eaſe, a ſum equal to foe pounds ſterling an- 
.nually. 
From the riſe in the price of grain or meal, 
of which the livings of the clergy are chiefly 
compoſed, and from additional ſtipends grant= 
cd at different times by the heritors of the 
| pariſhes, the average amount of livings has 8 
nſen to eighty pounds per annum. The num- 
ber of clergymen that are ſettled upon the 
preſbyterian eſtabliſhment (excluſive of miſ- 
ſionaries and ſectaries) i is nine hundred or up- 
wards; conſequently, the whole annual > 
pence of the eſtabliſhed national * is s only is 
| 72,000]. or thereabouts. 5 . 
Though eighty pounds per annum ae: 
8 high when compared to five pounds, the ori- 
ginal ſtipend, yet thoſe who have experienced | 
the expence of houſe-keeping and families, 
= muſt allow, that this income is very diſpro- 
” tioned to the expence « of a fifteen year's educa- 
_ cation, the diſburſements of a family, and the 5 
. rank which that family holds in ſociety. 
| Bauch i is the condition of the clergy of Scot- 
kt in general; but however diſcouraging the 
ſmall pittance of eighty pounds may appear N 
in the eyes of an Engliſhman, it would be con- 
lidered in the ha — of Scotland as an 
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| competed party” of the mainland, * partly 


extraordinary * ; "x0 the ſtipends do not 


exceed fifty pounds upon an average, and even 


af theſe livings, the number is very few. . 
The Highlands, before the reformation, 

was well provided both in churches and 
clergymen, as appears from hiſtorical records, 


as well as the numerous veſtiges of ſmall re- 
| ligious houſes, which every traveller perceives 


upon the mainland, and the iſlands. 


Since the reformation, many» buildings have 


1 eraſed, and the materials applied to other 
5 purpoſes; ſome are mouldering away with time, 


and the number of pariſhes has been greatly 


contracted; inſomuch that their general extent 
is now 8 twenty to forty miles in length. 


As theſe pariſhes conſiſt chiefly of moors, 


bogs, and extenſive ridges of mountains, co- 
vered through a great part of the year with 
1 ſnow, and divided by almoſt impaſſable bow | 
rents that fall into large bays or lochs, (both "8 
which muſt generally be eroſſed,) the fatigues 
and inconveniences to the clergy, in the diſ- 
charge of their duty, as well as to their hearers, 


cannot be conceived by thoſe who have not 
1 ſeen theſe countries. 


But the caſe is ſtill worſe where a pariſh is. - 


of 


whoſe office is to preach at ſtated times, 
2X within certain limits or diſtricts, 


e lands and the Mandi i in Scotland.” 


0 dix " Þ | 
iſlands. 7" ſuch cixcumſtances, both the 
preachers and the hearers, beſides the difficulty 
of travelling over mountains and moraſſes, have 
to embark in open boats, and encounter the 


main ocean in all kinds of weather, and to 


= preach or hear in their wet clothes, and i in places 
which barely give ſhelter from the inclemency 
of the elements. His late Majeſty, in order to 
mitigate the hardſhips of both clergy and peo- 
ple, granted 1009]. per annum, to be paid in 
ſalaries of from 251. to 351. annually, to a 
number of miſſionaries or itinerant clergymen, 


This ſum 

has been continued by his preſent Majeſty. 
It is under the r management of the miniſters of 
Edinburgh, and other clergymen, who are de- 


nominated the Committee for managing the 


Royal Bounty for the Reformation of the High —- 


This bounty, however laudable the FROG 5 


—_ productive of ſuch i inconveniences and bard- q 


ſhips to thoſe who receive it, as reflect diſ- 


NA grace on 2 civilized nation. A number. of 


men, who have devoted the early period - 

theirlives to ſuch ſtudies as might qualify them 

for the miniftry, arc obliged : at laſt to accept 
"as 
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(<a) 
of 2 51. per annum, and often with a very 
ſlender proſpect of riſing to 30 or 351. 

For this trifling ſum, they muſt attend rigid- 
ly. and in all kinds of weather, to their duty. ; 


They muſt be punctually at the places ap- 


pointed for preaching, on the days and hours 


fixed by the Committee at Edinburgh, under 
the penalty of being diſcharged from their 
| offices. They muſt ſet out early in the morn- 


Ing, and travel on foot for a number of miles, 


FP” among almoſt impaſſable deſarts, frequently 85 
under violent winds, rains, ſnow or hail. 
When they come to large waters or ferries, N 
they are at the mercy of the people on the 
| oppoſite fide, and unleſs they ſhall previouſly 3 
agree to give an exorbitant price (eſpecially 8 
the ferrymen happen to be Roman Catholics) 
in proportion to the inclemency ofthe weather, 
and the dangers from the rapidity of the 
torrents, they muſt walk farther, till they 
come to a ford in the river, or until they! _ 
BY. got round the head of a bay. When they : 
arrive at the field appointed for preaching, 
they find the poor people in the ſame ſitua- 
tion with themſelves; drenched with wet, 
| ſhivering with cold, and alike expoſed to 
all the inclemencies of weather during the 


time : 


(chi) 
time of ſervice, and on their j journey back to 
their comfortleſs huts. 

The miſſionary repeats the journey of the 
morning; ſtruggles to get under covering during 
daylight; and in this manner he performs his 

miniſterial duty, from one year to another, 
I had often ruminated on this ſubject, and 
| having, in my laſt Journey, expreſſed a 
with that the extreme hardſhips of the Miſ- 
ſionaries might reach the royal ear, or thoſe 
in power, I have, in conſequence, been favour. 
ed with the following letter, ſigned by three 
Miſſionaries, with a further confirmation of 


1 the facts ſtated therein, ſigned by four eſta- 


3 bliſhed Miniſters of the *— where theſe 


Miſſionaries officiate. 15 


Fir, In conſequence of the converſation 


' had in - , concerning the ſituation = 
Miſſionaries in the Highlands, we whoſe 


names are ſubſcribed to this, all of 1 us Miſ- | 


M fionaries in the Preſbytery of —— ml 
| ourſelves of the liberty which you then was 
| Pleaſed to grant me, of laying before you 1 


general ſtate of our miſſions, which, we be- 
lieve, may be conſidered as the ftate of all 
the miſſions in the Highlands of Scotland. 
— The extent of our miſſions, from one 
extreme to another, is from twelve to near 
. twenty 
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houſes 
: obliged to preach i in the open air, expoſed to 
the ; ry in furamer, and in winter to the in- 
clemency of the weather; generally in wet 
clothes, and ſometimes without the benefit i 
of neceſſary refreſhments, which render; theſe T 
miſſions extremely troubleſome, dangerous, ; 
and prejudicial to health. The very expence 
of clothes and linens, in ſuch ſi ituations, is as 
inconceivable as inſupportable. 


(a) 
twenty miles; in many —_ with not 2 


veſtige of a foot path to direct the line of road 
over ſtupendous mountains and rapid rivers, 


without bridges, and often impaſſable. Beſides 
extenſive bays and arms of the fea, without 


ſtated ferries or other methods of paſſage, ex- 


cept by hiring boats at ſuch exorbitant rates 
as ill ſuit the income of Miſſionaries, which 
is only from 25 to zol. a year; without any = 
other emolument, dwelling-houſe, p lf - 
tillage; and that in a country, where, from = 

the want of markets, many neceſſaries are 


high priced, and diffieult to be obtained. 


ture or 


3 Not having the convenience of preaching 
( very few only excepted) we are 


„ It will readily occur to Mr. Knox, 


that the chief mode of redreſs will be = 
5 — addition to the preſent falaries of the miſſion- = 
| aries, with a ſmall allowance for dwelling 


and 


AS 


0 ani ? | 
and — houſes, &c. If a more parti- 


cular ſtate of each miſſion be thought neceſ- 
ſary, we will at all times be f to give 
every information in our power.” 

«That the above eee of fafts 7 3 
« genuine and pointedly ſet forth; and that the 


- «redreſs hinted at will have the higheſt len- 


dency to promote both the religious and civil 
intereſis of the Highlands of e in ge- 
4 neral, is certified and atteſted by.” —— 

While the Proteſtant clergy have neither 5 
| dwelling-houſes nor places to preach in, thoſe 


have both, and which are kept in excellent re- 


- pair. On one eſtate only, there are ſeven prieſts 


and a Biſhop, who, beſides the contributions 
from their hearers, have a ſmall allowance 


from the church of Rome. oak: 


of the Catholic perſuaſion in the H ighlands 5 * 


Ĩhe above propoſal does not, however, _ 
TD appear to be adequate to the importance of | 


the ſubject, or to the magnitude of the redreſs _ 


Which the eccleſiaſtical ſtate of that country, 3 


and of the clergy requires. To effect a ra- 


the number of pariſhes, by dividing thoſe 


pl the greateſt extent into two or three, agree 


ably to the old diviſions, or otherwiſe, as 


circumſtances mr ans lon.” [2 57 
| ROY 1 


dical cure, it will be neceſſary to increaſe 


Z xiv # 

By this means, a number of miſſionaries 
would be no longer neceſſary, and the pre- 
ſeht ſalaries of every two miſſonaries would 
maintain one pariſh miniſter. 

Theſe ſalaries, however, even were the 
whole order of miſſionaries aboliſhed, would 
not be ſufficient to ſupport the additional mi- 


niſters, which the ſtate of that country and 


the iſles require, and may be computed at 
fifty or upwards: Whereas the royal bounty 
could ſupport only twenty. 
In conſequence of this ſubdiviſion of : 
pariſhes, another expence would be incur- 


red in erecting churches, dwelling-houſes, . 


and offices for the miniſters, amounting to 
Fool. at the loweſt calculation for each pa- 


Tiſh; or 2 5. oool. for the whole. 


But, as it is much eaſier to form plans, than 28 
to carry them into execution, I have at different 
times attempted to make out a rough draft of 


for the various objects innumerated in this 


D addreſs. 5 


Upon the ſuppoſition 0 no room ſhall be - 

left for jobbing, and that every department 
| ſhall be conducted with judgment, and a ſtrict 

regard to frugality, about 5 oo, oool. would, I 

| believe, complete the whole: af this fum, 
SPIES 2 | the 


1 the loweſt expence | that would be requiſite LD 5 


( Gy * 
he conſtruQing of harbours for the benefit of 
general navigation, would require the 'moſt 
conſiderable part. And it afforded a __ 
reflection, when it occurred, that objects of 
ſuch magnitude, and fo eſſentially neceſſary to 
the proſperity and ſecurity of theſe kingdoms, 
could be carried into effect without laying any 
additional burdens on the induſtry of the peo- 
ple: — An unfelt contribution, and that for 
two years only, upon one ſpecies of luxury, 
in a country where luxuries are boundleſs, 
would effectually complete all the conſtituent 
un of the deſign. we 
Still more agreeable, was the conf deration 0 
| which the circumſtances of the times afforded; 
| for the proſecution of internal improvements. 
| The nation is at peace with all the world. 
Commerce and navigation are flouriſhing h 
1 beyond example, in the Britiſh —_— 
= 3 Iramenſe wealth | is . in from both 
the wn; bn 
a — are making a rapid progres 3 
both in extent and variety. 
Villages are riſing to the magnitude 7 
towns; while the towns are vying with cities. 
And, as a concluſion to the happy period, 


8 amd tranquillity pervades the Ifland from 
one end to the other. e 
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( clxvi ) 
But, ſhould it be alledged by ſome, that no 


money from whatever channel it may ariſe, 


can be ſpared from the public ſervice; it may 
be anſwered with great propriety, that, as the 


ſecurity, and the permanency of theſe bleſſings 


depend. chiefly on the ſtrength of the Britiſh 
navy, all other conſiderations, however im- 
portant they may appear, ſhould give way 
to that object. The indiſpenſible neceſſitx 
of raiſing a greater nurſery of ſeamen than was | 
neceſſary in former times, will appear from the 

| following ſtatement. of the progreſſive increaſe 
of men, employed in the navy from the revo- 
lution in 1688, when England and Holland | 
entered into a cloſe alliance of mutual defence, - 
to the treaty of peace in 1782. | 


The war which commenced i in 26 — 45,000 
— — 170, — 41,000 
— — — e — ba 
* — 1755 — 70,000 
— — — 76. — —— 110,000 


_— 


navy, 


1 The late change i in the political ſyſtem of DD. 
France from military to naval exeftions, and 
the powerful acquiſition of the Dutch navy 5 

to that of France and Spain, will, in all pro- 
bability, require 200,000 men on the part „ 
Great Britain; and when we recollect the op- 
8 preſſions, the difficulties, delays, diſappoint- 


ments, and heavy expences in augmenting the 


of Great Britain itſelf, which, were it invaded 


( dwii ) 
5 havy, from 41 to 110, ooo men ſince the bes 
ginning of the preſent century, it is evident 
to a demonſtration, that not only the protection 


of our trade and colonies depends chiefly upon 
a proportionable increaſe of ſeamen by means 


ol the northern fiſheries, but alſo the defen oe? 


by the conjunct force of thoſe powers, would 
receive a ſhock fatal to public credit, and to 


main ſpring. 


American fiſheries; her very expenſive . 


oppoſite to the coaſt of England, and her well 


The unremitting exertions of ms in the p 
number and magnitude of her ſhips; her un- 


every department of which that credit is che 1 


exampled encouragement to the European and 7 


tempts to force a harbour for the royal navy 


: known diſpoſition for weakening the power 


SE and the influence of Great Britain, leave 


nu Ho room to doubt that ſome great deſign, 
5 | aided by confederate ſtates, may one day 


come upon us like a thunder-bolt, unleſs we 


8 ſervice. 


ſhall be prepared | to avert the ſtorm, by having 


_— always i in readineſs 200,000 ſeamen on whon 


| we can depend, when wanted for immediate = 


The inſular W of Great Britain 24 
Ireland, renders them vulnerable on every ſide," 
. 9 along 


along a coaſt of 3000 miles, lined for the 
greateſt part with unprotected towns, ſhip- | 
ping, dock-yards, and valuable merchandize. 
It would be impoſſible to defend ſuch an ex- 
tenſive coaſt by any other means than a power- 
ful navy, which will always command reſpect, 
keep the enemy at a diſtance, divide their 
force, and perplex their councils. | I 
Extending the fiſheries, conſtru@ting wy 
|  bours and dock-yards, and otherways improv- 
ing the ſea coaſts of the kingdom, will alſo 
facilitate the equipment of fleets upon ſudden 
: emergencies, which hitherto have been ob- 
| ſtructed from the combinations, and the ſcar- 
f city of coopers and ſhip carpenters; and poſ- 
ſibly by means of bribery from internal fac- 8 
tions, or foreign enemies. D 
It may be remembered, that on the com- 
mencement of the laſt war, the fitting out of 
the royal navy was retarded through the « com- 5 
binations of carpenters, and that the mercantile 
fleets were detained by ſimilar agreements - 
among the coopers; though at the ſame time, 


the j Journeymen coopers on the Thames were 


: receiving fifteen ſhillings and 1 or. their BY 
labour. 8 YE 
In 1776, when a body of: troops. 1 were to 
embark at Greenock, for diſtant ſervice, the 
whole 


„5 clxix 
whole kingdom of Scotland could not furniſh 
coopers for fitting out and victualling the 
tranſports, which were conſequently detained 5 
till coopers arrived from. different Ken | 
5 England. 5 
Next to the gent object of tibial „e. 
that would be derived from theſe northern 


5 improvements, I might mention the in- 


creaſe of population, which would give ad- 
| ditional force to the center of the empire; in- 


1 creaſe the public revenue, and extend the de- „ 
= mands for Engliſh produce and manufaQures. 


In 1696, was eſtabliſhed in England, 9 


1 office. of Inſpector General of the value of 
Exports and Imports to and from all parts of 


the world ; and i in 1697, the general amount * 5 


of exports was found to be 3, 525,906 ; of 


which were ſent to Scotland annually, upon an - 


average of years between 1696 and the union 


of the two kingdoms, to the value of 6s, 3451. 5 


had gradually riſen to 2, ooo, oool. The war 
gave a check to the commerce of that country, 

and conſequently the exports from England 
were greatly reduced. By the reſtoration of ſhip 
building, and * carrying trade, to Great Bri- 


Between the year, 1797 and the commence- 
; month of the laſt war, the exports to Scotland 
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Ry. Remittances of rents to the Scottiſh nobility and } 


( dx ) 


_ tain; by the flouriſhing ſtate of manufactures, 


and the increaſing wealth of individuals, in the 


Lowlands of Scotland, ſince the year 1782, the 


exports from England to that country are 


now as high as ever. From theſe calculations 
it appears, that the exports to Scotland in the 
courſe of 80 years, have increaſed thirty-fold:;; 

and it may be ſuppoſed, that the money ſpent 
by the Scottiſh nobility and gentry in England 
within the ſame period, has. n in the g 
proportion of five to one. 


In ſumming up the n derived from 


Scotland, they conſiſt of 
Exports in grain, "coals, ſalt, manufaftures of = 


every deſcription, teas, Eaſt India goods 3 


gentry reſiding in England - - - - - - 


. Money ſpent by traders and other perſons, in ) 


their periodical, journies to London; alſo re- E 
__— ow e 8 ſchools and academies F- 


Were the Hightands, the Hebride Ties; ind 


4 other parts of Scotland brought forward into 

| the line of action, by which the inhabitants | 
would be raiſed from idleneſs and extreme 

| indigence, to habits of active induſtry, and 1 

| mediocrity of fortune, theſe hitherto neglected 
and uſeleſs diſtricts would become a valuable 

* acquiſiti ition to the merchants, traders, and 
manufacturers of England, whoſe riders would 


| penetrate D 


C ) 

penetrate with their \ ſamples to the moſt re- 
mote glens ; and cruize from iſland to iſland; 
regardleſs of-the waves, or whatever ſtood in 
the way between'them and their cuſtomers. 
The income or wealth of Scotland, — 
9 avidin from rural improvements, the induſtry 
and temperance of the people, or its commer- 
cial ballances from foreign countries, center, 
and ever will center in England. _ I 
This country may, therefore, conſider Scot 


land as its principal mart, and the landed 
property of that kingdom as an inexhauſtible 8 


mine; from which channels flow a permanent — 


flux of ſpecie, with this peculiar circumſtance 


3 favour of theſe ſources, that they require 


no fleets and armies, no waſte of lives, and 
of millions, to defend or protect. 
F rorn that country, therefore, England de- 


lives every poſſible benefit, negative any _ 
tive; and which, by means of the local aids 


a have been ſo frequently mentioned I 
- ſheets, would accumulate beyond con- 


ception: for it is to be obſerved, that a 


very conſiderable part of Scotland lies in a ſtate 1 
of nature; that other diſtricts admit of farther 


— improvement; and that the manufactures and 


© commerce of the kingdom are moſtly limited 


| to the banks of the Clyde, the F orth, and the 
2 Tay. | 
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When a fpirit of trade, and 
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when the fiſheries ſhall be better underſtood, 
and the coaſt rendered acceſlible to veſſels of 


5 
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THROUGH THE 


HIGHLANDS & 


JOURNEY FROM LONDON TO EDINBURGH, AND 
FROM THENCE To OBAN IN ARGYLESHIRE. 


I NE RE are three main | roads which 


lead from London to ee Viz. 
7 Miles : 


By "RY on the caſt, . Enn . 388 
—Wooler, in the center, — ul 
—Carliſle, on the U— 66 
The counties and „ towns e 
” London and 2 „ñ by the Berwick- 


IE road, are, 


* Principal Towns, 
: Middleſex, THO 

Hertfordſhire, _ 
Bedfordſhire, 5 


* See the View of the Britiſh Empire, 3d edit. 556. 
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Principal Towns. 
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Huntingdonſhire, 

Northamptonſhire, 
Rutlandſhire, 
Lincolnſhire, ........... .. Stamford, Grantham, 

Notinghamibir, . „ 
J» 2 . Doncaſter, Vox.“ 


Bilhop rick of Dur- Darlington, Donna 
ham, ——ͤ—— \ a 


1 Nx wCSASs TIE, Mor- 
Nor thumber land, , 2 peth, Alnwick. 
The Merſe, « on the E = 


north ſide of the Benwick. 
Tweed | in Scotland, . 


| Haddingtonſhire, o or Dunbar, Happ 
Eaſt Lothian, .....F Tox. 


Edinburghſhire, or 
Mid Lothian, .... 1 ED INBURGH. 


The middle reigd ſtrikes off at Morpeth, 

2286 miles from London, and croſſes the 

Tweed at Coldſtream, or Kelſo, ſome miles ; 
weſt from Berwick; from thence it paſſes 


— the Merſe and Mid Lothian to Edin- 2 
burgh. 1 
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* YoRE lies on the left of the pen north road; but the 
extra journey between Ferry Bridge, where the York road 


nuns off the main road, and Northallerton, where theſe 
roads again unite, is only eight miles, 


„ | 
The great weſt road by Carliſle, i is branched 
out into four principal diviſions, VIZ. 

The road _ Leeds, 
eee Derby, 

— Coventry, 

$4(1014454++e4leees Birmingham. 

Te firſt turns off the main eaſt Nad at 


Ferry-Bridge, 175 miles from London, and 


alte through N . Rich- Et 
mond, and 3 . 
The ſecond leads through st. Albans, 


N orthampton, Derby, Buxton, Mancheſter, 1 


Preſton, Lancaſter, Kendal, and Penrith. : 
| Thoſe who take the ſouthern roads; 10 5 
 throu gh Oxford, Coventry, and Litchfield, to 
Mancheſter ; or they may proceed to that 
place by Oxford, Warwick, and Birmingham. 


The difference in miles, by theſe four roads 


1 to Carliſle, is very inconſiderable; and it has 


been determined by 1 the gentlemen of the nor- . 
thern counties, that no fractions, or parts 3 
of a mile, ſhall be demanded of, or paid by - 


thoſe who travel in poſt-chaiſes. — 
l fet out by the laſt mentioned road for 
Carliſle, and from thence, through Annan, BL 
Dumfries, and Moffat, to Edinburgh. The 


People: of Birmingham were then fully em- 
A2 e N hah 
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2 
ployed, in conſequence, as they ſaid, of large 
orders from France. In a ſhort time after, 
the effects of the treaty then negociating, 
reached Mancheſter and the whole manu- 
facturing county of Lancaſter. 
The comparative dimenſions of Birming- 
ham and Mancheſter are at preſent diſputed 
by the inhabitants of theſe towns. Both of 
them are poſſeſſed of an old and a new town. 
The ne ſtreets are numerous, extenſive, and 
elegant; the public buildings are magnifi- 
cent. The inhabitants in each town are _ 
poſed to exceed WA | 
Mancheſter is ſituated in the great manu- 
facturing county of Lancaſter, and forms 8 
center where the weſtern roads unite. From 
thence the road to Carliſle is almoſt due 
north, and \agrecably diverſified with hill 
and A 
- Within an hour 8 ride, after leavinig Carliſle, Y 
the Solway Firth appears. This great bay f 
divides the two kingdoms. on the weſt. 
Y; The river Eſk riſes 1 m Scotland, and falls in- 
to the head of the bay at Longtown. 


_$COTLAND. ON 
8028 after croſſing the bridge over the Ef - 
at 1 a ſtrikin 8 contraft | 18 obſerva- 
ble 
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ble in the appearance of the conniey, of the 
people, and of the cattle, upon the two oppo- 
ſite ſhores of the Solway Firth. From Long- 
town to Dumfries weſtward, a track of thirty 


ward, the country conſiſts in ſome parts of a 
a dead flat, at other parts, of gentle riſings, 
me whole capable of very great improve- 

ment; but which, at preſent, exhibits a pic- 
ture of dreary ſolitude, of ſmoaky hovels, 


trade, or ſhipping; . 
„ Dumfries is a — ſmall town; it 
a was formerly a place of trade, and the capi- 


uüned with little trading towns. At preſent 
the trade of this extenſive coaſt ſcarcely de- 


miles, and as far as the eye can reach north- 


naked, ll cultivated fields, lean cattle, and 9 
a dejected people, without 2 Br 


tal port on the Solway Firth, which mm | 


Y ferves a name; and though herrings gene- 


_ cipal fiſhery is carried on by people from 
the oppoſite coaſt of Cumberland. | 
Ĩ he herrings are ſmall, but good ; they 


great extent ; but the fallacious allurements 


ro A; 5 15 2 


rally ſet in about the month oſ September 
every ſeaſon, upon the Scottiſh ſide, the prin- | 


are taken by fixed nets, while the tide is mak- ; 
ing. This fiſhery might be carried to a 


N 


of ſmuggling, the late reſtrictions on the 
fiſneries, and other cauſes, have impove- 
riſhed the people, and ruined their ports. 
The country around Dumfries is in high 
444 dultivation, but theſe appearances ſoon va- 
| [284 nin, as we advance towards Moffat. It has 
| 4 i any been affirmed, that while theſe ſouthern 
e countries remain under ſtrict entails, while 
! 1 3 they are no longer frequented by the proprie- 
J tors, but left ſolely to the management of 
ib 1 8 factors or ſtewards, all the feeble efforts of a 
11 poor commonalty will be inadequate to the 
D great object of internal improvement, in a 
country where lime is ſcarce, and where coals 
are burdened with a high duty, beſides a 
| 14.8 water and a land carriage, proportioned to 
Wh the diſtance of each diſtrict from the 1 2 
_ : 7 5 Firth. = . 
e VMoffat, aſmall town, lies twenty-one 0 | 
| frm Dumfries, and has long been noted for 
1 „„ ſpas; ; on which account it is much fre- 
W2ieented in the ſummer ſeaſon. The coun- 
1 7 HI VV try. northwards becomes almoſt entirely paſto- | 
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| | * The coals are e brought from Whitehaven and Work- 

4 OR ERR The duty and expences of ſhipping and landing | 
n te exceed ſix ſhillings the chaldron, beſides freight; and i in 

i many parts, a land carriage of fifteen or twenty miles. 
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FF. 
ral. The lands riſe to lofty mountains, from 
one of which iſſues the Annan, which falls 


into the Solway Firth below the ſmall town 
of Annan; the Tweed, which, after many 
= ſerpentine windings, divides England and 
Scotland on the eaſt fide, and falls into the 
German ſea at Berwick; the Clyde, famous 
for its commerce, its manufactures, the in- 
duſtry of its inhabitants, and the number of 
its towns, namely, Hamilton, GLas6ow, 
Paiſley, Dunbarton, Port-Glaſgow, Green- 
cock, Rothſay, Campbeltown, n Ir- 5 
vine, Air, and Stranraer. e 
The head of the Annan riſes at ahi edge 5 
of the road, upon the right hand; it was quite 
dry when 1 paſſed that way. Half a mile 
farther, on the left, is the head of che Tweed; 
=. and a little farther is the head of the Clyde. 


The aſcent of the road from Moffat to- 


wards the ſummit of theſe mountains, pre- ; 
| ſents a moſt extenſive view to the ſouth, 
where the proſpett 1 18 bounded by the moun- 
tains of Cumberland, whoſe : appearance, tho 
at a great diſtance, is majeſtic and ſublime; 
and here an Engliſh traveller takes a = gorting 55 
view of his native . = 


> ew WE 


(8) 
Mr. Pennant has done more than juſtice 
to the views and beauties of North Britain, 
but in ſpeaking of this part of the road, he 
falls greatly ſhort of its merits, owing, pro- 
bably, to the following cauſe ; © But inceſ- 
« ſant rains throughout my journey from 
Edinburgh, rendered this part of my tour 
both diſagreeable and unedifying. 7 
The road northwards runs for 1 many miles 5 
along the weſt ſide of the Tweed; the valley 
is called Tweed-dale, and bounded by verdant 
downs, riſing, an the eaſt ſide, | in the form of 
pyramids, and covered with numerous flocks 
of ſheep, whoſe wool 1s of ſuperior excel- 
. lence, and brings a high price. IM 
Arrive at Edinburgh, and obſerve with 
pleaſure the rapid! improvements of that nor- | 
thern metropolis, which bids fair to vie in 
r a bart time with the moſt a cities of 
_ RR Edinburgh i is n in 5 5 deg. 57 min. 
1 latitude, and 3 deg. 14 min. weſt lon- 
gitude from London ; diftant from that city, 
by Berwick, as before obſerved, ........... 388 
Diſtant from .. by ben baute 268 


* Seea * deſeription of Edinburgh i in \ the V View of | 
the Britiſh Empire, page 569, &c. 
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„ 
Diſtant from Glaſgow, by the ſouth road, 44 


A vet, by the north road, 48 
Confiderin g its northern ſituation, the air is 


mild, and the foil is fertile, producing in great 


abundance all the real neceſſaries of _—_ 


The number of inhabitants in Edinburgh, 
the port of Leith, and the adjacent villages, 
is calculated at 100,000, It is well ſupplied 
with hotels for the conveniency of ſtrangers 
Vubo reſort to this ſeat of learning, elegance, 


and polite amuſements. The inhabitants are 
cCourteous, obliging, open, hoſpitable, and £ 


well inclined to. the bottle, owing, it may 
be ſuppoſed, to their ſocial diſpoſitions and 
the excellence of their wines. 


Strangers who come to this place ** 


motives of health or amuſement, generally 2D 


5 viſit Glaſgow, Loch Lomond, and Inveraray, 
on the weſt; or Perth, Dunkeld, Rbde; ad - 


— | To Taymouth, on the north. M any gen tlemen ö : 
M8 viſit all theſe places; and this is called The 


Short Tour of SCOTLAND. It may alſo be b 

Rs termed the axon = fo beatth, ſhivics, nf py 
vigor. 6 
- The. journey which I — to myſelf 
admitted of no delay; I therefore ſet out: by 
the * of * an ancient royal bo- 
Vos * 
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rough, ſituated on the river Forth, at the 


diſtance of thirty-ſix miles north-weſt from 
Edinburgh. Stirling was anciently the ſeat 
of kings, who reſided on a lofty rock called 
the Caſtle. A part of the old palace ſtill 
remains, and is now inhabited by the com- 


manding officer of a garriſon, which is gene- | 


rally compoſed « of invalids. A comparatively 
maoadern palace was built here by James T. - 
and is occupied at preſent as barracks for 

the garriſon. The parliament-houſe is 120 8 
feet in length, and was of a proportionable 

height. When I firſt ſaw this building, the . 

roof was entire; when I ſaw it a ſecond time, 

a part of the roof was bare; and i in my laſt ; 
journey, the whole roof was demoliſhed. 
The timbers were oak, ornamented | wh 
earved work, and a great variety of figures, 
which it would be difficult to explain; as 

alſo many inferiptions in a character reſem- 5 
bling the Hebrew. I do not find that the 

Antiquarian Societies at Edinburgh have 


paid much attention to thoſe ancient re- 


mains. Some of the carved figures have, 
however, been ſent to Lord Hales. The 
age of the old palace, and the 1 
Ron 18 unknown. 


3 


r 

In the chapel, which is of conſiderable an- 

tiquity, there is a hoat that goes upon wheels, 

deſigned, probably, fon the amuſement of the 
royal children. In the ſame place are kept 


in Scotland. 


The inhabitants of Stirling wn; with a, 
; great taſte and judgement, ' planted a ſteep ; 


various kinds of trees and ſhrubs, through 
which there is a moſt retired ſhady walk. A 


track of level ground, beneath this declivity, = 
formed the royal gardens, of which tome: ve- _ 


1 ſtiges ſtill remain. 


ET ſeats. 


The views from the caſtle *** ned! in 
ſoft luxuriancy to the moſt admired ſcene: 
ry in Italy. The river Forth glides, in nu- 


| populous, and a highly cultivated country, Cs 
ornamented with W aud grntlemens | 


This fine TOES is | hntandud's on the AY 


Hills; beyond which, the Grampian Moun- 
tains cloſe the diſtant proſpect. Theſe moun- 
tains begin at the edge of Loch Lomond on 

the weſt, and run in a north-caſt direction 


to 


wooden models of the four n caſtles EY 


by declivity on the ſouth ſide of the caſtle, with ; 


merous beautiful meanders, through a rich, aa 


5 eaſt by lofty verdant downs, called the Ochil 
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5 
to the vicinity of Aberdeen. They formed a 
ſtrong natural barrier againſt all invaders. 


By means of theſe, the ancient Caledonians 
reſiſted, with wonderful courage and perſeve- 


rance, the whole force of the Roman arms 
in Britain, during a period of nearly four 


centuries. e 
Towards theſe mountains Tonce again took 


. my direction from Stirling, leaving the more 
: fouthern part of the Highlands to be viſited 


after my return; a journey of no extent, 


8 — or — huts to that im- 


good other and a long tw. 2 
'The firſt ſtage was fixteen pailes, FRO 


alevel, and not unpleaſant country, to Calen- 
: dar, a neat village, finely ſituated. 


At ſome diſtance from Stirling, that great z- 


and good man, Lord Kaims, ſet his coun- 

trymen an example in rural improvements, = 
which few of them have yet been able 3 
7 equal. 


About half way to Calendar, at another | 


village called Down, there is a large ancient 
caſtle, the property of the Earl of Moray. - 
F. rom thence the road is enlivened by the 


anno Ht 


1 ( 13 ) 
river Teith, which at Calendar i 1s extremely 


beautiful. 


This river, and ſome inland lakes, fuppby 
the country with ſalmon and trout. The ſal- 
mon are chaced out of the lakes by pike; and 


having thus eſcaped one enemy, they fall ſoon 


into the ſnares of another, and are caught 


f by nets as well as the rod. 
„ diſtance from Calendar to Keck Earne 
head 18 fourteen miles. After riding three 
miles on the banks of the Teith, reach Loch 
Lubnich, five miles in length, where ſome gen- 


tlemen were fiſhing with the rod, and ſeveral 0 
= country people with a boat and net. 
Near this lake are ſome natural IO 5 


5 conſiſting chiefly of dwarf-oak, now a valu- 
able article on account of the bark, wane 


ſells: at one ſhilling per ſtone. 9 2 5 
At the inn, upon the head of n 
Farne, have a full view of that beautiful „ 


| ſheet of water, which i 1s eight miles in length, == 


= and fringed on both ſides with ſmall woods. 


ward through the extenſive· and beautiful 


ine i ſes below Perth. 25 


os Killein, 


From this lake the river Earne glides eaſt= _ 


valley of Strathearne, and falls into the * —— 
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Mr. Pennant, whoſe enthuſiaſm carries him 
| ſometimes too far. Loch Tay is fifteen miles 
in length, one in breadth, and the depth is 
from fifteen to a hundred fathoms. Its banks, 
on both ſides, are fruitful, populous, and finely 
diverſified by the windings of the lake, and 


the various appearances of the mountains. 


( 14 ) 
Killein, ſix miles from Loch Farne, is t 


ſmall village, at the head of Loch Tay. The 
beauties of this place are finely delineated by 


Here I had the pleaſure of being informed 


that the Earl of Breadalbane intends to build 
1 regular town, nearly upon the plan pro- 
pooſed to the Britiſh * for Bere e the . 
F iſberies. 


The road from Killein td Tyndrum: is twen- 


ty miles. ö It leads weſtward through a plea- 
ſant valley called Glen Dochart, and Strath 25 
PFillan, watered by the Tay, and ſhaded f in 
; ſome parts with natural woods. „ (ON. 


Tyndrum, at the head of this valley, is is an 


elevated ſituation, from whence iſſues the 
river Tay, which takes an eaſtern direction 5 


to Loch Tay, out of which it flows in a co- 
pious ſtream to Dunkeld, and from thence to 


Perth and Dundee, where it falls into the Ger- 
man Ocean. The banks of this river, from its 


ſource 


ſummit of an unhoſpitable bleak moor, and 


18 | 
ſource to the 92 are juſtly celebrated by 
all admirers of pictureſque ſcenery. | 
A A good inn is much wanted towards the 
upper end of Strath Fillan, where the travel- 


ler would be amuſed with the views of Ben- 
more, and the ſoft landſcapes of the valley; 


whereas the inn at Tyndrum is ſituated on the 


it is alſo too far diſtant from the ſtages at 
Loch Earne and Killein. The road from 


theſe places 1 is alſo carried injudiciouſly from 
one riſing ground to another, inſtead of being 
formed on a level with the watees. 
— o——_— Tyndrum to Dalmally is ae | 
: miles, through Glen Lochy, a fine paſtoral 
ſtrath, watered by the Lochy, with a deſcent 


"almoſt the whole way. The hills on both 


© fades, though remarkably lofty, form agree- — _< 


able ſneep walks. Within two miles of Dal- 


BB mally, the traveller looks down at once upon = 


— pleaſant country, which receives additional 


beauty from the junction of two ſtreams, 


and a conſiderable woody iſland, on 8 
1 ſtands the church and the parſon's houſe. i 
= commodious inn at this place is rented at 


6. and the window-tax amounts to 41. 108. 
This di proportion ariſes from the well- 
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JFC 
judged munificence of the proprietor, who 
thus, almoſt at his own expence, accommo- 


dates travellers with decent lodgings. 


Dalmally is a fine ſituation for an inland 
town. The adjacent country 1s partly ara- 


| ble, and abounds in cattle, ſheep, timber, and 
lime-ſtone. It is watered by two conſiderable - 5 
ſtreams, which, at the diſtance of two miles, 
fall into Loch Awe, a freſn- water lake, above | 
twenty milesin length, that might, atno great 
expence, be o opened to the Weſtern Ocean, 
near Crinan, the intended courſe of a navi- 
5 gable canal, to ſhorten the paſſage i into the 


Clyde. Dalmally has alſo the advantage of 
roads of communication in every direction. 


From Dalmally to Bunawe, the diſtance 


is twelve miles; ſeven of theſe are carried 
5 along the north ſide of Loch Awe, which, 
at the north end, is triangular, and orna- 
mented with ſeveral woody iſlands. On one 
of theſe iſlands ſtands Kilehurn-Caſtte, a 
conſiderable pile, falling to ruins. On ano- 
ther iſland are the veſtiges of a fortreſs; and 
2 third was honoured with a cell or church. 
= ſcarcely poſſible to do juſtice to the 
_ grandeur of this road. A ridge, or face of 
mountains, ſome miles in length, riſes from 


({ 17: )) 
the ed ge of the lake to a great height, and 
is covered with wood, from the water to the 
very ſummit. The trees are of various 1 3 
| cies, vigorous, and many of them lofty. 
The road riſes gradually from the water.— 
In ſome places it is cut through a declivity, . 
almoſt perpendicular, and on that account, it 
is fenced by walls, for the ſecurity o of the 


frightened traveller 


A branch of the lake, called Pool-Awe, 
runs weſtward, and empties itſelf at Bu- 
nawe, into a navigable ſalt-water lake, call-- 

ed Loch Etive, where it affords a conſidera- 


ble fiſhery of ſalmon. Here ends the Earl 8 


of Breadalbane s eſtate on this part of the 
continent, which extends eaſtward to Tay- | 


mouth, and three miles further. Thr ce or 


four market towns would enable the nu- 


merous tenantry on this eſtate to increaſe Mo 


| his lordſhip's rent-roll very conſiderably. 


Bunawe is a ſtraggling village, Staited 4 = 4 


the junction of the water Awe with Loch 


0 Etive. Here an Engliſh company have long 


carried on the ſmelting buſineſs, by means of 
the woods in that country, and other parts 
of the Highlands. This buſineſs has been 

highly beneficial. to the ur natives, who 
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find employment, and good wages, in the 


various departments of the work. The ver- 
dant fields, and other agreeable appearances 


on this little ſpot, plainly indicate the refi-' 
dence of Engliſhmen. The company have 
_ alfo built a pier at this place. ” 


The road from Bunawe, by Loch Etive, t to 
Oban i is 10 miles. At Connel, four miles weſt 


from Bunawe, a chain of ſunk rocks croſſes 
the lake almoſt from one ſide to the other, 
and exhibits at half flood and half ebb, par- 
ticularly the ebb of ſpring tides, a moſt fu 
lious cataract of about ten feet high, called 
Hu the Falls of Connel. ie 05 


Four miles further ſtands the remains of 


- Dunſtaſſnage Caſtle, a feat of the Scottiſh _ 
kings, previous to the conqueſt of the Picts 
in 843, by Kenneth II. and where the co- 5 
ronation chair Was kept, till it was remo- 
— by that monarch to Scone, near Perth, 
where he fixed his reſidence, as being more 
 centrical for the purpoſe of government. 


This chair r emained at Scone till the thir- 


teenth century, when it was carried off by 
Edward III. of England; and it is now in 
wenn _” 3 


%% 

Sonie parts * an ancient regalia were e pre- 
| ſerved at Dunſtaffnage, till within the pre- 
ſent century, when they were embezzled 
by the” keeper's ſervants, during his infirm 
years, ' probably for the filver with which 
the articles were ornamented ; and nothing 85 
now remains, excepting a battle-axe, nine 
feet in length, of beautiful workmanſhip, 
and ornamented with filver. Mr. Campbell, 


the preſent proprietor of Dunſtaffnage, 3 


alſo in his poſſeſſion, a ſmall ivory image of 
a monarch fitting in his chair, with a crown 


— his head, a book in his left hand, and | 


ſeemingly; in a contemplative mood, as if he 
was preparing to take the coronation oath. 
| His beard is long and venerable; his dreſs, 
particularly his robe edged with fur, or er- 
mine, is diſtinctly repreſented. This figure 


£ was found among the ruins of Dunſtaffnage, 


3 conqueſt of the Pitts, it may be confidered 


and being conſequently engr aved before the 


as one of the greateſt curioſities now in our 
iſland. Mr. Pennant has given an excellent 


= repreſentation « of this figure, and alſo of the = 


_ caſtle, in the ſecond volume of his Tour 1 m 
Scotland, Page 3 54. e 
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mouth of Loch Etive, whoſe waters expand 


ſafely ride in all weather. Of the ancient 
building, nothing remains except the auter. 
walls, which, * roofleſs, are till | in 
1 good order. 


pel, ftruggling againſt time and weather, to 
accompany this ſeat of kings through ages 

yet to come. Facing the chapel is a perpen- 
dicular rock, which * abruptly, and turns 
ſuddenly to the ſouth-eaſt, The words of 

of any perſon who ſtands in a certain direc- 
tion under the rock, are ſingly and diſtinctly 


8 er. 


enlized for pleaſure as well as ſtrength ; a 
by proof that mankind, even in the; rudeſt 
gdges of ſociety, were more or leſs governed by 

| taſte. The views of mountains, vallies, wa- 
_ and iflands, aredelightful. Onthe north 
= ſide of Loch Etive ſtood the town. of Bere- 
gonium, ſuppoſed to have been the capital 

of the Weſt Highlands. It ſeems, from cer- 


(G) 
The caſtle is built upon a rock, at the 


within, to a beautiſu bay where ſhips. may 


EG + & = © 


At a ſmall diſtance 1 is a a ſmall cooflets cha- 


echoed back, to the aſtoniſhment of my 


The ſituation of this _ a was cal- 1 


tain mounds, excavations, and other appear- 
NN ances 


de 

ances, to have been a ſtrong fortreſs, to pre- 
vent invaſion, or to ſecure a retreat, as oc- 
caſions might require: At preſent this diſ- 
trict is ornamented with ſeveral ſeats, parti- 
cularly thoſe of Duncan Campbell, Eſq. of 
Lochnell, and John Campbell, Eſq. of Airds. 
| Facing Dunſtaffnage is the country of 

| Upper Lorn, a beautiful peninſula, bounded | 
by Loch Etive on the ſouth, and the Linnhe 
Loch on the north, which is navigable as 
high as Inverlochy, 1 now Fort William, where 
| ſtood another ſeat of the Scottiſh mona chs ; * 
but the preſent edifice i 18 hought t to be f 
later 8 5 
HBeing now e on the weltern mere, 5 
I began, at Oban, to inveſtigate with more 
than uſual minuteneſs, the moſteligible ſitu- 
ations for villages or fiſhing ſtations, I mean, 

in the ſubſequent detail, to ſpeak of theſe 

" ſtations exactly f in the order in which they 
fell under view, during the courſe of my 
Truiſes and journies. I propoſe, afterwards, 
to arrange them geographically, from * 
| to north, as Ky 1 4 on the . 7 


 GENE-, 
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two hundred and thirt Tos 
; direct line from the Mull of Cantire on the 


except hills, rivers, lakes, ſaunds, and capes. I have en- 
deavoured to reduce theſe computations to Engliſh miles; 

but theſe calculitions can only be conſidered as giving. an 
imperfect idea of the real diſtances. 1 caeen 


lumn, and the Engliſh Spelling in an oppoſite column. This 


. ” 
ys <A. r “ei m — . 3 — . — — 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE 


WEST HIGHLANDS AND HEBRIDE ISLES. 


HE weſt coaſt of Scotland, or, as it is 


1 uſually called, the Weſt Highlands, 
is . by the Atlantic, and extends 
thirty- four miles * in 2 


. > ſouth, 
In the courſe of the narrative 1 Fey of miles with : 


g great uncertainty. The natives compute diſtances by what 


they call Highland miles, which in fact have no ſtandard, 


The Galic pronounciation of names of places has gene- 


rally a reference or alluſion to the qualities or characteriſtics | 
of thoſe places; ; but the Lowlanders, who vary from the 
55 iginal pronounciation, loſe, conſequently, the idea which : 
that pronouncation conveyed. The Moil of Cantire, w 
ſignifies the head-land or promontory. of Cantire, is pro- 
nounced Mull of Cantire by the Lowlanders, which has no =p 
meaning, being unknown in any language whatever. As the 
Engliſh mode of - ſpelling has been chiefl} adopted by geo- 


graphers, and that pronounciation having become fami- 


8 lar to readers in general, I ſhall follow the common prac- 
tice in this reſpect. I would, however, obſerve, that any 
gentleman, who is a thorough maſter of the Galic, might 


amuſe himſelf very agreeably by drawing up a dictionary or 
names, giving the Galic /pe/ling and derivations in one co- 


( 23 ) | 
ſouth, to Cape Wrath on the north. The 
promontory called the Mull, or more pro- 
perly the Moil of Cantire, forms the nortn 
entrance of the Iriſh Channel, and lies 

within thirteen miles of the county of An- 
trim in Ireland. It alſo forms the welt en- 
trance into the Firth of. Clyde, an inland 
fea, forty miles in width, bounded by Gal- 

loway and Airſhire on the eaſt. . 
Cape Wrath is the north-weſt extremity 24 


of Scotland and of Great Britain. The 


neareſt continent to this cape is the frozen 
region of Greenland, on the north, and La- 5 
brador, on the weſt. 
Between the Mull of Cantire and Cape 1 
Vrath, are ſituated the Hebride Iſlands, = - 
very unequal diſtances from the main land, 
ſome being within a quarter of a mile, and 


5 others lie at the diſtance of ſixty miles. The 
number of theſe iſlands has been calculated 


at three hun 
poſed to be inhabited; but upon cloſe! inquiry, i 
J have procured the names nearly of one 


ed, of which forty were ſup- | 


hundred, that contain from one family _——_— | | 


two | thouſand five hundred families ; ; and 


5 | 


Would become a ſtandard in all writin gs hereafter, e 


might throw new lights upon the hiſtory, the traditions, 
and the ſongs of that _—_— | 
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it is probable that ſome have eſcaped my 


Mull 


or Macaſten's :fla 


1 


This great line of coaſt, and the iſlands 
by which it is ſtudded, are comprehended 


within the under- mentioned counties, VIZ. 
Principal Iſles. * 
1 Ilay 
. 


Small Iſles. 
e Tara. 


ins or Lcolumkill, c 
Till iſland, Staffa, Little 


Colonſay, Gometra, Ulva, 
Inch Kenneth. 


G1 1a,Cara, Elen W 


nd, Elen 


Ree or the king's and, Elen 


Kill (it belonged to the mona- 


er Muik. 


more vic Charmaig or Mac- 
Cybarmaig s great iſſand, Gar- 
velach, Elacha-naomhor tbe 
Hol ly iſland, Bealnahua or tbe 
_ of the cave, Scarba, 
Longa, Shuna, Luing, To- 
ra, Suil, Flada, a fateifland, 
_ Eſdale, do. Kerera or the 
our fords, Suna, Leſmore 
or Leas-mor, the great gar- 
den, Uriſka, Shuna, (off Ap- 


in) Colonſay, Oranſay the 


lend of 3t. Orgy, Tireyor 


iri, or the country of Tcolum- 


ftery of that iſland) Guna, 
Coll er Colla the narrow 
/land, Canay, Rum, Muck 


6425 
Cotmties. Principal Iſles. Small Ile. 


Teona. Crouilin, Egg. 
od is {Soa, Elen-oranſay, Pab- 

| Sky I] bay, Scalpa, Raſay, Flod- 
day, Rona,Bernera, Flad- - 
Ida, Huan, Eleniſa, 

Bara, Fiaray, F udia, Helle- | 
ſay, Vaterſay, Sanderay, 
Pabbay, Mingalay, Ber- 
neray or Barra Head, the 


Inverneſs- _— 


9 outher moſt point of the * | 
1 WM * of "g | 
1 8. Viſt Eriſcay. | 
* Penberula Wia. 


Lg N Viſt ſay, Kirkebuſt, Rona, Ber- 5 
ee 
kid Harris ers | Kiligray, Enſay, Pabbay, 


BE St. Colm” © Great Berne 
3 Levis ra, Little Bernera, Wia - 

. Pabbay, Shiant. 
dy þ | Longa, Elen Yew, Elen 
2 * Gruinard. ** Martin Ta- 


5 Sutherland. - da : > 
5 4 2 Han 4.0 er — At 


It is probable t that the-the names which terminate in a or 


V, are Daniſh; if fo, they ſhould all terminate with one = 
other of theſe letters. TORT! 


In the Highlands, there are n two or three place; 
haxi ing the ſame name, as Shunk, of which there are two in 


the 


 THyſkere, Elenray, Grim- 85 


Scalpay, Taranfay, 8 carp. 
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8 the * of fifty four mids weſt 


from the Long Iſland, lies St. Kilda, which 
belongs to the proprietor of Harris. This 


is the moſt weſterly part of Great Britain, 


between which and North America there is 
no land. About fifty miles north from 


the Butt of the Lewis there are two ſmall 


Iſlands called Bara and Rona, which belong 
to the proprietor of the Lewis. Theſe rocks 
| he within three hundred and fifty miles of 
Iceland, a large iſland belonging to the king 
of Denmark, whoſe ſhores abound in large 
cod and ling, which are caught by the Dutch 
and other European nations, but much neg- 8 
3 lected by Great-Britain, 


The aggregate extent of all theſe ends ' 


bY: nearly equal to Wales, or the great county 

of York. The face of the country, the 
OT produce by ſea and land, the language, _—_ 7 
ners, and dreſs of the people, are fimilar in 
thoſe reſpects to the oppoſite coaſt of the High- 
lands; but the timber is nearly exhauſted. 


The natural produce of the Weſt Highlands . 


by ſea and land, 5 the e are fiſh 


5 70 dee of 


the ſame county. Muck, Rum, and Canay, are placed erro- 
neouſly in the maps as lying within the ſhire of enn 


inſtead of Ae 


ſttteel tables, with fruits, wad err 
tatoes ſerve 
ſiubhſtitute for 
1 or any 0 er 
” 


4 & 
of _ variety, inexhauſtible in * : 
and excellent in quality. Theſe ſeem to have 
been intended by the Author of nature as a 
compenſation for the inclemeney of the ſea- 
ſons, and the ſterility of the ſoil. _ 
Of grain, this coaſt cannot raiſe, with the 
; greateſt exertions, a ſufficiency for the uſe 
of the inhabitants; and of every year's pro- 


duce of Barley, a third or fourth part is-diſ- 


tilled into a ſpirit called whiſky, of which 
the. natives are mmer l „ 


3 — 3 þ 
1 raided; in * quantity. 


Their kail and cab- 


turnip, which, for its Aavous, and the fine- 
naſs 66. its grain, is pre r at. n- 


rain A fall 3 ime, 
manure, brings forward A. plen- 5 


do thoſe that ave raiſed upon richer ſoils; - but 


when ſeyere froſts ſet in early, as in 1782; 
_ this wp n - 
3 Peri e 7. want. | 


y exceeded in delicacy by the 


al crop, and of a quality greatly ſuperior 


628) 
The culture of hemp and flax may be im- 
wel. particularly i in ſome of the iſlands. 
Along the banks of ſome of the lakes, on 
the main land, there are natural woods, which 
produce a conſiderable return every twenty- 
five years, when the timber is cut down for 
tte bark, as well as for charcoal. Many hun- 
dred thouſand acres of land might be occu- 
paied in the growth of timber; which at pre- 
ſent lie wild, and uſeleſs to the proprietors. 
Black cattle, horſes, and ſheep, are conſi- 
derable articles in the Highlands, and it is 
chiefly from theſe that the tenantry pay 
their rents. T he beef and the mutton, 
when properly fed, are ſine in the grain, ten- 
der, and high flavoured. To theſe may be 
added, though of inferior conſequence, veni- 
fon, hate, partridge, ſolan geeſe, wild geeſe, 
wild ducks, and great variety of moor fowl; 
tat find excellent ſhelter among the heather, 
with which the face of the _—_ 1 chiefly | 
covered. WT 
— has been diſcovered in the Highs | 
| lands, but not in ſufficient quantity to defray 
the expence of working. Iron ſtone abounds 
in many places; and lead mines ha g 
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The ſlate of Eſdale, and other iſlands : in its 
vicinity, ſupplies tl the whole kingdom of Scot- 
land. beſides many cargoes to foreign Parts. 
It 18 compoſed of two. different qualities 
and colours, the dark and the light blue.— 
arts abound 1 in late, but the want 
of roads, towns, and navigation, prevent its. 
being brought into 1 6 
Marble, both whiteand variegated, i is found ” 
in many parts, though from the great ex- 
pence of the workmanſhip i in ſome parts, and 
of the carriage in other parts, no other bene- 
fit of any conſequence has been derived 
from it, than the uſe of it as lime, and in 
4 building the walls of cottages. . 
OCoals are alſo found. in different parts, but 
LE no attempts have yet been made with ſucceſs, ET 

5 excepting in the neighbourhood of Campbel- . 
town, where a ſmall quantity is raiſed for 


ever appear, that proper attention has been 
given to this important article; no pit has - 
yet been dug of any conſiderable depth, and 

until this experiment is made, no Juſt conclu- 
ion can be formed. It i is now in contem- 


plation 


the ſupply of that diſtrict. In Mull and ; 
5 Sky 1 there are APPEATANCS © of coal, but the vein _ 
is too thin for working. It does not how- . 
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export. This vegetable is burned from the 
ſea wreck till it becomes a liquid; when cool, 
it appears a dry cinder, and, in this ſtate, it 
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. gravel and ſtones. ai . 
1 great varieties of fil which are - 
found in the lakes, channels, and ſeas of the 

. Highlands, may be conſidered as the grand 5 

natural ſtaple of that country, exceeding | in 
value all the other reſources united; and as 
the extent to which theſe fiſheries may be 

carried i is boundleſs, Icannot do juſtice to this 


: , 52.4 P 2 o p FR a A 2 
l .. — —„ 
. — * a 4 * — 
* ws * "46. 2 ” "EVE 2 — ed 
— * * » os; Meer — +. 486 1 + a> * oa 3 
* — — 4 _ r 2 | — 3 „ 
— — 4 ma * — i : * 1 * x N . 
. . R - | -m—_ „„ 
— GAS. 5. o_ 2 2 4g 6 0 q Pe — 
— 4 3:5. — 5 * ' _ 
. - 6 — 4 — _ ; - ms ae —— p a 
o : 5 wr : IF -- oF PX * Ft 38 = 4 * 9 N 
— — by p g 3 4 I: — n 
2 9 — — — . . wm : P 
3 2 — HA & . » 4 wry” _— 35 * 22 * — — 
- — - 
. >. 1 2 * * e : * 2 - * 
* es aw 4. . — wg — 8 e — — ** 1 6 204” fl 0 A x * v 0 
a — 4 = — — — — — — — — — 2 5 


== — l 
* * * * . I. . - , 
CEC ²—— — wit tg” Ee 
— — * = 1 * * — 
3 * _— _— _ l N > 
- « es ., 2,960.4. di. R 2 
* 1 A; * 3 Wy 8 
* boo Gm — . — I) 1 3 0 
— * * "= x 3 — - 
„„ 
R 


( 3--) 


plation to open pits on the eſtate of Dun- 


ſtaffnage, and on Clanronald's eftate. 

Limeſtone, ſhell ſand, and fea wreck, are 
in general uſe for fertilizing | the ſoil. Kelp 
has become, of late years, a great article of 


is fold to the manufacturers of glaſs and 
ſoap. The Highlands, and the weſt coaſt of 


Ireland, produce the greateſt quantities of 

* kelp. There, the wreck vegetates, and clings 
1 around the ſtones of the rocky beach, till it 
grows to maturity, every ſecond or third year, 
when it is cut down. The expence of cutting 
down, drying, and burning, is generally 
II. 17s. 6d. per ton; and the price in Scotland 
zs from 4l. to 51. while in Ireland it is —_ 
at zl. owing to the latter * mixed With 1 


head, 


. 
wa without bringing together i in one view, 
ſuch information as may give a general idea 
of the fiſheries upon theſe ſhores. By ſuch re- 
preſentation of facts, a probable conjectur e 
may be formed, whether the exertions of the 
Blritiſh Society, if properly conducted, be 
likely to anſwer the ends propoled-a at t the for- 
mation of that inſtitution. oy 
Inn the View of the Britiſh Empire Tentered ID 
fully upon theſe ſubjects, ſtated their various 
| revolutions, the cauſes of their failure, and 
| the beſt means of eſtabliſhing extenſive and 
permanent fiſheries upon the ſeas and coaſts 
of Great Britain. That ſubject begins with . 
the hiſtory of fiſh, and the fiſheries, ſome ex- 
_. nas from winth I have nen in the gd 1 
| dix. ö 
1 Bettes the great migrating ſhoals from 5 
” the northern ocean, as there deſcribed, out 
oon ſeas and lakes abound with herrings, OY 
= = through a great part of the year, though not 1 
= always i in equal numbers. Thus the her- 
rings, which ſurround Great Britain and 
Ireland, are compoſed, firſt, of ſtationary or 
native herrings, ſpawned in the Britiſh ſeas, 
and found upon the coaſt at all ſeaſons. — 
. the mighty Nags of emigrants, or 
"2 hal ſtrangers, | 


1 Y 
ſtrangers, from the north ſeas, as reinforce- 
ments to the former; but whether theſe two 
diviſions of herrings, the natives and the 
ſtrangers, unite or blend together, i is a matter 
of mere ſpeculation. We only know for a 
_ certainty, that the great northern ſhoals are 
found upon the coaſt of Shetland about the 
24th of June, when they give full employ- py 
ment to hundreds of foreign veſſels, and 8 
thouſands of people, day and night. We, 
alſo know, that this body of herrings re- 
mains on the Scottiſh coaſt, though not on 
every part of it, till the beginning of ſpring, 
vrhen a freſh ſhoal is advancing from the 
northern ocean towards our highly favoured 
ſhores, to incite our induſtry, and to ſupply 
gy our wants. Scotland therefore from i its nort - 
ern ſituation, and the natural movements of - 
| the herrings, enjoys, or may enjoy, an almoſt 
| certain fiſhery during eight months „ 
year; a duration unknown in any other coun- 
uy, and which gives that kingdom a decided 
gh advantage over all the nations of Europe, EE 
but of which the natives have not t fully 
availed themſelves. _ 
|. For this fiſhery, the Weſt Highlands Wi 
furaſes all other parts: of the n 8 
local 
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which, as well as the herring, are the 


cud 


local * the number of i its ſalt water 
lakes, and the frugality of the inhabitants. 
This is the grand thoroughfare, as before 
obſerved, of the weſtern ſhoals. The lakes, 
or openings of that coaſt are numerous, 
many of them are capacious, and all of them 
extremely deep. Here the herrings take ſnel- 
ter from the turbulence of the open ſea, or 
they are forced thither by the direction of 
the winds, and the inceſſant perſecutions of 
of the larger ſpecies of fiſh, who, in the ca- 
5 gerneſs of purſuit, ſometimes run the her- 
ring and d themſelves almoſt * * me 
beach. * A7 * 
Next in eee are 1 WHITE rien, 


5 natives of northen latitudes, and theſe con- 5 


ſequently abound in greater quantities up- 
on "the coaſt of Scotland, than | in any other 
* The „n . 0 * am, are driven in asl 


upon the coaſt of Norway, by the great herring. whale; and 
as he dares not yenture within the iſlands, which lie in front 


of that ſhore, he remains on the back of a great ſand bank 


5 about ſix weeks, watching for their return: In the mean — 7 


time, the ſharks, and the ſmaller fiſh of prey, purſue the cod 


— herring along ſhore, into the creeks and inlets, where 


they crowd in ſuch numbers, that they are frequently taken 
up in baſket or pail fulls. Sometimes they are left by the 
- tide, piled in heaps among the crevices of the rocks. 


d the foreign fiſh, 


which follow the herrings from the northern 


*% 
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part of Europe, the coaſt of Iceland and Nor- 


— 


. 


ative, an 


the n 


1ptions, 


way excepted. Theſe come alfo under two 
ocean, through all their movements, and even 


de 


revices of the 


to the inmoſt creeks and c 


in 


riable 


ch * 


fiſheries are upon the banks, whi 
placed in the Britiſh ſeas, where the fiſh 


and inva 


*% 


But the moſt ce 
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cby 


eaſy prey to the patient and ventrous ſea- 


are collected together, and t 


* 


men. 


wo 


P- 


iſh white fiſh of inferior ſize, the 


the 


The 


4 


have 


from 
ed, 


agitat 


fiſhery | 


Many banks have of late been diſcovered, 


hlands, 


T4 


ts of the 


upon the ſloping edges and in the pit 


1 theſe banks of the Weſt Hig 


* 


and the water 


g ge 


SH are found, in — muttbers, 


# 


far as Europeah veſſels 


ownefs, 


| Where the tops of the banks are ſhallow, 
and covered with a barren ſhifting ſand, which 


affords no ſubſiſtence, 


and the beſt fiſhing grounds upon the old 


ſtations are now better aſcertained. 


yet examined, is an almoſt continued 


a 


= 


which fur 
main ocean, as 
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The white fiſh foundin thoſe great + 


tories, and cured for home and foreign mar- 
| kets, are ling, cod, and tuſk. The cod, when 


caught 1 in winter and ſpring, is eſteemed ſu- 


| perior to the Newfoundland, which is taken 
in the ſammer only, and brings a better price 
at the European markets. The ling and tuſk 
| being unknown at Newfoundland, find a 
ready ſale; The tuſk is leſs than the cod, 
but ſuperior in taſte and flavour to all fiſh 
of that ſpecies, 


Haddocks and whitin gs are found in 180 


__ abundance in the lochs, as well as the main 
_ . ſcarcely any value is ſet upon 
them in the Highlands. Lythe, a fiſn equal in 
ſize to a ſmall cod, and cuddies, a fiſh nearly ps 
equal to the herring, ſwarm upon theſe ſhores, ¶„ 
and are eſteemed delicate eating by the ö | 
: habitants of every deſcription. ME — 
. FLAT F 15H, as turbot, halybut, ſkate, ſoles, 5 1 
. and flounders, are in little requeſt, among 
| the common people, who conſequently ſel- | 
dom or ever attempt to fiſh for them. 


MackartL come periodically, in might 


Acad; but theſe are alſo deſpiſed, though h 
5 capable of being cured ſor exportation. 


Sarmox. This fiſh, though comparatively NY 


harmleſs, yet partakes of the offered _ — 
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which the herrings afford. Some years ago, 
a ſmall body of the latter was thrown upon 


"= purſuers ſhared the ſame fate, among 


of this fiſh was not known in the High- 7 


lands till very lately, and the fiſhery was 
1 much neglected. 


clams, muſſels, cockles, bring no price, and ; 
conſequently incite no attention, though it 


” 1s well known that ſome of theſe fiſh might 1 
= pickled and exported. | 


T2 &S 1} 


ſhore by a ſudden guſt of wind; the tribe 


which were a number of ſalmon. The value 


| SHELL Fish, as lobſters, oyſters, ans, 


Beſides the various ſpecies of fiſh ** . 


enumerated, which are ſuited for the table, 
the weſtern coaſts are ſtored with all kinds . 

of caTactous isn, from whales of every 

denomination down to the grampus. 2 Theſe | 
: have e lately drawn the attention of the natives 1 5 
on account of the oil which they produce. 


The SaiL Fisn, or as it is called by Mr. | 


Pennant, the baſking ſhark; is ſuppoſed to be 

a migratory fiſh from the Artic Circle. They 
frequent the coaſt of Norway, the Orkney 
and Hebride Iſlands, the Firth of Clyde, 
the Bay of Balliſhannon in Ireland, and the 


welt coaſt of Wales, Ne Carnarvon- 


I 1X5 5 1 3 ſhire 


( 37 ) 15 
_ ſhire and Angleſey. They appear in the 
Firth of Clyde, near the Ifle of Arran, in 
ſmall ſhoals of ſeven or eight, but more ge- 
| nerally in pairs, ſometimes in June, and 
remain till the end of July, when they 
_ diſappear. = 
TY Though their ſize is from — = 
forty feet in length, they are moſt inof- 
fenſive fiſh, and fo tame, or ſo ſtupid, that they 
will ſuffer themſelves to be ftroked i in the 
water. They generally be motionleſs, on the 


ſurface of the water, as if aſleep, commonly = 
on their bellies, and ſometimes Uke tired 
= ſwimmers, on their backs. ” 
A hot ſunſhine day is the beſt time _ 
2 proſecute this fiſhery with ſucceſs. A har- 
pPooner ſtrikes as near the gills as poſſible 


To —The fiſh ſtill remains inactive, till the 5 


united ſtrength of two men has forced the 


weapon deeper, when it plunges to the 


bottom, and ſtrives to diſengage itſelf, b y To 


rolling on the ground, as appears from _ ----.-- 


harpoon, which 1 is often bent. 


This effort proving ineffectual, the fiſh 


ſwims away with ſuch rapidity, as to enda 
ger the boat, to which the rope is fixed; andin 


this manner the fiſhers are ſometimes em- 
8 H Cc 1 | A. 
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found every where, and 1 1 valuable both 
5 for 1 its oil and 1 its ſkin. « 


are the Dos Fisn, the moſt miſchievous of 


3) 


ployed ten or MY hours. The liver is the 
only uſeful part, and yields, particularly in 


the female, from ſix to eight barrels of pure 


ſweet oil, very proper for lamps, and much 


valued by tanners, who buy it at zl. Per 
barrel. 


The SraAr, an amphibious china, 


The laſt, though not the leaſt numerous, 


all the finny tribe, both to fiſh and nets. 
After a ſmall quantity of oil is extracted, 


| they are dried for winter's proviſion, among — 
the poorer ſort of people, who give them the 
preference to others of far ſuperior qualities. 


Such are the treaſures which theſe north- 


=" ſeas afford, a ſource of wealth une- 
1 qualled on ſouthern ſhores, and which might 
EL” give full employment to the inhabitants, in 
the various branches that relate to fiſhe- 1 
2 ries, of which the Dutch reckon thirty; as ; As 
£2 fiſhermen, coopers, curers of red herrings, | 
ſhip carpenters, block-makers, joiners, pain- | 
ters, blackſmiths, hecklers, ſpinners, net-mak- 


ers, ſail- cloth manuf acturers, ſail- makers, 


| rope-makers, tanners, falt makers, coaſters, 


— barge . 


. | 


„ 


1 

bargemen, curriers, labourers, women, chil- 

dren, and old people, who gut the herrings, 
and waſh them at the ſecond packing. * 

Thus we find that the Highlands, beſides 

| ſupplying home demands, exports fiſh, black 

cattle, horſes, ſheep, timber, bark, lead, ſlate, 

and kelp; to which may be added ſundry ar- 

_ ticles of leſs 1 import: 


1 ſurely ſufficient to procure the neceffary ” 
A articles of grain, and various utenſils in 
| iron, ſteel, timber, Kc. wherewith to im- 


ce, as Thins, feathers, 


The aggregate amount of theſe exports ru, 


prove their lands, extend their fiſheries, fur- i 


niſn themſelves with decked veſſels, and erect 
more comfortable dwellings. 


Such are the ſpecific wealth and tie Pa 6 


cCific wants of the Highlands. But as the 5 


| value of its natural produce, by ſea and land, 


is almoſt wholly abſorbed by the great land- 1 
holders 8, and by many of them ſpent at Edin- | 


955 burgh, London, Bath, and elſewhere; as the 5 


people are thus left more or leſs at the! mercy 
of ſtewards and tackſmen, the natural re- 


ſources of the country, inſtead of a benefit, 
become a ſerious misfortune to many im- 
Proreable diftricts. | Thoſe who, by their 
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very perſons who glean theſe wilds of the 


laſt 
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lling, and who render the people ut- 


terly unqualified for making any eff 


education and their knowledge of the world 
exertions in an 


might diffuſe general induſtry, and 
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CRUISES AND JOURNIES ALONG THE 
| COAST OF THE MAIN LAND, AND | 
AMONG THE HEBRIDE ISLANDS) | BE- | 
| TWEEN OBAN AND CAPE WRATH. 


ee 


DESCRIPTION OF ARGYLESHIRE. | 


' RGYLESHIRE, from whence 1 3 | 
my de parture, extends one hundred 


1 and fourteen miles! in length, from the Mull 


of Cantire, on the ſouth, to the Point of 


7 Ardnamurchan, on the north, where it - 
the ſhire of Inverneſs. Its medium SS 


is from thirty. to forty miles, except the 
long peninſula of Cantire, which is only 
from eight to nine miles. The number of 
| inhabited iſlands which compoſe a' part of . 


this ſhire, amount, as before ſtated, to thirty- TO 


nine, of which Mull, Nay, and Jura, are 
the principal. 
__ mm ach county is nk "Be 
i chiefly by the Campbells, Macleans, Mac- 
neils, Macdonalds; and, of theſe, the Camp- 
bells are the moſt numerous, During the 
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laſt war, Argyleſhire raiſed a complete regi- 


ment of Fencibles, beſides a conſiderable 
number who enliſted in the marching regi- 


ments. As this is properly a maritime fiſhing 

_ eounty, - waſhed on one fide by the Atlantic, 

and on the other ſide by the Firth of Clyde 
and Loch-Fine, the number of ſeamen drawn 


from thence to the Royal Navy muſt have 


been very great. Above nine hundred men 
enliſted or were preſſed into the ſervice in 
different parts of the world, all of * 
were natives of Campbeltown and its 
neighbourhood, and had been brought Ser in 
the fiſhing buſineſs carried on * che ber- 
ring buſſes from that port. 


When the projected canal ſhall be com- 


pleted, and ſome villages and harbours erect- YT 
cd, this populous county will become one of 
5 moſt valuable provinces in the Britiſh 
empire. It abounds in black cattle, ſheep, b 
and fiſh, though the latter are leſs numerous 
than thoſe on the more northern ſhores. 3 
Waſhed on both ſides by the ſea, deeply i in- 
dented by navigable lakes and bays; having 
an eaſy communication with the fiſhing 


grounds on the North Highlands; ; with Glaſ- 1 


gow, and the trading towns on the Clyde; = 


with 


3 _ 


woe _ 


5 viz. 


00 * 


with Ireland, Wales, Whitehaven, er- 
pool, Briſtol, and other marts on the weſt 


coaſt of England, we inay eaſily conceive, 
that the period is at no great diſtance, when 
Argyleſhire will become a great commercial 
county. To corroborate this opinion, I 
have to obſerve, that after a veſſel gets under 
fail from this coaſt, ſhe enters at once into 
| ws Atlantic, where ſhe meets with no in- 
: terruption till ſhe makes the coaſt of Ame- 
rica or the Weſt-Indies. The line, there- 
fore, which nature points « out for the inha- 
tants, is, that of falt-making, fiſhing, ſhip- 
building, freights | or the carrying trade; 
ſoap, and glaſs- making, by means of the 
kelp upon their ſhores, and ſand found upon 
Gia Ifland, which is adapted for the latter. 


nn. bas "wy" three {mall | towns, 755 


1. Invaniatiar, the capital; ahtich baren 


to ſome conſequence, through the exertions 

of the family of Argyle, who have a princely 
feat here, ſurrounded with above a million 
of trees, that occupy many ſquare miles. 


-— Campbeltown, the property of the fame — 
family, which roſe entirely by the herring 


fiſneries « on the coaſt of the North Highlands. 


3. Boro ® 
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thing is done in ſhip building, and above 
twenty families have been collected together 
with a view to the fiſneries. 


( 44 ) 
3 — in the Iſland of Hay, t the 


property of Mr. Campbell of Shawfield. 


Though theſe are ſea- ports, there are 


ſtations in this county far ſuperior, both for 

_ diftant fiſheries and navigation. The firſt | 
and moſt improvable i is OBan, which lies i in 
that part of Argyleſhire, called Mid-Lorn. 
It has a good Highland country behind, 

with a free-ftone quarry, Mull and other 

illands in front, and is of itſelf capacious, and 
ſufficiently deep for the largeſt ſhips. With- 
out, is the iſland of Kerera, three miles in 

2 length ; between which, and the main land, 

is the Sound of Kerera, a good road, through 

which coaſters and fiſhing veſſels generally 

1 paſs, between the Clyde and the fiſhing grounds 

in the North Highlands. This coaſt, and the 

land of Kerera, have alſo a free navigation A 

| to the white fiſheries off Bara, and the her- 

ring fiſheries « on the north-weſt coaſt. of 

88 Ireland. 


A cuſtom-houſe 3 is already Wees, hn; 


But theſe are inferior conſiderations to the 


5 national advantages which may be derived 


from 


(Wy 

from this much —_— harbour and 
road. 

oO ban is formed by nature, and dji a  combi- 

nation of favourable circumſtances, for being 

a principal harbour, a place of trade, a cen- 
trical mart for the South Highlands, and 

the numerous iſlands that he in its vicinity. 

Here alſo a Royal dock and an arſenal might 
be erected. It is well known, that the beſt 

deſigns of Government for annoying the 
enemy, or defending our trade and Colonies, 


are fometimes fruſtrated gs means of e _ 
5 * Are from n out ** the 1 


bours, or from getting round to the Land's 


End. It i is alſo certain, that the enemy are _ 
8 formed by news-papers, and otherwiſe, of 


every equipment and motion of our ſhips and 


troops, which enables them to counteract 
our deſigns, by means of ſimilar ſquadrons, 


cers abroad. The delays, and the loſs to the 
nation, ariſing from theſe circumſtances, 


certain degree, it would be highly expedient 
to have an arſenal and a Royal dock-yard on 
the welt coaſt of Scotland, where {mall ſqua- 


drons 


5 for by ſecret diſpatches to commanding " 


muſt be very great; to remedy which, in a 
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drons and tranſports, with troops, could be 


„„ 2 Ee — — 


could ſail at all times of the year, and with 


* — _— — 
2 — — oy. * 
* . 


with troops might reach America, or the 
Weſt Indies, before the enemy could have 
the ſmalleſt intelligence of the d deſign, * which 
would give our fleets and armies a decided 
advantage in that quarter of the world. 


gard this propoſal as a matter that merited 


be found the beſt adapted upon that coaſt. 
= Here, and in the Sound of Kerera, a hun- Fx 
dred fail of the line might ride, at ſome 
diſtance from the . in five to twenty- = 
: ſeven fathom water. ; 


= ſhould remain ſilent reſpecting theſe equipments, 0 i the «ip 2 
| had actually failed. 2 


to ſurvey the weſt coaſt of Great Britain, from Cape Wrath 
to the Briſto] Channel; alſo the coaſt of Ireland ; which he 


the ſeafaring people of the three kingdoms, I propoſe there- 
fore to corroborate my own remarks, by extracts from what 
he calls © Nautical Deſcriptions of the Wet Coaſt and Weſtern 


(46) 
ſecretly fitted out, and from whence they 


any wind that blows. By this means, a fleet 


If Government ſhould be diſpoſed to re- 


ſome attention, I believe that Oban would 


uy + means of this 
Fr ie found 
* > Provided that the "Op editors of the Scottiſh news-papers 2 


| + Mr. Murdoch Mackenzie u was nee by Government 


executed with great attention, and much to the ſatisfaction of 


lands of Scotland, from Cantire ta C ape V "es, and the Butt 
| Y the Lewis.”? 


6-03 
found, veſſels have a paſſage to the ſouth, and 
alſo to the north, which gives them an op- 
portunity of ſailing out with any wind, and 
in leſs —— hour they are in 3 ; 
ocean. | 
Next to theſe Wee 18 ; the kippy S 
ſituation of Oban, between Loch Linnhe 

and the Sound of Mull, on the north, and the 
propoſed communication with the Clyde, on 
the ſouth. Loch Linnhe is a large body of 
water, which is navigable to Fort William; 


N from thence there is a good military road to 


Fort A and from thence to F ort 
ö George. | f 


b of Oban, he ſays, „In the Sound of wy wh 


there is very good anchorage for ſhip; and veſſels of any fize z 
and it is a convenient place for veſſels that are bound eirher 5 


5 northward or ſouthward. 'The beſt parts to ride in, are, in 


the bay of Oban, and oppoſite to Oban, near Kereray, and 


bay, for it ſhallows faſt near that ſhore. 


between the ferry-houſe of Rereray and Ardnachroik, neareſt | 
the latter, on eight or ten fathoms, without going within the We 


r Sboe is a ſmall creek in Kereray, FO half 3 


@ mile weſtward of Ardzachroit, in the mouth of which a 


veſſel may ride very ſafe with an anchor on each ſide, or a 


veſſel may lie aground within this creek, on a ſoft ouzy bot- 
= tom. CR 
4% In the i of Glatrach, at the * eaſt TR af "TY 


a veſſel may ſtop, a tide on good ground on any fide of the 


rock, which is always 2 water, or on either ſide of Ilana- 
aun.“ 
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ther fort ſtands in the center, at the diſtance 
of thirty-one miles; and a third, upon the 


_ eaſt coaſt, and has an eaſy communication 
with Edinburgh and England, on that ſide. 


the navigation for coaſters, from that river, 
ſo eaſy, that troops might be conveyed in two 
days from Greenock to Oban. 
Uitherto the troops have embarked at t the ; 
former place, which is ſubject to the ſame 
inconveniencies from contrary winds, as the 
| | Thames, 


0 48 . 
Thus one fare ſtands on the weſt: ſea, 


and has an eaſy communication with Ire- 
land and the weſt coaſt of England ; ano- 


"Theſe forts can lodge, upon an emer- 


gency, five or fix thouſand men, all of whom - ; 
could be conveyed from Fort William to 
Oban in a ſhort time; or ſhould the wind 


blow ſtrong from the weſtern . the 


diſtance by land is not very great. 


WO urther, were recruits to be ed from = 


the weſt coaſt of Inverneſs-ſhire, Roſs-ſhire, | 
Sutherland, Sky, and other iſlands in the 
North Highlands, the Sound of Mull is the 
direct channel to Oban, which lies x near the 
entrance of that found. _ = 


On the ſouth, the propoſed canal ws open - 


a communication with the Clyde, will make : 


ſometimes continue in that quarter four or 


5 tained ſome weeks. 


EY of . 


TT * 


6600 


Thames, or ITY No fleets c can 1 ll 
from Greenock down the Firth of Clyde 
with ſoutherly and ſouth-weſt winds, which 


five weeks ; neither can they clear the Mull 
of Cantire, without ſome hazard of receiving 
damage. on thoſe turbulent ſhores, or of being 


| forced into a port, where * * be as 


'As Tipeak of theſe tiaitbri "IR lang: ac⸗ 
quaintance with that coaſt, and the effects 
— the winds on both ſides of the peninſula 
2antire, I thi; 
; them fairly, i in che hope, that ſooner or later, 
theſe ſuggeſtions may prove the means of 
farther inveſtigation. If any attention is to 
be paid to the improvement of the High- 
lands, and if in return, the Highlands —_ -- 
be rendered more uſeful to the ſtate; it is to 


Wis incumbent. to ſtate 


be wiſhed, that for. the ſake of mutual ad- 


vantage, the buſineſs 4 be done com- 


( 
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HAVING given this general ſketch of 


in. 
almoſt endleſs groupe of iſlands and rocks, 


When I arrived at Oban, I faw the mai 


8, 


among which I was to cruiſe, amidſt 


hope, will contribute to a better knowledge 


of that country and people. 


ocean on one fide, and an extenſive line of 


3 


-s 


— 


ighlands, I ſhall 


* 


the ſouth part of the Weſt H 
d voyages northwards 


* 


coaſt on the other. The firſt preſented an 


my journey an 


trouble the reader with ſuch particulars of 


rap id ti des occaſioned by promontories an 4 
bold ſhores, where the ſea is pent up ſome- | 
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rents. 


The land exhibited one continued maſs = 


- 


 terſected at the baſes, by large bdys or lakes, 


called hchs,* which were unavoidably to be 
croſſed in all kinds of weather, and where 


In- : 


ered 


n 


„ 


ns, cov 


N tal 
with heath, frequently with moſs, and 


the navigation, owing to the ſudden guſts 


_ 


* In N 


4 


3 {& 10 


N | 
of wind from the tops 5 the ſurround- 
ing mountains, is often attended with. 


danger. 
During all my former journies, 1 had 
ben uncommonly fortunate in eſcaping ac- 
_ cidents of any kind, by land and water. 
| Preſuming on the- ſucceſs of theſe experi- 


2 without a veſſel or boat, that I could 
2 — firſt ervifs was to be through the 


= which ſeparates that great iſland from Mor- 5 


ven on the continent. A courſe of dry 

| weather had encouraged a hope that I would 
enjoy ſome days, at leaſt, of that fine ſea- 

ſon; but, on the morning when I was to 


. take my departure from Oban, the weather 5 


ſhine, to a ſtrong head wind, attended wit f 


rain and fog. To go up the Sound of Mull, 
even in the moſt favourable ſeaſon, was a dan- 


ſuch as Oban afforded. Two brothers, of 


that pay and to whoſe induſtry that whole | 
2 D 2 _ 


ments, I reſolved at a ſeaſon far too late, to 
_ embark on a hitherto unattempted enter- 


Sound of Mull, a long narrow channel, 


was entirely changed from ſerenity and ſun- . 


ITE gerous experiment for a {mall open boat, 5 


the name of Stevenſon, who are traders in 


fd „ 
cliſtriẽt is under great obligations, ſeeing my 
fituation, readily offered to accompany me 
up the ſound, in a new veſſel of their own, 
lying 1 in the bay. No,” ſaid a perſon in 
company, he ſhall not go in your boat; 
« the Cumbras cutter ſhall land him fafe in 
e Mull. s There is not ſuch a ſailer, ſaid 
he, „ in the whole Clyde ; ſhe ean do every 
« thing but ſpeak; and we have thirty-ſix 
« hands which no cutter in the ſervice can 
10 equal. We take more prizes than any 
« two of them. The ſmugglers fly, and 
* ſkulk, and turn from her, as if the d- 
« was in purſuit of them. Thof it be an 
« ugly day, you ſhall ſee preſently, how 
ns ſhe will tack, and he o in the wind's 
« teeth.” PET Rs 
such a 112 invitation was ; very -: 1 
eeptable, and one of the Stevenſons agreed 

to bear us company. We embarked in the 
long boat, for the cutter, which lay in a 
ſnug little bay, at the outſide of Kerera, 
Sheis clinker built, lies deep i in the water, and 
though one hundred and fifty tons burden, 
appears ſo ſmall at a diſtance, that ſmug- 
_ gling veſſels are thereby decoyed into * 


ons from whence they —— 
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The perſon to whom I was obli igated for 


the paſſage through the ſound, was Mr. 
Ritchie the firſt mate, who commanded the 
veſſel in the abſence of that terrible foe to 
illicit trade, Captain Crawfurd, who was 
| confined by illneſs. The men ſeemed to 
anſwer the character that Mr. Ritchie had 
given them. They were ſtout, ſober, and 
ſteady. They ſeldom ſwore, and they had 
ſaved, from 150l. to gool. per man. The 
i greateſt part of them had families, for = 
whom they had built ſmall neat houſes on 
the Cumbra, an iſland in the Firth of Clyde. * 
. Captain Crawfurd ſet the example, by build- — 
ing a handſome houſe for himſelf; ] 
Ritchie erected another ; and in three nr 
S 0 years the place began to > aſſume the 5 
| appearance of a regular town. — 
Finding myſelf thus accontitiotiates, 1 be- ..- 
| gan to entertain a hope that chance might | A 
_ ſmuggling veſſel in our way. My bu. 
ſineſs was, however, to collect information 
from Mr. Ritchie, and his people, reſpecting 
the coaſt, the different openings or bays, the 
effects of particular winds upon each bay, 
with other nautical intelligence. Mr. Ritchie 


* vary GAIA of the poor Highlanders, 


"ES 


and 


ö (. 4 ) 
and was an enthuſiaſt for the meaſures that 
I had fo often recommended. Mr. Stevenſon, 
whoſe knowledge of the Highlands is very 
extenſive, was, if poſſible, ſtill more zealous, 
and both of them gave a proof of their ſin- 
cerity, by becoming ſubſcribers. Mr, Ritchie 
having twelve children, I propoſed that he 
ſhould take only half a ſhare. „ 
we were now under fail, and had the day 
17 1 „ been fine, the numerous iſlands along the 
(HI coat, with the yarious appearances of dl. 
Tt Tf 4 . tant mountains on the continent, would _ 
HEE have produced the moſt magnificent views 5 
— rude nature. Among the iſlands on the 
ſouth, two lofty mountains called the Paps oy 
of Jura overtop the whole groupe, and are 
ſeen at a great diſtance from every direction. 
They riſe ! in the form of a ſugar loaf. The 
Ks 18 wan three thouſand feet, ofa 20 


D ; : i 
1 9 : \ : 
: 2 2 ke. TT: > ; 
5 *. * 4 4 . p 
a #£ 7 ls 
: 8 r b f : i : | 1 x 
N N : * N N n k . . L 5 . > * . ö 1 \ 4 * * 
- 427 1 „ | | | p | ; 
: / : þ — ti N 5 : oy : - ” * r 2 e . * 1 
LF ! N : 6 77 8 ? a ö . - g . ' 
\ 8 1 


p "One 2 — * 
* 2 5 . \ : 4 8 * _ 
wit 18 = . 4 5 - — . ry _ =FA 
— * $4 9 222 8 8 * 4, * —— 5 — - SB. h — 
- Lo © = * pI ' * > 7 7 , 
b . _ 0 N — 7 L — 4 5 _— 2 N 2 1 — 
wh — a r * - 22 — — 
— Som 5 | - >= nn Gn RSS — — 
— - S*EZ 0 wo 5 — — þ 
"a 4 { . N 8 
N. 4 2 4 © <P "x * * 
— > 
* * — — — : 
VS. WI: —— — | 
—_— 1 . _ - T— _ _— — — — 4 fl . 
* — — 1 w a - — ; 
: * 


on — >. —_ - cls * 
— v2 Wo. ERIE CYIERCERSIEEPITIESS 


* p N 8 — - - 
| . "Wie * . * — Yy 
: — bo a * 3 
3 * * 5% + * „ 
— wo 0 © * — — _— 
* 5 " * . 
- N 1 7 I K 
, _ > E _— 
. RE OI — — 
—  —— 9 4% 49% — 
— 22 3 
— ws — "+ arts Þ. eh PR 1 4 
» - -» 3 we — x 799 
1 ” 8 _ EY " — nc 
NR : = % . 
- _ he — og i adm Slew dr 
- "I * * 74 —— 5 | . 
229 — 3 


* 
re. 
— 2 
2 2 


8 = * . 
4 4 0 po 
: _—" p 
* 
8 _—_— Os 4 
2 r ; 
- ro b — 
2 4 1 1 
+ ue — 44" * 
. 3 * * — 
: * 


. He was in mourning b one of his Dns, whe, with 12 8 
other perſons, was drowned 1 in a boat, near the Cumbras. | 


+ The mountains in Scotland are not fo high as is gene- 
rally imagined. Ben Nevis, near Fort William, though the 

| higheſt in the kingdom, is only 4,273 feet above the level of 
ttzhe ſea; and in general, the ridges of hills in that country 
1 do not exceed 2,000 feet. Theſe compared to the Alps, the 
mountains of Aſia, and Ames. are only gentle riſings — 
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commands a moſt extenſive proſpett of thi 
Hebrides. , the north of Ireland, Ar gyleſhire, 
and the Firth of Clyde. On the weſt, we 


ſaw the iſlands of Colonſay and Oranſay ap- 
| pear as ſpots in the ocean. On the eaſt, a a 
large fertile iſland, called Liſmore, at the 
mouth of Loch Linnhe, a capacious lake, 
and navigable for the largeſt ſhips to _ 
William, which ſtands in u the coantry called 3” 
Lochaber. SY 5 
The Iſland of Kannen thus 8 be- 
t tween the ſouth channel which leads to the 
| Clyde, the Sound of Mull, which leads to the 
To northern ſhores, and the Linnhe Loch, which 
opens a communication with Fort William, 
and the interior part of the . ſeems * 
to merit particular attention. 5 
S Thisiſlandeontains 1 ,500 people; 118 ative 5 
5 ſeven miles in length, by one in breadth; and 
being compoſed of lime: ſtone, it might be 
rendered the granary of that coaſt. Hitherto 
it has derived little advantage from the lime- 3 
ſtone, owing to the want of good peat, the 
2 negleck of timber, and ſtill more, the duty ET 
T 


. The bali of ſome of the mountains in Tibet, 3 near the Mo- . 
gul empire, is 8, oo0 feet and the height of the Andes, in in 
South America, is 15, ooo feet, being nearly three miles. 
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very! {mall part, 


cc ſafe anchorage in this and ; 


<5) 
upon coals. Thus, with the advantages of 
navigation, in every direction, and of a foil ly- 


ing ypon the richeſt manure, the people are 
indigent, and frequently obliged to im- 
port meal for their ſubſiſtence. Many of 
them live a part of the year upon milk only. 
If this be the ſituation of a ſpot naturally 
fertile, we may eaſily conceive the diſtreſs of 
the pariſn, of which Liſmore forms on ly a 
This pariſh contains, be- 


more, the diftrit of Appin, Duror, 


- Glen-Co, Glen-Creran, and Kingerloch ; 1 the | 
\ extending forty miles in length, and 
inked by five thouſand people,* who are 
under the care of one mige and two male. ; 
ſionaries. Ft 5 
At the north-eaſt end of Line 3 | 
ow ſmall iſland , which defends a bay, ſuf- 
_ ficiently extenbyo for all the purpoſes of fiſh- 
eries $ and . 1 The benefits f 
. . 


* In giviog tn number of 'propie 1 aways inte the 


4 oh | Ramſay Bay, n near the RD: of Linne, is aten 
the ground i is good, the 
harbour pretty well ſheltered, . and the depth ſufficient for 


% any ſhip. Take the iſland that ſhelters the harbours on the 
= $0 larboard-hand going in, and anchor neareſt the north 


* 


x 


| Mackenzie. | 


„ 
of a port and tharket, both to the natives of 
this iſland, and the ſhores upon the Linnhe 
Loch, muſt appear obvious to any perſon 
who has the map or chart before him. 
Alter paſſing Liſmore, we entered the nar-' 
row part of the ſound, againſt both wind 
and tide; an attempt which none but Mr. 

Ritchie, on board the Cumbras cutter, 
would have thought of. Other veſſels were 
bearing away for places of ſhelter. A ſtranger, 
who ſeemed to be an Engliſhman, ſpoke us 
with the trumpet, and begged that we would 
inform him of a ſafe harbour or anchor- 
ing place. Our commander anſwered him 
by the trumpet, in a very obliging manner, 
| and the —— ſteered , for 
The day un to wii and our veſſel 
being obſerved by two gentlemen on the 
Morven fide, they thought proper to launch 
their boat, and board us, to hear news. The 
curioſity of Highlandmen, when a ſtranger 


B goes among themis proverbial. T he lower ſort = 


W generally interrogate a ſtranger, at the very 

: firſt interview, thus: May I aſk your name, 
: Sir From whence came you ?----Where © 
are 
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( 58 ) 


are you going. * There was, however, a very 
good reaſon for curioſity in the preſent caſe: 


Mr. Ritchie had thought proper to go up 
the ſound with colours flying, which, no 
doubt, brought theſe gentlemen from home; 
and great muſt their diſappointment have 


been, when they found that Ritchie had 

played a trick upon them. But he made 
them ample amends at a well furniſhed ta- 
5 ble i in the cabbin. ; 


Towards evening We landed at pn” m | 


Mull, accom panied with our viſitors; and 
bere 1 began to make my obſervations | on 
that ifland. . | 


The firſt object that preſenteditſelf, was the 


ruins of a conſiderable building, ſituated im- 
| mediately above the ſea. It is called the Caſtle = 
of Aros, and was once the reſidence of Mac- 

donald of the Iles. 

of the ſound, we had paſſed another ruin, 
5 upon” the edge of the ſew. called Caſtle Dyart, 


At the fouth entrance | 


which . 


— The country Iriſh are FRY inquiſitive after news .— 3 
Ak an Iriſhman the way to Lurgan, and he will anſwer, 


O! and is it to Lurgan you are going?” Happy in ſuch 


important information, he, with great chearfulneſs, adds, 93 
O then my dear jewel, I will be after putting you in the 
2 very track of the way that will carry you to Lurgan. 


« It is a very fine place Was you never there before? 1 


. ſuppoſe you came laſt from the City of Dublin? 


(59) 


which 1 was formerly a ſeat of the chief of the 
Macleans, who wreſted this iſland from the 
Lord of the Iſles, and by whom one half of it 

was ceded to the family of Argyle, in the laſt 
century. Some miles weſt from Caſtle Du- 
att ſtands the Caſtle of Moy, an ancient ſeat 

of the Macleans of Lochbuy. 

If we are to believe the ae, Mull 
is o enty bur Scots, or thirty ſix Engliſh 


, breadth. It contains three pariſhes, nine 


places: of worſhip, ſeven churches, five ſociety | 
| ſchools, three parochial ditto, and feven 


bk church of Scotland. - 
The maſters of the free Goole have OY 
10l. per annum, and being generally old 


domeſtic ſervants, are not ſufficiently quali: 
S fiedfor the charge committed to them. The = 
= whole rent of the iſland is from 7 to 8, oool. i 
of which the Duke of Argyle's ſhare is ſaid to 9 
be 4000l. Maclean of Lochbuy, of Toloiſk, | 


of Coll, and Kinloch Alin, 2 moſt of the 


3 remainder, 


Mull ſends out 1,500 black cattle a at 2 per 
head, upon a an — ; ſome ſmall horſes, 
= aud 


miles in length, and nearly the ſame in 


thouſand people, who are proteſtants of * 9 
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or openings, which afford the natives an am- 


SP 3 
and 30oton of ket p- About two hundred deer 


range among the hills, but no hares. 


It is upon the whole, a rough, mountain- 


ous country, covered with heath or moſs; but 
near the ſhores, there is ſome good arable 
land, eſpecially on the weſt ſide; and much 
more might be reclaimed, if the inhabitants 8 
were allowed coals, duty fre. 


Mull is much indented by capacious bays 8 


ple ſupply of ſalmon, white and ſhell fiſh. 
There is not, in this large iſland, any ap- 


1 pearance of a regular well built village, or 
of manufactures, or even ſpinning to any 
extent. One half of the young women are 
perfectly idle, except in the harveſt time, 
when they go to the Lowlands to ſhear, hit {| 
earnings of which ſupply them with trifling 
neceſſaries, to the amount of twenty or twen- 
ty-four ſhillings, on hr RE io En og 


Combining all theſe circumſtances ; the 4 


extent of the iſland; the number and inac- 
tive ſtate of the inhabitants; the want of 
towns, markets, ports; and the very centri- 
cal ſituation of Mull for trade and navi- 
gation, being the thoroughfare where veſ- 
fels: are continually paſſing between Cape 
Wrath and the Lriſh Channel, one market 


town, 


5 | Suppeling a town to be built at Oben, and HD 
another upon the Iſland of Liſmore, we are 


MY of the Virgin Mary, from a little — 


+ 7 20 

town, ſituated on the Sound of Mull, and ano- 
ther on the welt fide of the iſland, would be 
attended with the moſt beneficial conſequen- 
ces to the proprietors, as well as to ten thou- 
ſand people, who inhabit Mull andits iſlands, 
_ with the — coaſt of Miorean and Loch 


to look for two ſtations 1 in Mull, at proper 5 
diſtances from theſe two places, and from 


each other. If nature ſhould alſo favour _ 


this diſtribution of ſtations, both with regard 
to diſtances, and the qualifications of har- 
bours, the buſineſs, ſo far as it relates to ſitu- 
ation, ſeems to be decide. , 
The lochs and bays 1 in Mull, though 1 " 
merous, are not in general very good; they 


are either too ſhallow, or too open, and 
ſterefore unſafe for vet 


Tels to run into, 


NE. . of the moſt N and mak . 

quented bays in the Highlands, lies, however, 
near the north end of the Sound of Mull, and 
is called Tobirmory, which ſignifies the Well 


chat is ſhown to ſtrangers and of whoſe _ 


- ties 


TH _ ſtormy weather, or when the tides are 


ties many wonderful ſtories have been told. 
The bay of Tobirmory is ſufficiently ca- 
pacious for a number of the largeſt ſhips.* 
It is ſheltered by the iſland of Calve, which 
ſtretches along the entrance, and leaves a 
paſſage at each extremity. At preſent the 
northern paſiage only 18 navigable, which 
is a great defect in this bay, and might be 
eaſily remedied, at leaſt, for the navigation 
of coaſting veſſels, by removing ſome great 
ſtones that choak up the ſouth paſſage. 
be north entrance was once fortified, 
of which ſome veſtiges are ſtill viſible. After 
the defeat of the Spaniſh armada in 1588, 
che ſcattered re remains of chat fleet, or at leaſt 


a part 


4 T ubermoray Heber i is a a very has place for "NF ſhips; 5 
for it is ſheltered from all winds, the ground good, and 
: the depth moderate. Large ſhips may anchor any where; 
e above a cable's length from the ſhore. Small veſſels may 
« ride more cominodiouſly on the welt ſide, about a cable” | 
0 n eaſtward of the 2 houſe.” E- +4 Fa 


4 


* | 


—— 


; A 

AIX. William Sachoverel, an Engliſhman, who i in the laſt 
ceũtury lay ſome time in this bay, ſuperintending the divers 

employed on the wreck of a Spaniſh man of war, ſays, that 

for its ſize, it is one of the fineſt and ſafeſt ports in the world: 
covered by the woody Iſland of Calve, ſurrounded by moun- 
tains, ſhaded with trees, and the caſcades of chryſtal water 


rolling over the rocks, form altogether a ſcene equally * 
ing and romantic. A ee Catarags WA bs 77 + +45. 6h SAAES. 
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a part of them, made a deſperate attempt t& 


return home, by going round the north of 
Scotland, to Cape Wrath, and from thence 
ſouthward through the narrow ſeas of the 
| Hebrides. One of theſe ſhips called the 
Florida, was blown up by a Mr. Smollett of 
Dunbarton, near this fort, where a part of 

the hull ſtill remains. When I was at this 


from the ſouth, was driven | into the bay, to- 
wards the evening, by a ſtrong gale of 
wind, none of whom were to be ſeen next 


8 morning. They had heard that herrings 


| fail at the break of day for that quarter. 
| The harbour of Oban is ſo ſtrongly ſnel- 


at each opening, could defend it completely 
againſt any number of cruiſers. 


5 place, a fleet of thirty ſail of herring buſſes EE 


were 1n the north, and every veſſel crouded > 


tered by nature, that a ſmall battery placed 


oa 


means any quantity of timber, naval ſtores, 


* proviſions, &c. might be lodged i in perfect - 
ſafety, which would prove a conſiderable re- 


land coaſt in particular. This place is alſo 


TS 


lief to ſhipping ; in general, and to the High- I j 


happily ſupplied with excellent water, abun- = 
dance of turf immediately in its vicinity, 3 
and freeſtone at a convenient diſtance Upon 
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harbour of Loch Alin: 


north-weſt fide of the iſland, where I found 


1 
the oppoſite coaſt of Morven, near the ſmall 


The ſhore around this bay is the property 


of the Duke of Argyle, and John Campbell, 
Eſq. of Knock, in Mull. 


From this place I croſſed over to the 


ſome excellent corn fields, and | paſtu- 


rage. Here I embarked with Mr. Campbell, 
in a boat of twelve or fourteen tons, and 


coaſted along the weſt ſide of Mull, which is 
deeply indented by two great bays, or lakes, 


and abounds in iſlands. We paſſed the fa: 
mous iſland of Staffa about fix o'clock in 
te evening; and kept off and on for ſome 

time, that I might have a view of the en⸗ 


trance of Fingal's Cave, and the majeſtic 


pillars which compoſe that noble arch. 
There 1s generally a ſurf, or ſwell of the ſea, 
at this place, which utterly precludes all poſ- 2 
ſibility of entering the Cave, except in very 
calm weather. This was the caſe when we 
made the iſland, which, with the lateneſs of 
the day, prevented our landing; and we 

| bore away ſouthward, to a diftrit in Mull, 


= called Roſs ; of which Loch Laigh, or 
more properly, Loch Lye, is the harbour, | 
In 


view of the iſlands which lie in the mouth 


TTY» 
In this day's voyage, we croſſed the great 
opening called Loch Tua, and had a diſtind 


of it, and the little iſtand of Inch Kenneth, 
where Dr. Johnſon was hoſpitably entertain- 


| ed by Sir Allan Maclean, who is now dead. 


Next appeared Loch Scndan, ſometimes 


called Loch Levin, which we croſſed i >, RE. 
dark; and got, with difficulty, into the ſmall 

day of Loch Lye, which 1 no ſituated near the 
| entrance of the former. 


| Here we landed, and groped our way to a 


F ſmall public houſe, where we had the morti- 
fication to find the doors ſhut and the peo- 5 

ple in bed. Mr. Campbell's name, however, 
ſoon procured us admiſſion. Any lodging 

on terra firma, was preferable to the at 

commodations which an open boar af 

| fords, and eſpecially i in ſuch weather as we 

experienced between the 26th and zoth be = 

= July. It then blew with ſuch violence, 5 

as to ſhake the corn from the roots; it 

broke, or eut off the tops of the Potatoes, T 

by which the growth of the root ceaſes ; and 

| as no ſtorm of equal violence and duration 

had been remembered during a number of 

years, great fears were entertained for the 


buſſes 
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= 
buſſes and ſmall craft then at fea, among the 


| iſlands. * Our boat, though ſeemingly toſſed 
out of the water by every wave, neither 


drove, nor received any material damage ; 


a proof of the goodneſs of the harbour 
and the anchoring ground. 


Mr. Mackenzie's account of this ah is 


leſs favourable + but it is to be obſerved, that 
mn ſpeaks of bays, as he found them, in their 
natural ſtate only, without deſcribing the 
| ſhelter which artificial works would afford. 
Thus we find, that Loch Lye might, "Ta 
ſmall ex pence, be rendered a ſafe, commo- 
dious harbour for all veſſels of ordinary ſize, 5 
8 which navigate the great outer channel be- 
tween Mull and the . Land. That a 


har- 


® ch and Captain Macleod of Harris, u were then 


on their paſſage from Greenock to the Long Iſland, in a fine 
decked veſſel. When this * came : ON, they! rum a to a ans : 
and lay ſnug till it abated. 


+ Loch Laigh i is open to os north, near two points of 3 
the compaſs, and therefore cannot be reckoned a good har- 


| bour: but there is no danger in failing into it; the ground 
is all clean, and toward the head of the bay holds pretty 
well; fo that in ſummer ir may be reckoned a fafe har- 
| bour, but not in winter. The ſafeſt anchorage is near the 


| head of the bay, on the weſt ſide of Ilan-Vaan, on four or 
15 five fathoms water.“ 


s = 


ee bs 


„ fa Q 


(6) 
harbour ſhould be formed on the wel ſide 


of Mull, is evident, from the many ſmall 
Hands, rocks, and fears, which lie in this 
channel, and from the want of good harbours 


in thoſe iſlands, as the welt ſide of Jura, of 


-.. on anſay, Colonſay, Icolumkill, Tirey, —_— 
Kc. Loch Scridan, near Loch Lye, 1 is a fine 
harbour; but the beſt anchoring ground is 
ſeveral Ales within land, and is therefore 
out of the courſe of ſhipping. | 


The country around Loch Lye is eſfteerned | 


ue moſt fruitful part of Mull, and it is, con- 
ſequently, the moſt populous. 


The ſacrament was adminiſtered duitng 


| my ſtay here, at which a very great eue . 
of people attended, from the neighbouring 
parts, and alſo from Icolumkill. They ap- 
peared decent in their apparel and behaviour, 5 
and had the character, from Mr. Campbell, 

their miniſter, of being quiet, well — 8 
people. 8 . 
Wmile I was ſtrolling on athe hills, to view 
A the iſland, and the appearance of the ocean 
ina ſtorm, I was kindly invited into a cot- 
tage, preſented with the ſnufi-mill, and heard 
great news l viz. That the Duke of Argyle, 
was going to make a canal at Loch Crinan, 
1 and to build many towns in the Highlands 


E 3 | Some 


— — 
— 
= 


-_w 


n 
on ng 
= 2 


+ ws — — = 


4 . — - _=y — — 
8 * - — * "+: E.- . 
* 4 0 1 - * . us 2 — 1 guy a = — — * - * . 1 . 2 a SY on - man» ay 6— * 
1 < a * . — i — = - 6 —_— 98 — wo . ——— Ty : - 9 7 
— $24 - — ny — —— * . _ 3 >." 0 . > 8 = 2 * » g * N "IX > or . — * _ - 
Xs I &y 893 . 7 . * . 4 . 3 D 1 L MN p = - 4 —_ > - » 1 22 7 F d * r » b _ 
4 — * " 22 wn 1 7 - n 5 S . . 4 — x * . * 6 4 N g _ — 8 2 
«tr bs q py 1 . - = d 74 . 2 1 * . * . „ * l of 8 ” A < 1 4 _— « — . 7 1 D 0 * 7 
p = 2 7 p 2 . dz 1 + x - „ - bs * - : 8 * ”_ x » . 2 = £ = , 2 a * : d 2 — r = 
- ; « 2 S - a — my , Si EL RE IS "_— & if _ ov „ 3. 0 - - - 1 ? . = —— _ — — 12 a — Lo | q 
- _ 7 — . hw "Xx 1 ” a ond — , —_ * 1 91 cid * x 1 75 . . PIO 2 * 4 ns . -2 Sew ren . * » — , as a — 8 b 8 "= 9823233 — 2 — ” $2 + - 8 * 8 x A — 
kr 4 of - = & > 4 — - "% x . 2 5 r jag” "hn 7 2 | a N : — dhe - — l = — * - th a „2 4 "F< R 3 ener 2 yr EW 7 1 a . 4 K + - p | "7" ö ” mm 8 8 Y * 2 r Jy 1 2 2 p 2 — 
1 47 8 . - w 7 4 1 a 8 K — * my 4 8 8 ——— 1 » — — 5 4 as *: * z hy * * . a * * 2 N 0 N — * - _ o p N 
_-_ 7 - Ra \ — 8 4 bes. ht n — * . ai 7 2 » , — — * * 6 2 0 I fy ; — 8 2 - * 2 * 1 3 4 7 4 * — — 33 . fb | « Th pg - - 1 * F S- k as 4 4. A * = 5 2 - 1 A > 
4 | Ws $2: Yo , * 8 ” 5 - a Lone — * 9992" . 93 * * - * 2 * 32 . 4 * "NT AP f — >= . : _y ES om. — 3 E28 W * 3 is * 3 — = : _ - . — ——— — — —— — 
- E 4 9 Ly TAP ——-— . . * — 'S ao ** * 2 . * . 42s , 4 r 2 >. 7 * +9. $ + 4 - * * 4 * . - * . 3 — 2 * 4 - : a» __ * „ „ — . 8 9 F m—_ . C — —_—_— — — — —— CC 2 AS 
lb > " 0 * 2 5 3 0 7 * 2 J .— w of . 4 a. - » — 1 L "a Q an — 7 5 L 2 * E x * V = « — - 
#50 . ů 7 — _ COS OY Oh ned es — „ g 2 þ | - - * „rr 3 3 2 * * N r . . "3h = ONT DS. ; _— 
2 « 1 | l — 7 = a — 1 : - 0 : — # * 1 . 7 4 « 4 * , 7 - p we 
——_ . way va wo 4. * - - — - : -_ "x K bl ea < . a - * 5 2 * * 3 * F k — 
. * «<A % * l 1 * beg 3X * 


8 
. — 4 
oy 
— — - + , 
* bo ſo - - = © Fd * 
thy < - 
: — 8 7 * 
— — - . = 
CIS p vor — 
_ p * a 2 — bo. 
N 2 , 
— 2 A — * ” b 2 
— — * *F 
— 2 - 
— - pe 
— 


aw 


L b l 9 
= ow —— — 
H bd * FY 
N 2928 — 
1 = RP 
— ag ws, DA 4. — 2 20 => 
— = 
=» 


. - 
* 4 a * þ c 

_ I-25. 

> — " el oa wy oo — — 


- —— 0 
„ wes - . wh 5 
M — — * — — — * — — 
© > eg _ Y * * „ $9 


* 2 


' "= = TFT , " a . 


2 2 nor e * * 


— — — 


<3 
Sls 
* 


* 7 7 
CY J NE, > , * G : 3 . — ; * . * = . 3 * : > 0 , = 
. . a * — ith * * * - — * * 9 * . * I * C —_—_ « 5 . . . - — — 3 — ow , — — — — — — - — 
5 ue = —_— 1 2 a - . 4 > * . 5 * 4 - - = — oF 4 C 8 g 
” 1 5 KR . C = — - N _ — e * 5 "2 0 2 —_ R —_ 4 — — — 
- — — x 2 < = - pug i = - 9 * 7 R * * * * . - _ @. — - - * o 
= a — * a 1 - < i 4 » = a 
1 2 F l * . : — : a 1 — 2 6 . = l _ 2 — - 
— 0 — = . 4 * * ww - _ — — — — af 
- ® ” J — 1 _ of F . 7 a : l * 2 — — — — = * = 
. _ - n „ 1 2 1 , : L ; - * | | - on 4 | * 4 — cx - - 
8 _ < * * 1 1 1 5 th, * —— as _ = — oy * —— — - od 
» * J F % a _ — = — 1 - 20 n po - = 4 l 
. r ; — = * ba. along = my — 8 E * — * 2 — — — n —_— ant w ay—_— ax þ . ; g — rene 
— — — — oe” 7 - * a — a * in N W 7 — 4 „ a if £ . . by > & p * * 7 2 PR 4 #7: — — 
.. : — vt < - N : — « - 6 2 8 r N * 
— — : . , 2 2 v - 2 ALS. as — N > * 2 
0 — Py 4A . & to * Mer Wy — _ -- * - - — = 7 "= * ST TW. ;  - ou" * — „ \ 8 22 
1 . 1 n TREE 7 22 c #2 Wy: r i e > g : x - > - bg * . * ps — 2 
N 4 7. * *. _—_— 2 1 K.. „ ad 2 53 : - — U 2 : * AN a bY 3 — a 5 ms. 8 
2 0 A a . bk * & t "#4 - 5 d , $4 5 * KY FI RN 
« * . 2 — a RR a 9 Sg 1 7 7 — 
2 A ) G - LY 
7k I . : * 0 83 K 
ny. | „ i — 


2 


8 
7 ; 


—— - 4 
— "= 
. 1 „ * 
— 
erg 13 "I. - 
—_ . * 2 SJ 2 — 
T _ A OM 1 


r my ORR = 


* 
— 


—— 


os 3 — x SR 9s — oy ion — — „ — — 
2 — . — 22 1 * — ig r — — 
5 „rr Gs — . _ . 


= = ; * n = 
a * l K * 21 eh LOT 1 — ——— LAM — <& <oe” 
ee ks a EE ICITEG 


bY C — 
6 * 1 wy 0 lad = * %. ; 
= . g . 8 — * 
© i. A 1 
8 Do E. — >. 
8 — 
"> Ip” - — F OH * 2 Fil fo * 4 
8 — 
=» ” \ 
— =? * A - 2 2 
7 % : — » 4 * — - 
x 1 P - * 
2 . 297 = 7 * * 
. ps 2 2 2 ak — 
h „ 7 * * n * 22 
— " A 9 © > a * * ” - * 
— PET On * py „ og, « 2 5 
ue q jy” - — 
8 ld bv > — 
72 * Y F* A 
—_— * - - oy 5 


ht — i — 
— * r 2 


. ˙ à——ü— 0 ⏑ 
—— — — — — * of > 
＋ 


©» 
K. 
— 


— — om hn + — 
WI. — — 


= = . 
S2 
Pi — — 
- * 
— — — 
* 


= 
— 


7 


- N 2 
8 1 2 * - MRS ods. 
» = at l = K 94 
* 7 * 4 om * 
. * rr 
— * 
PY » r=; # i - — , 
wg * _ mo =. 
Hon > _— 
2 4 ek » _ — SY * 
Fa W% 
— %s . 4 — # 4 * 
8 
— 5 
* 
a 7 


W 
wt 


* 
A 7” 'v I * - * 
— — 4 * — —— . 5 — 
—— 1 * 29 9 > 23 . ” 2 — 
2 -_ — — 
— _—= 


v . 2. 4 
- a * 
— R 
8 


Some days before this converſation, I had 


: reader, by ſubjoining, in the Appendix, the 
accurate deſcription by Mr. Pennant, who ex- 
amined Icolumkill with a critical eye, and 4 
| whoſe accounts may always be relied upon, as 


To this I ſhall ſubjoin the nervous, but leſs 
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been informed by a man from Tirey, that 


the Duke of Argyle and the King were to 
carry on theſe grand works between them! 


1 ſounded the. praiſes of both, and told 


the man that the great Earl of Breadalbane, 

and many great lairds, had promiſed to 
aſſiſt the Duke of Argyle and the ** in 

making the Highlands a grand country. 


The ſtorm having ſubſided, we left this | 


agreeable place, which is the property of the . 
Dukeof Ar, 


. 


gyle, and failed towards Icolur 


vrhich is alſo owned by the ſame nobleman. 
As it would be inexcuſable to paſs over this 
4 iſland and Staffa i in ſilence, and as I had not 


an opportunity of landing upon either of 


theſe celebrated iſlands, I ſhall gratify the 


well as the juſtneſs of his drawings or views. 


ü ſatisfactory deſcription given by Dr. Johnſon. 
For the deſcription of Staffa, we are in- 


8 debted to Sir Joſeph Banks, which | is alſo 
given in the Appendix. 


The 


6 6 0 
The delay occaſioned by the ſtorm obli ged 


mained all night, with the hazard of bad 


weather, or a contrary wind ; by which ſome 


days might have been again loſt. I there- 
fore ſtretched away along the coaſt of Mull 
and Icolumkill, in the hope that a more early 
ſeaſon would give me a better opportunity” 


| hereafter of furveying theſe — curiolities 

of nature and art. 5 

The condition of ths. n on theſe 
| ſhores, and the ſtate of the fiſheries, being 
diſpenſible ſubjects of enquiry, I had the 

| pleaſure to hear, that the people of Icolumkill | 
had diſcovered, immediately n their 
lad juſt begun an imperfect wink; of. this AD 

| fiſhery, and were preparing for greater exer- 


coaſt, a valuable white fi 


tions the enſuing ſeaſon, Unfortunately, 


there are no harbours on this iſland ; but i; 


a town and port ſhall be built at Loch Lye, 
which is only five or fix miles diſtant, this 
whole coaſt will find a market, and be fop- | 

2 Plied with neceſſaries. 


me to paſs the iſland of Icolumkill, with- 
out landing upon it. We were now bound 
for Tirey; the diſtance exceeded twenty-five 
miles. Had we gone aſhore on the former, 
in our paſſage to the latter, we muſt have re- 
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We were now between Icolumkill and 
Staffa, which, as the day was fine, we 
ſaw to great advantage. We perceived the 
church, and other ancient buildings of the 


former, very diſtinctly. The remains of dwel- b 


lings erected above a thouſand years ago, 
excite a degree of veneration, which, though 
ſcrongly felt, cannot be ſufficiently deferibed, 
Staffa, on the right hand, appeared in the 


form” of a bold rock, ſupported by pillars 


that had long n the "Ow of a turbu- ; 


lent ocean. 5 


Beyond Staffa, on the north, e 50 
Lunga, and a number of inferior 11ands, 
among which, that called, from its form, the 
Dutchman's Cape, is the moſt diſtinguiſhed. | 
It is a lofty iſland, and ſerves as a ſea mark 
- to vellels which navigate the outer channel. 


Tirey and Coll appeared, at a diſtance, as 


one iſland, of about twenty miles in N 5 
having ſome gentle riſings. 
channel, however, between them, of more 5 

than a mile in width, and navigable with an 
experienced pilot. They lie ſouth-weſt and 
north-eaſt, Tirey is the moſt ſoutherly; 15 
and here we arrived about ſun-ſet, i in a httle 


There 1 1s. 


creek, ſo * narrow at the entrance, that 
no 


„ 

no veſſel dare enter it, except with mode- 
rate weather and a leading wind; yet this 
was the only place in the iſland on which 
any money had been expended. Here is a 
ruinous pier, whoſe dimenſions are propor- 
tioned to the ſize of the harbour where it is 
built. A ſmall veſſel may lay her fide to it, 


and the harbour or creek will contain three 
or four veſſels of that ſize. 


As ports where ſhips of burden « can enter EY 


and depart in all kinds of weather, and at all 
times of the tide, is a matter of the greateſt 
importance to the navigation of theſe king- 


doms in general, and to local ſituations 1 _ 
particular, 1 traverſed the whole coaſt of 1 
ttis iſland, to ſee if ſome port more capa- 
cious than the place above mentioned, could 


be found. After this excurſion, 1 found no 
Ty place ſo practicable as the Bay of Gott, or 
as it is called by Mr. Mackenzie, the Bay of 


Kirkabul. * Mr. Campbell, and other 1 


ſons who have * entered this bay, 5 1 


E 4 were 


* ce In Tiri there is no ſafe 8 of anchorage ; ; only in 
ſummer, a ſhip may ſtop on clean ground, in Travy Bay, 
almoſt any where above two cables length from the ſhore. 
Or on the weſt ſide of Kirkabul Bay, on three or four fa- 
a thoms, about two or three cables length from the ſhore.“ 


Mackenzie. 
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were decidedly of the ſame opinion; but it 
will require a ſtrong pier, to ſecure ſhips in 
all winds. The want of harbours between 
Mull and the Long Iſland has already 
been mentioned. The diſtance from Belfaſt 
Loch, atthe north end of the Iriſhchannel, ta 
the iſland of Canay, in the north Hebrides, | 
is above one hundred and ſeventy miles; 
and from Loch Lye | in Mull, on the caſt, to 
Loch Boiſdale, in the Long Iſland, on the 


weſt, is fifty miles. Between theſe p places 1 


there is no harbour, where veſſels navigat- 
ing the outer channel can enter, or lie ſe- 
15 curely, in any weather. Neither | 18 there 
any lake or bay i in this great ſpace, that ad- 
mits of being made a ſafe port, e the 


= Bay of Gott, above-mentioned. 


The Iſland of Tirey is the ſole property 
of the Duke of Argyle, Who draws. from 
thence 1, oool. annually. It is nine miles 1 in 
| length, and of very unequal breadth; but 
no where above four miles, and in general 
: ſcarcely two. Itis a low lad, compoſed 
in ſome parts of rocks, in others of a ſandy 
foil, which produces a rich verdure of graſs, 
daiſies, and herbs of a fragrancy that is al- 
moſt fuffocating to thoſe who are not accuſ- 
e tomed 


CSI 


tomed to it. A fifth part of the iſland 1s pure | 
ſand, which ſeems to be gaining yearly. About 


800 acres are compoſed of rock and moſs. A 


verdant plain of 1 100 acres feeds 2000 ſheep, 


and the arable lands produce 3000 bolls of 5 | 
grain, moſtly barley ; ; of which 500 bolls 
© might be exported, if there were no ſtills for 


whiſky. The exports of black cattle, horſes, | 
and kelp, are very inconſiderable. 8 
Some ſpecimens of marble have ou fent 


2 to London from this iſland nearly of a mar 
= - colour. The Duke of Argyle has a hand- 


nomous animals upon the iſland. 


Here are no hares or deer, 8 there —_ 


is no ſhelter to protect them; neither are 


__ there, probably for the ſame reaſon, * Ve- 


The number of inhabitants is a V 


farmers realized 601. in a ſingle boat, after 
they had finiſhed the daily labours of the 
field. This good fortune will probably rouſe 


ſome chimney- piece of it at has houſe 1 in that "I 


* ol 


at 2, 200, who depend chiefly on the pro 
duce of the ground, though the coaſt abounds 
on every ſide with all the varieties of white, 
— and ſhell fiſh. This diſcovery, trange 
to relate! was only made in the ſpring pre- 
- ceding my arrival on the iſland, when two 
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the Iden of their nei ighbours; and there 
can be no doubt of their ſucceſs, eſpecially as 


the Duke of Argyle is indefatigable in his 
endeavours to promote that branch upon the 
very extenſive ſhores of his eſtate. 


Having finiſhed my obſervations in Tirey, 


1 took leave of Mr. Archibald Campbell of 
Mull, from whom I had received much uſe- 
ful information reſpecting theſe iſlands, and 
the beſt means of improving them. I alſo 
5 experienced his hoſpitality, and readineſs to 
accommodate me upon every occaſion during 
the f. pace of ten days. I took leave at the 
ſame time of the miniſter, and the principal 
inhabitants of Tirey, who favoured me wit 
their company to the ferry, where I croſſed "2 
the narrow channel to the Iſland of Coll. 


This ifland i is ſaid to be fourteen miles i in | 


” length, by two in breadth, though, Telieve, 
Do utmoſt | length does not exceed twelve 
miles. It is greatly inferior to Tirey in fer- 

ttllity, being compoſed moſtly of rock, ſome 
blowing ſand, and a very ſmall portion of 
arable land; yet a number of black cattle 
are raiſed here; of which, it is ſaid, fou. 
hundred are exported annually. The rent 
of the whole iſland is only 7ool. per annum, 
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of which Alexander Maclean, ſq. has the 
principal ſhare. The two extremities are the 
property of the Duke of Argyle. RE 


No hares, deer, or venomous animals are 
found on theſe naked rocks. . 


LY 


The iſland 18 ſaid to contain a lead mine, 
which has not, however, been wrought. | 


1100, who form a part of the pariſh of Ti irey, 

and are under the care of a miffionary. £50 

This iſland has two indifferent bays, and 
2 ſeveral mall creeks for boats." * One of 


tleman, having had a hair-breadth eſcape near this place, 1 


| particulars in writing, which are as follow. We were three 
nin company, Sir Adam Ferguſon, Mr. Guthrie, and my- 
« ſelf ; all limited in point of time, but meant to have vi- 
3 ſited the Long Iſland, Lewis, and Sky, before our re- 
„ be In going from Staffa to Coll, we paſſed Coll's | 


Houſe by miſtake; and in making for another harbour 


5 


N riſing, we got the veſſel ſhoved off the rock by the ſtern» 
Vatter a good deal of thumping on the rock. Very bad 
weather for two days confined us to Coll, after which we 
_ © ſickened of our expedition, and returned to Strontien in 
Loch Sunart, and then to Fort William, after ailing 
* about from the 13th to the 23d of Auguſt, The rock is 
© laid down, but not named in any map. My journal 
5 * written 


: T he rumber of inhabitants amounts to Fs 


"_ 
. Sir Adam F rufen, Mr. Putin, and another 2 N 


requeſted of Mr. Dempſter, that he would favour me with the, 


there, our veſſel ſtruck upon a ſunken rock, about half a 
mile from the land, and ſtuck there for two or three minutes; 955 
* but the day being fine, the ſea very calm, and the tide 
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19 
dhe bays, called Lochachaſtill, lies on the 


ſouth ſide of the iſland; the other, called 
Loch Yern, or Loch Irin, * lies on the ſame 


fide, and is more centrical. The entrance of 
the firſt is encumbered with rocks; the 


ſecond is narrow, and the harbour within is 


5 dry at low water. T hough theſe bays can- 
not 


1 


* writtenat the time has this entry Aug. 17. Thurſday off 
«© Coll, about nine o'clock A. M. ſtruck on a rock about one 
* mile from Loch Yern in Coll. Stuck about three minutes. 
The captain marked this iſland on the map, and called it 
4 Parliament Rock. You'll obſerve, we would have been a | 
little the better for ſome of your perſevering ſpirit. At _ 
© the ſame time, this haſty and partial view of thoſe * 


gave us a better idea of the whole of that country, than 


„ thoſe who have never ſeen any part of it. My opinion 
«© was ſtrongly confirmed, that the people are induſtrious, 
the country improveable; that living by means of pota- | 

toes and fiſh, is very eaſy; and that leaſes to the ten- 
* ants, and towns with magiſtracy for juſtice and police, 
« and ſome regulations with reſpe& to cuſtom-houle fees, 

„ clearances, &c. alſo roads of communication to be made 

dy the public from the eaſt to the weſt coaſt, will be the 11 

* means of converting chat country into an uſeful part of 1 
re Great r * 


March 23, 1787. 


about one and a half, or two cables length from the fnore. 


15 In Loch Irin a veſſel may ſtop, in moderate weather, 25 
on the eaſt ſide of the iſland, that lies half a mile up the bay. 
on three or four ws, about the middle of that iſland.” 


Mackenzits 


» There is no good anchoring place i in this iſland. In —4 
the mouth of Lochachaſtil, above Soay, a ſhip may ſtop in the 
ſummer-time on five or ſix fathom water, and clean ſand, | 


: 

4 
4 
4 
1 
4 

; 

| 


W 
not be rendered of any utility to general na- 


vigation, they might to be ſo far improved 
as to enable the inhabitants of Coll to pro- 


ſecute the fiſheries. 


At the head of the former bay 1 is the ſeat | 


of Mr. Maclean, where Dr. Johnſon ſpent | 

ſome days ; and here I ſlept in the room 

| where that perambulatin g philoſopher re- 

| poſed himſelf. I too traverſed the iſland 

| from one end to the other, but found very 

little worthy of notice, excepting the me- 
lancholy devaſtations of the blowing of 

ſand, which has covered ſome good land, 

and threatens more. A gainſt this evil there 

is no remedy ; ; neither does the iſland admit 

of any conſiderable improvement : Mr. Mac- 

| lean propoſes, therefore, to draw the atten- 
tion of his tenants to the fiſheries, the na- 

a: tural buſineſs of theſe lands, and which 

would ſoon place the natives in more com- 

. fortable ſituations. wh 


F. rom this 4 1 — to fait for . 


Bara, the moſt ſouthern part of the Long 
= Ifland, and famous for the white fiſhery near 
its ſhores. 


| tlon to traverſe that whole range of iſlands 


From thence it was my inten- 
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principal iſlands which compoſe what TY 
called Long Iſland, are, 


North Uiſt Lord Macdonald. 
Haris 
Lewis 


and about 3a miles where broadeſt. 


FS). : 
by land, as far north as the Lewis, The 


3 Names of the Proprietors. 4 
Bara Macniel of Bara. 

Aa. (Macdonald of Clanronald, 2 
OE - | and Macdon ald of Boiſdale, 
Benbecula Macdonald of Clanronald. 


Captain Macleod of Harris, : 
F. H. Mackenzie of Seaforth. 


The Long Iland extends 140 miles in 
length from Bara to the Butt of the Lewis 


The ſouth end of this chain lies at the 
diſtance of ſixty miles from the neareſt part 


of the continent of Scotland; and the north ; 


end about thirty miles from the main land. 


of the channels which ſeparate theſe iſlands, 


none can be navigated by large ſhips with 
any degree of ſafety, except that which ſe- ; 


- Parates Harri is from North Uiſt. 


Theſe iſlands on the eaſt fide are generally F 


N and mountaineous, conſequently they 
abound in capacious openings or bays, where 
all the Britiſh navy might ride ſecurely. The 
veſt ſide ! is 9 level, ſandy, and fruit- 


29) 


ful in oats and barley. In ſome of the 
plains there is a luxuriancy of fine graſs, 
herbs, and flowers; but unfortunately, the 
ſea, and ſands, are making continual de- 
predations thereon, which no efforts can 
prevent. The ſea has, however, made re- 
tribution for its incroachments upon thoſe 


- fine plains, in the article of kelp, of an ex- 
cellent quality, and greater in quantity tan 
is found elſewhere amongſt the Hebrides ; 


inſomuch, that in 1 784, the eſtate of Clan- 


HG. ronald produced nine hundred tons. 


4 out of the fund of the Britiſh Society. 


= very fertile; 


In my voyage thither, 1 propoſed to ſteer 
5 by the north end of Coll, that I might have 
an opportunity of viſiting the iſland of Canay, 

the only ſmall iſland in the Hebrides that 


has any claim to a village on the plan, and 


: iſland is the ſole property of Clanronald ; = 
it 18 three miles in length, by one in breadth; „ 


dred 3 who are moſtly Roman 
Catholics. It lies fifteen miles weſt from 


contains about two hun- 


le ſouth end of Sky, thirty miles eaſt fm 


Bara 


»hhave been ab n 7 
peck of barley produced ſixteen pecks ; ſeven and a half 


pecks produced four bolls ; and that a ws" of n in this 
iſland produces twelve ears. 3 
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Bara, and directly in the track of ſhipping 


to and from the Baltic. It is ſurrounded by 


fiſhing banks, and having a harbour * ſuf- 


ficient to contain ſhips of burden, ſuch veſſels 
as cannot make the harbours of the Long 
Hand on one ſide, or ane on | the 
other, generally run for Canay. 
The diſtance between the ſouth-eaſt ſide of 
Coll and Bara, by the courſe I propoſed to 


take, i is a navigation of more than ſeventy 
miles, upon t the main ocean. 
upon Coll, in which any perſon, except thoſe 
1 amphibious animals the Highland fiſhers, 
would venture himſelf, belbugd to Mr. Mac- 
| lean, and had been taken to Sky by his family, 5 
vho were upon a viſit. In this dilemma, a ve- 
nerable old man offered, with a degree of frank 
neſs that I little expected, to carry me in his 
veſſel to Bara, or wherever I might think pro- þ 
per to go; not only ſo, © but faith,” faid he, 
1 can introduce you to any family in the 
« Long Ifland, for every | body. knows Wil- 
„ ham Macdonald, who has been a fiſher" 
6 theſe five and * years, and was always 


The only boat 


4a . 1 je 7 reſpected 


2 The harbour of Cana is ſmall, but pretty well ſhdl- 
__ and commodiouſly ſituated for veſſels bound either 
' northward or ſouthward ; and on that account is more fre- 
quented than my of the harbours i in that neighbourhood”? 

25 Maclenæic. 
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g * reſpected by the firſt lairds in the Highs 
y © lands. -I fav your book, added he, in 
f- te the Iſle of Sky: OI how you have 


s MM * trimmed that f He talk 
s BB * of fiſhing ! he knows more about cuſs 


K 


ST SS tom-houſe fees, and how to harraſs induſ- 
* trious men who toil at ſea; throwing out 
| © his gibes by a good fire fide, with the wins 
bottle before him. If you can be ready = 
Ea go to-morrow morning, we'll t out 
- with the ebb tide ; our harbour 18 none 


S Macdonald, who knows it weel . 
This old man commenced herring fiſher ; in 
1742, and by his indefatigable attention; 
and great experience, ' realiſed 70ook a much 
greater ſum than any perſon in the weſt = . 
Scotland had acquired by that profeſſion "I 
only. He had in latter times, four good fails 


« of the beſt, but leave that matter to old , 


— ing vellels, with which he went to the fiſhing | 


every ſeaſon; and he became ſo well acquainted = 
with the appearances of the approach of the 


another, that he was often ſucceſsful, when 
other veſſels went away empty; He had 
uud acquired a more perfect knowledge of 

. the "_ of the Highlands than any perſon” 
Fo muy ef ee living, 
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herringsat one loch, and of their departure for 
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more in this place for us. Then the ſwifteſt 
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fiſh. 


d he, 


they uſed to ſay, There goes Macdonald, 


guide 
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living, [excepting Mr. Mackei 
g, curing, an 


*© When I came out of any loch, 
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e, and of the very hazardous n 
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ing tr 
tions o 


theſe ſeas, he became at laſt a 


rad 


Being thus a complete maſter of the 


let us weigh our anchors, there 


ſounded the whole of it. 
to the whole buſs fleet, 


to ſailing, fil 
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s us, but we ſcudded a waw like birds, 


N I have ſeen 
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„ laugh 


* 
deen in purſuit of the Monſeers. 
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_ — = 5 


had 
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advanced them 
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I 
to 
t to 


own 
cau- 


4 
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« children.—But 1 ſhould not ſpeak of 
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d two - 


righ 


ime 


often oblig- 


4 
At laſt, by 


_ tonary; a 


Then 1 
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I have been rui 


children. My two daughters marrie 
brothers, who dabbled too far 
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them t 


give 


* bear ur. for they had 4s good « 


* 
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— 
— 
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ty ſail cr ouding after us, as if they 


« the way, as if they had been my 


1 American trade, and were 
* ed to me for aſſiſtance. 


a; 


+ hianled down «fall t9 
* the herring as myſelf 
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at 
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ut cifferen BE: 1 loſt every fiſts; 3 

e wasput into priſon; and am now obliged, 
« at the age of ſeventy years, to go to ſea 
© again for a poor livelihood. 
* Boiſdale, good gentleman, has let me have 
* a-fmiall veſſel for 100l. though worth 200. 
* which I am to pay when I am able, I 
ve take a freight, or any thing that offers: 
40 But I am now too old for this buſineſs ; 
an arm chair would be more agreeable.” > 
This being the hiſtory of poor old Macs 
donald, he is always a welcome gueſt at the 


Ewe. ee 94. 4 4. . 49. © 


here 1 found him in Mr. Maclean' 8 houſe, 
where he enjoyed all the conveniencies of ; 
-one of the family: 
His veſſel being a good Ruler wnd4 in yr 
J embraced the opportunity, and 
: | aged to enibark with him at five in the 
morning. The night being very boiſterous, 
a leſs determined paſſenger would have made 
tat circumſtance an excuſe for ſpending gan- 


in = 3 coarſe and hazy, attended with 
Mr. Maclean inſiſted on my drinking 0 
| before I went on board; favoured me 
with i his ny to the ſtore; and ſent two 
F 2 of 


The Laird of 


feats of hoſpitality in the Highlands ; and = 


other day with Mr. Maclean. The morn- 
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rking the veſſel 


7 


the 
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in an evening 


linable to fog. 
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never . 
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element. His 
morning was 
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I have known his father 


directin 
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ngs below, where I found 
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„if he had. done othe 
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zardous to attempt Canay 
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nagement of the ropes and fails. 
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never ceaſed 
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Rum, 


al, w 


and ve 
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rd would not have acted like himſel 


hoice family. 
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After we had got 
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Mr. Macdonald 


air 
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rounded with detached rocks, 


and ſome under the water. H 


of his people to 
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look into my lod 
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his tongue 
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TE is a conſiderable iſland, or rather dhe 
eonitinued rock, of nearly thirty miles in 
cifcumference. It is the property of Mr. 
Maclean of Coll; contains 30⁰ inhabitants; 
grazes cattle and ſheep; pays 200l. rent 


C hs arinually ; j but has pry * free-ſtone, 5 | 


nor lime. 
Muck benz; to Donald W: Eſq. 
is nearly two miles in length, by one in 
width. It is moſtly arable, and exports ſome 
barley, oats, potatoes, and cattle. The! num- 
_ rs people amount to 253, who pay 2001, 
of rent, dre We Yea; hg tons Arg kelp, 
every third year. 
* is the property of Mr. Macha; 
: and i 18 conſiderably larger than Muck, but 


{ 


not ſo fruitful. In theſe iflands there are 


ſome anchoring ng Places; ; bur no 42 har- | 
5 The ure we took lay b betwerth Num; on 
- me left, and Egg and Muck on the right. We 
had perceived all theſe iſlands, | at intervals, 


near them, they totally difappez 


- every object rech wed 2 immeck. 
_ around 1 us. ; | 


my 


ths 


through the day; z* but when we advanced = 
1 „ with 8 


. Mr, Macdonald took the charge 
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Macdonald 


the men were ſo deaf, that they 


and one of 
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to Macdonald, 
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les acroſs, 


e in this courſe, expecting 
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rt 
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but we remained 


. _- 


rable darkneſs. 


impenetr 
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rſon, I ſugg 
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conſiſted of Mac- 


ew 


5 donald and two men; of whom, - 
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m1 


* Differ 
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g anxiou 
ts 


We are out of our courſe,” faid the 


2 


lantic, 


piri 


Atl 


Le 


who was log 


land, 


o make our repo 


us f. 


wrapt up in 
gui 
th very little ſail. 


approach, and we had no proſſ 
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do go wi 
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aide was the compaſs, and a d 


and t 


ry moment to ſee land ; 


eve 
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Egg, which 1s only five 


failed ſome ti 


either 


kept up 


one or other of the illands. I 


ſound of waters. Our cr 


 failop; © we are 
ſwell of the 


only 
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the moſt dreaded by ſeamen. When n 

the main ocean, though it ſhould blow an 

hurricane, the veſſel has a chance of wea- * 

hering it, becauſe there i is ſea-room, as they - 
term it, and no danger to be feared, except= 

ing from the violence of the winds; which 

2 good vellel, & 


ſkilfully wrought, generally 
udes. Among iflands, as thoſe of the He- 
rides, where every large Hand has near 
ts ſhores, a number of little ones, and each 
of theſe being generally ſtudded with rocks, 
| there is danger, on every fide, of being driven 
by the winds, or drawn by the tides, upon 
| breakers or ſhoals. uch were the proſpects 
before us, when Macdonald called out, bes 
„ Land, land!" OS - 
N 
mits of the iſland of Rum, which ſoon be. 
came fo viſible, that no doubt remained of 
our ſituation. The ſounds we had heard 
. proceec led from the breakers, nd the falls . 
of water from the mountains. Finding our- 
ſelves under impending rocks, of prodigious 
height, we ſteered to a proper diſtance, -and 
got ſafe into the only road upon this bold N 
coaſt, called Loch Skreſort. 1 
Here we landed, at a ſmall village, i in. 
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if they had been provided with ſalt. 


habitants of that iſland every aſſiſtance for 


tend his benevolent endeavours to this bay 
alſo, by erecting a mall key, and ſupplying 5 

the people with ſalt and caſks, for which 
75 they would pay ready money. By means of 


|  tants of the iſland in e, or white fiſh, : 
through: the whole J? 5 


(38 ) 
all buſy in packing herrings for their winter 


proviſion ; and more might. have been —_ 


Maclean, the proprietor of Coll, 2 
me, that he was determined to give the in- 


promoting the fiſheries. 1 hope he will ex- 


this aid, they would furnith all the inhabi- 


e * p * * + * - . . a 6 
* 4 : * 5 - 2 
. Av 1 "Fig. ® k 8 


* Dr. Johnfon ad not vide this iſland, but had his bor. 
mation from Mr. Maclean, the proprietor, and it may there 
fore he ſuppoſed to be authentic. FThe horſes,” ſays he; 
are very ſmall, but of a breed eminent for beauty. Coll, 
not long ago, bought one of them from a tenant, who told +20 

him, that as he was of 4 ſhape uncommonly elegant; = 
„ cquld not fell him but at a high price; and that whoever 
8 had, him, ſhquld pay a guinea and aj half, 2 4% There 
are in Bara, ſays the Doctor, a race of horſes vet ſ ſmaller, 7 
of which the higheſt is not above thirty-ſix inches. 
% The inhabitants are fifty eight fam lies, who continued : 
| Fapiſts fox ſome time after the Laird became a Proteſtant, 
Their adherence to their old religion was ſtren gthened by 8 
the Laird's ſiſter, a zealous Roman Catholic, till one Sun- 


he as "ay were going to maſs att the conduct x of their 


( % ) 


At this place, 1 was informed that the 
| herritigs were in Loch Urn, which was faid 


to be crouded "with. buſles * and | Highland bs 
Boats. 


le tidings of 4 FOR) prize in the lot- 585 


tery could not have produced greater plea- 5 
fire than this intelligence. 1 deferred my 
voyage to Canay and the Long Ifland, in or- 
der to enjoy be "fight, in Loch Urn; and to 
learn, upon the ſpot, if all the complaints that 
I had heard, were well grounded. Beſides per- 5 
fonal information from the proprietors of 
herring buſſes, inn the ports of tlie Clyde, 1 8 
had received ſundry papers, Rating, 
the herring fiſhefies in the Highlands were | 
72 greatly obſtructed by the natives, "who, in 5 
the night time, cut the nets; and ſtole or cut 
| the” buoys which belongetl to the buſſes 
dhat to theſe, and other irregul arities, were 
owing, in ſome meaſure, the bal ſucceſs 6f 1 


”- 5 e fiſherics of FR) years; "that the evil wag 


2 5 *. increaſing 


patroneſs, Maclean met . on the way, gare one of them 
aà blow on the head with a yellow ſtick, I ſuppoſe a cane, 
for which the Erſe had no name, and drove them to the 
kirk, from which they have never ſince: departed. Since the 
_uſe of this method of converſion, the inhabitants of Egg, 


: and Canna, who continue Papiſts, call the — of 
Bum, the * of the . gi. 
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| of magnificent hills, of ſeas, a 


(go ) 
increafing daily, and unleſs a Weir ſhould 
be deviſed, many induſtrious perſons would 
be driven out of the trade. 


Mr. Macdonald had been bound for the 
fiſheries, with a view of a freight of herrin gs, 


and being g thus equally diſpoſed for the voy- 


age, with myſelf, we ſet off next morning 
in high ſpirits. The day was remarkably 
fine, which afforded moſt extenſive and beau- 
tiful vieivs.of the befare-menti oned iſlands, 
on the ſouth; the coaſt of Sky on the north; 
and the main land of Scotland on the eaſt. 2 
We coaſted the whole day, along the fine 
flopin 8 edges of Sky, particularly that di- 
viſion of this great iſland, called Slate, which 
1 ſeparated from the continent by a chan- | 

nel of only five or fix miles, Slate i is a good _ 
5 corn and paſture country, very populous, . 

and ornamented by ſeveral neat white houſes, 
that are inhabited by reſpectable main, 
It is one of the moſt agrecable ſituations in 
2 * for the iter of a gentle- 


It produces grain; raiſes cattle and 
; the hills abound 1 in deer and wild 


all the variet es of fiſh. 


and of veſſels 
. 


wind being contrary, theſe poor p. 


| the dars alternately, and refreſh, themſelves 


| ough generally 
ma full feat, They ſing — obſerv- 


6929 
paſſing continually to and from * north, 
1 the imagination. 

In this day's voyage, we obſerved + a num- 
bee of Highland boats, with four oars, and 
containing, generally, fix or ſeven men.— 
I bey were returning from the fiſhery in 8 
| Loch Urn to the ſouth coaſt of Sky. The 


: forced to labour at the oars from ten to * 


twenty, or twenty-five miles, before they 
could reach their reſpective huts, They take 


now and then with water, tl 


: ing kind- of time, with the movement of E 
Though they kept eloſe upon the 
: ſhore, on; at a conſiderable diſtance from 
| ann veſſel, we heard the ſound | from. —_ 
— boat, Thoſe who have the bagpipe, . 
uʒſe that inſtrument, which has a 
eltoct upon che water, and mae aal 7 —_ 
| people forget their toils. 
They were returning as their: amilies, 
A with their little captures of herrings, or with 
| What they were able o buy, and with 2 very e 
| FQaiproportioned quantity of ſalt, whit he 
= . * alen is generally above thei 
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abilities to purchaſe, and ſometimes it canno 
be procured at any price. For theſe herrings, 
the value of which might not, upon an 
average, exceed fifty ſhillings per boat, fix 
or ſeven men muſt have been from home a 
week or ten days, in moderate weather, and 
double that time had the weather been ſtormy, 
with contrary winds. If ſucceſsful, they 
do not repine at the loſs of ſo much time, 
the fatigue which they have gone through, 
or the dangers to which they have been 
expoſed, in navigating the main ocean with 
boats, not much longer than a London 
1 ſeuller, and many of them, called Norway 
ſkiffs, about that ſize. But when, after all 
theſe delays, toils, and hazards, they return 
without herrings, Khich is often the caſe, 
the diſappointment td their half- ſtarved fa- 
milies is eaſier to be conceived than ex- 
; Preſſed, and they have the ſame Work to 
perform again, as ſoon as herrings are heard 
of, within the diſtance of fifty miles. Even 


chen, diſappointment ſometimes follows „the 


report may have been falſe, or the her 
rings may have diſappeared before the peo- 
ple, ſtruggling with contending elements, 
could k reached the 3 If, at * | 


Cy 


ſame. t time, theſe people ſhould be thus com- „ 
pelled to wander from place to place, upon 
the turbulent ocean, through poſitive neceſ- 
ſity, ariſing from the immediate want of 
ſubſiſtence, or from the urgent calls of thoſe 
by whom they had been ſup plied upon credit, 
with meal and neceſſaries, they muſt, When 
the fiſhery fails, diſpoſe of their property, 
and ſhift every one for himſelf ; ſome in the 
Lowlands, and others to inceſſant labour, in 
the wilds of America. 
As we advanced towards the loch, the 
5 number of boats that were returning W 
every direction, plainly announced the de- 5 
parture of the herrings. 1 
About ſun-ſet, we caſt anchor i in an open 
road, at the mouth of the loch, and ſeeing oy.” 
| adecent looking houſe, with ſundry huts, at 
= ſome diſtance, Macdonald and myſelf. bent | 
our way thither, as if certain of a good re- 
ception, of comfortable lodging, and a Whole 
budget of news. When we got to this place, 
adead ſilence pervaded the whole village; the 
windows and doors of the principal houſe 
were ſhut; we knocked in vain, nothing 
| thathad life was ſeen or heard from any quar- 
ter Macdonald, who pretended to a tho- 
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length we caſt anchor, about ten o'clock 5 

in the morning, in a ſmall road on the 

north ſide, called Arniſdale, where we found 
a moſt welcome reception from Mr. Mac- 8 


and finding myſelf thus agreeably accom- 
modated, I made this houſe my head quar- 
ters, while I was taking a ſurvey of the 
loch, and the fiſheries. During a ſhort 2 

| acquaintance of three days, I had con- 
tracted a friendſhip for old Macdonald, 
which I felt pretty ſenſibly on parting 

| from him at this place. If his ſons in law, 
5 who 4 are 9 in . tho 1 


age of the lake. 


4 


been frripped of their beſt timibe: A The 
mountains, as we advanced, increaſed in 
height, and new woods a At 


leod and good Madam Macleod,® 
This gentleman is about cighty-ſix years as 


of age, and Mrs. Macleod is turned of ſe- 25 


venty. Here I met with that kind of civility 7k 
and attention which I had often experienced; 


1 diſ- 
3 1 ſhall never . the hoſpitality of the houſe,” fays 


Mr. Pennant, vol. ils page 342. Before I could utter a de 


nial, three glaſſes of rum, cordialized with jelly of bilberies, 
were poured into me by the irreſiſtable hand of good Madam 

Macleod. Meſſrs Lightfoot and Stuart fallied out, in high 
ſpirits, to botanize ; I deſoended to my boat to make the * My 
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* OF INVERNESS-SHIRE. 


I EING now in the county of Her 


the outlines of that very extenſive diſtrict. 


| diviſion of our iſland. 


loch Duich on the north, by which it is di- 
vided from Roſs- ſhire. It is indented between 
theſe boundaries, by ſeveral bays or lakes, 


viſh, Loch Urn, and the Bay of Bernera. 


G „ 


| D neſs, I ſhall, agreeably to my plan, give 


There are three northern counties, viz. In- > 
verneſs, Roſs, and Sutherland, which extend 
from ſea to ſea: The medium width is ſe⸗ 1 
venty miles. Mountains, rocks, and moſs, 
compoſe the greateſt part of theſe counties: 
but Nature has made ample amends for the 
poverty of the ſoil, in the great abundatice ' | 
of fiſh that are found on, or near the eaſt- 
ern as well as the weſtern ſhores of this | 


— welt coaſt of Inverneſt- ite extends 1 
from the point of Ardnamurchan on the 
ſouth, which divides it from Argyleſhire, = 


as Loch Kintray, Loch Moidart, Loch Ay- + 
lort, Loch Nanua, Loch Nagaul Loch Ne- 


The herrings are found occaſionally in all 
theſe v waters; but Loch Urn is the * regu- = 


; 4 * : 
7 F > — 1 — & 
we * * 72 r * — = 7 | l Way b 
"=, LH = CI" 7 — 0 . — ate - Le : l 
. * oy — = .# T . * — — 
E88 pd - - * . y op 4 2 KN od roy - =_ by = * o - > u* ,,- * *. _- * — 22 
oo K yy Y- — Eg = als , A 4 * 4 = = PE - 9 =—— 5 7 „ * 
= - ff heath: S r | 


222 : 
pay 2 _—_— 
3 BE ey —_ 
* n 
2 o re 5 5 
n 
* = I = 
— — 


— 


* " 45 = . „ — 
* % Ag 8 2 : 
ONES, Wes Pte genie we tt 
7 a" ONE ES de SIS ES N 
| > 5 F * * 8 * 
5 2 ee 
baby -.4 a * 


a ** — - 
-" —— 8 


Py 1 — * N * 
I . : . : . * a K — FO IO A, _—_— 
” 2 : 2 * Y : : a — e 9 
* 1 aw. . ©” 8 2 _ * + OS 48 * 
— N 4 . a oh ”" 4 0 
8 2 . 
OI $a AG 


neſs-ſhire, ſufficiently abound in excellent 
- repoſitories of fiſh, in all the varieties known 
in the northern ſeas. Theſe iſlands, being 
ſituated in the main ocean, between Cape : 


| than thoſe upon the main. The names of 
- ae inhabited iſlands which compole ; a part 
of this ſhire, are given in page 25, making 
in the whole forty-four; of which Sky, Har- 
ris, North and South Uiſt, are the principal. 


Ly 
lar fiſhing ſtation to which the herring buf- 
ſes reſort annually, from the ſouth. But 
if the continent be deficient in this reſpect, 
the iſlands which form a part of Inver- 


Wrath and Ireland, lie conſequently in 


the very track of the annual migrations 
that paſs towards the Iriſh ſhores, every 
year, after the month of june. The cod and _ 
ling caught on, or near theſe inſular ſhores, = 


are alſo more numerous, and of a larger ſize 


This great county is inhabited chiefly by 


Macleods, Macdonalds, Macpherſons, Mac- _ 
kintoſhes, and Fraſers; of whom the Mac- 


leods are ſaid to be the moſt ancient poſſeſ- 


ſors on the weſt ſide. It furniſhes a regiment 1 8 


of fencibles to every war, and a ſill greater 


number of men to the marching regiments. 2 


12 


tw»; 
| Invariness; which ** on n 


coaſt, is the capital; and though inconſider- 


able, it is the only town in that county. 


It was formerly a place of great trade with 


Norway, the Baltic, and the Eaſt Country. 
Its exports were chiefly grain, fiſh, beef, 
and ſkins. It fell into __ dan is again 
beginning to flouriſh. 


The territorial produce at theſs 11 hland 


counties are ſo ſimilar, that it is unneceſſary 


to repeat them. They conſiſt, as before ob- 
ſerved, of ſmall black cattle, horſes, and fheep, 
from the ſale of which the farmers pay their 


rents, and ſupply themſelves with meal 


| through great _ of the * 


. 


ONE cf the hoſt k cnbidining ſights 1 
Arniſdale, was the playing of ſalmon within 
a gun ſhot of the ſhore. They, had come 
into the lake with the herrings, and though 
a great number had been caught by Mr. Mac- 
leod's people, at the mouth of a river, near 
his houſe, there ſeemed to be no diminution 
of their numbers: but it may be ſuppoſed, 
that vouy fiſh partook of the enjoyment 
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the upper part, the loch is divided into 
reaches or ſections, and in the very up per- 
moſt of theſe, the herrings are uſually caught 
in ſixteen fathom water. The entrance into 
this pond is very narrow, and ſo ſhallow, that 
it may be forded at low water. In Sweden, 
the fiſhers block up theſe inner ponds, by 
means of ſtrong nets, properly difpoſed at 
the entrances, and thus prevent the herrings 
from getting out at full tides. But tlie Scots 
fiſhers reject this rational method; and the 
conſequence i is, a ſcene of war and confu- 
ſion, m which the buſſes generally looſe 
their nets and buoys, beſides their chance of 
herrings, which are 
ber of veſſels, boats and nets, that fill e Lad 


ſpace, in theſe confined waters, They fiſh in 
the day time, 
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fore they ; are ſep 


ww 1 
which leaping out of the ſea, in a fine fun- 
ſhine day, afforded. 


＋ 


The next ſcene was from eighty to one 


hundred herring buſſes, packing and curing 


the gleanings of their late captures. T 


driven : away by the num- 


and ſome perſons have been ken 
driving the herrings into the nets with their 


; * „ > gw + 


bars. They fr requently interminglet theirnets, 
and are obliged to cut them with knives be- 


— 5 Ut 


arated. 


| ſenſe, and has no ſociety, excepting 
family, and that of Mr. Macleod of Arnil 
dale. Living on oppoſite ſides of the loch, FE 
their communications are not frequent.-- — 


( 101 
The ſhore was covered with little WY 5 


or tents, which ſerve as temporary lodgings 


to the natives, who flock to thee fiſheries, 
and who, in their turn, were full of com- 
plaints againſt the buſs-men. This year 


Mr. Macdonald junior, of Barriſdale, a en- 
tleman of great bodily ſtrength, and who 
is both loved and feared in this loch, attempt 
ed in vain to preſerve peace and good order. 


BS 


By him I had an invitation to his father $ 


houſe at Barriſdale, a pleaſant little bay on 

| the ſouth fide of the loch. This gentleman | 
had been in the laſt rebellion, was taken pri- e 
ſoner, and confined nine years in the caſtle 
13 Edinburgh, from which he Was relieved | 
through the interceſſion of friends. He lives 

in ſilent retirement, upon a flender } income, 1 

and ſeems by his appearance,  converſition, W 
and deportment, to havemerited a better fate. e 
| He f is about fix feet high, Peper end 8 
made, and was reckoned one of the hand: 
ſomeſt men of the age. a 


He is ſtill a priſoner, in a more arg | 
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The ſouth ſide of this water is the property of 


Macdonald of Glengary; and the north fide, 
which ſeems to be the moſt valuable, is the 


property of maj or gen eral Macleod, the chief 
of that name, who is now in the Eaſt Indies. 


In order to preſerve the trifling crops of 


grain that are raiſed here, the corn is car- 
ried, in wet weather, and as ſoon as it is cut 
down, into barns built with wicker, where | 
it is dried by means of the ſifting : air. 


. perceiv ed in Mr. Macleod's garden prodi- 


gious quantities of apples, pears, gooſeber- 
_ ries, raſberries, ſtrawberries, currants, and 
moſt excellent vegetables, 


Though Loch Urn has a | capital herring 


fiſhery, it has no other recommendation "oY 

a proper ſtation for a town. The hills riſe 2 
ta great height on both ſides, and all 

intercourſe with the inland country 1 18 nearly ; 


eut off; conſequentiy chere are few/i ir * ; 
tants on this water. 


From Loch Urn I was accom panied i in a 


boat, by a part of Mr. Macleod's fam mily, to 
Bernera, in Glen Elg, a pleaſant country, 
| inhabited by 900 people, having a church, 
4 mane, a Public, houſe, with a FI 


(9) 
of mean huts, and the moſt miſerable look: 
ing people that I had ſeen. '- - © 
The valley behind is comparatively luxu- 
riant, and finely watered by a copious ſtream, 
where there is a ſalmon fiſhery. Here, in 


1722, were built two houſes, containing 24 
apartments, for the accommodation of 200 


ſoldiers. q heſe buildings were made, it 18 


faid, a notorious job; and their preſent rui- 
nous ſtate, in ſo ſhort a time, ſeems to con- 


firm that aſſertion. 


was the old corporal's wife: the entertain- 
ment, ſnuff and whiſkey. 


Ik) bere is a military road from theſe 8 3 
racks to the caſt ſide of the kingdom, =_ 
Fort Auguſtus, diſtant forty-three mules; 

and from thence to Inverneſs, the diſtance 

thirty-two miles.“ This is the laſt military . 

road acroſs the kin agdom, between the eaſt- 1 

32500 ern 

”. By this road, though o one of * a rugged in 

Great Britain, the celebrated Doctor Johnſon paſſed from 


Inverneſs to the Hebride Iſles. His obſervations on the 
country and people are extremely correct, judicious, and 8 


Luſtructive. 


Nere I was entertained by: the command- 
ing officer, and his whole garriſon. The 
Is former was an old corporal, and the latter 


peak 
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Macbeth deſtr oyed d his royal maſter, he ſays, ; 


yet ſtanding. It was-no very capacious edifice ; but ſtands 
upon a rock ſo high and ſteep, that I think it was once not 
acceſſible, but by the help of ladders, or a bridge. 
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ern and. weſtern Gas. From thence north- 
ward to the Pentland Firth, the diſtance 1s 


from 


Speaking of the caſtle of Inverneſs, where it is ſuppoſed! 1 
«« Here is 
a caſtle, called the caſtle of Macbeth, the walls of which are 


«© We were now to bid farewel to the luxury of travelling, 


— 0 and to enter a country upon which, perhaps, no wheel has 


ever rolled. At Inverneſs, therefore, we procured three 


| horſes for ourſelves and a ſervant, and one more for our 
baggage, which was no very heavy load. We took two 


Highlanders to run beſides us, partly to ſhow us the way, FT 


and partly to take back from che ſea ſide the horſes, of which 


they were the owners. One of them was a man of great 


activity, of whom his companion ſaid, that he would tire 
any horſe in Inverneſs. Both of them were civil and ready 
handed. Civility | ſeems 928 of the national character of the 


Highlanders. „ ad 
Near the way, by the nds [Lochnefs we * 4 


c cottage. This was the firſt Highland hut that Thad ſeen; 


and as our buſineſs was with life and manners, we were wil- 


_— ling to viſit i it. To enter a habitation without leave, feems 
do de not conſidered here as rudeneſs or intruſion. The old 
laws of hoſpitality ſtill give this licence to 3 ſtranger. 


40 When we entered, we found an old woman boiling goats 


fleſh i in a kettle. She ſpoke little Engliſh ; but we had 
interpreters at hand, and ſhe was willing enough to diſplay 

| her ſyſtem of ceconomy. She has five children,- of whom 
none are yet gone from her. 7 he eldeſt, a boy of thirteen, 
and her huſband, who i is eighty * old, were at work i in the 


wood. 


4-061 

from * to ninety miles, where no ſoldier 
ever e far the purpoſe of making roads, 
excepting 


wood. Her two next ſons were gone to 0 to buy meal, 

by which oatmeal is always meant. Meal ſhe conſidered as 
expenſive food, and told us that in ſpring, when the goats 
gave milk, the children could live without it 
With the truepaſtoral hoſpitality, d aſbecd us tot domn 
and drink whiſkey. She is religious, and though the kirk 


ther every Sunday. We gave her a ſhilling, and ſhe begged 
 fauff; for-ſauff is the luxury of x Highland cattage. 
Early in the afternoon we came to Anach, a village i in 
Glenmoriſon of three huts, one of which is diſtinguiſhed 
dy a chimney. Here we were to dine and lodge, and and 
F conducted through · the firſt room, that had a chim- 5 
ney, into another, lighted by a ſmall glaſs window. The 
landlord attended us with great civility, and told us 
what he could give us to cat and drink. I faund fome 
books on a ſhelf, among which were a volume or more of 
Prideaux's Connection. This I mentioned as fomething un- 


is four miles off, probably eight Engliſh miles, the goes thi. 


3 expected, and perceived that I did not pleaſe him. I praiſed 


the propriety of his language, and was anſwered that i 


5 need not wonders tor he had learned 1 . By 


1 dar. « dition had nothing por: Thoſe Highlanders tht 


1 land es a tans wilegls be vaghe : for | 
— have long conſidered them as a mean and degenerate 
Theſe prejudices are wearing faſt away: but © much 
a ſtill remains, that when I aſked 2 very learned mi- 

niſter in the iſlands, which they conſidered as their maſt ſa- 
vage clans — p a * that live next the Lowlands. i 
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which is now [1773] driving the Highlanders into the 
other hemiſphere; and when I aſked him whether they 
would ſtay at home, if they were well treated, he anſwered 


( 106 y. 


_ excepting a ſmall party, ſome years ago, near 


Loch Maree, which road they did not com- 


The 


«© Some time after inner we were  farpeiſhd by the en- 


12 trance of a young woman, not inelegant in either mien or 


dreſs, who aſked whether we would have tea. We found 


chat | ſhe was the daughter of our hoſt, and deſired her to 
make it. Her converſation, like her appearance, was gentle 


and pleafing. We knew that the girls of the Highlands are 


all gentlewomen, and treated her with great reſpect, which 
ſhe received as cuſtomary and due, and was neither elated by 
y it, nor confuſed; but repaid my civilities without embarraſſ- 
ment, and told me, how much I honoured her country by 
coming to ſurvey it. She had been at Inverneſs to gain 
the common female qualifications, and had, like her father, 15 
the Engliſh pronounciation. I preſented her with a book 
which TI happened to have about me, and i ſhould: not be Cn | 
to think that ſhe forgets me. Ns 
We gained ſo much the favour of « our hoſt; that, when 
we left his houſe in the morning, he walked by us a great 
way, and entertained us with converſation, both on his own 
condition, and that of the country. His life ſeemed to be 
merely paſtoral, except that he differed from ſome bf the 
ancient Nomades in having a ſettled dwelling. His wealth 
conſiſts of 100 ſheep, as many goats, 12 milk cows, and 
28 beeves, ready for the dro ver. Sy. 


«© From him we firſt heard of the a diffatisfation” 


with indignation, that no man willingly left his native coun- 


try. Of the farm which he himſelf occupied, the rent had, 
| in twenty five-years, been advanced from five to twenty 


pounds, 


( 107 ) 
The bay of Bernera i is open, and expoſed to 


ſoutherly and weſtely winds, but it is fortu- 
. 


pounds, which he found himſelf ſo little able to pay, that $2 


would be glad to try his fortune in ſome other place; yet 7 5 


he owned the regſonableneis of raiſing the Highland rent 
In a certain degree, and declared himſelf willing to pay ten 

| r for the ground where he formerly paid fire. 
* «© Beyond is a valley called Glenſheals, inhabited by the 5 

ahi of Macrae. Here we found a village called Aukna- 
ſneals, conſiſting of many huts, perhaps twenty, built with : 
dry ſtone, that is, ſtones piled up without mortar. We 
had, by the direction of the officers at Fort Auguſtus, taken 


. bread for ourſelves, and tobacco for thoſe Highlanders 


who might ſhew us any kindneſs. We were now at a place 
where we could obtain milk, but muſt have wanted bread if 

we had not brought jt. The people of this valley did not 

appear to know any Engliſh, and our guides now became 
doubly neceſſary as interpreters. A woman, whoſe hut was 

5 diſtinguiſhed by greater ſpaciouſneſs, and better architecture, . 
brought out ſome pails of milk. The villagers gathered = 

about us in conſiderable numbers, I believe without any evil 

Intention, but with a very ſavage wildneſs of aſpect and man- 


ner. When our meal was over, Mr. Roſwgl! ſliced the bread 5 


and Sgided | it amongſt them, as he ſuppoſed them never to 
have taſted a wheaten loaf before. He then gave them little 
pieces of twiſted tobacco, and among the children we diſtri- Fs 
| buted a ſmall handful of halfpence, which they received 


with great eagerneſs. The woman whoſe milk we drank, 


ſeemed unwilling to take any price, but being preſſed to 
make a demand, ſhe at laſt named a ſhilling. Honeſty i is not 
greater where — is leſs. One of the by-ſtanders, 3 
we were told W adviſed her to oY more; but the 
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however we were to ſtay. Whiſkey we might have, and I be- . 
lieve at laſt they caught a fowl, and killed it. We had ſome 
bread, and with that we prepared ourſelves to be contented, 
when we had a very eminent proof of Highland hofpitality. 
Along ſome miles of the way, in the evening, a gentleman's 
ſervant had kept us company on foot, with very little 
notice on our part. He left us near Glen Elg, and we 
1 thought on him no more, till he came to us again, in about 
two hours, with a preſent from his maſter of rum and ſugar. 
8 The man had mentioned his company, and the gentleman, 
whoſe name I think is Gordon, well knowing the penury of 
the place, had this attention to two men, whaſe names per- 
haps he had not heard, by whom his kindneſs was not likely | 
| to be everrepaid, and whocould be recommended to him monly : 


: by their neceſſities. 


(ll - 
wa aſſiſted by three good bays on the oppo- 


ſite coaſt of Sky, VIZ. Ben Oranſay, at the 


. the 


ſaid a ſhilling was enough. We gave her n and 
I hope got ſome credit by our behaviour; for the company” 
faid, if our interpreters did not flatter us, that they had 


not ſeen ſuch a day ſince the old laird of Macleod N | 
through their country. 


«© We were told that at Glen Elg, on 1 ſea fide, we 


| ſhould come to a houſe of lime and flate and glaſs. This 
| image of magnificence raiſed our expectation. At laſt we 
came to our inn, weary and peeviſh, and began to enquire 
for meat and beds. Of the proviſions the negative catalogue 
was very copious. Here was no meat, no milk, no bread, 


no eggs, no wine. We did not expreſs much ſatisfaction. Here 


We were now to examine oùr lodging. Out of one of Ry 


: beds on which we were to repoſe, ſtarted up, at our entrance, 


a man, black as a Cyclops from the forge. Other circum 
ſtances of no — recital concurred to dif guſt us. We had 
been 


0 ) 


| diſtance of one mile; and Cailach Stone, at 
the north entrance, diſtant two miles. 


' - Adjoining to the Bay of Bernera, there are 
forty acres of low ground, appertaining to 
the barracks, and conſequently to the pub- : 
he. If a town ſhould be erected on the 
a of the bay, this land might ſerve the 
purpoſe of a common, or grazing Park. The 
income ariſing from it at | 18 * 


incon fiderable. 


There are few places in the Highlands 
where the benefits of a town would be more 
— felt than at this place. Beſides the 
advantages to the oppoſite coaſt of Sky, and 
the populous diſtrict of Glen Elg, or as it is 
called by way of pre-eminence, Glen More, + 
there 1s another diſtrict at the diſtance of a 
mile ſouthward, called Glen 2 or the Lit- 


te. 


been frighted by a lady at Edinburgh, with diſcouraging 


repreſentations of Highland lodgings. Sleep however was 


neceſſary. Our Highlanders had at laſt found ſome hay, 


with which the inn could not ſupply them. I directed them 


to bring a bundle into the room, and ſlept upon it in my ri- 


ding coat. Mr. Boſwell, being more delicate, laid himſelf in 


Meets, with hay over and under him, and uin linen like I 


_ gentleman,” 


ſouth entrance of theſound, diſtant fix chiles; ; 
Dunnan Roy, immediately oppoſite, at the 
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tle Glen, which is alſo fertile, populous; and 


mu the neighbourhood with ſalmon. 


ancient fabrics, whoſe origin has baffled the 

_ enquiries of antiquarians. Two of theſe 
| buildings appear in the form of cireular 
ruins, of whoſe walls ſome feet ſtill remain 
above ground. Two others are reduced to 
a heap of ſtones. T hey are placed in a line 
upon the banks of the river, on places which 
ſerved for the purpoſes of obſervation, as well 

as defence. There are many remains of cir- 
cular buildings in the Hebride Iſles, as well 
as upon the main land of the Highlands. Their 
origin is attributed by ſome, to the Danes, 
and by others to the ages of the Druids. = 
Perceiving 1 that the country people were de- 5 
moliſhing theſe buildings for the ſtones, 1 
threatened to inform the laird of Macleod, 
to whom this country belongs, in order 
that every offender might be brought to 
puniſhment. Upon hearin 8 this, an old man 


1 


watered by a fine paſtoral ſtream that ſup- 


This place is famous for ſome remains of 


obſerved, that an ancient prophecy was now 


. fulfilled; for it had been ſaid, that ho- 
ever took | a ſtone fror om thoſe buildings, ; 


would 


e 
*. a 


„„ 
would meet with ſome terrible jud gment, 
and never thrive thereafter.” + +1 
Mr. Pennant, with his uſual attention to 
every ſubject of curioſity, has given a parti- 
cular account of theſe buildings, which, 
with deſcriptions of the famous Dordanella 
and other ruins, will be inſerted hereafter. - 


N is bounded, on both ſides, by lochs 
where that fiſhery is ſtationary, viz. Loch 
rn on the ſouth, and Loch Duich on the 
north. It is alſo in the track of ſuch veſſels 
as chuſe to paſs by the inner channels to 

i and from the north ſeas. . 
My courſe being ee 1 had an 
agreeable paſſage through that part of the 


channel, called Kyle Ree, which, though 


no more than a quarter of a mile wide, has 
1 depth of water ſufficient for the largeſt: 


ſhips. Here the flood tide runs at ſeven 
miles an hour; but at the loweſt ebb, this 


ſtrait is the uſual paſſage where horſes, 


Bernera, though not frequented by the 


: and black cattle, are ſwam acroſs, between . 


Sky and the main land; for though this is 
the principal paſſage to that great iſland, 
it is not accommodated with a . TE 


- 


beſtow, and to which a prieſt of that perſua- 
fion, who happened to be there, contributed. 
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ſouth 
where, 
- with 


ſide of 


ry 
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to the houſe 


on each 


When black cattle are to croſs 


pair 


ght, ten, or twelve. 


Roſs-ſhi 


—— — 
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do ei 


m 


d by the horn to a boat 


„one is tie 


When horſes are to be taken over, they 
tied to the firſt; and a third to 


a ſecond is t 


the ſecond; and ſo on 
Loch Duich 


* 


in theearof a Roman Catholic, met with 
every civility that a hoſpitable family could 


After ſun-ſet I was carried to t 
of Mr. Macrae, at Ardintoul, on the 


boat with five men attends, four of them 


holding the halters of a 


the boat. 


puſhed off the rock into the water. A ſmall 
the Kyle 


ſite of 


though thenameof John Knox ſounds | 


in 


— — — 3 — 


* == 2 | 1 5 f SI a 
"os * 5 — F wh by G — 2 2 S 7 3 b — d WV * — * —— N he” 2 * "ro = DTT * 
1 | \ — bh HEN Bs, 5 * 2 
tort: 


8 = Os 


— 2 4 


” | * 9 — — 
— a 6 
— 4 3 ; XL - 


EB PN . . . . 


2 o * | - - 1 
— — Rr . 


, DA p34 


— e 


. 


— 2 > p 


— 


7 


Dzsckir- 


1 2 


DESCRIPTION OF ROSS-SHIRE 
o 


H 18 great county extends, as be⸗ 
fore obſerved, from ſea to ſea. That 


part which lies upon the eaſt ſea, and along 5 
the Firths of Dornoch and Cromarty, | 


abounds in grain, and 1s very populous; 
among whom are many reſpectable families. 


its waters, chiefly the Firth of Dornoch, 


= which i is navigable at full tides, for coaſting 595 
veſſels, above twenty 1 miles from the ſea, and 
for ſmall boats, nearly twenty miles farther, — 
towards Loch Broom on the welt coaſt,-- 
| Secondly, the Firth of Cromarty, a beauti- 

ful ſheet of water, twenty miles. in length, ö 

and where all the Britiſh navy might ride in 
ſafety. The water of Neſs, alſo capacious 


and navigable to Inverneſs. The Beaulie, a 
branch of the laſt mentioned water. 


Here are alſo three royal boroughs, Ding- 

wall, Tain, and F ortroſe, with the Port of 

Cromarty. Dingwall and Tain diſpute the 

|  honourof being the head town of the county, 

— political . runs . in both 3 
of them. . 
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All theſe waters abound occaſionally in 
herrings,* ſmall cod, haddocks, ſalmon, &c. 
But the greateſt fiſhery on the continent of 
Scotland, and which alone has been proſe- 


cuted with ſucceſs, is on the weſt ſide of 
Roſs-ſhire, in theſe great openings, called 
Loch Duich, Loch Carron, Loch Kiſſerne, 

Loch Terridon, Gare Loch, Loch Ewe, Lit- 
tle Loch Broom, GR TAT Loch BRooM, Loch 


Kennard, and Loch Inver, all of which may | 


be conſidered as ſo many rich mines, to theſe | 
| kingdoms. It is chiefly to theſe waters that 
the buſs- fleet from Greenock, Port Glaſgow, 
Rothſay, Campbeltown, and other ports 
upon the Clyde, reſort for herrings, in the 
ſummer, and ſometimes 1 in winter, through | 
a very hazardous navigation of 200 miles, 
which forms one of the beſt nurſeries for 
experienced ſeamen in Europe. 


By means of this navigation, and the Em- N 


eries in theſe waters, the royal navy 3 
| ſupplied every war with $609 men, at the 


* In the winter of ws and the ——— of 1787, the her- : 
rings were ſo numerous in the bay of Inverneſs, and in the 
Beau ie, that any number of veſſels might have been loaded; 


but the improvident - inhabitants had neither caſk nor 
| fait. A firkin of theſe herrings was ſent me from thence, 
of about 900 to the barrel, which were extremely rich. 


En 5 2 
moſt moderate com putation; ; which number 
may, with ſome farther aid, and ſome far- 
ther regulations in the fiſhery laws, be. ex- 
tended to 10,000 ſeamen. If, to theſe, we add 
2000 men for the fencibles, or the march- 

ing regiments, the importance of this county 
will evidently appear. bs n 
The inhabited iſlands decreaſe i in number, ; 
as we advance northward: thoſe which lie in 
 Roſs-ſhire are only twelve, of which Lewis 
is the principal. That iſland is equal in ex- 
tent to ſome counties, and its white fiſh- 
eries would exceed thoſe on the coaſt of 
the main land; were they proſecuted with the 
lame attention that is given t to the herring 
The principal names in this great county, bf 
are Mackenzies, Macraes, Rofles, and Mon- 
roes; of theſe, the Mackenzies poſſeſs two | 
- thirds of the whole lands. N | 


TWO or three miles from the mouth 


of Loch Duich, the waters divide into two 
br anches, One of which retains the n 


ame 


of Loch Duich, and the other is called Loch 
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ruins 0 


Leung. On the former are the 
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Caſtle Dounin, an ancient ſeat of the Mac 
kenzies of Seaforth. Thomas the Rhymer, 


2 > 6 * 


and pretended to 


who lived in that coun 


— 


tr 


ſupernatural foreſight, when he ſaw thi 


8 


Aer fel Ox 


» 


caſtle in its glory, propheſied its downfal 


that it would be covered with graſs, and that 


the goats would feed thereon. 


im- 


There ſeems to be a great ſpirit for 


e n 2 1 3 2 — 
Uo he — » 
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of Loch Duich, for 


4 


provements on the banks 


which the foil 


adapted, and ma- 


Il 


15 WE 
AY Here 1s much 8 


_ 
”. 


. 


rain, g 


The loch 


paſturage, with many fine cattle. 


441 


* 


with a beautiful low iſland, 


tufted with trees, which adds very much to 


ed 


is ornament 


? 


the fine ſcenery around. 


4 


„chat all the wa- 


ng already obſerved 


ters on the weſt coaſt of Roſs 
ſeats of the herring fiſheries, I have only to 


_ Famark her e, that though the herrin 


* 


avi 


F 
hire are the 


go in 


munications I am enabled to give the fol- 


5 en 
Loch Urn, which is but a few miles diſtant, 
are ſo ſmall as to require 1, 200 to each bar- 
rel, thoſe of Loch Duich, and from thence 
northward to Cape wrath, are of the ſize of 
900 to the barrel in ſummer, and much larger 
in winter. This fingularity 1 in Loch Urn, 


has given riſe to an opinion, that each loch 
has its own breed of herrin g8, excluſive of 


thoſe left there by the ſhoals. 
Having examined the ſouth fide of the loch, | 


N Mr. Macrae ſet out with me, in his boat, m_ 
Ardhill on the oppoſite fide, which we made 


with conſiderable difficulty; but our patience = : 


was abundantly rewarded by the uſeful infor- 
mation, and good reception which we received 
at the manſion-houſe of Mr. Mac Iver, mini{- 
ter of. that place. By means of theſe com- 


5 lowing particulars reſ pecting two bays, on 
the main entrance of this water, which is 
the more neceſſary, as Mr. Murdoch Mac- 


f kenzie _ only 1 of the loch i in 8 BY 


Loch Duich lies at the north end of of Kill Ree, an TUM 8 

part of the channel between Sky and the main. It is quite 
well ſheltered, the ground good, and being above three miles 

long, and half a mile broad, at a medium, is capable of a 


. number of the largeſt ſhips.” ” 
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ed in our aſcent by a ſmart breeze. 


CM ; 5 
Ardintoul Bay, on the Goth: gde, has a 
clay bottom, and fixteen fathom water, ſo 


3 


near the ſhore, that veſſels put one hauſer on 
land. It is in general a ſafe bay, but open 
to north-eaſt winds. Here 1s a freſh wa- 
ter ſtream, but the peat is at ſome diſtance 
on the mountains. 0 


At Ardhill, there is a bay with 12 


teen fathom water, and good anchoring 7 
ground, but open to ſouth and ſouth-eaſt 
winds. A key might be built on the weſt 

ſide of the bay, where veſſels of 200 tons 

8 could lay their ſides. Here is a good coun- 


try, plenty of water, turf, and in the whole 


diſtrict 1, ,boo people. Both ſides of the loch 

are the property of Seaforth; as alſo the diſ- 
tricts of Kintail and Loch Elſh, which com- 
prehend all the peninſula lying between Loch . 
Duich and Loch Carron. 


Being now configned to the hands of Mr. 


Mac Iver, that gentleman, and a miſſionary | | 
= cler gyman, favoured me with their company 
to the houſe of Mr. Matheſon, who lives 
on the north ſide of the mountains which 


divide this peninſula. 3 

The day was fine, and we were alfit⸗ 
In 
climb⸗ 


N * ; 
climbing the ä of the amn, I 
often remarked the ſuperior ſtrength and 
agility of the natives, to my own. I have 
frequently been glad to ſit down, all in ſweat, 
when my friends were ſcarcely ſenſible of 
| fatigue. They ſeem to be formed by nature 
for marches, and it is ſaid, that in a long 
march, a Highlandregiment will outdoe the 
= cavalry ; but, in hot climates, * frequently 
fall down and expire. - 
The ridge which we were now crofling, pre- 
; ſented much improveable land almoſt to the 
ſymmit. The views, on the deſcent north- ; 
ward, were equal to thoſe we had left ; they 


_ were. compoſed of verdant glens, pouring 


their copious ſtreams into the entrance of L 


1 Loch Carron. 


At Mr, Matheſon” s we met with captain 8 
M ackenzie of Applecrols, who had lately 

returned from the Eaſt Indies, and captain 
1 5 Jeffries, fre om the ſame country. The whole 
number of perſons at ſupper amounted to 
eighteen or twenty, and probably no com- 

_ pany ever enjoyed the Paſſing hour more 
281 eeably. Yo 
How, or where, this numerous pan 

Todged I did not enquire; but 1 believe it was 
H * . 
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in the manner common to Highlandmen, 


1 - 
CS 
4 . 
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from the days of Fingal to the preſent time, 
and founded on hoſpitality, or neceſlity, and 
ſometimes both. 
This diſtrict is agreeably nd with 
land and water, and abounds in the produce 
of both. Here, I embarked in a boat to make 
the cruiſe of Loch Carron, accompanied by | 
Meſſrs. Mackenzie, Jeffries, and Macdonald 
{|} | _ me miſſionary clergyman. This loch is 
N | | | "wh | N | 5 equal in beauty to any that 1 had yet ſeen on 
due weſt coaſt. The north fide, which is the 
property of Applecroſs, abounds | in people, | 
and in corn fields, that lope gently towards | 

the water. 1 1 

About two thirds, from he: entrance on 

the north fide, is Slumbay, with good ancho- 
rage, but open to the north- eaſt. . Near 

5 this place are, a church, manſe, ſchool, pub- 

i lie-houſe, and corn-mill. 4 1 

8 herrin; gs have . this loch for 1 

/ fore years, but! it abounds | in n ſalmon, which 


ar 8 


0 Lock — is _ finely. the ls, and the 
ground very good; ; but the way to it is incumbered with very 
ſmall iſlands or rocks, and the entrance narrow; ſo that it is 
not to be attempted with ſafety by a ſtranger. Two or three 
perches, properly placed, would make the beſt channel ſuffi- 
tiently plain. ' Mackengie, 


— 2 wp 
— 2 F RW p _; p | So IS 3 
4 mm - . "(Ub 5 1 + So A, ISO x. in" 1 0 _ p : 4 . «4 _— - 2 . ** * 
— ＋ 2 oC + bd + © j- , rl 9 eo „ * e 208 — 8 * 3 = 4 — * 2 — ou ae Mes. eo * a © + OE * 
1 1 — bs = * I N _ + E 1 wy 55 —_— x - - FE N 2 3 c _—_— 4 4 4 _ _ * 8 7 2 " 5 * , 3 ys * 
n * 5 a $- Js * 1 =P "A — 1 " 8 N * » 1" a+, ie 9.3 8. ys | : = * = *** 3 q en 
by 5 thts PE * - 1 © = ml _- Tu : . 4 * ” * * * => Saga, 6 8 ** R , * * * "** ee” . =. p — 4 2 
4 £ — 2 — A l - 5. by 2 — - N. * 8 * 2 9 . % "* , * 7 8 
5 —— 2 4 — : 4 * - — 4 4 YT "a e 2B gy Rs 2 — rr 9 * 288 4 > od * Wy 
- — 2 - . — * 9 * 3 - * * — 2 . < Sag VS 1 * = . OM, = ? - # "eas # 2 — 
0 4 - _ ou 6 * 4 25 82 r rast * n — ; W- Pay. 3 „„ 2 2 5 
— o AA | — * — & 4 = of ©. _ = 7 La 2 6 . ks Nl - 1 ” \ 2 — 1 ry 
. a+ - 4 * x 1 bY > - 22 # * 3 * n ed 23 > -- — : r me * | - < : 4 þ * — S 2 CEE 0 — a 
1 5 7. x 7 . 2 * c - . 2 TR < *«% 6 = 6 7 a 
3 3 ” - — A — * 1 . 3 "XC . *. 2 * - P » = RJ 2 — 
Iz -* „ 3 * WM. . © i 8 4 8 
P * iL 
TSS» r — 121 — — r ** 
=P d _ Oe EE r 
24 * 


pert 7 l 
« 
3 LE = - o Pry 
= — a - 2222 -of 
= —_— gag, 

: ig | F 
K 
— = 1 8 4 18 ES 
5 7 » 1 ©. E 
KS "Mp. = ai 14 x Ay 
- wa K 4 * pu "I 


+ Ag 
— 
1 


= ſpinning, weaving, &c. Many ſmall houſes 


* collected together, which gave the place an 


B 
are taken by means of a cruive placed at the 
mouth of a large river where they go to 
ſpawn. This practice has become very 

common in Scotland, and accounts for the 

| ſudden decreaſe of that exquiſite fiſh It, 

haas been compared to the good old woman 

who killed her _ in order to get at che 
eggs all at once. 

From the head of the loch there is a * 


to Inverneſs, at the diſtance of ſixty miles, . 


of which the firſt nine miles run through a 


populous glen. The number of people, from 
the entrance of the loch to the — 7 ; 
N this glen, is calculated at 1000. 


Many years ago, the Board of Truſtees at 


Edinburgh purchaſed ſeveral acres of land 
at the head of the loch, and ſent Mr. Jef- Eo 


> fries of Kelſo to inſtruct the inhabitants in 


were built, and a number of people were 


55 appearance of a populous, though detached - 
village. The Truſtees built a houſe and 


ware- rooms for Mr. Jeffries; but the deſign 

4 failed, after a great ſum of money had been 
expended i in the experiment. This country 
is, however, greatly indebted to Mr. Jeffries 


for 
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( 122 ) 

for the example he has ſhewn, and the im- 
 provements he has made, in agriculture, gar- 
ening, draining, planting of trees and 


| hedges 'The ſpot on which he reſides, and 


to which he has given the name of "_ 
' ah, was compoſed of heath and bog; it 
is now divided by hedges, into ſquare filds 
and produces « excellent crops, which are be- 
held with admiration and aſtoniſhment by 
the ignorant neighbourhood. So averſe were 
theſe people to innovations, and to inſtruc- 
tion, that Mr. Jeffries was forced to hire 
ſoldiers from the barracks of Bernera, for the 
purpoſe of digging, planting, and trenching. 
Many thouſand acres of improveable land 
a ſtill buried under a bed of moſs, which 
Mr. Jeffries, or his ſon, would bring into 
agriculture, if they had the land upon a 
a leaſe of two or three lives. I Bn 
From this place I croſſed the hills to Lek : 


| Kifferne, a good fiſhing ſtation, where 1 


found many buſſes, ſome of which I board- 

ed. 33 loch does not extend above two 
miles into the c coun try, and is ſurrounded by 
„ In Loch Kiſhoren there is good holding-ground, and 


water for the largeſt ſhips ; but it is not ſufficienty, ſh&tered 
o . ent.) . 


« 


( 123.) 

almoſt impaſſible mountains, that are ſup- 
poſed to contain copper mines, of which I 
aw ſome ſpecimens, at Applecroſs. Aper- 
fon from England had propoſed to enter in- 
to contract for working theſe mines, but he 
has lately ſhewn a backwardneſs to make the 
attempt, from which it is imagined, that he 
| has laid the deſign A * 
The entrance into the loch is obſtructed 


: by ſmall iſlands and rocks; on one of which, ” 


an inward- bound herring buſs ſtruck, in my 
view, but got off with the flood tide. 
The Bar of Plock, isa commodious, fafe 
harbour, for ſmall veſſels, and has good an- 
choring ground; it lies at the entrance of 


Loch Kiſſerne and Loch Carron; and here 


ſeveral buſſes were at anchor, PREY whence 


they ſent their boats to the fiſhery in Kiſ- | 


ſerne. This place lies on the road between 


5 Sky: and Inverneſs, by the way of Loch Car- | 


ron. The hills abound i in wood, but there 


is a ſcarcity of water in 27 weather, to the 
— diſtance : 


for veſſels in the winter time. The beſt anchorage 1s near 
the head of the bay, in eight or ten fathoms; or between 
the jfland on the ſouth fide of the entry, and the point next 
it, ou from three and a half to fix fathoms. Mackenzie, 
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on ſame of theſe ſhores ſeems indiſpenſibly 


4 
diſtance of half a mile, where there 18 
plenty. - 


From the great number of people that in- 
habit Loch Elſh, Loch Carron, Loch Kiſ- 
ſerne, and the oppoſite coaſt of Sky, a town 


neceſſary. The ſtation laſt deſcribed, is the 
moſt centrical to all theſe places for the pur- 
poſe of fiſheries, and 1 18 nearly 1 in the gene- 
ral track of ſhipping. 3 B 
I was much delighted with my diſcoveries bens 
on theſe waters; and I contemplated with 
| pleaſure, the improvements that a few years 
may bring forth, through the benevolent ex- 
ertions of the Britiſh Society, aſſiſted by the 
proprietors of the ground. The whole 
country, for a great number of miles, on the 
ſouth ſide, belongs, as before obſerved, to 
Mr. Mackenzie of Seaforth; and on the 


north ſide, to Mr. Mackenzie of Ap plecroſs. 


' we may judge of their future conduct by 


what has already paſſed, there is great reaſon 


to hope, that nothing on their part will be 
wanting for the accommodation and relief of 
a very numerous people. I heard, while in 
this nei ighbourhood, two circum ſtances re- 


7 ͤ reg ſpectins 


(a3) 
fpeQtin g theſe gentlemen, that merit pe- | 
cular notice. One of Mr. Jeffries ſons, who 
manages Seaforth's buſineſs, had received 
ſome propoſals from ſouth country ſheep far- 
mers, offering to take all the lands in a certain 
diſtrict upon leaſe, at double the preſent 
rent. Mr. Jeffries communicated theſe flat= 

tering propoſals to Seaforth, and deſired to 


know what anſwer he ſhould return. Sea- 


forth wrote him in very few lines, that © he 
* neither would let his lands for ſheep paſ- 
ture, nor turn out his people, upon any 
7 * conſideration, . or for any rent that could 
© b 
The other circumſtance relates 1 to Apple- 
croſs: : That gentleman, perceiving the bad 
policy of ſervitude in the Highlands, hay 
totally relinquiſhed all his feudal claims upon 
the labour of his tenants, whom he pays 


VuUiuith the ſtricteſt regard to juſtice, at the rate 
„ ſeven, or cight-pence, for iy day 2 


ployed upon his works. 
Fiurniſhed with this 8 ee 
| I ſet out chearfully for Applecroſs, accom- 


panied by capt. Mackenzie, and others, in a 


boat rather too ſmall for our intended voyage. 
Here the — _— to the width of 
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1 
ten miles at an average, bounded on one ſide 
by Sky, and on the other by the main nd 


of Applecroſs. , 
In this channel are tha iſlands af Pabbay, 


Crdulin, Longa, Scalpa, Raſa, and many 


rocks above water. = SE 
If our boat was ſmall, the waits was 


favourable, and the ſea in continual motion 


with fith of the whale kind. The larger 


ones were perceived at a diſtance, by means 
of the water which they throw into the air 


when they breathe, and appears in the form 


of caſcades. They ramble about in ſcarch 
of the herrings, whom they devour by hun- 
dreds at a time; but many are thrown into 

: the air with the water, and thus have a nar» 
row eſcape. 


The fiſh neareſt us, were chindly gram- 


| puſſes, returning from Loch Kiſſerne, and 
ſeemed to be ſearching about for the herrings 
that had juſt deſerted that bay. They pro- 
bably conſidered our boat as being upon the 
ſame buſineſs, and therefore kept cloſe by us 
for ſome miles, as their guide to the prey. Some, 
tumbled upon the ſurface of the water, 
others, leaped fairly out, to the diſtance of 
two or three yards. Their colours were va- 


nn, tranſparent, and * ſet off by a 
clear 


1 Applecroſs Bay; which is finely ſkirted 


J 
clear fun. Mr. Mackenzie fired two or 
three times with lug ſhot, but we knew not 
with what effect. It is not probable that 
ſmall ſhot will pierce through their thick 
bodies of fat or blubber, for we find that it 
requires the ſtrength of two men to force a 
| harpoon into the fail fiſh, before it reaches 
Ns (ccc 
At length our companions moved towards | 
a ſmall bay on the main land, from which; 
after a vain ſearch, they immediately tum 
bled back, and directed their courſe to the 


oppoſite coaſt of _ while we purſued « A 


voyage northward. e 
It was now time to conſider how we ſtood > 


with reſpect to ſea ſtore, which, upon exa- 


mination, was both plentiful and good. We 


made for a rock, of which we took poſleſſion, 5 


till we had finiſhed a hearty meal. * 
From thence we had an agreeable pallage . 


with highly cultivated fields, and much tim- 


ber Many of the trees are of conſiderable 5 


— though upon the edge of the ſea; 
which confutes the aſſertion, that timber will 


not grow within the influence of the ſea air. 
85 2 Gn 


2 - he] r 22 
0 = - 
3 
1 K 4 
nung =. 2 8 RB 
_ je Ny 7 
————— — — 2 2 — — — GA eo 
* * - . \ v ja - = 
— — — * 
x . 1 
en n \ — _ — * 
_ — — + 7 - 7 
ns _ 
— — » o > 4 w _ - l = — 
- l 
- 8 — 3 — ——_ — — 1 
o = \ 


. 0 4 


Te . —— — 
y 


RE „ 


1 
be wth; C v " * — 8 — N yay 
"7 ” * 2 * l ., 8 9 _ \ 
+. 2 8 8 — 2 4 —_— * 4 bs "Fa. 3 * — = To —S "2% = 
I. es” <= It 2 — * . ”— - l t. Y 4 l — — 2 
1 K k » SaY Ty 4 — 2 LY l 
TH. FRE SSSI MEE — : 
„ ; , 9 ; N bu 8 iv 2 =_ + þ * SIT. . w > G 
bs 4 * 4 Y 4 T K * 0 2 — + 
= I p. * 9 J 5 — __. 12 0 4 — LY — . 
N 5 * - 2 1 5 * my — * _ * ra $7 . = "ws * _ a 
4 2 £ 4 * I * E 
an 
n —— — py b, — 


[1 
my * * n ad -- - _. Þ&% - * Y 
4 K* a Let - us — 2 + & Oe a C „ e a r 1 
F 7 0 ao ; 5 pas. As 
GE | Ly xl . 
40 i x Pha - * g . - * = wk 
Ky * N Ls — Fla: 2 . -. < 9 N = a = = 
U p . 4 a EY 


am; Not 
ah 1 
a 4 
„ 6 of Q 
yo # 2 <. 
| 8.4L btn 
* 


© — * 4 * 


* 4 _ 
"Sb - 
3 
A SES, 


3 
PISS * 1. EY a TS 


— * * 
. * 
p< 


w * 
ane * * 
3 V * e = < # 
FJ 


* G r - 
3- 


Fx * a \ 
a * Py 
hy Wu A N 4 


2 Goa 


. - p J * 
We a 1 4 2 22 ""& + * , "IS. * N * . FP — + 
a N * 4 a p Z 8 " * : . - \ 
+ WRONG K 2 0 2 1 1 . 1 0 2 . 
_ _ _ * 5 \ 5 1 of - 
þ, * D _ — „ - _ _ a , go - ET — 
a 0% « Soy $row = 1 & * OP * 1 * S- 1 P — 13 e r n . * 

. gn ” 

= 4 © - 8 7 P y _ 2 8 -» * 
r r — — Lr — — — 
* 1 — — g > = » — — * * ka 
w R 4 2 * b — * * ** . - 
— — — ed RF ICE LE OR in a & 8... __ = — * * —_ > os "at ae erage * 
, 4 - 6 "-* cats. of "hn: , = 44.2% AY © FR . p 1 ws 7.” x 
I F 4 n 92 — Fn Vines) « = B — 8 % wy 8 —_ — * — - * i — 
. A Wea 7 Þ n i th. Me. . "dp. 
A * Pann . 9 ihe * _— - 
v — -S * 2 * — 
2 
— 
* 2. 


«„ 
" 8 A 
1 


— 


2 * 
a 
» 


8 
— 


© 3% © 
* — 
: 3 rn ooo 
7 . : A. an Es 
* a_ © Y * 
— * O 


S 
3 
2 2 N 
1 
— . 


n mp, FE — £ 1 1 3 2 6 r . 18 N 
— -- n SS Ea >, 5-47, 3 Ko.) nt SY SES IE 78, oe pong kia __ OT 8 
2 - 5322 8 — 4 © - 12 e * * ) — f = 4 ; n 1 { . 
. - 3 „„ A * 5 1 U e — — > * % 6 — r — * 5 
GL I,c4 * * <Y/ * GS > bs . * wn —— * — + 


—— — mY r # I 
a> bi , "IP 3s * 118 7 . 
- was 7 I 5 — * 4 K £1 - 
n ä 8 0 gy * GI * 9 
* * * A ** 
1 1 > * * 1 7 * * $44 . 1 | 
PH num Rr. aw. EAST: Fr, 2 — 
11 _—_— * —_ _— * „ * — 1 * » - * — * 1 
255 * N by > FO * 


N 


. VP oa 
8 f 


y * » * ** 8 hs ani oh I” * . 
| 2 2 p . 2 — PRES . w—_ 
IE -. : *— r - = 
D ct tm 
0 7 22 „ 
r 


garden contains more fruit than the family 
can poſſibly conſume. It may be ſuppoſed 
that a part of the fruit is ſent in preſents to 
| thoſe who have none, or that it 18 * to 


ſalmon and trout; the hills abound in deer 


hood and ſociety, which muſt render life ſo- 
| litary, if not burthenſome, even amidſt che 
; luxuries of nature. 


ſimilar to thoſe that have been publiſhed in 


N 7 4 — — > — 
29 _ 
5 — IN 
% : ĩ˙ KK CES 
I : 


() 


Other examples will be mentioned in their 


place. 


The houſe of Applecroſs i 18 large, and the 


the poor of the place. 
Here, as uſual, is a river ſtocked with 


and game, but there i is a want of neighbour- 


There is however, a enn and a cler- 2 


gyman in this bay, which help to fill up the 
vacuity. The miniſter is Mr. Macqueen, 
ſon of the miniſter of that name in Sky, 
whom Dr. Johnſon imagined he had foiled 

on the ſubject of Offian's Poems. The old 
” gentleman 1 18 ſince dead, and the ſon defends 
his memory againſt the Doctor's pretended 


victory. It is a well known fact, that there 
are many poems or ſongs in the Highlands, 


the name of Oſſian. It is alſo certain, that 


* 


the whole country, and all the iſlands, PE 


filled 


62 
Rlled with the exploits of Fingal That 4 
man of this deſcription, of great heroiſm and 
ſplendid atchievements, actually exiſted in the 
. Highlands, at ſome remote period of time; the 
numerous remarkable places that ſtill go un- 
der the name of F ingal, 18 Another ſtrong ; 
corroborating proof. 7 
As the ſeaſon for viſiting the noten Hes 
bides was riearly ſpent, I reſolved to com- 
plete that cruiſe without delay. Mr. Mac- 
queen obligingly undertook to conduct me 
to the ſeat of Mr. Macleod of Raſay, diſtant 
about twenty miles, which we Propoſed to 


E perforin; as nſua!, in a ſmall boat. The 


morning being wet and boiſterous, we co- 
vered ourſelves with folds of plaid; and thus 
equipped, we bore for the ſouth paſſage; 
|  froni thence we propoſed to go up the ſound. 
between Raſay and Sky. Raſay preſented a 
bold ſhore, which riſes to the heightof moun- 

| tains; and here the natives have, with i in- 


 tredible labour, formed many little corn fields 


and potatoe grounds. Theſe heights de- 


creaſe at the ſouth end, where there are ſomè ii 


farms, and a good looking country. - 

- Being baffled on this coaſt by ſtrong 1 
head winds, we | om hard to gain a little 
Fey . + ereek, 


R 


« uſual | refreſhments, and the uſual | 


a 


juſtly 


which having 


effected, Mr. Macqueen and myſelf ſet out 
with a guide, for the houſe of Raſay. Mr. 


ily, fo 


5 


% 


ht land; 
f that fam 


( 130 ) 
mig 


Our reception,” ſays he, © exceeded our 


« expectation. We found not 


Macleod the laird, was ill, and I believe in 
bed, when we arrived; but during our ſhort 


creek, where we 


ſtay, we experienced the hoſpitality and 


obliging manners o 
* vility, elegance, and plenty. 


celebrated by Dr. Johnſon. 1 
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« verſation, the evening came upon us. 
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The 


hich predomi- 


nation wit! 


} 


imag 
anal 


ce 


U 


ace di. 


alogous to that 


which is felt at an unenpected emerſion 
up, t 


5 
. 


wity w 


fo far remote from all 


. © 


time to fi 


« ceaſed, and fix and thirty perſans fat down 


"24 


ons which the mind has ben 


trip it with greater alacrity. 


general 


ries 


“ from darkneſs into light. 
When it was 


4 uſed to contemplate as the manſions of 


« The carpet was then rolled off the floor, 
the muſician was called in, and the whole 


company was invited to dance; nor did ever 


e nated in this place, 
egi 
_ « delightful ſurpriſe, 


« pleaſure, ſtruck the 


b thoſe r« 
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r to two tables in the ſame rbom. After 
« ſupper the ladies ſung Erſe ſongs, to which 
„ liſtened as an Engliſh audience to an 
Italian opera, delighted with the ſound of 
6 words which I did not underſtand. 


- _ 


4 ſong, and of another, that it was a fare- 


gration, to ſeek his fortune in America. 


a conſiſts of the laird, the lady, three ſons, 


* moſt poliſhed countries.” 


IS 


«] inquired the ſubjects of the ſongs, 
© and was told of one, that it was a love 


"MM wel compoſed by one of the iſlanders, that 
«© was going in this epidemical fury of emi- 


The family of Raſay, continues he, 


” and ten daughters. More gentleneſs of . 
* manners, or a more pleaſing appearance 
of domeſtic ſociety is not found in the 


On the other hand, I fond this | family 
equally laviſh in their encomiums upon the 
Doctor's eonverfation; ; and, his ſubſequent „„ 
civilities to a young gentleman of that eu- 
try, who, on waiting upon him at London, 
was well received, and experienced all the 
attention and regard that a warm friend i 
could beftow. Mr. Macleod having alſo 
; been ! in London, waited upon the Doctor, 


wha 
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ficent and ' expenſive 


( 132 ) 


who provided a m 


r1- 


IS 0 


agni 


ainment, in 


entert 


Id Heb 


honour of h 


dean acquaintance. 


Here, as at the houſe of Coll, and elſe- 


where, I ſignified a wiſh to ſleep in tl 
which had been occupied by the Doctor, and 


the room 


in | 


time t 


ſhort 


Till J arrived at this place, no perſon of 


the name of Macleod had ſubſcribed, on any 
liſt, to the fund then raiſing by the Britiſh | 


Society. Mr. Macleod ſet the example, and 


was readily gratified in that requeſt. 


in a 


— 3 — — 


he few gentlemen of that 


name contributed nearly 1,000l. 
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The houſe of Raſay is pleaſantly ſituated 
near the ſouth-weſt end of the iſland, which- 


83 


ne * 


n 


It has an ex- 


it. 


tenſive and excellent garden, and 


of 


the moſt level part 


is furround- 


foreſt trees of conſiderable ma 


upon the edge of the ſea, though it muſt be 


tude ; another proof that trees will grow. 
allowed that the channel here is narrow.. 


18 


- — 


ately behind the houſe of Raſay are 


Immedi 
the rui 


j 


hapel, now uſed as * 
in 


lace. 


urying p 


s of an ancient c 


the family b 
18 1 


I © 
— 
4 


length 


ths 


irteen m 


iſland is full th 


| by two in breadth 


This 


5.5 


7 


ab 


it contains 700 ink 


T7 
tants;* has plenty af lime-ſtone, free-ſtone ; 
and feeds great numbers of black cattle, but 
mas no deer, hares or rabbits, 
The only appearance of a harbour in 
Raſay is at Clachan Bay, where Mr. Macleod 
| reſides. On the Sky fide there are many 
good harbours, at no great diſtance from this : 
place, and from one another. 
Mi᷑r. Macleod is the ſole proprietor of Ra- 
lay, and of Rona and Fladda at the north 
end of it, which are only proper for grazing. | 
As Mr. Macleod was indiſpoſed, and his my 
eldeſt ſon from home, Mr. Macqueen con- 
tinued his good offices, and embarked with 
me for Portree in Sky, which lies ſome miles 


95 north. On going into Our boat F, took a 


| final leave of the worthy laird of Raſay, 
Who died ſoon after, and now lies among the 

remains of a long. ſeries of "anceſtors in the 
above mentioned chapel. 5 
> Tha channel that we were to navigate i 18 k 
bounded on the caſt, by the high lands of 
Raſay, and on the weſt, by the ſtill higher 
Hands of Sky, terrible to behold, and which * 
r ne bd often i 
Dr. Johnſon ſays fifteen miles in length, * containing 
90 inhabitants. But as my information; was. from Mr. | 
Macleod, . who knew every particular of this land, | prefer 


bis account. 


a 


Poo Ts 5 F way * - 
fe "72 88 "Su 


=5Y 91 . T4 =. \ \ p E 12 — TIT - = = tas 00 _ 
5 a 5 wk 5 — ry 3 Fm, : - 3 Figay Cen Og « - n RIES 
— Fs , 4 3. 41 * 7 + _ . 
bY BEE 22 —— - 4 4 , R "- LS 7 — - | - -» 2 — Ch l 44 
* — % n - - x 1 - . . a = 7% © þ 2 
9 2 © 1 * r A ws 
1 5 e * | 
- 1 1 p : 4 
+9. E Sa. Go + < #* EF a+ „ 
* * PR. I Y 2 by — = £ _ 
4 I 4 _ — * * ny w 
l * 
: $a I's : l 
1 ; R 


DE 
—_ 


4. Why — 
— . 1 2 

— 
45 


= 
< 54 7 * 
: * 


1 r 96—— 
1 rf . d 7 1 
1 35 — = 4 » — — -- * oy = 
4 4 * 5 14. = * 5 id — * * he. 1 * 
4 9 | nf F — 2 4» 2 « s © # I, n - - A = 
\ 3 — 2 E477 © 24.6 
0 * H . mays p 2 . = , TY 
- E 4 * oF \ 
EL = * bo As n IND « " = \ —_— 
by b * — — o f > A U „ 2 » 3”: 
W p Le, A - G Fx" ; * . . * 
d * A N * , 2 2 = l 
* 


x = 0 2 | 
3 3 r 
N . ne 


2 
3 


E 


. 


> 


= k "ow 2 p — . retina 
a We. 4: Ap» 2 £4.00 den ** — 
2 i Aa - * * yi n 1 . Þ: 7 33 * 1 —— * * 22 - N 2 = — * * 


— 
<4 * 
— 
** — 
wo”. * — 
þ „ 5 v 
- * oF wh. 
4 3 4 4 3 
PO DP 7 
— * 
x W *s 
* « 
2 1 
* R 


* — re BE 
2 - 1 R. —— 
O'S 5. 2 —— — * RL 


Tie. TI» — 


PP 


„ „E . — act 
* 2 3 

1 a ' * a 8 — : * 

5.5 | - is 5 7 * . 


* — A V L LD 
* 4 * 1 E — 
1 
- 2 Q 1 = » 
. Aa LICE * 19553. 8-2 9 * 12 4 SS =” 
74 . 2 FREED 1 2 * 4 * * 
a * 1 F 
a 


* > ES 2 
. 


— 


— E 2 Y " * "= N 
— ö 4 ». 454 y 7 F - — þ4 Fai : nuke FT - * 
— : ha, >, wo - 8 » * 2 0 * 
. a 2 * 4 C _ . 4 . - y a 4 _ — — = * F 
—_ = * peg 3 + Y 1 1 2 * A 8 * 7 — - WS . - * * * p * rel % , 
a 
. 
* Dn: * n — 4.: 44.4 2 3 > 3 a 
— . - * r yo, — 33 2 — —— * 
— . * fv 2 > < — - - 0 % = 2 * oy 4 
Foo the dio aro pon th - WII OP”; 8 1 . — ** XY 2 anus ng : 1 K 
Wy 
* N 7 f 
— 
22 1 N 
— > 3 
*, * — — 
— - 
. 6 yl 


* 4 2 8 1 . 4 — 8 * 
9 = 8 9 1 
” £ hs * 4 — 4 o . * 
= — * 1 » « LM .4 "= 
» 2,3, © \ 7 9 * 
F 
5 ug! — 5 3 . «5 macs x 8 12 
I” * n "of 
© x * $a, n * 5 8 \ 
"mn * * Y 2 


confidetuble: diviſion of Sky, on the eaſt ſide, 
From this opening to the northern extre- 
mity, a courſe of twenty miles, the ſhore 1 18 
one continued line of lofty 1 rocks, where no 
ſhip can find refuge in the mildeſt weather, 
. and where inevitable dangers await the ma- 
riners in n rough weather. | 


( 134 ) 
often end forth ſqualls of wind too powerful 
kor veſſels to withſtand. 

The entrance of the Bay of Portree pre- 
ſents agrecable landſcapes on both ſides, with 


excellent paſture. 


At the bottom of the bay there is is a chaireks 


= appearance ofa village, ſome mall craft, 

and many fiſhing boats. Here James V. of 
Scotland and ſeveral of his nobility landed, 
when they made the tour of the Hebrides in 
11535; from which - circumſtance this fine 

N _ got the honourable name of Por- 


11 is the only pert or harbour to a very 


„ cc The Bay of Nudes off the — ty is an exceeding | 


good harbour for a few ſhips of any ſize ; it is well ſheltered, 

the ground good, the depth from five to fourteen fathoms, 
and nothing to fear coming in but a rock, about half a ca- 
ble's length from Airderachig Point, on the ſtarboard as you 

vn enter the anchorage, * of which | is always above water.“ 


r 


* 4 


gaates with the ocean. 
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| The country around the village of Por- 
tree, though mountaneous, is well inhabited; 
it raiſes much grain, and many cattle. Here 
the late Sir James Macdonald had marked 
out the lines of a town, and government, 
it is ſaid, promiſed to affiſt him in the work 
with pool. But the death of that gentleman : 


put an end to theſe promiſing appearances; 


and matters remain in flatu quo. 
As this great iſland claimed a more than * 
du inveſtigation, I propoſed to explore = 
it from ſea to ſea, particularly with a viewr to 
information reſpecting its numerous ſalt wa- 
ter lakes, as well as its population, produce, 
and other circumſtances, neceſſary to be 
known, in forming an eſtimate of the re- 
ſpective merits of each place that c communt- 


I met at Portree with ſeveral rey a ble ; 


perſons, who reſided in the vicinity of that 7 


bay, among whom was Mr. William Macdo- : 
nald, an experienced trader, and well ac- 
quainted with the whole buſineſs of fiſhing 
and fiſheries, From him I received much 
uſeful information; with him 1 lodged, and 
when 1 3 * intention to make the 
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tour of the iſland, he readily offered to-acy 
company me. I alſo acknowledge my obli; 
gations to Lord Macdonald, who had, un- 


known to myſelf, wrote his ſteward to ac- 
commo ate me with horſes, and \ whatever I 
| might have occaſion, for. 


had ſeen Slate, Strath, and Portree, « on the 
eaſt fide of Sky, fronting the main land of 


Scotland. My buſineſs now lay on the weſt b 
ſide, which fronts the Atlantic and the Lon; g 
Iſland, the beſt ſeat of fiſheries, and the moſt 


fertile ſhores. 


At this time the inhabitants of Sky were 
| moſtly engaged upon the roads in different 


parts of the jſland, under the inſpection of 
the gentlemen and tackſmen, and acgompa- 
nied, each party, by the bagpiper. Many of 


theſe people had to travel eight miles from 
home, and the greateſt part of them were | 
ata loſs for lodgings, excepting that whic 


the cold earth and the open ky : afforded.——. | 


Yet, after all theſe labours and j inconvenien- 


ces, no effectual roads, and much leſs effectual 
| bridges, can be 1 made : through t theſe bogs and 
rocks, without the aid of the military, and 
Proper toqls. 10 ſingle company of ſoldiers | 
iel by che country people, under the = 


19 W 


1 feectigg 


7 
rection of an experienced overſeer, would 
render the iſland more eſſential ſervice in onę 
year, than all the unſup ported exertions af 
the inhabitants can, in ſevenzyears, | ag 

A road had been begun, from Po tree, 
weſtward, and we paſſed 2 or 300 men at 
work. But the facility of travelling, from their 
labours, ſoon ended; and though Mr. Mac. 
donald had reſided many years in this neigh- : 
 bourhaod, we were obliged, at the diſtance 
of only four miles from his houſe, to call in 
the aſſiſtance of a peaſant to conduct us thro 
the ſwamps around his farm. Fr rom thence 
Ve came to a large opening on the well, 
; called Loch Sniſort, who ſhores were Po: 

pulous and ſeemingly fertile. Here, at the 
head of the loch, we forded a confiderable „ 
river, in which! is a ſmall idand,. with the rer 
mains of an ancient chapel, and a. burying 
N This river abounds, with ſalmon; _ - 
banks: are fringed, for a conſiderable way, with 
corn fields; 4 and much good land pre eſents itſelf, E 
in a ſtate of nature, to the hand of the i im- 
pr over. After leavin 8 theſe waters, the coun- = 
try, for ſomę miles, is one continued morals, . 
ſcareely paſſable by any mode of travelling,--- 
Heu we Rruggled, ſometimes on horſeback 


_ | 
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etimes on foot, and arrived at laſt 


within fight of that diviſion of Sky, which 1 


on the ſouth ſhore, 
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At Brackadale, 1 was introduced to Mr. 
Macleod of Uliniſn, who, from his great 


probity, and the reſpect in which he is 


held; has; in ſome caſes, the duty — 


impoſed upon him by the inhabitants, to 
whom he is a father. Here alſo Mr. py 


commodated. The lady of the family had 
not forgot the quantity of tea, which ſhe 


| two diſhes. 


| the weſt fide of the iſtand; but Mr, M 


1 and other gentlemen, ſtrongly urged a mort a 
* cruiſe to the ſeat of Colonel Macleod of Ta- 


. liſker, which ſtands upon the coaſt, ſome 
miles eaſtward, We had a pleaſant voyage, 
along a lofty romantic ſhore, abounding in 
beautiful caſcades, from one ledge of rocks 

to another, till they were loſt 1 in * im- 

2 o 

Before we could land at the Bay of Tali. 
hs Mr. Macleod, though extremely-corpu- 
lent, had, with his uſual politeneſs, reached 


_ through 


3 This — had ſpent many years in the Dutgh 
ervice, as did major Macleod, mentioned in | Page 101. 


ñllled out to the _ amounting to mn | 


nant and Dr. Johnſon were lodged and ac- . 


I had Apen to proceed to Dunvegan, = 


they 


frequently deluged from fide to fide. To carry 


* 


north 


the 


Unite at this bottom, which 


A 


8, that, after 


4 


The valley receives two rive 


burſti 


and eaſt 


ans on 


. 


140 ) 


ters in - prope 


« 


om the mount 


ng fr 


- 


ugh a ſmall, but rich valley, to the ſeat 


of plenty, hoſpitality, Md good nature. 


-» 


thro 


9 
— 


r channels, and to 


off theſe wa 
drain the 


9 


1, was reſerved for an obſerver of 


; 


ſo 


the 
* 


and he no e 


noys 


perſeverance, 


* 
7 
. 


d hay 1 alſed thereon L 


ain an 


y deep 


i 


divided b 


ey 18 


9 


a number of 


, and 


* . 


wv 


S8, 


_ 


ma 


— 


n 


deer, hare, and 


* 


"x 


1n grain; 


in 


in 


ound 


hay, and paſs 


fruits and vegetables ; 


® + 


* 
3 
3 


in 


the ſea 


Dute 


improvements 


Dutch 
fruits of 


Ee WIRES ESI = 8 n 


1 3 X 5 # 8 — * — * — * * 9 * 
6 — , 2 1 1 „ . 2 Jens" Big! — I? Fn Lew * e FI 
— Lc ,, 4 Sd. _ —— Ps + 


u 


- 
_ 
| ] 
. 9 


ide ditch 


* 


* 


gardens 


. 
* 


£ n &- Ay 
ains ab 


nearly futr 


p The mount 


ſtriking contraſt to the mountains by which 


=» 


” 


-and meadows, which for 


f gr 


ity © 
ole 


The Wh 


e fields 


ingenui 


in 


herrings and white fiſh. Such, with the ad- 


2 


Ws 
— 
Wy 


is 


ug 


es v 


* 


9 
5 


8 
"Wh 


Id fow 


the rivers 


* 


= 
o 


i is 


il 


the quan 


6 


© 
% . 


& 
la 


* 2 24 * 2 5 


— 2 * +: 
x 1 Tür 4 1 
4 74 3 * e 


2 — * x % 17 — 7 
= — 5 __— —— — 


tro 


Wy 8 ? , F LY, * 1 . 14 1 2 & 
- . i A 6 - 2 4 T_— _— jo” . . d & 
5 #4 5 6. 2 33 g 2 = To LESS oo, * — < - 
- = | gone Gage ENS ans — - : 1 — — — 1 I 
— * hong J = 6 — - * — © — — 9 . , bo A — * 
— — 4 — - ns. ous A — « 
PP FS, ua: & '* It — 2 w=Y —_ 
ES oe BE edt: ana Ho TS ;- = * 2 
7 wo r * 
Foo EL $442 3 — 23 WE 
S % +<# 0 os 'F; : wil » 
* — : < CA » - * ns 
4 She. d. ; 
8 a 


* 


7 


, 


eft 


cel. 
ote and. 


5 
\ 
d 


OIC 


— 


es in life, Taliſker and his lady e 


is very rem 


h 


es of t 


iciti 


f1 


ible corner. 


* f | Whil e theſe fur niſh | many O 


1 


1 


* 


aireu 


548 C the , fe 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


Nacce 


Imoſt 


: 
— 


ditional 


FY 


— 


f the che 


1 $4 k - — 1 : _— 
- ” mn 1 4 5 R 1 * 2 — g £ - 
_ + . 7D * 3 — P * = 
* 2 2 2 „ <a. a io 4 £8, 54 _ 
. - 3 2 0 1 by 2 
4 0 1 . 7 88 * 4 
2 8 * = 2 210 . KIT F- 
N * 
3 
- 


* n ts 
* re — 2 3 9 . 7 
5 N. =Y 
— 4 E | «oy 1 iy. - 


5 3 2 — f x * * OY 
X LE 


Ee GE = mn * 


* 


njoy 


of which 
wie 


2 


- 
= 0 * 
6 "3x 


around 


l of the people 


WI 


— 
— 


od 


O 


uxuri 
h 


wy 
* 


8 


f 


7 
+ 
* 


£74 * 2 — 
2 - * 


— 8 — n 


us as many as we. choſe, with a hearty wel- 


Q 141: ): 


we kad a ſpecimen, in their readineſs to cons 
vey us back to Brackadale, on a wet day, and 
againſt a head wind, that would have required 
the utmoſt exertion of fix or ** men alter- 
nately at the oars. 
. poſtponed our voyage till the next 
: morning, which being moderate, we again 
_ embarked for Uliniſh, to which plate we 
were accompanied by Taliſker. . 
| Inopening Loch Brackadale, we paſſed come 
boats that had been very ſucceſsful in 
2 fiſhing cod and haddock, of which they gave 


come. Theſe, with a ſalmon that Taliſker had 
put into the boat, and the good things that 

the lady of the houſe had provided, ſerved to 
dine a numerous company, one of whom 
was major Macleod, who reſided near the 


| roadto Dunvegan, and who inſiſted on my 5 


. ſpending | a night with him, in hen þ * to 
that place. V 

I he country through which we e paſſed, af. 
forded agreeable views of hills, corn fields, 5 


and waters. Major Macleod is a great im- 


prover, and here is an inexhauſtible fieid, on 


which he has made ſome ſucceſsful experi- 


ments. It i is a happy circumſtance for the 
5 cftats 


m 


— - : 0 — 2 
. 3 - = ® x - 
a W Les " 2 ** 
- on * a " . 
— h og . _ — 


þ \ 3 —— — — „ 
J * - \ 
= R 2 9 3 =_ 3 8 . - - \ > —_— 9 CY 
5 8. o wk» © 0. — * _—_Y =— 
— 2 1 N >_ 12 — 
* . og a 5 - £5 - 
"4 ©. 4 * * d « 4 a 
. Ae \ 
7 


- %} WM N 4 . * x 
— 4 ) * 8 " 
TT ISETr 7 
"bes hp Fr = * 

— 


IL s 2 
— — was P 
2 


e 
4 


4 
-* ty TY 
4 = 4 


| ES ener £455 og ce +. E in ** — — 
W A ; e : , "oy, 7 I — N Rf N 4 a os 2 S — 2 — — 
7 2 # AY . * 6 . _ — * L — — - * — — 8 * ü E. Os 0 = . 2 5 7 3 
* — So M — * 4 f . 5 * { . * a * ac FR — l == _ 
3 Þ * * > 8 p my x 1 p "IS Ls 4 8 
5 4 * > 1 4 4 1 
8 4. ag" FFP ys 
25 4 A. . * * * * 8388 8 — ww, of * 2 HS» 
1 . * * 7 —— * 
8 = 


IE S 
PRI en RY 
is he... l 3 


{- 


„ 


ws 
r = 
— 


EE” 


a E252 
_ 


\ % 
86 * 
7 
pg 


4 dn a. DMG 
hen 


+ + Ke 


* 12 7 


* 
7 * r 


S 2 


2 — — 
e 


227 


7 
3 


S ·˙ A ASH ULE 
— 3 


"Y _— N re 
3 


5 —— — 
2 


* * 


— 
2 
oO - 1 

9 


- 
Fw * - F.-Y 
23 £ 


— 
EF 


” 
_— — 6 


Ts 
; - 1 
— a we * 4 1 2 n * — 
25 . 1 -4 — * - * 


—_— 1 * 8 e . 
3 „ S A + uh in I: 4 "as p © * b = BIOS * ' , 
—— «=P 7 * - D- * * 4 ny, WE. 5 S* * * — - ” 7 — 2 + * * 
GR; 39 r — 1 = we al FEISS: nes ES CS: 2 Shbd- 5. © Ton _——_— 
a 111 _ : r j FSC : r "I, 
bw. oy : non . - 


or of 


* 8 
Cw 4 * 1 — 1 — = * = 


* 5 . 
3 

n 
2 


S 
- 2 e 
„ £2". wt © 


2 e 


200” <A. + CO = — p _ a _ by W . & — as l > 
— _ wy * * * - 4 * 2 * 5 5 5 5 — - — — 4 : LR . — _—_— we 
— „ 3 , by * 7 1 — ” — = 8 * a bf wa * N © * . A 1 * 2 > . — _ — — ew m 8 — — =, < . N 
” : . * — 1 6 . OE — _ 
2 — by y_ i — 0 22 " 0 —_ 8 . y l we l — — . \ * 4 8 1 gs \ 4 & 
\ —— 2 — I . e 2 0 r a | - 5 
** : * x — w * 2 1 1 q 
— * 1 .. * * P . CIS "ra « if 4 4 6 s * - 3 ? g „ ä — 9 2 
FP 2 ak WO 5 , ba 9 7 - : 2 * N c * * 8 7 — = 5 . 4 N . * 1 2 — * N * 
. : e 0 7 y - IN” N — 9 1 2 2 5 * - » 0 a)" th * .-v - b * — 
1 | 1 * a j 1 - « N - Ag % * 2 7 4 3 1 
* = > i." a — * | ä " 2 b 9 4 % - * * , N 8 
— * 5 - | ' 1 2 . — by - 3% ” "= = 
1 A - * . — I 7 err 8 2 — 
- 8 nog n 6 EY 5 —— — * ** , \ = — - » 
. — 4 . 8 - T 7 5 . d * — 4 —_ : 1 7 * — p< - * * * a 0 - — = — 1 * 
: hy _=_ "© . 2 1 4 * I — — — — . —. *. * * — —  - —_— 
L « — 1 * 2 pd — — — - — ” — L n — * - % bs 
* 4 * * . . * my — — — 0 * * — = * — A; Ty * 7 a \ _ 
2 F . — — — = -h © 3 7 
2 r 
Ry = \ \ b \ Rn \ => = Ba FOES 
Mo = - D 


\ = on ” = 2 mw 
— 2 * - — . 
— a" p N * y - 
ws J * — n A 
q - y ** . 8 
ec ASI. 2 
— SA 
2 4 . 8 
ol Has d * * 
7 
i © 
t 4. 


1 * PIC 0 S 4 _ 
of 2 — — . 3 2 4 a 0 
- : a5 * — p « 
- p 6 —_— d m * 1 <4 8 * * . 
4 * * . * W - - 4 < * vn 
* 4 1 "Ea & — - % on 2 — . 1 : * FI ot bn g * — — - 
p » — 7 : : 1 ” = « 4 'S. - 7 D Ep i 4 . n 
1 D n 1 2 . e og 1; 82 3 ** a o * 7 - © PS. LEE 5 "+. * A ö * p g D Ne d * ; 
l R as 2 wit % — 3 5 2 a . +. ed? ” * a  —_— * p a y ”, N s r n 7 8 7 I P | . D 8 1 — 
I x - _ * 4 v 4 = GC 2 11 4 +# „ > 1 N A . . * . . ” "I W 6 2 - 4 7 PIE 1 a N pl f "/ IO ae * - 8 * r 
I W r . * 4 3 Is, t — vo * % :Þ . * - 1 7 . p - "» 9 5 a 8 W Fae 2 * 4 A al a , * 9 1 — —— 2 e Ae _ 
2 e 1 8 925 r 8 * * * de K 2 K abs 55 aye 2 - 2 a 3 Ry 1 E 0 by 4 . * 5 > ; SS is =y 
* a * * 8 — 8 a 2 —— "No FAS” - I 3 * — | a "5 3 * 2 * * 4 3 well — xz . * * » 1 . — * - 
pe * 50 * * 


i 
8 2 _ 8 2 - 
rr 4 * E * * I - * 
* 
* ts - * F 4 - 4 * 
_ . 8 1 > OY 
tos, 5 p 2 a 2 1 —_— © + > <q 1 
— 4 ..t - *; 4 Fl g 8 * 2 
*% 7 2 ; 5 4 2 43 ++ £ A p — * 7 
— 


— 1 * 9 8 _ 2 re =. LES * a — — — 
g A 7 5 3®0 oy 1 . s . Gor of p 1 - 2 * 18 9 < > & 1 . ec a; Sh 22 a . * g 5 4; Np a = SE * „ 
— — — — — — — — 4 - — a > 4 ' a — 2 W : 4 . v 4 e 2 * r 9 „ * , ut _ * * ' = — 1 
EE ee hai Lo — > _ 8 N a EIT e 


3 
* Pl 2 
—— . 
* oY = * 
Is Ms. þ On ae one 2» F . * - ; 2 wx 4 
\ y g 0 | ET... EA \ - _ p — 3 2 1 c 3 \ Ma — 5 Ny IK. x — * * | 
= — S : , — ne. a * IN T1 4 2 „ * — 7 3 A G 2 * en. - T4 is AT LE. SCE r * _ a ol „ 53 2 n 0 8 7 * * 1 
o bh ei CI y 1 r - > *» 2 * 8 rs 5 % De a . : ; 2 T — - . 2 OW Ss MM r * YR: EZ. 
_- * P's 8 » IL EIS - * 7 2 4a N N SO I , - 4 \-, : * A * by Woe > _— M FI" * "an * 22 1, $5» tes. ts. 0 ts 1 
8 > > WS. « s "cf 8 bo? = 5 a 4 . K A bs + 4 * * A. _ * "0 * * 5 wy * Y 5 .. 8 7 - 
”» 2 — 9 . »” _ * — " Ls p a 
a6 . _— a, - - cy 2 YN P it 5 Wer? * f : r 1 l = 
F C2 2 5 co q FEY . * — Y 4 42 2 vg * A. 
2 © G p FX £ my 5 . 2 4 - 
* 1 by 9 5 
þ 4 — 


obſervation. This circumftance, with leaſes 


(142) 
eſtate of Macleod, that a great part of it is 
let on eaſy terms, to gentlemen of benevolent 
diſpoſitions, of liberal education, and much 


of two or three lives, or three 19 years, is 


the ſureſt means of doubling the value of any 


improveable eſtate, within a reaſonable time. 
After a ſhort ride, we reached Dunvegan, 


the ſeat of Macleod, the chief of that ancient 
clan, and proprietor of the ſouth-weſt part 
of Sky, with the lands which lie between 
Loch Urn and Loch Duich, on the conti- 
nent. 
niſhed of late years, on account of debts; _= 
and much remains to be diſcharged, Not- 
withſtanding this circumſtance, the propri- 
etor raiſed no rents, turned out no tenants, 
uſed no man with ſeverity, and in all reſpects, 5 
and under the moſt preſſing exigencies, 
maintained the character of a liberal and hu- 
1 mane friend of mankind. 


This eſtate has been greatly dimi 


The caſtle of Dunvegan is ſituated | on : 


the head of Loch F ohart, at the diſtance of ſix 
miles from the main ſea. It 1 is built on a rock, 
and waſhed on one fide by the waters of the 
loch; on the other fide, it is joined to the 
land, by a large ſtair, which was lately built 


acrols 


acroſs the mote. The moſt ancient part of 


his valour has raiſed him to the rank of 
3 major- general; but his return is fincerely 
wiſhed for, by all ranks and deſcriptions 2 
of people on his eſtate. In the mean time, 
| the houſe is inhabited by major Alexander 
Macleod and his lady, a daughter of the ce= 
lebrated Flora Macdonald, who protected 
the young Pretender through all his hair- - 


2 * —_—_ LC 


(3437) 


the caſtle is ſuppoſed to be of Damiſh or Nor- 
wegian architecture, and is very ſtrong. . 
Here Dr. Johnſon, who met with * ut+ 
molt civility from the family, made a faux 
pas. Lady Macleod, who had repeatedly 


| helped him to ſixteen diſhes, or upwards, of 
tea, aſked him if a ſmall baſon would not 
| fave him trouble, and be more agreeable. 
-- mi wonder, madam,” 
„why all the ladies aſk me ſuch i impertinent 
4 queſtions? It is to ſave yourſelves trouble, 
_ "madam, and not me. The lady! was filent, 
5 and went on with her taſk. 7; 


anſwer ed he roughly, 


Macleod is at preſent in Win v ** A 


breadtheſcapes, during fix months, after the - 
battle of Culloden, when wandering among 


the wilds of the Highlands, where he found 
* though known to hundreds of peoples 
whoſe 
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2 chiefs of the Macleods, who are ſuppoſed to be - 
the deſcendants of the Daniſh Rn * 
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whoſe fideli ty * the depend of 
30, oool. offered to thoſe who ſhould ſecure 
him. ; | . 
' Being here upon a outlay; our coitipany 
became; after church time, very nume- 


rous, and was compoſed chiefly of gentlemen 9 
who had been in the army. My object was 
to puſh the ſubſcription, which I endeavoured 
do repreſent as a very becoming ſupplement 
to the ſervice of the day, in which the com- 
_ pany readily acquieſced; among whom was 
1 clergyman; who, though his income + 
only 40l. per annum, beſtowed his mite 9 
with great good will. 1 5 


1 could not however ſee the propriety w vs 


ſelecting this place as a ſtation for a town; 
1 preference to other places that J viewed- 
: particularly Brackadale.* Neither could I pers | 
_ ceive any particular inducement for making 
Dunvegan the chief reſidence of the family 
; of Macleod, excepting - the ſtrength | which 1 


ded to the Danes, and afterwards to the 


The 


I ce, 2 Brackadale i is 2 ths hay, b dend. 


# * 


branches, or lefer lochs, within, * make exceeding good 
harbours.” a 


Mackin#ie! 


© parted from my obliging conductor, Mr 


[ as ) 
1 Thi country is barren, and almoſt unim- 


proveable, the people are few in number 1 
and this part of the bay is out of the track 
of ſhipping, and ſeldom frequented. by the 
herritig\{hoals. Some gentlemen 1 in company. 
who were of the ſame opinion with myſelf, 
mentioned * 8 as greatly: . to 
Dunvegan. 
I bad ep to "bl for the Long Iſland, 


by a packet that goes from Dunvegan once s 


every fortnight; but as tlie veſſel happened to | 
de on the other fide, I ſet out for Loch Bay. 
hien lies ſome miles north? 


Our company now el an here | 5 


8 Macdonald of Portree. Macleod factor, an 


T who returned | home, and ve eben reached, the 


des, 10 er, — 2 both, 275 
8 grain and paſturage, owing probably to lime- 5 


IT. <6 . Loch be branch of Lock] Follart, * is capacious;. 
a good holding ground, of eaſy acceſs, and, near the head, on 
che fouth ſide, ſuffic ently ſheltered from all winds.” 
Mackenzie A 


het gentlemen, ſupplied the place of 2 . 
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| Popul ation of 
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| Next tay we traverſed the north ſide of the 
bay, as ad as Ardmore Head, which forms 
the north entrance of this bay, and faces 
Dunvegan Head, at the ſouth entrance. The 
_ Liſtance from the head of Loch Bay, to 
Ardmore, is about four miles. Though the 
whole, or the greateſt part of it, is under 
cultivation, there are frequent ſeaſons of 
ſcarcity, owing, in ſome meaſure, to the great 
e TR N 

The people ale all dabblers 1 in the hang 5 
and white fiſheries, which they ſell to a tra- 
der in the neighbourhood, in exchange for 
meal and neceſſaries; yet, ſuch is their po- 
verty, that they are continually in arrears, 
both with the trader and the factor, though 
their rents do not generally exceed from ſiu- : 
een to forty ſhillings. 1 
The entrante into Loch Bay is ſheltered 
by Elen Iſa, a verdant iſland, nearly one 
mile in length, and by ſome leſſer ones conti- 
guous to it. Veſſels may come in or go out 
dy either ſide of theſe iſlands, agreeably to 
the direction of the winds. The head of 
the bay is tho only proper harbour, formed 
by the hand of nature; but there are other 
Places towards the entrance, Where ſmall 
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piers would make ſecure harbours for boats, 
and coaſting veſſels, with any wind. bD 


North from this place, at the diſtance of 


four miles, is Loch Sniſort, the moſt capa- 
cious bay in Sky. It extends from Vater- 
niſh Point to above twelve miles within land; 


coaſt are many and important. 


4 ; ; » d at * hs. that, at the 
: diſtance of a mile northward, there ſtood a 


great circular building or caſtle. This, 


upon exam 


abounds in white fiſh, and is frequented by 
— herrings. One branch of it, called Loch 
Briſerniſh, ſtretches towards the head of 
Loch Bay; and thus the diſtrict between 
theſe three waters forms a peninſula of eight 
miles in length. T he advantages of this 
4" 
country, and very improveable ; ; abundance . 
of lime: ſtone; a numerous people already | 
fiſhermen ; waters, harbours, and fiſh, on 
every fide; lying in the track of ſhipping 
| which paſs and repaſs through the outer 
chan zel, and having an eaſy communica- 
tion, in 1 rate 3 with the "Long "2 


ination, appeared to be one of 
the deſcription before mentioned. It ſtands 
on * ground, commands : an extenſive view 
K 4 of 
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ing round the head of Ardmore, from the 
ocean, which we concluded was a packet from 


: conveyed. immediately to Benbecula, was 

therefore conſidered as a moſt fortunate. cir- 
cumſtance. We all returned to the old gen- 
tleman's houſe : at . and the boat was 
not far behind. : 


- — 7 
r a6. 


(8) 
of the coaſt north and ſouth, and is in M 


condition at the baſe. 
At this place we obſerved a boat, d 


Clanronald, at Benbecula, in the Long Iſland. 


I had been detained longer in Sky than I ex- 
pected, through the civility of the people. 
| I had been diſappointed of a paſſage from 


| Dunvegan, and the equinox was at no great 
diſtance. 


This ak opportunity of being 


A ſervant was diſpatched for information 5 


: The maſter of the boat was equally inquiſi- 
tive reſpecting the company whom he had ob- 


ſerved returning from the old caſtle; and he 
ſoon appeared among us, when the curiolity 
of both ſides was gratified. 11 | 

Ile had been ſent by captain. Macleod of 
Harris to bring lime; ſtone from Loch Bay, 


and he had brought a maſon to quarry it, 2 


which he faid would take two or three — 
The 


-(f np )) : 

The company, at my earneſt e pre- 
vailed on him to make a trip to Benbecula, 
vrhile the maſon was preparing the cargo; and 
J engaged to be reſponſible to his maſter for 
ſo doing. The boat was open; ſhe carried 
about twelve tons, and had three men, be- 
ſides the maſter, whoſe name was Macleod: 
This affair being ſettled, the company broke 
up, and 1 1 to 3 — next 
| — | 

HFaving now FIR much of Sky. an heard 
more, I ſhall cloſe my obſervations wh: 2 
general deſeription of this iſland. Do. 
Sky is the moſt important umd in ; whe 
: Nad It is computed by Mr. Pennant, 

Doctor Johnſon, and Doctor Campbell, to be 
ſixty miles in length, and nearly the ſame in 
width, where broadeſt. But believe this 
calculation is carried too far, both from my 


8 obſervations when upon the iſland, and while 55 
| I coaſted along its ſhores. Its dimenſions are 1755 


ſiuppoſed to be nearly * to the county — 
palatine of Cheſter. 
Though ſeveral veſſels bst * loaded 
with emigrants from this iſland, ſince 1759, 
the number of inhabitants amounts at pre- 


L ent to 1 5,000z ſome of the gentlemen af the 
BASE. K3: iſland 


( 


000. or up- 


130 


iſland” affirm, that there are 16 


ancien 


ſmall 


eſtate of 


Lord Macdonald, who, withthe laird of Mac- 


* 


7000 of theſe live upon the 


pr 


ons retains a 


of the laſt domains 


. 
3 


leod, poſſeſſes the greateſt part of the iſland. 


The chief of the Mackinn 


wards 
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Y — 


r — 


t 


eight pariſhes, to 


each of which there is a ſchool; beſides three 


of that 
charity ſchools in Sky and its iſles. 


ily, Sky is divided into 
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and ſome gentlemen affirm 


that grazing. of cattle, for which. theſe 


fi- 


S 


aining 


ans, 


how. 


intern 


is, 


ever, a ſtrong obſtacle to expenſive 


mare bene 


ime, dr 


loſing. The almoſt inceſſant r 
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sof ! 
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p * 


reſt ſeaſon, 


* 


famous 


and hills, by mean 


* 


are 


the whole h 
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The moſt fertile parts lie upon the coaſt; 
but many thouſand acres of good 


ground might be realized upon the declivities 


of the i 
cial in the ſequel. 
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three. pounds each. 


in 


arious 


V 


* 


* * . . ag 


* 


e iſland abound 
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, Potters. and. full 
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5 quented by herrings, and where many cargoes 


them. 


ocean, there are many excellent ar 


6 ) 
White marble, and ſome wich A vein .6f 
gray, is found near the church of Strath, 
_ WER was formed the altar at Icolum- 
The iſland alſo contains free-ſtone, 
Deck and ſome appearances of coal, par- 
ticularly at Portree; but the vein does not 
exceed four or five inches, and the quality is 
bad. No proper trials have, however, been 
made by boring to the depth way” "=o 
coal is uſyally found, . 
But the great wealth of Sky confiſts3 in its 
marine productions. Here are at leaſt twenty 
| bays or lochs, which are octafionally fre- 
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have been procured by veſlels from the ports 
of the Clyde, but none by the natives, be- 
cauſe they have no veſſels views © eure 


— O_—_ lakes are Rehe by Een, mace 
Dy karel, white and ſhell fiſh, Without, 1 the 


e 
banks, of 
which the natives, from the want of ſtorit A 
 wherriesordecked veſſels, are not able to avail 
themſelys, Amidſt this profuſion of fiſh, Fin i 
K 4. al 


— | Immediately belore Macleod went to India; one of his | 
n tackſmen requeſted the honour of his a to 
| | dine : | Y 
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of which the quantity has increaſed to goo 


accepted the invitation, when he found, among a profuſion 


(152 ) 
all their varieties, the utmoſt exertion of the 
people ſeems only to procure ſupplies for 
their own families, and a ſmall quantity ot 
cod, of inferior fize, and indifferently cured; 
which, as before obſerved, whey, _ or ex- 


change for neceſſaries. 
When foundations ſhall be la id fig the 


the period arrives which will facilitate fiſhe- : 
Tries around this great iſland, by means of 
decked veſſels, well provided in ſalt, caſk, 
and experienced curers, the value of Sky 1 will 
be found to exceed. belief. To the navy it 
will be able to ſpare 1000 ſeamen in every 
war, which, at the rate of 200 ſeamen for 
every ſhip of the line, will be ſufficient to 
navigate a little ſquadron, with men inured 
to hardſhips, and fearleſs of dangers. . 
Next to the fiſheries, | 18 the article of kelp, 


tons annually. 2 ſea fand of an ex- 
cellent prolific quality, „„ 

90 With 
th with M: i in order that de might procure a ready 


compliance, he ſaid that all the diſhes ſhould be of the pro- 
duce of Macleod's eſtate, and the ſhores thereof. Mr. Macleod 


of other diſhes, thirteen different kinds of fiſh, which had 
been purpoſ fly caught upon that coaſt, and its rivers. 


% | : wy 


0 "3 7 
With all thenatural advantages above enu- 
rated, there is in Sky no commerce, neither 


ſhops, ex cept one at Portree. 


thick, and boiſterous, with a ſouth-weſt wind 


- had no alternative. ; 


_ ourſelves very unequally matched ag 


ſioned a general thickneſs in the atmoſphere, 
which ſoon deprived us of any guide from 
the land, by which to ſteer our courſe,--- 


and 


are there any manufactures, towns, or even = 


The morning fixed for my — 
5 proved extremely unfavourable for a voyage 
of twenty or twenty-five miles, upon the 

main ocean, in an open boat. It was wet, 


nearly from the quarter to which we were 

bound.---The people with whom I had lodg- 

ed did not approve of the attempt on that 
day; but the weather being now * broke, 1 5 


I was partly deceived, 1 by the 
goodneſs of the bay where the boat was 
moored, which afforded excellent ' ſhelter 
_--! with thoſe winds that have the greateſt _ 
effect upon it. But when we got without 
Elen Iſa, at the mouth of the bay, wwe found ” 
great ſwell of the open Atlantic. The uy 5 
Increaſed, and the violence of the rain occa- 
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— HS a” Ä—— SO OO — — 
by —_— = 


1 
4 
7 
„ 
1 7 
'7 
% 
\ 
TA 
" - $0 
6 Ln 
, © 
* 
* 
1 
> $4 
"Y 
Li 
#4 > Y 
© oF 
Wi + 
+7 a 
1 p 1 
md wk 
d 
x * 
+ 
[1 
25 95 
* 
"T , 
* 


_— 
* o 
a * 5 ww 


7 
"OY _ * 2 * 
—25õ*„„„ 4 — — — — — 
._ 2 ww COS ů — wy 


(14) 


and Mr. Macleod; who ſeemed to de maſter 


of his buſmeſs, managed the helm, and gave 
directions to the men, without ceaſing. 
The maſon, who had, for reaſons which 
1 did not enquire into, come into the boat, 
laid himſelf down upon his back, under the 
half-deck, and continued in that poſition, 
with his hands lifted up, and ſeemingly in 
fervent prayer, through the whole voyage. 
I had taken my ſtation near Macleod, at the 
ſtern, where Twas not wholly idle. His at- 
tention was much engaged, in obſerving the 
fails, and giving directions to the men, who 
_ were fully employed, xetween the rigging 
and the pump, which they took by turns. 
My department was to obſerve the approach i 
of every ſucceſſiye wave, and to give timely 
notice, that we might 1 riſe and fall with it, 
the only means of preſerying us from being 
buriedunder a watery mountain, Yet neither 
Macleod's ſkill, nor my vigilance, 8 could pre- 
vent us from getting a bruſh now and then, - 
en paſſant, * "hich made Macleod ſtagger, t-- 
the compaſs a-fyimming, an A knocked Ul wp Je 
ſelf down more than once. RY wy 
Every exertion was now mnadeby Macleod 
and his crew, that {kill and bodily ſtrength 
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* and I regretted, avidin u 
deplorable ſituation, the bad policy of ob ging 
| ſuch men to abandon their country, and to 
fly to diſtant regions, for a mere livelihood. 
Fearing the men might be overpowered by 
the unabating ſtorm, and perceiving the im 
poſſibility of gaining Benbecula, I deſired to 
be put into Loch Maddie, in North viſh, 
which gave a point of the wind i in our Fayour, 
and thither we went at a great rate, 
At laſt we perceived ſome high lands, 
5 which the crew conceived to be near the en- 
S trance of the loch, aud it proved ſo. Mac- 
| Tod, upon this, ordered the dram bottle to 
be brought out, of which all of us, except the 
poor maſon, partook, with ſome ſea-ſtore 
N that my friends had put on board. 
When we entered the mouth of 4 loc 1 


the wind blew with more violence than ever, - 
and being in this direction almoſt a-head. 


there was no poſſibility of getting to a place 
where we could land. The day was now ad- 
vanced, and time was precious. I therefore 

deſired Macleod to tack about, and run be- 
fore the wind to Loch Rowdil, in Harris, 
5 Where his we relided; * if he could not 
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1 channel 3 is —_—_ for veſſels* of 1 urthen, 
but it requires a ſkilful-pilot. It is the only 
paſſage between the Butt of the Lewis, and 
Bara, for veſſels of burthen, paſling to and F 
mw the weſt fide of the Long Iſland. 
The ſound is greatly — with 
— and iſlands, ſome: of which are con- 
ſiderable, as Bernera, Pabay, Enſay, Ki 
legray. - - Theſe, with Scalpay, Taranſay, 
and Scarp, compoſe. the inhabited iſlands on 

_ the coaſt of Harris. Some of them produce 

| my wore of — and all * them _ ; 
| Harris and its illands el Sins: 4 to 500 - 
ton of kelp annually; z it abounds, on the 
caſt ſide, in excellent lochs or bays, and its 
| ſhores on both ſides forny one continued F- 

fiſhery. | Te Bk b 
= Thee fſh on this * ns wv the de ; 
i ſhores of the Long Iſland, are more nume- 
. and of nga dimenſions;than thoſe on 


In this iſland, 1 was found in a | grave, a neat pair 
of braſs ſcales, apd a hammer finely poliſhed. 
Martin, who viſited theſe iſlands about the end of the laſt 

century, ſaw at Hermetra, the ſoundation of a houſe built bß 
an Engliſh company, in the reign of Charles I. as a maga- 
zine for ſalt, caſks, &c. for carrying on the fiſheries in the 
Weſtern Ifles ; but the civil wars, and the death of the king, 
Put an end to the deſign, It was however renewed . 
he uſurpation, and afterwards in the reign of Charles II. 


the 


- 
, \ — — 
# * WM” 120 
0 e , . 120 e 
1 22 A a # * N ee F oo —_—_ 1 q „ GY - * 
& © 4x * 9. 2 8 2 4 = 
. 8 ; oy A, * 7 PY "RT ,4 ©. ot - = —— 
> | | — * * 


2 


5 — — 
r — = . 
„ * 
1 2 "% #: l 
l % by 
Reg 18 9 "=P * 


, a 
PET 


| 


ab * =_ 
N 8 So * * * 4 N al L wy 3 * 1 _ * 75 
4 3 * 2 - w l — 
ay af; 122 * " — — 
* 


N 
— — 
& ca n . 1 
rin 
as ps * 
. 223 g * 


— „.* 
n 


1 
Ci 
by 3 + 0 - — l ©... 
0 1 * MS "y 4 S 
* N e * « 1 4 . , 4 oy 5 3 * 1 n 
x 7 9 4 * * 4 £4 i r 6 fr” bes oe 4 — 
4 . 4 l WK = of * =; r — A = * 
. 2 * — _ wa < s \ k - F 
N v * ” 4 l q * 74 's A's 4 _ 
v 8 - wg SS, ” 1 wa A 
= ” LT 
wth 
— 


* i * x 2 Wr 5 
ee 


* SES 2% 
KY 258 


2 4a 4, on —— . 8 . : 
2 x A * Ng „ * 
4 5 * * P 5 , PE 8 - as Ev. 8 
= th . « + Ye =. l of 8 "Da r 9 : 
. # lk 7 — 1 - 4 a " . 
4 5 * 97 * LEES * y . 
2 54 * 3 * R * * * 
* % I ; 


4 ret, EW — - wats k i 
F 3 EV 
* * ub ; Nu 3 
q 2 * » 4 — < - 
1 hk l . * 8 9 
ly a * n bk \ 83 
if hd — CY 2 os 
. - Y wo * 2 — 2 411 


. 
. 


a 7 
= K 6 bs A - 7 1 * ” = | * P „ 2 
r > = 1» N * 4 b 
1 
, * * * 4 3 , 1 — 10 
i a - 8 = oy — * 
© br 2 — 7 -_- (as G4 ng - . * > 
— — — 4; 
7 + — by - -» — . mm * * 5 G R 4 5 ” *. oy 
w 2 — 4 . of x > WV L 
S * od ” r * 4 


„ 
= b — 
: 1 
, S ris. 


* = - » ka 
x 
1 — _ Fa 
2 
= q 
1 = ” 2 
* r 4 : 2.7 
2 . A. * 
> . 
OY 
2 a - * 
_ as _—— * 5 
" i < - SS — ** jo 
8 rr =: 
* ET AY 4 ” * 7 
as —_ 5 =. ia, . . 
1 e 
* —Y * - 0 
b -* L " EY 8 — q = ST * ts . 
5 4 > 3 - 
2 1 ax A <a » mT. -. h. ” - 
= * ma - <2 * * py 
»; 4 © Ba 4 


_ 


— — — 


. B 
* * - 4 - Y — 
2 & — — 
r 
- on — 
= 

ys * 2 
r 4 50 * 
—— 4 

* 27 7 . , 
ET TI AT oe 4 

206. Pt : 

— * = S. 4p 
— _— = 

I... * 


| Rowdil Bay“ as the beſt adapted to his views; 
that place being ſituated on the ſouth-eaſt 
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TW). 
the oppoſite continent; on which account 
two royal fiſhing ftations were begun in the 
reign of Charles I. one in Loch 2 And 
the other in the Sound of Harris. 
About four years ago captain Macleod 
came to ſettle in Harris, and fixed- upon 


fide of the iſland, and contiguous to the 
Sound of Harris. Within the bay of Row- 
dil, on the north fide, there is an opening, 
 throu gh a channel of only 30 yards wide 
to one of the beſt ſheltered little bays in the 
| Highlands; ; from which, on the oppoſite fide, 
there is an opening of the ſame dimenſions 
to the ſea, This has water for any veſſel 
to enter or depart at any time of the tide ; 
and n Macleod has Nr the 
nn pins ſouth 


#« « Rowdil i isa | bay at 4 8. W. point er Helis, [this ! is a 
POR of the preſs ; it ſhould be S. E. ] about a mile long, 
and above a quarter of a mile wide of eaſy acceſs, the 
ground in it all clean, aud the depth of water ſufficient for 
the largeſt ſhips. As the anchorage i is not ſheltered from all 
winds, but opened to the S. and to a point or two on each 


fide of that, other harbours in this nei ighbourhood 3 are * 
ferred to it in the winter time.“ Y 


0 
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| When Mr. Mackenzie made hisfurviy; the paſſage to the 
inner harbour was not made, nnn it is not * 
e TUE E 
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15 259 » 
; pallage. eth fifteen feet at common 
— tides. The circumference of this 


lictle harbour or baſon is neaply an Engliſh 
mile; and here ſhips lie always afloat, an 


tain has. made an excellent graving 


afloat, at all times of the de the 
on the graving bank. 
le has alſo built a n for Galt, 
caſks,.. meal, &c:; and a manufacturing houſe 
| for int ; alen 20g, linen thread, and 
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| Eaſt Country fiſhers, with Orkney yawls, EW 
to teach the- inhabitants ; and has built a 
boat-houſe, ſixty feet long by twenty wide, 
capable of containing nine wen, with m 


He has raiſed, or bs rogaired, a very 7 
bana church, out of the ruins of an 
old monaſtery, called St. Clements. He has 


and he is now carrying on good cart roads 
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He Adis that the greateſt bar 1 n the 
way of every exertion in theſe iſlands, is 
the high duty on, and vexatious trouble at- 
1 tending the purchaſe of {alt and coals. As 
_ an inſtance of the inconvenience the inha- 
_ bitants undergo with regard to the latter, he 
. ſtated the following fact. 
el ſent a ſloop loaded with coals from | 
* Greenock to this place ; "7 offered n to pay 
the duty at the cuſtom-houſe of Gree- 
* nock, but it was refuſed. The ſloop ſprung 
aa leak on the paſſage, and the factor on 
_ * her arrival thought it advi ble to unload 
=_ *«< the coals, but at the ſame time wrote to 
the collector at Stornoway, in Lewis, 
3 mentioning the circumſtance, a Lp gal 
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That fiſh js ſerved out once a week for dinner, þ but ſuch i is the 
averſion of the men to this food; that they throw it over- 
board, and chuſe to faſt till next meal. He thikks"that dog- 
 fiſhand (kate, which aboundintheſe. ſeas, would he procured at 
half the expence of ſtock- fiſh,” and NG Wort acceptable t to 
the men. Thouſands of poor peo theſe iflands live | 
Cl chiefly op dog-fiſh throuph the EY ſhring. Skate | 
necd not be deſcribed. If theſe fiſh could be adopted in- 
ſtead of the ftock-fiſh, he fays, that the humours of the 
|  Teargen ſhould be ftudied reſpecting the nenie di, which, 
a it would give great offence; ought ts-beqtanized; | Reyal- 
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te relieved and the duty paid, and that he 
«© (the factor) would defray any expence at- 
te tending his journey. The collector re- 
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= every work then in hand. This, and likecir= 
"mM * cumſtances ,"fays he, 1. are found more rtl. 


re Aa ſecond time; an 


« from being brought into this country — 
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upon the eaſt ſide, and proceeds through the 


« 27 * * 
Iaikbuens beſides white-fiſh, flat-fiſh, ſhell . 
fiſh, ſalmon, mackarel, ſeals, and various 
ſpecies of the whale kind, which are caught 
for their oil. 
Enxcepting ſome wks ying off the nennk 
point of Sky, and thoſe near Scalpay. for 
which a light-houſe is now erecting, this 
channel is entirely unincumbered with ſhal- 
lows or foul grounds, and its depth is from 


zo to go fathoms! When a veſſel enters it 


from the north, ſhe is directed by the courſe 
of the winds, | in her way ſouthwards. If the 
winds favour the inner paſſage, ſhe keeps 


narrrow Kyles between Sky and the conti= 
nent. And when the wind favours the outer 
paſſage, ſhe ſteers weſtward and- proceeds 
between Sky and the Long Illand. The 


I ſame regulation 1s obſerved 220 veſſels coming 7 
bY from the ſouth. 5 


The width of thels two ES to ” 
f om the north is very diſproportioned 3 
=: the eaſtern paſſage bein: g only a quarter of a 
mile 1 in one part, while that on the weſt fide 


= is fixteen miles. The firſt 1 is called the Kyles 


of Sky, arid the ſecond is called the Minchj = 


but the main channel above deſcribed, 
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be called King Grorcr's' CHANNEL. 
words uſed on that head are r in the 
| note, with ſome additions.“ 5 


. 178 ) 
and - to which both of theſe paſſages lead, 
has no name, though from its being the 


great thoroughfare of ſhipping, and of the 


herrings with all their attendants, it has as 


good a claim to geographical diſtinction as 
other branches of the ocean: I therefore ſug- 


geſted in a former publication, that it ſhould 
The 


Towar ds I 


* Though every loch, 3 fund or cteek, hive fall 


has a name, yet this large body of water has no particular 
appellation. We have an Engliſh Channel, an Iriſh Channel, 

and a Saint George s Channel, but no Scottiſh Channel; and 
as this ſea lies immediately within that kingdom, I had re- 

| ſolved to propoſe that it ſhould hereafter be diſtinguiſhed =” 
that name, upon charts and maps. Contemplating afterwards 


the beneficent diſpoſition of his preſent Majeſty towards all his 


ſubjects, without diſtinction or partiality; his confidence in a 

people who had long been kept at a diſtance from the throne ; Bp. 

dhe ſtill farther indulgencies propoſed in favour of their coun- | 

try, the proſpect of ſucceſs, and the happy change which is 

| likely to be effected thereby during, his Majeſty's reign, I 
with to perpetuate the remembrance of that reign and theſe 
events, throughout the Highlands, by calling this water 
EIN GreorGEe's Carangyer ; ; and this, in the name of all 


Highlandmen of whatever rank or deſcription. And it being 
the eln Practice of . in all ages, to 9 ole _ | 


* 
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north fide of the bay of StOrnoway. This is 
an almoſt detached wing, called the Point of 


Aird, that lies off the main iſland, to which 
M 1 it 


1 
+} 


and waſh down every compaRt or | bargain in good ale or 


whiſkey, let every loyal patriot pay a due regard to the fol- 


lowing ſentiments: 
The King and Royal * amily. 
The land of cakes. 


May the ſpirit of the Engliſh conſtitution roach every glen, 5 


ſtrath, and ſhore of the Highlands, with the Hebride Iſles. 


engage the attention of King and Parliament. 


F. 1 
The Hightand Societies of fot an Edinburgh. 


The Britiſh Society for extending the F iſheries, and im- 


proving the Sea coaſts of the Kin gdom. 


All thoſe proprietors who have offered lands on 100 terms, | 


whereon to build fiſhing ſtations in the Highlands. 


2 The ſpeedy erection of free towns on the weſtern and north- 
ern ſhores, where the induſtrious may ys and ſell, not as % 


ſlaves, but as freemen. 
I be friends of the fiſheries a Great Britain. 8 
M./ay all unneceffary reſtraints de aboliſhed. 3 
No cuſtom-houſe ſees. 5 7-60.07 
5 Liberal encouragement to buſles and b. 
* Ready markets i in Europe and the Weſt Indies. 
The wooden bulwarks of Great Britain. 
Prince Henry, and the tars of Old England. - 


— 


May every hardy fiſherman be _ to ſerve : his king and | 


country when called upon. 


Towards evening we diſcovered land on the 


May the improvement of the Highlands and the fiſheries 


Short communications with the Go and the Murray 
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( 189 ) 
it 8 only joined at high water by A peninſuld 


of a few hundred feet in width. It is fix miles 
in length by two in breadth, and forms a 
| ſtriking contraſt to the ſhores upen the caft 
Ade of the Long Iſland. 
It is comparatively alow and pleaſant coun- 
try, fertile in grain, and excellent graſs. The 
ſame appearances continued along the north 
. fide of the bay, as far as Stornoway, and A 
„ ment ſpace farther. 

Ne objects appeared equally agreeable, 0 
upon entering the bay. Firſt, the ſhipping, 
of which there were thirteen. at anchor, one of 
them 600 tons burthen. Secondly, the town, 
oO Stornoway, which being rebuilt with 

hscuſes of ſtone, lime, and ſlate, makes a hand- 5 
Wy ſome appearance. One wing or ſtreet is 
bdiullt on a narrow peninſula. that ftretches 
out a conſiderable way into the bay, and adds 
greatly to the beauty of the landſcape. Laſtly, 
Seaforth Lodge, which is built on a lawn 
that riſes gradually from the head of the bay, 
and being perfectly | white, has a good effect. 
When we came within the harbour, 
we were forry to pe! rceive that noble port 
without a hey and it appeared ſtill more 
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firange, when we were” informed that 


12 OFT cook. had been granted feveral years 
ago, by the truſtees at Edinburgh for build- 


ing a fufficient key, and for raiſing cottages 
for fiſhermen along the ſhores of the iſland. 


Something had i been erected here 


in the name of a key, and even that is ſo 
much out of repair, that the veſſels load 
and unload upan the beach, or in the bay, 


by means of boats. 


In the laſt century, feveral Durch families 
had ſettled here on account of the fiſheries, 
but they were unfortunately driven away, 
during the war between England and 
Holland. 2 heir example had, however, a 
good effect among the natives, who, from 
7 thenceforward, have done more in the way 


of”: fill ing and traffic than all the Welt 


1 The 1 * of Seaforth, whats WY in- 
= tentions far exceeded: his abilities, gave every 
n ment in his power for rebuilding 
atk extending the town, and he ſucceeded fo 
well, that no place between the Mull of Can-. 
tire and . Wrath contains half its num- . 
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It is divided into two towns, one for 


traders, and the other for fiſhermen. The 


firſt is built cloſe upon the beach, and is ac- 
commodated with a church, ; cuſtorn-houſe, 
and a good inn. 


Fifty handſome houſes have been raiſed 


within theſe few years, and new ones are ſtill 
going forward upon a regular plan drawn 
out by the preſent proprietor, who favoured 
me with a copy of it. The ground 1 18 granted F 
-. on perpetual feus, in lots of fifteen to thirty 


feet in front, and ſixty behind, for a garden, 


which the inhabitants wiſh to have increaſed 
to doub! e that ſize, partly on account of the 
room which their bulky fuel requires. If | 
this could be complied with, the town would 
increaſe with great rapidity, and abundantly 5 
repay, in the 1 improvement of the iſland, the 
7 conceſſion of * or r (went: acres | of 
ground. 1 / z | 
7 hough the town Kink ſuffered th by 
the late wars, its ſhipping g amounts at pre- 
ſent to twenty-three decked veſſels, which . 
are chiefly emplo. yed in the fiſheries. 


That diviſion which is inhabited by fiſh- 


ermen and mechanicks, lies at ſome diſtance ; 8 


the ſtreets croſs each other at right ang; f 


mrcadueing captain Macleod to him 


| the 1 ior were among the firſt that I had 
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the ds are neat and uniform, | accommo- 85 
dated with garden ground, and the whole oc- 

cupies ſeveral acres of good land. 

Seaforth has it in contemplation to re- 
build the church, and erect a gaol and town. 
_ houſe. 
When we arrived at 1 town, captain 
Macleod expreſſed a deſire to remain that 
night at the inn, being unwilling, he ſaid, 
to dreſs and go among company. This 


factor wiſhing to ſee him In a very ſhort 

time after, the good woman of the houſe 
1 ruſhod into the room, calling out, Sca- 
« forth, Seaforth !” and before we could 

utter 2 word, Seaforth, who was at her : 
heels, appeared. I had the honour of in- 
im, and we 
g were carried irreſiſtibly to the lodge. i: Hos 
. 2 looked from the window next 
- morning, which happened to be very fine. 


"I The ſmall craft were afloat at the 
8 = af the day, with their ſails up to dry 
after ſome rains; behind, was the point 
— ſtretching acrols. the bay, and covered to 
mw very extremity with neat w hite-waſhed 
8 * 3 houſes. ; 


agreed upon, we ſent a card to the 
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| houſes. Beyond theſe, in the outer bay, 


fiderable acquiſition to the many beautiful 
prints which diſtinguiſh the preſent age... * Fo 
vas deſirous to make the tour of 
and unexplored iſland, particularly that _ 
great bay on the weſt fide of it, Which con- 
tains many leſſer ones, from one of w ich it 
is called Loch Roag. Seaforth entered rea- 
dily into the deſign, as did captain Macken» 


zie his brother-in-law, and captain Macleod. 


(„) 


were the ſhi pping with their ſails up; while 
ſome were going out, and others coming in. 
Upon the north ſide of the bay were ſloping 

fields of ripe corn; on the ſouth, were loft 


hills; and, to crown this matchleſs ſcene- 


ry, the far diſtant mountains of Roſs-ſkire | 
conveyed the idea of a country that * 1 
convulſedi into a chaos. 


" When the bench and dpice hen ke: baile 
with a ſmall ſpire alſo upon the town-houſe, 


and other ornaments: which Seaforth's fer. 
tile imagination may eaſily conceive, this 
place will merit the pencil of the firſt land- 


ſeape painter in the kingdom, and be a con- 


/ 


A boat was manned and ſtored with pro- 
viſions,” wine, ſpirits, and malt liquor. 


4 


o 
* 


„ 
weather fill continued fine, and ve et o 
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in high ſpirits from the harbour of Stories 
way for the Birken Iſles, from whence there 
1s a channel that retches'\ withitr" four ne 
of the loch. WAVE e AUS eee LES 
Our defign 1 was to go as fr as we e 4 by 
water, and to walk from thence to the head 
of Loch Roag, which, with all its branches 
and iſlands, we meant to have examined. 
But though I had the good fortune to be 
accompanied in this maritime expedition by 
two experienced ſeamen,  Seaforth* and the 
Eaſt India captain, the deſign proved abor- 
tive, and g N time did not t admit or a x ſecond! 
attempt. ed. ro H. 
I ſhall bn mention ws particulars 


reſpecting Loch Roag. It lies oppoſite to the 
bay of Starnoway, from which the'neareſt 
. part of it is diſtant about twelve miles. 


zT 1 rom the beſt n. er in theſe two 
EURO EIS e bays, 


* This gentleman 8 when very young 3 in the royal ; . 


navy. While he was ill with a fever, an engagement hap- 


pened between the fleet on which he was on board and that 
of the French, when the noiſe of the cannon totally de- 


prived him of his hearing, under which calamity he ſtill re- 
mains. The uſual way of converſing with him is by writing, 
or by the fingers, at which his family and intimate acquaint- 
AE are A hh and he's is . _— in nn 
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bays, to the north extremity of the ifland; 
called the Butt of the Lewis, the diſtance on 
each ſide, by water, is from twenty- four ta 
. thirty miles, and the whole coaſt from one 
bay or harbour to the other, amounts to 
nearly ſixty mules of an you — in 
the main ocean. „ it 0 
In this long and e courſe, mmi 3 
no place where ſhips, or even boats, can find 
ſhelter in rough weather. It i is a bare open 
coaſt, the dread of mariners, * and ill Aae 
for fiſheries. This points out the expedi- 
ency of a good | harbour or port ſomewhere 
in Loch Roag, both for the advantage of 
: navigation and the fiſheries. Mr. Macken- 
zie's deſcriptions of the different places where 
ſhips may ride. fafely in this bay, are too 
numerous to be inſerted — n 
Wee ſailed, as before obſerved, for his * 5 
5 by the way '© o the Birken Iſles. In 1 
5 along | 
* In WO an Engliſh amd ſhip had been blocked 5 
up ſometime by the ice, where, and in their voyage to the 
— Lewis, the men ſuffered incredible hardſhips, which reduced 
their numbers and obliged them to run into the only bay 
upont his coaſt, called Loch Tua, or the Broad Bay. Here 
they were e ſtranded. but happily for them, not on a plunder- 
ing or barbarous coaſt. They were received and aſſiſted by 


Seaforth : "= the inhabitants of Stornoway with the utmoſt 
n and humanity, | 2 | 


— — — - 
o ͤ——q — — — 


( 1 87 5 
along we kept in many pants within a fe 
yards of the rocks, where a large fiſh cal - 

led lyth are generally caught with the hook. 
They are eſteemed by the natives to be more 
delicate than cod, ling, or whiting, and they 
generally weigh ſeven or eight pound. We 
caught two of them to furniſh an additional 1 
diſh at dinner, for which our e paints Wo 
ed very ſtrongly. RN. 9655 
For this purpoſe it was ny agreed | 
that we ſhould encamp upon one of the = 
iſlands, where, having arrived at a fnug little bg 
| creek, we left a man in char ge of the boat, 
* and ſcrambled up the lofty r 
1 all hands were employed in . or” 
: the cargo, and carrying it to the place of en= 
campment. Some brought up fire arms; 
others carried the proviſions and liquors; and 
the rear followed with kitchen utenſils. The . 
iſland was covered with heath, and a fire was 
1 inſtantly kindled under a little rock, where 
the fiſh was to be cooked, Every man now | 
took his ſtation. Seaforth cut up one of the 
lyth, which he gutted, waſhed, and yu into 
the kettle. _ 3 
The department choſen "I a Mac- = 
kenzie was to attend the kettle and ſupply - 
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fine . and * = buſineſs on. 


of which captain Macleod took the charge. 1 
Having performed the previous operations, 


iron, and cooked with great attention, beg 


| with great ſatisfaction to thoſe who ate of it. 


ſupply of our kitchen, which conſumed no | 
ſmall quantity, and the boatmen had various | 
; works upon their hands. = —_—_—y 


d up, Seaforth ſpread a large table doth | 
upon the ground; opened his hampers and = I 
 kantin; laid the knives, forks, and plates; 
took out his ſtores of cold tongue, tame 
and wild fowl, roaſt beef, brea 
butter, - pepper, falt, vinegar, pickles, &e. c 
alſo wine, ſpirits, ak, ang porter. 15 


after the manner of Indians at a feaſt, 


cm) 
the fire with heath, which being dry, made a 


hand. 
We had laid in a fmall ide ut ne 


he cut it in ſlices of about half a pound each, 
whichhe wrapped i in paper, put upon a grid- 


My office conſiſtedin pulling heath for the 


ren dinner was nearly ready to be ſerv- 


7 cheeſe, 2] 


Juſt as we were ready to take our ples : 


eſpied a ſmall fail ſteering for- a 
where © colonel Macleod of he bs and | is is Tady 
* | 


1 180 * 
bad b been expected with the firſt good wwea⸗ 
ther. The appearance of the fails confirms. 


ed us in the opinion that the colonel was on 
board, and efforts were uſed to attract bis | 


notice and bring him to the iſland. 


= blaze was made on the higheſt ground, | 
F_ gun was fired, and a white handkerchief 
| was hung out by way of a flag ; but he kept - 
upon his courſe, and we lay « down upon the 


beath to dine, chearful, and well pleaſed with 7 


every object before, and around us. 


Alfter this very comfortable meal, we em- 
. barked for the head of the loch, and paſſed ſome FE 
herring buſſes that were at anchor 1 in ſnug lit- 

_ tle bays, finely ſheltered by the Birken Illes; 

but the day being far ſpent, we landed and 
took up our lodging for that night in the on- 

ly houſe where we could be accommodated. = 
Our intention was to embark early next 
morning, but to our great diſappointment, 
the weather had changed in the night, from 
ſerenity to a perfect ſtorm of wind with! in- 
ceſſant rain, which put an end to our expe- 
dition, and preſented to our view a very un- 
comfortable j Journey by land to Stornoway, EE 
through moſſes and moors now rendered __— 


moſt impaſſable. 


We 
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We encountered. the ſtorm with a bold 


face, and arrived ſafely at the lodge, where 


we ſoon forgot the toils of the day. Next 


morning Seaforth propoſed to accompany 


me, with his factor, to the Point of Aird, 
formerly mentioned, where 1 faw ſome ex- 
cellent farms, and a great number of black 
cattle in good condition; yet much remains 
of that beautiful ſpot to be improved, which, 
having a declivity, and being near the ſea 
ſhore, may be done with eaſe. 


I ſhall cloſe theſe partial obſervations, by a 


general deſcription of Lewis, an iſland little 


nown except to mariners, and its inhabi- 


tants. Its main length is forty miles, by 
twenty-four where wideſt, excluſive of the 
peninſula of Aird. On the ſouth ſide it is 
rough and mountainous; but all that great 
_ diviſion of it which lies between, $tornoway 1 
and the northern extremity is comparatively I 
a low country, and contains many good farms. 
The far greateſt part of this diviſion | is, how- 
ever, moſs and heath, the work of ages to 
reclaim; and this points out, in language 
more powerful, and more conſiſtent with 


common ſenſe than thoſe of a factor or 
0 ſteward, 8 


C wr) 
Wi the expediency of farming out this. 
great moraſs in ſmall lots, upon the caſieſt 
terms, and for two or three lives. 
By this means, and by giving every * 
ble aid to the fiſheries, and the riſing town of 


Stornoway, this iſland may in the courſe of N 


| fifty or ſixty years double its preſent rent. 


I) be cod and ling, chiefly the latter, x 
ported from Stornoway annually to Dublin, - 
2 Leghorn, &c. amount to eighty or one hun- 


dred tons. Theſe fiſh are very large, ſome of 


the ling weighing 1001b. There are alſo 
in this aſſortment, a ſmall quantity of mat 
5 delicious fiſh called tuſk. 


noway, and found them exceedin gly white, 


clear, and in all reſpects well cured. The fiſh- 


ery of the iſland has been long monopolized 
buy the factor, who pays the fiſhermen 1 3l.per 
don for the ling, and gets, when ſold upon 
the ſpot, 181. When to theſe advantages, 
we add the various emoluments ariſing from 
his office, and his traffic in grain, meal, 
| cattle, &c. his place is better than the rent 
of many conſiderable eſtates. i in the High- 


= lands. The father of the preſent ar _ 
procured a leaſe of that office, with all its ap- 


. , 


I examined ſome large les of 6h at $tor- 


6 92 ) 
 Fbillages, for a number of years, ſix or cel | 
of which are yet unexpired ; and it is ſaid 
that he retired with a fortune of 20,0001. 4 
part of which he has laid out u . an eſtate 
where he now reſides. G 
Of the black cattle, as well as the whits 
fiſt, he ſeems to have had a complete mono=< | 
= poly, as pos" from a e that was 

or 


— 


+ Copy warrant Aker. — baer to Seaforth.” * 
DRL OT: 
* You are to intimate to the whads tenants in your dic 
: tic, who pay rent to the factor, that they muſt ſelb nd 
cattle this year, until the rents are paid, tojany perſon who has 2 
not the factor 8 orders to buy; and if any one attempt to buy 
with ready money, you are to arreſt theſe cattle, and not 
allow them to be carried out of the country until the 
whole rents are paid up. This, on your peril, I deſire may 
be done immediately, and a any perſon who dares to ſell, after 
ttheſe orders are made public, you are to acquiant me thereof. 
Ten John Moriſon, in Nether Shathu, chat it is expected he 
will buy up a good many ſtots and droving COWS, 1 is year for 
us. If he does, it will be obliging, and the ſervice will not be 
| eget, Write to me when you have opeyed theſe orders. a : 
(signed) Aer i. 
| Eatrafed by John dee late rackſinan of Ling Ber- 
| neray.” 


4 


" Eddy receipt Alex, — N — >=, 24 Auguft, 118. 
4. Received by me Alex., Clerk of the Admi- ; 
alt Court of Lewis and Harris, from John Moriſon, Lit- 
_ tle Berneray, twelve ſhillings ſterling, deducting Peas rf 
three ſhillings allowed for falvage, as "the value of a l of | 
tar 


nut found at fea by Murdo Cook, in the year 1768. Wir- 
neſs r hand, 


f * 


Fi. a toon 
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put into my hands by one of the tackſnen 
formerly in Lewis, but who has ſince taken 
a large farm elſewhere. A copy of this curi- 


ous paper will convey a better idea of the 
condition of thoſe people, whoſe lot it! is to 
live under the deſpotic ſway of certain factors, 

than any declamation which human feelings 
can incite. It appears by the date, that the 


paper copied i in the note refers to the late A 
n, Seaforth's t time. 2 


7 | Lewis . 


Eirafted by | ohn Horn, tals 6 cckfian of Little Ber 


_ 


«That Mr. 


„ 25 kaddor to Seaforth, was 5 to wy © 


| Bot in firing by it the tenants of Lewis, „ but in place of this, 
and in name of ſaid | peats, Mr. — 
pol the inhabitants of Stor 
pounds ſterling yearly,* is alſo certified by Jon; Moriſon, 
| Tate tackſman of Little Berneray. If Mr.— 
ceeither the warrant or receipt, I ſhall produce the principals; 5 
and as to the article of the peats;. if he alſo refuſe it, I ſhall _ 
ſend certificates from the people who has bought of tbe 
peats of him. Yow'll pleaſe obſerye, that there has been 
no arrears of rent i in the iNand fince the year 1752, 3 
that there was no proper apology for granting ſuch war⸗ 
rants, as it only meant to ſecure the cattle to themſelves, . 
having forbidden wy other * perſon. to buy, even with ready . 
money. — 


— ſerved a go6d many 
rnoway, to the value of forty or fifty 


. Mr. — means, * briides the * ud b ts folher . 
in *r gown Family, he had @ ſurplus which he * to the * 


* Stornocuay. 


refuſe 
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22 * with delicate beef, mut- 
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Lewis is the moſt northern of all the He- 
beds Iſlands, and next in ſize to Sky. 
forms a part of Roſs- hire; contained for- 
merly eight pariſhes, which are now reduced 
to four; and the number of inhabitants is 
calculated at oo. About f years ago, 
the then factor farmed the whole iſlan 
for which he paid the earl of Seaforth 1600], 
annually, By means bf improvements in 
agriculture, fiſheries, and kelp, of which al 
200 tons of an excellent quality is made, 
chiefly on the weſt ſide of the iſland; with 
_ ground=rents of houſes, and the riſe in the 
Price of cattle, the iſland now pays 2 500l. neat 
rent, beſides church A 

 Seaforth's principal reſidence is at B 
Caſtle, near Dingwall; but he reſides here 
with hi family two or three months every 
ſummer, where he enjoys more than Afiatic 
produce of } Is 


= 


His 


rahin 


. © all 


* 


7 


ab, and his. ſhores... 
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tuſk:; and by his own boat with freſh _ 
haddock, whiting, mackarel, ſkate, foals, 
flounders; lythe, &c: Theſe are caught in 
the bay immediately fronting his houſe, every 
day except ſunday, and thrown in a heap, 
upon the ground near the kitchen, from 
which the cook ſupplies the table, and the. 


7 6 
4 
1 
11 

1 
4 


b : = 
0 
3 
1 
| 
; 
: 
a 
1 
1 ö P 
13 4 
2 BYL 
. SB 
P 4 F* | 
4 
" Þ 
, ; ia, 
? . 


| reſt are given to the poor. 1 
| In falmon and trout he is ſupplied 3 x 
6 | the bay called Loch Tua, which flows 

| within a mile of his houſe,” on hh north 

' — A 

| Being an to —— the extent —Y 


| the fiſhery at this place, he provided nets d. „ 
ſet out, accompanied by his family and a 
eroud of people, for the bay, where he com- 
menced fiſherman. The following i is a co 
By of his journal, drawn out by himſelf, - 
Y Augult 17, 1786. Hauled only the little - 
pool once. Caught falmon 29. trout 208. 
flounders 1468. 


1 


5 5 gulf 18. Hauled both . An" little | 
ener Great pool, 15g. almon, 326, 
« < trout; a f few flounders. Little pool, 5 ſal- 


mon, about 100 trout, and 500 flounders. 


7 Auguſt 23. Hauled both pools once. Did 
not count the fiſh ſeparately, but the whole 
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were 143 falmon, 143 trout, and the flounders 


ſelf, and gave the reſt away. But it is to be 
obſerved, that theſe captures were made after 
rains that had ſucceeded a period of * 


W weather. 


to * breakfaſt. A man of the Hebrides, 
_ * he, for of the women's diet I can give 
*© no account, as ſoon as he appears in the 
* morning, ſwallows a glaſs of whiſkey, 
0. 2 they are not a drunken race, at leaſt 


: «© but no man 18 o abſtemious as to refuſe 
the morning dram. Not long after the 
408 dram may be expected the breakfaſt, a 


0 '© companied x not only with butter, but witk 
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I did not count, but they were a great heap, 
about 7 or 800: Every day an immenſe 
number of herrings, ſprats, and cuddies 
were caught. From theſe he ſupp! ted him- 


Such, with the N of a garden, are 


the articles which a Highland laird or oY 
1 has at his table at dinner and ſupper. 
Dr. Johnſon, however, gives t the preference 


never was prefent at much i intemperance, „ 


«, meal in which the Scots, whether of the 
* Lowlands or Mountains, muſt be confeſſed 
«.to excel us. The tea and coffee are ac- 


a. 
* 


* as oy : 25 9 4 | 


35 honey, 


1197 
* « honey, conlerves, and marmalades. It 
T an epicure could remove by a wiſh, in 
e e queſt of ſenſual gratifications, wherever 
„ he had ſupped, he would. breakfaſt in 
« Scotland. 
al 1 dinner i in the Weſtern Iſlands differs 
very little from a dinner in England, ex- 
cept that in the place of tarts, there are 
always ſet different preparations of milk. 
Their ſuppers are like their dinners, Var = 
e rious and plentifyl,” Fs 
When the Doctor ſays an a mer in the 
1 Hebrides differs very little from a dinner in 
England, he forgets the great variety of wild 
fowl and fiſh at the tables of the former, 
which no people in England, except thoſe 
of the firſt fortunes, can command; and 
enn few of theſe can procure. fuch e 
in equal perfection, e 
In the Hebrides, and upon the ed of the 5 
main land, a gentleman can entertain twenty 
people with thirty ar forty different articles, 
at an expence not exceeding fifteen ar twenty 
ſhillings for eating, which in London wopld 
_ coſt twenty pounds. The gentlemen i in the 
Highlands have alſo the advantage. in their 
| wines and ſpirits, owing however, in a great 
N 4 mea- 
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meaſure, to a melancholly cauſe. Many ſhip 
* are wrecked and broke in pieces upon their 
cloaſts every year, and the floating part of the 
cecurgoes is found at ſea, or thrown upon. the 
ſhore, where it 18 claimed * the 6 
or his factor. 


Dr. Johnſon in ſpeaking g of a Highland 
breakfaſt, makes a heavy complaint againſt _ 
the uſe of cheeſe at that meal. In theſe 
iſlands however,” ſays he,-4 they do what 
I found it not very eafy to endure. They 
pollute the tea-table by plates piled with 
large ſlices of Cheſhire cheeſe, which min- 
* gles its leſs grateful odours with the fra. 
grance of the tea. There is another ar- 

. ticle that is uſed univerſally upon the ſhores 

of the Highlands, and over the Hebride 
lands, of which the Doctor takes no notice, 

Vin. broiled fiſh, which muſt have been 

= equally offenſive to him, and for which omit: : 

: fion we cannot account. „% 
Having given the a of a High- ; 
land dinner and ſupper in the principal fami- 
lies, 1 ſhall complete the bill of fare of the 


day, by ſpecifying the thoſe of the break- 
faſt, VIZ. 


c 


v 


6 


C ec 


ns I * 2 — 8 
r 


9 — 


fo 5 
> — 138 
n — * * n 
3 LH N * 
I  _—__ 


4 TY IF 
— —— N 8 
p . «a 2X 
- . ES ——— — — 


1 "AI 


0 PR y 5 
A dram of whiſkey, gin, rum; or ' brintlys 
plain, or infuſed woe” berries that grow 


: among the heath. 
French rolls; oat wy barley b bread. 


ſerves, and excellent cream. 


indifferent? ö 

A plateful of very freſh eggs. 
Freſh and falted herrings broiled. — = 
Ditto haddocks and er * the 1 Ns 
ing taken off. We he 


Cola round of veniſon, beef and mutton 


| hams. 8 | 


placed on the table at once, there are gene- 


ſup pper. 


an 


* 


Tea and coffee; honey in the b 8 EE: 
and black currant jellies ; rin, 1 


Fine flavoured butter, freſh and Alted. . 
. Cheſhire and High and OW" the laſt "oy = 


| Beſides theſe avticles, which a are commonly 


rally cold beef and moor-fowl to thoſe who 5 
chuſe to call for them. After breakfaſt the 1 men 
amuſe themſelves with the gun, fiſhing, or 
LE failing, till the evening, when they dine, 1 
which meal ſerves with. we families for . 


— 4 packet goes from this N to Pool ; 
Ewe on the me coaſt — fortnight, 
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and when Seaforth 1 is at Stornoway, once 
every week. I embraced this opportunity to 
return to the continent. The veſſel was 
ſmall, and as I Was afterwards informed, in 
a very improper ſtate for going to ſea, and 
gught to have been broke up long ſince. She 
1s employed at certain ſeaſons, in tranſport- 
ing cattic from Lewis to the Pool Ewe, 
which had rotted her timbers and bottom. 
She was at the ſame time in want of ne- 
ceſſary tackling for a voyage of from 
forty to fifty miles, in a ſea that hes « open ta 
the northern ocean. * 
The crew conſiſted of the maſter, whoſe 
name was Macleod, three men and a boy. 
4 found a paſſenger on board whoſe name 
was Moriſon, a half-pay enſign, who had 
been priſoner 1 in America during the greateſt 
part of the war; but whoſe * ſurmounted 
his misfortunes. 5 Its 
We failed out of as ka at nine : 
0 o'clock, in a fine clear morning, with a 
ſmall breeze, and a ſwell | in the ſea that we 
could not account for, as the weather had 
been moderate for two or three days,. oy 
Among the veſſels in the bay were ſeveral 
herring buſſes whom: we hailed to know what 
a ſucceſs | 
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) | . 
„ 


faceeh they had in the nicht. One had 
caught many barrels, and the others, very 


few, owing, Maclead faid, to — Eg leſs 
_ induſtrious.  - 


failed us, while the ſwell, which now came 


from the eaſt or north, ſeemed to increaſe, = 
and to obſtruct our paſſage. We kept ſtill 
however moving on, and had got within three 
or four miles of the land, when it became a 
dead calm; and now we were under the inſlu- 
_ ence of the tides, which carried us too far a 
— ſouthward, inſomuch that without a 
| briſk gale in our favour, we could not = . 
into Pool Ewe that evening. The coaſt i mme- 71 
_ diately before us, afforded no flattering pro- 
ſpect, becauſe there were no creeksor. apenings = 
wherein to carry the veſſel, and the country 
was an "FORE wan, for ee 
. miles. 2 . 


Iconſide K 


prognoſticated. 


After we had got half way over, the wind 


] thai inconveniences of U 
55 a night among the rocks or heath, as no great 
hardſhip, when compared to the accidents 
that a high ſwell of the ſea, in a dead cam, 
It wag evident that ſtrong 
: "OUR were at no * diſtance. therefore 
deſired 
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deſired to be rowed aſhore in the long boat, 
but-this was declared to be impraCticable.--- 
We could neither launch the boat, row on 
ſhore, nor land with any praſpe 
ww boat, or to thoſe on board,  * 
The ſun was going down, and the wind 
| began to riſe ſtrongly againſt us. It was 
now requiſite to reſolve upon gaining an 
bout either upon the main or the Iſle of Sky. 
We made for Gareloch, a fine bay, diſtant 
fifteen miles from Loch Ewe, and , 
| tered from north weſt winds, by a ſmalb 
dee at its mne. called Long. 
ough the north entrance 
but . we 58 there, darkneſs had over- 
ſpread the horiſon, and winds increaſed to a 
to a ſtorm, which obliged us to make frequent 
ſhort tacks in ſtruggling to get through that 
narro- channel. In this buſineſs, Moriſon 
So ers, had ſome know 
Wo of fea 8, gave conſiderable aſſiſt- 
Hie had 14 0 himſelf and us thro 
| — aud — 4 1 I. 


1 


Who, like al 


az) 
The winds ſeemed to ſet our labe 


great toil and perſererance, we entered the 
loch. Here we meant to tack for the 1 near- 
eſt anchoring place, but the night being very 
wet and dark, it could not be ux ail. 
covered. 

The wind blew with 2 Ae dare) 
equalled i in the open ſeas, which brought tb 
my remembrance Mr. Pennant's well con- 
| ceived words, when ſpeaking of theſe moun- 
tainous ſhores: Here,“ ſays he, „Solus 
may be faid to ma 
ever employed in fabricating blaſts 


« -and hurricanes, which he ſcatters with fo 


„ ſparing hand over * ſabjackn” vates and 
„ EE 
=_ - Pennant! 8 Gee were nod h 
the month of July, when the ftorms are nei- 
ther ſa violent nor fo durable as the equi | 
noxial gales which I had now before me. 
My fellow paſſynger had through the day 
been comparing our veſſel to alog of wood 


- front: in det ee, of hs and 


at defiance for a conſiderable time, but by 
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ike his reſidence, and be 


— a chamſy dull tub that would ſcarcely moe 
in the water; but ſhe now revenged the af- 
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waves over his body. The tacks were length 


ened out conſiderably, and no veſſel of her 
conſtruction and condition could perform 


better. She lay upon her ſide, and ploughed 
through the furious billows admirably ; but 
though ſhe failed many miles to and fro 
acroſs the loch, we could not make the an- 


choring ground, and the wind ſeemed to blow 


— if poſſible with more violence than ever. 


Our cabbin, if it deſerved that name, was 


. furniſhed with a farthing candle, which af- 
forded a glimmering light, and here Mori- 
ſon came ſometimes to reſt himſelf. 1 per- 


ceived him beginning to loſe his ſpirits, and 
at one time, he ſeemed to be very abſent 
and full of thought. His manner and con- 


verſation were quite altered. Some words that 
he overheard from Macleod in the Galic lan- 


guage, had been the cauſe of this dejection.— 


He ſighed and muttered about the inſuffici- 
eney of the veſſel, and the condition of her 
2 timbers. The words which Macleod had di- 


rected to his people were, as I was afterwards 
told, 0 ſtand to it lads, there 1 18 more wind 
$* coming.” 
The violence of the gales, the magnityde 


and fiery appeareance of the waves, the nu- 
merous 


( 5 * 


merous tacks from. ſide to fide; Wittek 


any proſpect of gaining a place of ſhelter, 


with the bad condition of the veſſel, the 


: darkneſs of the night and Moriſon's dejection, 
were ſufficient evidences of our real ſituation, 


countrymen are ſo deſervedly applauded. 


Their {kill and their toils for ſeveral hours 2 
without intermiſſion had proved fruitleſs.--- | 
We were bewildered i in darkneſs, amidſt con- 
tending elements, with danger on erery ſide, | 
without any further hope of eſcaping 1 the fate 

| of T thouſands, v whom nn winds con- 
1 * all ee prove. ineffettual, 168) 
1 when death appears inevitable, it is then time 
do abſtract the mind from trivial objects; to 

de collected, unembarraſſed, tranquil, and 

fully reſigned to the impending ftroke.--- 


In this frame of mind, 1 awaited the ſummons 


E of the * wave, or the dreadful craſh 
-_ — upon 


\ 


and left little or no hope of ever = ng ano- 
3 ther day. 5 
I had hitherto animated the . to us; 5 
every poſſible means for our deliverance, and 
they acquitted themſelves with that perſeve- 75 
rance, ſobriety, and ability, for which air 
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upon the beach; put off my wet cloaths and 
boots, and lay down upon ſuch a bed as the 
cabbin afforded. 

The thoughts that had been uppermoſt; 
during this ſtruggle for ſafety; related chiefly 
to the buſineſs that brought me into that ſi- 
tuation, and which I had been impreſſed with 
a ſtrong, deſire to ſee advanced in a certain 
degree; nor could I detach my mind entirely 
from it; when no hope of life was left. It 
5 occurred to me, that if immediate death was 
8 unavoidable, it were a matter of indiffe- 
Y rence whether it happened i in the open fea, or 
in that dreadful loch. The ſeamen were of 
the ſame opinion ; and when I made a pro- 
| poſal to put out to ſea, and run back to Stor- 
noway, for which the wind was Roads, | 
they readily agreed to it, and obſerved that 

we had no other chance left, 
We tacked about immediately, between 
eleven and tw elve o'clock at night, the wind 
as high as ever, for a harbour, at the diſ- 
tance of fifty miles, through a ſwell now in- 
creaſed to the magnitude of mountains. We 
ſoon cleared the loch, and I repaired again to 
my lodging, where J lay in ſuſpence till 
| overtaken by * irreſiſtible flee p, which cut 


- 


0 2% ) 


breaking. I was happy to find myſelf {till 


ee miles! 


we got out of the loch, we fou 


upon the ſudden chan ge that I had obſerved, 


ſhort this gloomy night, and onee Wers 
brought round the light of day, that was juſt 


in the land of the living, and the wind ſeem- 
ingly abated. From the ſilence of the peo- 
ple, and the number of hours that we had 
been at ſea, I conjectured that -we 3 
have got into the bay of Stornoway, and 

al ked Moriſon, who was in the” oppoſite 
bed, if we were near the town? Ton 
ſaid he, were forty miles from it. © Forty | 
Have we not been failing all 
night Ves anſwered he, we have been 
failing with a witneſs, but we are no far- 
ther than the back of the iſland. When 
nd the fea 
ſo very high, that we ſhould have foun- 
r dered in the attempt to. croſs the chan- 
nel. We were therefore obliged to tack all 
night, as near the iſland as we could with 
e ſafety from the breakers. We are now/fix 
e miles from it. The wind is eafier, and we 
7 have the day before us to > get back into 
SPoal Ewe. en 
This was glorious 1 news, which] mall u not 
ban forget. I now began to rally Moriſon 
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He ſaid, that was owing to his being better 


acquainted with our dangerous ſituation than 
myſelf. That all circumſtances conſidered; 


liverance. He then enumerated all the cir- 
cumſtances that were againſt us, the ſabſtance 
of which I have already mentioned. 


not favour our entrance into Loch Ewe, and 
we were carried or driven ſome miles beyond 
it, towards Loch Broom. T o recover the loft 
ground, we were obliged again to have 
recourſe to taeking, and again it became 
daoubtful whether we could get in on that day: 
: By perſeverance; however, and great attention 
to the ſails, we entered with a flood tide, and 
were carried happily to the head of this fine 

| ſheet of water. 
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from inceſſant mirth to deep dejection.— 


we had not a ſhadow of reaſon to expect de- 


The wind, though more moderate, did 


Here I waited upori Mr. Alexander Mac 


z 8 from whom I received much uſeful | 
information reſpecting that country, its was 
ters and. fiſheries, a part of which, with my 
own obſervations, will be given hereafter--<a | 


Havin g hitherto proceeded geographically, 1 


0 | 
. 209 8 
kom hende I'fet out for the iſlands, and 


ſhalliconſequently mee Yo Ewe! in its _ 
per place. i 


Before I ſailed for . 1 had proceeded on 
the continent as far as Applecroſs. The next 
opening upon the north, is Loch Torridon, 
which I now propoſed to viſit, by the way = 
an inland lake called Loch Maree. This 
lake lies due eaſt from Loch Ewe, into Which 
its waters fall through a narrow rapide or 


channel called Pool Ewe, from fifty to one 


| hundred r wide, and nearly” a mile 3 n - 
E 
Here 1 took a boat the” a ſmall village at . 
the head of the lake, called Kinloch-Ewe, 
| accompanied by Mr. Moriſon who hap- 
pened to be going the ſame way. This lake is 
eighteen miles in length, and it widens at the 
center to four miles, where it is ornamented e 
with ſeveral woody iflands. The hills on 
both ſides are partly cloathed with birch, aſh, 


: pines, oak, &c. but the trees are not allowed | 
to come to any conſiderable ſize, and many 
| thouſands of the largeſt have lately been cut 
_ down.- They riſe to the very tops of the 
mountains, gradually falling off in dimen- 


0 


— I» ts 1 _ | 1 * — — — — — — 
ou X * 
1 4 1 - 4 l « ge o i - v p 2 4 - : \ 
— — — — — l — 
. 1 — iT: <4 22 Wo; # — n 1 3 d « A i * T' 4 3 7 3 - nc 
yur 


—— — —— a 
—— CS — 3 = 2 3 
3 


Sn: „ | 
ee e ee eee 


* * 8 7 
r þ 4 £67 
8 —— — g 
— = 8 . 4 * — Tn — . _= — ms + 9 — — — 
r HH THs. 4 | $4: 
| —— x — 


- 
es SC ̃V— 2 NN— — — 
5 — —— o : 2 6 


— —V— 
- * i » 
— — 5 5 
en, mr 5 
25 - 


Wn 


0 
4 
i 
' 
| | i 
MES. 
' = 
I 
N '% 
5 4: 
* 
TY 
' 
\ 0 
A 
: * Hh 
oe Wy l 
k \ 
21 
„„ 
Kit 
wo 
* —_— 
LEW 
ve 
Fr + 
Pl. | 
+ 
vh 
* 
n 1 
114 rd | 
i l LS. 
"os * 
7 5 1 
' Fj 
8111 
5 1 
7 13 
1. 
n 
19 
- F 9 
* L 
PIs 
* 4 , 
ny 
. 4" 
47 * 
4 
＋ 4 - 
+. 
+3: : 
48 i; » 
3-38 
Þ 44 
„ 
$; ISLES 
« l o 
' FS Wn 
"3 1 
, 
* 


LE 


A — 8 
F —_- & <7 
. — —— 
N . 2 9 * $40 — 
— * A 
* 1 — 
2 — — — 


——— 
1 \ 
— 2 — _ 
— . uF \.c a7 
A 4 8 


s 4 — Sud ox aw 513 8 
N nene 
OI" , hy * 2 2 8 1 
* 2 _ Xx: — a 5 5 1288 CL 

<1 a =P n x 


4 ew — 
e 


8 a FEY 13 — mug 4 4 2 nv = — * 1 . : as. Ts 207 —— 
— 3 0 —. -- — 0 z = . - - — N S _. * e. 
Nr . - 3 e „. - * Sens.” +. 3 
—— — 2 8 E —— Amman . ˙ * tamest $6 Ti 4 8 
— "= _— * r 1 — y — 8 = © 27 — -- I n . 
* « [an 5 ” 7 * 1 X 
— a 0 ey , b — W 
2 2 » * 8 * EY 4 * 
* , * „ * Þ Hum” yr 222 — 7 1 „ 10 1222 


WY 4 a r 
Err 
. 


I * 2 7 
2 Z * LEW ag 4 * 
— — P - 2 * = * 
en => 4 | » % N 4 
= CH == PRES 1 * 


DD 
— 


| 5 5 — 3 8 » = Jos Ze 4 * 
22 — 2 
— 4 7 4 my 4 * 
+ * 
— — — — A — 


N . =_ _— 
— S 24 1 — 0 
r ES Ira 
— 
— | 
\ kw - 


"> 
—— —ů—— —ꝛ—— 


210 


— 


ſions, gumber and vigour, as they advance 
towards the ſummits, on which we only per- 
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ceived ſome lonely pines that weather the. 
chilling winds of their elevated ſituation. 
Many of the trees, particularly the pines, 
. appeared toi riſe out of ſolid rocks, and every. 
ſtone of any magnitude was bur 
with at leaſt one tree, and ſeveral. young. = 
ons riſing from its roots. The trees upon 
the face of theſe rocks grow in all manner 
of forms and directions. One ſtands ma- 
: jeſtically upright; another appears with its 
head inverted like the horns of ſome cattle; 
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| a third grows in the form of a tobacco pipe; 
ſome incline weſt, others eaſt; and. the, 
whole make a whimſical appearance, 

| There is ſome good land on the ah ſide 
of the lake, and ſeveral ſpots of fertile 
| ground on the north ſide, finely deen 
N mountains of ſtupendous height ; b but here, as. 
3 ; moſtpf the lochs, the largeſt track of arable. 
„ xa round- hes at the upper end, where, there. 
j ” many ſmall tenants, one. of whom aſked, 
1 us to take ſuch lodging, for the, night. as. 


2 - 


22 


a 


his poor cottage; could afford, which, we. 
declined, as the place is accommodated, 
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; with a ſmall inn lately built. NEED 14 
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1 moſtly of ſwamps and gullies, for 


They were about double the ſize of 


Lintobifhire ſheep, and the firſt trial of their 
abilities and mettle happened immediately on 


” our leaving the inn, where two confiderable 


rents rolling over a bottom of looſe ſtones. 
By the aſſiſtance of the guide, who led my 


Mr. Mbrifon followed: 


| Soon after, we found ourſelves in a mn 


5 whict for a time baffled all our efforts, 


either on Horſeback or on foot. Every movre- 
ment, as we advanced, required the utmoſt 

exertion of the poor animals to raiſe them 

TT ſelves outof the moſs and to gain another ſtep. 

” In this manner we ſpent a great part =: 

the day, ſtruggling through an uninhabited a 

moraſs, without the appearante, in many 


2 


places, of a path, tloagh, from the decli- 


0" 2 + 5 hoſe 


Nett morning we ſer out for Loch orti- 
don; under heavyrain, andaſtrongwindwhith . 


blew directly in our faces, and upon a track 


” 1 horſes did not appear to be well 


rivers were to be croſſed, having ſtrong cur- 


_ cautious little ſteed, I got ar over, and 


"ofthe he ground, and the vicinity of hills 
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whoſe ſloping ſides were covered with 


an excellent road might ſoon be formed by a a 


company of ſoldiers. 
When we entered u pon t the eſtate of ken- 


neth Mackenzie, Eſq. of Torriden, we were. 
guided through the remainder of the jour- 
ney, by the lines of an intended road un- 


dertaken ſolely by that gentleman. and his 


tenants. We were now within four miles 
of his houſe; the appearance of the country 

began to mend; and, as a proof of the hoſpi- 
tality of the people, one of the women haſ- 
5 tened to the road, before we had reached her 6 
houſe, with a large wooden bowl filled 
with milk. The wind and rain were * vio- 
lent, that 1 could ſcarcely look up, much leſs 

ſtay to partake of the good woman's boun- 
ty; but my fellow traveller fell behind, and 

took a good pull of it. 


A pleaſant, fertile, and 1 WE ack of | 


country now appeared at the head of the 
loch, watered by two rivers which furniſh a 
quantity of falmon every ſeaſon ; and here L 
had the pleaſure of finding my friend Mr. 
Mackenzie, who had waited ten days e extra- 


ordinary, 


is are moſtiy uninhabited.” 


on account of 1 its great depth, or other cauſes, 


1 
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erdinary, and v was to have ſet out for Laps 
don next morning. 


| This capacious, lack i is compoſed. « of thie N 
reaches, yiz. the main” entrance which is 
open and expoſed to north and north weſt 
5 winds. At the upper end of this bay, the | 
land on the oppolite ſides approaches fo nearly | 
as to leaveonly a paſſage 0 of halfa mile in width. 


This open 


ns to A ſmall bay, called Loch Shiel- 
dag, which has ſome anchoring places for 
the largeſt ſhips, though they do not appear 
ta be fecure with every wind, and the popes E 
The head of thi 
reach: 28 formed by A ſecond n nar TOW hand, | 
w ich opens! into the main loch, and the ſeat 8 
of the fiſheries, | P particularly herrings, which, 
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remain hefe uncommoniy long. They are ge- 
1 5 nerally taken at tlie head of the loch, and 
here 1 found feveral duſſeg ſafely moored. 15 
The number of people around the inner- 3 
| moſt reach, to which 1 now eonfine- wn, . 
bf found to be 466; which number, as ther 
are many t thouſand acres of — 5 
floping land, With permanent fiſheries, 
e be increaſed 2 Fer y conſiderably. 91 F rom | 
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fathoms, and goad anchorage. They. are 
ſouth lide of the loch, near freſh water, and 


98 covered at preſent with heath, could 
be cleared and drained with great 


firſt of the kind that has been erected 1 in 


merits, at leaſt, the thanks of the publie. 


( 214 * 3 
this place a road can. be made to joip dd 
rom Loch Maree to Inverneſs. | | 


Here are. ſeveral anchoring places * and 
two good harbours, called Great and Little 
Ardmore „ with water from four to fourteen. 


ſituated contiguous to each other, on the 


at the bottom of a ſlopin g country,. which, 


4 


Here Mr. Mackenzie has erected a 4 
and commodious curing-houſe, after the mo- 


6 — — - 


del of thoſe on the coaſt of Labradore and 


other northern parts of America. I I 1s the 


Scotland. The principal deſign. of this build- 
ing is to d c 


| under cover; an im provement of the Sa 


importance in that watry climate, and which 


e all manner * 
errir 855 a branch 


40 Pech Texridon i is alone ama of the $aq of eaſy ges- 
well ſheltered, and almoſt all of it good holdin g ground ; 


ſeveral hundred of the largeſt ſhips may nde in ir in faſety = 
ip — be. EN Mackenzie. 


5 ide of it, nature has 


cipal cod tiff 


569 

that may be carried vn to any ektent; for 
which employ, nature has forttied 4 oY 
where ſome hundred boats may lie in płrfect 
{afety, under any winds, from whilterer 
nn they blow, 
At the head of the loch, gon. ihe Gerd 
pointed out a creek, 
which; With ſottte expence, might prove a 
ſecute harbour for Boats and ſmall wa. 
in the very ſeat of the fiſheries. 

The lands adjoining are good, and molliy . 
Ry ; the river is near; and a public inn 

has been lately -bililt for the cotveritency of 
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= Wantz Gil; " a bath gn 
: y is near Its entrance, u 0 
5 Hatid bf Roa, af in Gateloch; at whith 
plates the Torr ts genie! 
their captured, ah af I * 
are in cheit prim. 
This vi vicinity to the belt ain 28 STO Gad 8 
h the excellent method of cui tt Hh EE 
. Winter and ſpring, will give the proprietbr : a . 
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and the Levant, where dried fiſh. are 1 
ferred to all other kinds. ns 

_ Having examined whatever was worthy 
of notice in this loc] urniſhed by 
Mr. Mackenzie with a boat and men to 


Gareloch, and accompanied by Mr. Mori- 
do riet 530 26 ahi 
We ooaſted along an. uninhabited ore, 
"which riſes gradually from the water, to no 
conſiderable height, and ſeems well adapte 
for the hand of the improyer. - The, — 
appearances continuedto Gareloch, and alon 
the ſouth ſide. of th: t. water. Upon 


pPreſſing ſome ſurpriſe that ſo much _— - 
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able land .ſhould be thus negledted ; an 
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| traordinary depth, which no labour could re- 
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move. I muſt however be of opinion 


that if the whole was divided into lots, an 
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theoptry ſea, is ſurrounded with many ſtately 
trees, ſome of which exterid to the ſummit 
of a hill that riſes immediately above the 


houſe, and are in full vigour. 


The number of 


with a chapel in which 


1 i up any of the parties c ne 


contractor, who, k bell 
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veded c once, or at acl twice way” week ; 
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This place, though within four miles * 
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inhabitants upon this 
ch is nearly ro who are accommodated ' 
1 ſervice] 1s performed 
alternately with: Loch Ewe, where the mi- 
Here are alſo a public houſe | 
and large curing houſes; but that buſineſs 
has not been properly dinderftood Hitherto ; 


There is ſomething peculiar * this loch; 
which draws!thither,” or ſerves to breed cod 
tin im greater numbers than are found in 
other openings upon the eoaſt. Of this bun- 
5 ty the proprietor fully avails himſelf. All the 
fiſh taken by his tenants are delivered to a. 
des paying a ſtipulated She, 
price to the tenants, engages to pay Sir 
HFlector one half. penny, or thereabouts, for 


ceeach fiſh of a certain ſize.” The fiſh are deli- 
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The harbours in Gareloch are unfortu- 


nately upon the ſouth, and almoſt uninhe 
bited fide. * A ſmall harbour for boats and 
fiſhing veſſels could be formed at the head 
of the loch, contiguous to the church, S 
ing houſe, &c. but the pre priet 
ſeem inclinable to have a village * near ki 


feat, though he ſeldom reſides there. 
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I QWalked from this place to Loch Ewe, 
5 which lies ſix miles north, and again took up 
gy my lodging with Mr.. Alexander Macken, 
whoſe fame for hoſpitality. and, nat ; 
has reached from Me to o ſea; but fame e p 
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L ſhores of the Highlands. Having already 


— & 


1 deſeribed Loch Maree, 1 ſhall now confige 
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moſtly good arable or paſture land 
the fea do its head, and + as s far beyo 1d 
Loch Maree. 
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Sir Hector Mackenzie s eſtate extends from - 


| Gareloch to the weſt ſide of this loch, and he | 


poſſeſſes two farms on the eaſt ſide; and A 
pleafant fertile iflar above am ite in kength, 
The eoaſt on the weſt ae 18 moſtly in 4 
deen nue and the anſwer returned to 
ſome of my queries on that fubject, implied 
a difficulty of bringing it to a better con- 


called Elen F 


dition; but with Highlandmen every ob- 
ject appears impracticable, on which they 


have ſeen no experiment. The eaſt ſide ig 
from 
| 0 
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There are three _ harbours on * 


ſide; - Firſt, between the main land and 


| Elen Yew, which has a clear opening "to 
2 filter at the head of the loch, on the other. 


on one hand, and to the herripg] 
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” ground in the principal anchoring place, <a capable of * 
fleet of the largeſt ſhips. There are no rocks or ſhoals to be 
feared either! in It, or near it. Ships may ride in any part 


of this loch, "when it does not blow” hard from the W. or 8. 
W. particularly on the eaſt fide of Ilan Longa. The beft 
part- in winter, is any where between Ian-Horiſdale and 


E lowerdale, on tom aine to twenty fathoms water.“ 


F 75 | Þ 72  MackenSjes 


CW) 
- Secondly, a {mall bay called Tunag, about 
two, thirds, from ; the entrance of the loch, 
whichis quite land- locked; but it lies out of the 
way of the ; kſherics, and with - ſome winds, 
there 18 diffculty! in getting to, or from it. 


Thirdly, the bay of Pluckaxt, at the head of 


the loch, where I found ſomebuſles at anehor.*. 5 


its general navigation, and for the cod fiſhery, 


| which ſtretches along the coaſt between the 

lle of Sky and Cape Wrath. The ſecond 
lies immediately in the ſeat of the herring | 

fiſhery, of which it forms a part. It is alſo 

the moſt contiguous to the falmon fiſhery, 


the church, Loch Maree, and the inland 


. country. This place 18 the property of Fs 3 


5 Alexander Mackenzie above mentioned. 


5 1 : 125 | 


- Loch hw; in Gerloch, 18 a karge well ſheltered hey, 1 
of eaſy” acceſs, da motlerate depth of water, good gronnd 
for the moſt part, and where fleets of the e largeſt ſhips may 


ride in fafety at all times. 8 
The beſt places to ride: in are, on the eaſt fide of Ilan 


Few; and in the bay of Tunag, on the eaſt ſide of the bay ; 
off laveraſpadale, 17775 off Pluckart, : near the head of the 
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0 theſe harbours, the firſt and the laſt men- 
* tioned are moſt uſyally frequented, and each 5 
has peculiar merits. Tha firſt is convenient for 
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Mackenzie. 


Tue head of the toeh zs u the Ken of 


the Stornoway packet, and es within 1 
miles of Pingwall. As Loch Maree malen 
a part of this diftance, the road to be made 
will not exceed thirty or thirty-five miles, 
which is the ſhorteſt diſtance between the 
| two ſeas, in that part of the kingdom. 
The banks of Loch Ewe abound in me. 
fone, free-ſtone, and iron-ſtone. Here, at 
the head of the loch, are the remains of 
an ancient furnace, where, as appears by a a 
date cannon was made in 1668. 
Mr. Alexander Mackenzie's gran df aher 
lent 10,000 marks to the perſon or perſons 
who carried on theſe works; for which he 
got in return, the back of an old grate and 
ſome 1ammers. On the back of the grate. 
ig marked, S. G. Hay, being Sir 9 
Hay, who was at the head of a company 
here, during the troubles that ſucceeded the 
death of James V. 
The population of the pariſh of Gareloch, 
which alſo includes Loch Vew and Loch Ma- 
des amounts to 5000 people. 
From this place I walked to the houſe ) 
John Mackenzie, Eſq. of Gruinord, the pro- 
rietor of the peninſula at the eaſt en- 
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trance of Loch Ewe. The breadth d 


this peninfula to the main opening into Loch 
Broom, where Mr. Mackenzie reſides, is 
four miles, and the n very 2 0 


able.“ 


3 returned in bad health, and proc 


number of recruits in the Highlands, 0 
whom. he was to fail with. the firſt ſhip, 
from London. When: Larrived at this. place, 
be was. on. the wing to depart i in a boat 

1 Broom, and from thence 


do the head of Li 
by land to Inverneſs ; but the roughneſs 


. of the. weather. had: ___ him, o wait 1 


che iſſue of another day. 


* 


beßr rent of the » hole eſtate is about 200l. * annum. 


* 


* 


Ss Mackenzie and his FOR brothers had 

> been in the army during the laſt war. One 

0 them felb in America, andanother in the 
Eaſt Indies; from which country, a third had 


The whole family were in diſtreſs, parti- 

1s. mother, who. having. recently 

loſt. two ſons, was anxiouſly. deſirous that 5 

the other two ſhould. remain. at.home. She. 

5: intreated, with. tears, that FE would. adviſe | 

. W n young enn to ſell or 
4 exchange 


— Ditto, com} © 
part of it, to the Britiſh Society. It includes, as before ob - 
ferved, the fine bay at the mouth of Loch Ewe. The pre- 
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breeze, that obliged us to row along ſhore 
out of our courſe, in order to gain a —_ 
upon the wind, which enabled us to n 
the entrance of Little Loch Broom. : 


({ :2n4)) 3 
enchange his commiſſion, but all arguments 
on this head proved ineffectual; and he was 
determined, if the weather permitted on the 
enſuing day, to bid them a final adieu on a 


long ſeaſon, if not for ever. 


The next day blew hard, 10 bein ing 


he prepared for his departure, and I pro- 
poſed to accompany him as far as Little 
Loch Broom. We ſet out for the place of 
embarkation, en cavalcade. The captain 
and his mother made flow progreſs; every 5 
now and then they made a full ſtop; and 
When they came towards the boat, the 
lady ſcemed ſo earneſtly engaged with her ſon; | 
that the people in the boat turned their faces 
afide. In this ftate we remained above half 
an hour, when at length he broke from her: 
The eldeſt ſon was to have been of our par- 
1 ty to Loch Broom, but the wind continu- 
ing to blow freſh, his mother poſitively de- 
clared againſt both of her ſong going into 
the ſame boat on that day. 


4 F 


We had not only a ſtrong, k tan adverſs/. ' 


Hers 


* Nj 


"wy we landed. upon a ledge of rocks, 
Mr. 5 
Moriſon having been diſappointed 1 in not 


took ſome refreſhments, and parted. 


finding the packet at Loch Ewe gave me 


his company for ſome days till the packet 8 


mould return from Stornoway. 


I was now bound for the head of the loch f 


by water, and an unexpected friend procured 


me a boat with much difficulty. Mr. Pen- 

nant ſays, that this water is ſeven miles in 
length, while Mr. Murdoch Mackenzie gives 

it an extent of little more than two miles; but 


the former, who is generally accurate, met 


With a violent ſtorm here, which might have 


- led him into a miſtake in his calculation. 


It is however certainly more than two 1 
miles in length; ; for, after failing above an 


hour, we were obliged through darkneſs to 


take our quarters at a farmer s houſe, diſtant at 
| leaſt one mile from 1 its head, where We received 
-j hearty welcorne; and the beſt entertainment 

that the houſe could afford; But when TI ſaw : 

: wy | bed, I did not t (as Dr. — faid on 


"T. 


$ * Loch i Beg; of Little och Niet, is an arm of the ſea 
above two miles long, well ſheltered, and good ground „ ca- 
pable of a fleet of the largeſt ſhips. The beſt part of this 


loch to anchor | in; is vithia a mile of the head. " 


| Mackenzie. 


os 
* l - pag - > — — 
— F - 
8 "* v # . — FF — 4 5 =. 4 < — 
2 N . as. 


. 
* þ . ** 
_ — AGGIE (| Ra 
— — — — 2 — 
= 43 


* V - . » 2 Sb. \ 
x 1 N _ * . — ry en — 2 = '*. ow 5 — — — — = 
. : . 1 * — 4 — 1 < S ——o— + N lags At 44 SS os... woe" — — —— — * 3 1 d 1 bh. . 2 — 
— „ 4 _ : - ws . * „ „ vat _— . 6 « * * Eng — - 2 . *. ot , - . . 2% 4 — : 4 RT 4 Fu — 7 | - £4 LOVES $29 = = | 2 — 
A tern. oo 47 : hs Hey I 4 3 2 — — ou _ — — i — . 7 * * __ _ 8 — 6 — 1 88 — 1 1 Fu bo 5 4 »— LLC + 14 . Y * — 45's 1 — 7 "RG PLZ — —— —_—_— EL . - — — — * =2 WM : pl * * OE 
- PROCY — nn * R . 4 mung 98 * vo J » <A 4 * _— * „ Sd 2 2 A * p — — e , — — _ — — > 2 — — —— 7 r — ap a "> * RS * q k - © 3 l . 4 3 \ Lao - \ « 1 
Dan — — — — — — 2 _—_ — En; oY 8 . — . zh #- v 4 + —— — 2 — —— - — — — —— : — .2 — = wi \ 
a 1 an l >, 1 "© F E Fl - a 4 a * 4 2 A 4 4 — — 2 Va — 1 — = g Bn — - — _ . — II 1 < 1. . — 8 : p * * 3 =_ 8 = \ - 
— v- p — — * , > WP T2 5 8 . 4 4 * 5 f : 5 — : £ * * . : g . * m ve . _ = - a : — 2 3 
22 — b E P « - : 6 * _ 2 5 a 4 * T Do - — — — . — — 
7 3 % * - 4 4 n pals = 


— en I IT 
— 52 = 7 * ; - = * i 
. 4 8 * 


— SF ws... 4 


2 — 4+ . 
= SP: 2 — 2 
5 _ — _— - . p 
| — = — — 


. 


1 
ſceing his bed at Bernera) expreſs much fax 
faction. 

Next morning the hoſt farmer went 
with us in his boat to the end of the loch. 
The ſhores of this water, on both ſides, are are 
populous, partly arable, and fringed in ſome 
Places with birch wood; but, as uſual, the 
beſt land, and the higheſt ; im provements are 
at the head of the loch. Here I waited upon 

Kenneth Mackenzie, Eſq. of Dundonald, the 
proprietor of the greateſt part of theſe ſhores, 
who, by means of planting and other im- 
provements, has doubled the value of his 
eſtate. Vegetation of every kind ſeems to 
thrive here in a very extraordinary degree, 
and the valley is watered by a conſider- 
able river, furniſhed with ſalmon. It is ſur- 
3 roundedby lofty mountains, which are divid- 
ed by deep glens crouded with timber, which 
riſes to a conſiderable height on the, face of 
tbe hills. 3 
Mr. Pennant deſcribes Dundonald i in | rap= 
tures, and has given a view of it. Hewas 
equally captivated with the family, and he 
' correſponded with the good old * after 
his return to England. — — 

; "Is 
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lies in the Highlands, who remain upon their 
eſtates during the whole year, or the greateſt 


part of it, enjoy a thouſand comforts, which 


are unknown to the votaries after falſe plea- 
ſures elſewhere. They are alſo freed from 


the cares and embarraſſments that are the 
inſeparable companions of the roving gentle- 
men, whoſe dependence is ſolely upon the 
rental of moderate Highland eſtate, encum- 


bered with jointures and numerous families. 
Mr. Mackenzie never wanders abroad, and 


his home is a ſource of pleaſure, the ſeat of 
eaſe, affluence, and health. He has lived to 
{ce the trees of his own planting become con- 
ſiderable. He is under the influence of no 
factor, and he oppreſſes no tenant; yet his 
rent- roll increaſes with his years, and his 
timber, if permitted to ſtand another age, 


will be worth many thouſand pounds. 


E | loaded 


have generally obſerved that thoſe 8 
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Beſides ſalmon, white fiſh, and ſhell-fiſh, 
which abound more or leſs in all the waters 
of this coaſt, Little Loch Broom is frequently = 
viſited by the ſhoals of herrings. In the 
winter of 1786 many vellels might have been 
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to the Welt Ladia trade, would be entizely removed by means 
of finall villages around the north ſhores of Scotland, where 
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loaded here and at Great Loch Broom; 


but, ſuch is the uncertainty of the * 
fiſheries, that the buſſes had gone to the coaſt 


of Ireland, where they met with little ſucceſs. 


My next ſtage was to the head of Great 


Loch Broom, in which I was accompanied by 
Mr. Mackenzie, junior. The aſcent from 


the houſe of Dundonald cannot be leſs than 
two miles in a gradual 7: 


This ridge of mountains fills up! the 1 


. between the two lochs, and 18 of 


ſtone 


. They were diſcovered ncckdentally in 9 Loch es : 


4 the end of November, from whence they moved to the 
Little Loch, where they remained through the greateſt part | 
of rhe ſpring ; but the natives had neither caſks, nor falt for 
_ curing them, and thus many thouſand pounds were loſt to 
the public, and in a ſeaſon when that fiſh was ſo ſcarce that 
pickled herrings, forthe Weſt india markets brought 11. 15s. 
per barrel at Cork, which was. 108. more upon an average 
than had been paid in former years. In the manufacturing : 
towns of Scotland many of the poor labouring people, whoſe _ 
c earnings do not exceed ſeven or eight ſhillings per week, and 
© Whoſe daily food conſiſts of potatoes and herrings, were 


unable to procure ſubſiſtence for their families at the * 


which was aſked for herring. 


All theſe inconveniencies to the home e and 


the natives could be ſupplied with * means of Alking and 
curing. 
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ſtone reſembling flags, which may be * . 


uſeful to the Britiſh Society. 


Having arrived at the edge of the moun- 


tains on the north ſide, where the road is car- 


ried almoſt perpendicularly from the ſummits, 
the view of Loch Broom, and a track of 
champaign country at the head of it, with 
two winding ſtreams falling into the loch 

by from oppoſite directions, afford one of the 


_ fineſt landſcapes in nature. 


The ſoil is rich, the country is | _ * 
and the declivities of the ſurrounding moun- 
tains are pleaſant. At this place is a church, 
a manſe, anda ſchool. Here the truſtees =. 
=. Edinburgh purchaſed twelve acres of good 
land, on which they erected a large houſe 


for carrying on ſpinning and weaving; but 


thi is deſign proved abortive, throngh, it 1 
alledged, the miſconduct of thoſe who were 
enntruſted with the management of it. The N 
houſe is now falling into ruins, and the ground 
is let to a tenant. It ſtands immediately 5 
at the head of the loch, upon the north-eaſt = 
fide of it, near an almoſt natural bay, which, | 
— by means of a ſmall pier, could be made a 


ſecure harbour for buſſes and boats. This 
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3e) 
diſtrict was the property of Sir Alexander ö 
Mackenzie of Coul, who has aſſigned it over 
to his ſon, colonel Mackenzie, now in the Eaſt. 
2H 


Here I took a boat to the houſe of Mr. 
Mackenzie of Lochmelm, nearly two miles = 
| below, on the north fide, where the coaſt is 
moſtly arable and paſture land. 
A fiſhing company is now forming, and 
buildin gs are ſoon to be erected at Lochmelm, 
for curing, &c. but the harbour lies at 
' Logie, half a mile diſtant, on the oppoſite 
= I where I found a number of buſſes very 
| ſafely moored. There is a ſmall track of 
land at Logie, partly arable and partly 1 = - 
_ graſs. It is well ſupplied in turf, and has 
ſome ſmall ſprings of water. 1 
This part of the coaſt is the property we 
Mr. Mackenzie of Dundonald, above men- 
tioned, who 1 1s the proprietor of the penin- 
ſula between the two lochs. 

The length of the loch from Logic to its 
head is full two miles, and its main breadth 
above half a mile. The. harbour of Logie 
is formed by a point next the ſea, which, Hh 
having doubled, the loch widens fo a capa- 
cious open bay, interſperſed | with iſlands; | 
and here a third natural harbour preſents 


ſelf | 


ſula. From the centrical ſituation of Ulapule 


3 Point, on from thirteen to twenty-four fathoms. 


62319) 
itſelf on the north ſide, at a place called Ula- 


pule, * where there are about 100 acres of 
level ground, lying in the form of a penin- 


lying between the white fiſhery in the open 
ocean, on the one hand, and the herring fiſh- 
| ery atthe head of the loch, on the other hand, 
it was judged : an eligible ſtation for a cuſtom- 
houſe, . which, except at Oban, is the 
only one upon the continent between the 
Mull of Cantire and Thurſo on the Pentland 
B Firth, 


EY This 


* 40 „Loch a; or r Great Loch Rriem, is a large . = 
ſafe arm of the ſea, capable of hundreds of the largeſt ſhips, : 
and no rocks nor ſhoals within it, but one ledge on the eaſt 
ſide of Ulapoole, which extends above a cable's length from 
that ſhore, which is ayoided by keeping one third from the 
Ulapoole fide. The beſt places in this loch to ride in are in 
: Ulapoole Bay, on fourteen or fifteen fathom water, ors  ' 
cables length from the ſhore; and any where above Logie 
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Loch Kenort (by which Mr. Mackenzie means 8 8 
Kennard) is a harbour on the eaſt fide of Han-Martin, 
about a mile northward of the mouth of Loch Briem, in 
which veſſels may ride very ſafe on fo ur or five fathoms wa- 
5 ter, good ground, and well ſheltered.” 
II It is ſomewhat extraardinary, th at though a cuſtom 
5 houſe was eſtabliſhed here for the convenience of the fiſheries, 
it has no power to clear out veſſels on the bounty, which is very 
inconvenient to the inhabitants of this coaſt, who muſt pro- 
eure e their clearances * at a great diſtance. 
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This coaſt was the property of the late 
earl of Cromarty, and it is now reſtored 
to his ſon Lord Macleod, with a large track 
of rugged country behind it, called Co- 
giach. An indifferent road is carried from 
Ulapule to the head of the loch, and from 
thence to Dingwall at the head of the 
Cromarty Firth, being thirty-ſix miles from 
ſea to ſea; but there is a ſhorter, though leſs 
frequented, road, to the head of the F irth of 
Dornoch. 
The das of inhabitants around the 
loch is computed at 1 ooo; and thele = 5 
little Loch Broom at 500. 7% 
Great Loch Broom has in all ages been ce. 
lebrated for its herring fiſheries, and is con- 
ſequently the grand reſort of the buſſes from 
the towns on the Clyde, at the diſtance of 200 
miles, or upwards. 5 Whatever be the cauſe, 
the 1 of the herrings is more certain 
here than in any part of the kingdom; and 
it may | be fairly conjectured, that a million 
ſterling | has in the laſt fifty years been realiſ- 
ed from the water of only ſeven miles in 
length, and fearcely | a mile in width where 
broadeſt. 
The herrings, till of late, were remarkable 
for their large ſize, as well as their richneſy 


and 


5 4 44 4 W (2 , . 
J C 


0 233 ) 
ed flavour. At preſent their richnefs 3 is 
the ſame as before, but their ſize is diminiſh 
ed from 500 to 8 or 900 for each barrel. 


In the ſummer they are taken near the head 
of the loch, and in che winter, towards the 
here is de- 
ſtroyed by the dog-fiſh, who farm in theſe 

waters, owing probably to the ſhoals of her- 
rings which they follow from place to place, 
| Upon leaving Loch Broom,* I was to enter 

upon the moſt difficult part of my enterprize, 

and at a ſeaſon which rendered ſuch a journey | 
_ almoſt impracticable. October had now ſet 
in, and J had the whole coaſt to traverſe, un- ; 
avoidably, on foot, as far as Durneſs upon 
the North Sea, and from thence to Caithneſs. 


center of it, The white fiſhery 


ty * 


elt was our as a Mr. Nen on FEY the ſhip 
[at Loch Broom] to have penetrated by land as far as the 
_ extremity of the iſland ; but were informed that the wawas 
impaſſable for horſes three miles farther, and that even an 
Highland foot meſſenger muſt. avoid part of the hills bß 
= crofling an arm of the ſea. Return the ſame road through | 
à xariety of bog and hazardous rock, that nothing but one 
 ſhoeleſs little ſteed could have carried us over. At length 


we — — on board the ſhip. 


3 A wond'rous tokeny 
Bf dearen's kind care, with necks unbroken.” 
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come Cape Wrath; neither was I PAR" þ 
with a veſſel that could encounter that na- 
vigation. I had beſides propoſed a land 
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Many perſons had painted in ſtrong 
colours, the difficulty of performing this 
journey at any ſeaſon of the year, and much 
more ſo in October. They repreſented the 
country from Aſſynt to Caithneſs as one con- 


tinued wild or defart, compoſed of almoſt 
impaſſable ſwamps and ridges of moun- 
tains, where I would find few inhabitants, 
no ſeats of gentlemen, no roads, inns, or 

| conveniencies of any kind except water. It 
Was farther urged, that J would be continu- 
ally interrupted by arms of the ſea, which 
it might be hazardous to croſs at that ſeaſon 
in Highland boats; that the rivers might be 
ſwelled by rains and rendered impaſſable; 


that the fwamps would be covered with wa- 


ter; that if, upon trial, I ſhould find 4 
: Journey through that country impracticable, = 
as Mr. Pennant and others had declared, I 
would be obliged to return to Aſfynt, and 3 
er oſs the country to the Dornoch F irth; It- 
ſelf a journey of great difficulty at all ſea- 
3 ſons, and ſcarcely paſſable in winter. 


They were equally averſe to a ſea voyage 


Journey 


— : p S S 
— CD — — — - * 
. - k 


'F #-:-. 
journey by which I might ſee the coaſt, eon 
verſe with the few inhabitants, and colle& 
every particular relative to themſelves, their 
country, and fiſheries, Being now at Loch 
| Broom, from whence there is the track of a 
road to Inverneſs by Tain, or Dingwall, Twas 
to decide upon what courſe to take. 
To myſelf, the greateſt difficulty aroſe 8 
from: the want of a proper guide who could E 
ſpeak both languages, and here that diffi. 
culty was fortunately removed. Mr. Mac- 
 kenzie of Lochmelm above mentioned, to 
— the civilities I had received from him while 
at Loch Broom, introduced me to a half- 
pay officer of che fame name, who at the 
_ firſt word faid, that he would be glad to 
conduct me to Durneſs or farther, if no 
bother perſon offered at that place. Being = 
native of Aﬀynt, he had a general know- | 
| ledge. of the country, and he undertook to 
procure a guide to Durneſs when nece! ary. 
This unexpected and generous offer was 
readily embraced, and we failed immediately 
from Ulapule to Loch Kennard at the main 
entrance of Loch Broom, a commodious 
| bay, where Mr. Woodhouſe of Liverpool has 
N e 
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an account of the whole proceſs of drying 
the fiſh, with the prices, and the markets 
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expended 5oool. in erecting a ſetof build- 


ings for curing red herrings. 


Notwithſtanding the money he had laid 


out, the number of people whom he daily 
employed, and the high price of 5s. 6d. 
given to the fiſhers for every looſe barrel 
of herrings, he had been ſo harraſſed in his 
buſineſs, by the collector of the cuſtom-houſe 
at Ulapule, reſpecting ſalt, that after re- 
monſtrating in vain to the commiſſioners of 
the cuſtoms at Edinburgh, he reſolved to re- 
nquiſh that trade and withdraw his capital. 
He accordingly advertiſed his buildings for 
fale, upon which, jt is ſaid, the commiſſion- 
ers thought proper to diſmiſs the collector, 
which gave univerſal ſatisfaction, and par- 
_ ticularly to Mr. Woodhouſe, who, on this 

news, withdrew his advertiſements ; 
no carries on a buſineſs that is likely t to prove . 
very beneficial to himſelf, and ſtill more 1 to 

the fiſhers and labourers on the coaſt. 


and he 


I was gratified by Mr. Woodyer, kia ma- 


nager, with a ſight of theſe works, who 


obligingly, and * reſerve, gave me 


where they were fold. 


During 


W 
During our ſtay at this place, a violent 
ſtorm commenced, of wind, rain, and hail, 
which lay on the ſummits of the mountairts 
like ſnow; and now all the horrors of a 
boiſterous winter were before us. 
We lodged one night on the main land, ata 
public houſe kept by a widow, where the 


rain poured copiouſly upon us on every fide. 


Next day, all or moſt of the corn belonging 
| to this poor woman, that had been cur 
down, was carried away by the floods; 


as well as 1 can, but my rent is to be 
doubled, which is more than I can pay.” 


cution of our voyage, and the ſqualls from 


che mountains rendered the OO man 


open boat impracticable. 


Mir. Woodyer, ſeeing our diſtreſs, gene- 8 
2 rouſly offered one of the decked veſſels to 

carry us to the Iſland of Tanera, where 

' propoſed, to look at another herring houſe ED 


juſt finiſhed by Mr. Moriſon and Co. 


„ The loſs of which, ” faid ſhe, 1 will bear 


The weather ſtill continued wet and cold. 
. The wind was unfavourable for the proſe- 


The diſtance is only five or fix miles; but 
de voyage was partly _— a Spend 
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wind blew with irreſiſtible force. Seeing no 


* 


— 


nifeſt advantage over the buſs fleet from the 
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ten or fifteen minutes to ſqualls from the 
mountains, accompanied with hail, which 


ſeemed to threaten our deſtruction. 


We tacked and ſtruggled three or fogr 
hours, to clear a paſſage ſcarcely a mile 


length, which we at laſt accompliſhed. 


Having cleared one narrow channel, we 
had to encounter another, out of which the 


end to this work, and the evening approach- 
ing, I requeſted to be put aſhore on the main 
land, which ſeemed to be inhabited. F rom 
this place we walked. along the coaſt till we 
came oppoſite to the Iſle of Tanera, where 
we procured a boat that carried us ſafely 
acroſs a narrow channel, to the houſe of Mr. 
Moriſon. : EG” 
The buildin gs erected here, are capa- : 
cious, and in every reſ] pect well. adapted to 


the buſineſs of curing white and red her- 5 


rings. Nr. Moriſon, by reſiding 1 in the vi- 
cinity of the fiſheries, takes the benefit of ; 
all ſeaſons, | a and every appearance of her- 
rings, of which he has the earlieſt intelli- 


+ gence. 


Thus, his local ſituation gives im Wa- 


Me | . Clyde, 


- 4 > 


(900 
pee, ho et out upon an ——— 


illands and rocks of the weſtern/ſhores, ar- 


rive ſometimes: too a and at cher times 


too late. 4 II Hi 11115. 141 lb 3 


Thi this dilemma! they eruize n Ines to 
h to another ; and at . 
often happens, that when chey are upon 
their departure from a lake, the herrings = - 
A great part 1 
ereby loſt; the herrings pals 


place; from one 10 


feeering directly towards it. 
the ſeaſon is 1 

on towards Itel and ; the buſſes return to 
their ports half empty, upon an average; 


1 4 


ſhips proceed to ſea without 


ing procured. the full amount of their cat - : 


1 The buſſes clear out a — time * 
the greateſt diſpatch, and direct their courſe 
for the weſt coaſt of Ireland, upon ee 

uncertainty; while the natives on that coaſt, 

nd ready in- 

telligence of the thoals, : * e loading many 


by means of their vicinity to, an 


veſſels with full cargoes. 
This accounts part 


where to find the fiſh; and, after a voyage of 
two or three werks, amidſt the numerous 
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"the owners are difappointed, and the welt 


: arthy "Rr the bad ſucceſs 
E of the buſs fiſhery 1 in Scotland, and ſtrongly 
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t 240 F | 
points out the neceſſity of erecting villages 
upon the fiſhing grounds; where men of ſore 
property will bealways ready to embrace every 
opportunity that offers. It will alfo reſtore 
a ſhare of theſe fiſheries to the natives, who, 
by certain reſtrictions in the fiſhery laws, 
have been excluded from availin 5 themſelves 
| of their natural birth- right. 
They are unable in their preſent | ſituation 

to fit out buſſes, and the law prevents thoſs 

vrho can only equip ſmall boats, from ſell- 
ing their little captures to the ſtrangers who 
come among them in decked veſlels upon 
the | bounty, till ſuch veſſels ſhall have re- 
mained there three months, when probably 
the herrings have left the coaſt. It is there- 

fore evident, that while all parties ſuffer 


more or leſs by this reſtricting clauſe, the 


nation ſuſtains a e negative . 
. : „ 

in Sta. hw the herring fiſhery has 
aw inſtantaneouſly to a great magnitude, 
there are no reſtraints upon fiſhing, buying, 
or ſelling. The good conſequences of this 
freedom is ſenſi bly felt in the employment it 


Sives to the industries, the * food it 
affords 


affords to the great body of the people, the 


freights it furniſhes to ſhipping, and the in- 
* it adds to national wealth. 


In the ſummer of 1786, Mr. Moriſon 


loaded a veſſel and ſent her to the market 


coaſt. When they arrived, the herrings 
were moſtly diſperſed, and the captures were 


| ſmall. Deſpairing of the return of the her- 
rings in winter, the whole buſs fleet ſailed 


from Clyde, as before obſerved, to the Iriſh 


fiſhery, where they were unſucceſsful; while 
at Loch Broom, and the coaſt around it, 
; 500 fail might have been loaded. Of this 3 
late bdoty, Mr. Moriſon again availed him- 
ſelf; but ſo ill e is that | country in 
the neceſſaries for fiſhing, that he was obliged 
to come up to London, in March 1787, 
with the view of purchaſing veſſels, caiks, 
ſtaves, and nets, Preparatory to the next 


fiſhing ſeaſon. 


1 few particulars will, 1 hope, con- 
vince the reader, of the great importance of 
fliſhing ſtations along the coaſts of the High- 


lands; where a great, a certain, and a per- 


manent fiſhery may be carried on by the 


2 at or near | theſe. ſtations; 
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( 142 ) 
where traders and fiſhers may be Ne and 
cheaply ſupplied with materials; and where 
veſſels may be built or repaired. | Sp 8 

Mr. Moriſon accompanied us in his boat 
to the main land of Cogiach, and from 
thence through ſome good, and ſome bad 
land, to the houſe of a tackſman, by whom 
we were furniſhed with a boat and ſix men, 
to carry us acroſs a wide * to e Inver, 
in Aſſynt. 

Our only Ar in this voyage hap+ 
pened at the firſt ſetting out. The wind blew 
freſh from the ſea, which ſent in a bt 
ſwell that rolled furiouſly along the beach. 
and diſſolved in a cloud of white foam. : 
Having dragged the boat to a proper 

Fay on the ſhore, it was reſolved that 
Mr. Mackenzie, the boatmen, and my- 
ſelf, ſhould go on board before the was 
: launched; that the people on ſhore, of whom 
there were a croud of men, women, and 
N children, ſhould be prepared to puſh. the 
boat out, between the wave that had jut 
paſſed, and that which was following, before 
it had time to break. In effed ting this, 
ſome of the people were almoſt up to their 
Houlders-1 in water and foam, while thoſe in 
the 


been engaged, which _— ſaid, Wop! did not — 


( 243 ) 
the boat were ſtraining every nerve to keep 
her out, by means of oars and poles. The 
tongues, the noiſe, and the buſtle upon this 
occaſion reſembled, we may ſuppoſe, the 
confuſion at Babylon; and this work, when 
the wind blows from certain points, is to 
be repeated upon the launch of every fiſhing 
boat; merely from the want of a ſmall pier, 
a conveniency almoſt unknown in the High- 
lands, and which proves a great impediment 
to fiſheries. 
We had a pleaſant evening 8 fail to the L 
mouth of Loch Inver. The men com- 
plained as uſual of the riſe i in their rents.-- 
*. Our fathers,” ſaid they, were called out 
0 to fight aur maſter's battles, and this 
our reward They ſpoke with ſeeming 
0 indifference of the cauſe in which their fa- 
chers, and probably ſome of themſelves had, 
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T We . after -t at t the TY of r 
Mr. Donald Roſs, on the head of Loch Inver, „ 1 
where we met with a true Highland reception. 0 

We were now at the north extremity of 

Roſcs-ſhire, and on the property of Lady 
Sutherland, the rental of whoſe eſtate, here, 
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and in the county of Sutherland, is about 
5,c00l. per annum. This fine loch is divid- 
ed into two parts, the outer and the inner.“ 
The outer loch, or rather the bay between 
the point of Cogiach and the point of Aſ- 

ſynt, abounds in cod, ling, and ſkate, &c.--- 
The inner loch is almoſt land-locked, and 
ſufficiently capacious for a large fleet of ſhips. 
It has a fine clean entrance, with twenty fa- 
thom water, which leſſens gradually towards 
the head, where there is above five fathom, 
anda fine ſandy beach, near to which theher- 
rings are taken. & 
At the head of the tot, on the ſouth ſide, 
there is a remarkable ſafe creek, with three 5 
fathom water, where Mr. Roſs, and Mr. Jo- 
ſeph Bacon of Douglas in the Iſle of Man, 
erected in the year 1775, a large curing 


bouſe with a dwelling. houſe, where nr. 
2 Roſs reſides. There is a ſmall wharf on 


this creek, where buſſes may lay their ſides 
within a few yards of Mr. Roſs's door. 
Though the utmoſt expence of theſe build- 5 
* did not — 2 50⁰ 2 Mr. Roſs 
. 3 8 is 5 
— cc Loch Inver, above the «little ifland Glaſſoch, which lies 


in the middle of it, is well ſheltered, good ground, of 


ſufacte it depth for the largeſt ſhips, and nothing to be feared 
in failin g alot g the S. ſides of SOYA Iſland and Glaſſoch.“ 


Mac tenxie. 
| : 
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is out of pocket, and appears inclinable to 


transfer his concern therein. The failure 
in this buſineſs, he ſays, was partly owing 
to the vexatious trouble that they had from 


the collector of the cuſtom-houſe of Loch 
| Broom, reſpecting ſalt, which ended in an 


expenſive law ſuit before the Court of Seſ- 


ſion at Edinburgh, between Mr. Roſs and 
0 the collector, when the latter had a ſmall 
majority of the Lords m his favour. Mr. | 


Roſs declares, that he paid the collector 201. 


per annum for ſome years, in order that the 
ſalt buſineſs might be facilitated, without | 


farther claims or expectations. 
The lands around this Loch are rough 


and hilly, but there is ſome level ground on 
the edge of the beach, four acres of which 
were feued by Meſlrs, Roſs and Bacon, for 
i period of 999 years, which ground, with 
the buildings 1 they are 'villing- to 


- transfer. 


tween the two ſeas. The diftance from Loch 


Inver to Tain is fifty-ſix miles; forty-three 
of which on the eaſt fide are level, and the 


whole might be made a cart road. 
* - Though 
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Though the pariſh of Aſſynt is not popu- 
lous, yet the number of inhabitants 2. 
to 2,500. 

About five miles from Lack ber, there 
is a freſh water lake, called Loch Aſſynt, 
ſeven miles in length, and one in breadth, 
whoſe banks are well peopled. From this 
lake the river Inver falls into the loch of 
that name, and furniſhes ſome laſts of ſal- 
mon annually. Another river falls into the 
ereek where the curing houſe is built. 
The ſhores on the north ſide of the loch, 
as far as the point of Aſſynt, is inhabited by 
people Who are alternately employed in fiſh- 
ing and in agriculture, if it deſerves that 
name. Their fields conſiſt of patches of foil 
between the rocks, which they cultivate with 
the ſpade, and whoſe produce ſupplies Y 
in good years, with potatoes and meal 
the enſuing ſeed time. 
Here nothing is loſt that will even * a 
ſheaf of grain, and many of their fields donot 
exceed the dimenſions of a common carpet. 

After ſeed time, they look for ſupport to 
Mr. . who'1 is the only gy in that. 


. 
cotintry by whom theycanbe ſupplied with the 


to pay for the ſame in money, or in fiſh, 


1 1786, theſe people had fallen greatly behind 
in their payments; and, after the utmoſt ex- 


for the remainder. Being favoured with a 


2 ſight | of theſe bills, 1 took the number and 
amount of the whole, which I found to be 

162 bills, making 359l. Some of them were 

ſo fmall as ſixteen ſhillings, a all of them 


overdue. The number of peo a thus ſup- 
Ported by one man, is, at the rate of ſix to a 


family, 972, beſides thoſe who had paid up E: 


their arrears. Should Mr, Roſs. give up a bu 


ſtneſs of which he is heartily tired, many fa- ” 
milies muſt abandon their native country, 
unleſs ſome effectual meaſures ſhall be adopt- _— 


ed for their relief, from another quarter. 


A ſtill greater cauſe of diſtreſs, ariſes from 
the want of ſalt to ſeaſon their fiſh, which 
forms a principal part of their food, and 
throws them 1 into fluxes, of which ſome die; 
24 e e inſomuch, 


ſmalleſt article. He imports oat andbarley meal, 
which he ſells upon credit, to the amount of 
of more than their rents, on their engaging 


When I was at this place in October 


5 ertions to reduce their debts, Mr. Roſs was 
obliged to take their bills or notes of hand 
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inſomuch, that Mrs. Roſs has continually a 
a number of helpleſs patients upon her hands, 
to won thei both doctor and nurſe, beſides 
ſupplying them with ſuch ſuitable food and 
drink as her houſe ff rds. 
While the unhappy people, whol lot i it is 
to inhabit thoſe ſterile and neglected ſhores of 
of the north Highlands, are thus lingering 
through the want of common neceſſaries of 
life, thoſe of the ſame rank, who reſide on the 
fiſhing ſhores of Ireland, .are plentifully ſap- 
plied, and liberally encouraged, both by the 
ſtate, and by individuals. Some of the latter, : 
to whoſe activity is principally owing the ra- 
pid increaſe of the Iriſh fiſheries, are inviting 
experienced perſons from every quarter, by 
alluring offers, to come and ſettle in the 
towns which are now erecting on the north- 
weſt coaſt of that kingdom. . e asf 
One of theſe letters h d been direfted to | 
Mr. Bacon, in the Iſle of Man, who ſent a 
copy of it to Mr. Roſs, of which IJ had 
the peruſal. 
We were now to enter Sutherland, which 
is divided from Roſs-ſhire at the Stoire of 
Aſſynt. a projecting point or head - and, well 
known to mariners. | 


\  DESCRIP= 


' DESCRIPTION OF SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 


4 


HE county of Sutherland is the moſt 


remote in Great Britain, and alſo the 


moſt rugged and leaſt improveable. 


Excepting ſome inconſiderable tracks along 
the ſhores, it is moſtly compoſed of mountains 
of rock and ſtrata, extenſive moraſſes, and im- 
: paſſable bogs. © ] never ſaw a country, * ſays 
Mr. Pennant, © that ſeemed to have been ſo 
6 torn and convulſed: the ſhock when ever it 
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yet her, 


he ppened, ſhook off all that vegetates”--- | 
the ſtrata, near the baſe of the 
mountains, and in the bottoms are com- 
« Poſed of white marble, fine as the Parian; 


houſes are built with it, and walls. 


raiſed: burnt, it is the manure of the 
country; but oftener nature diſſolves, annum 
preſents it ready prepared to the lazy 
farmers. Numbers of the miſerables of 
this country, were now [1772] migrating. 5 
They wander in a ſtate of deſperation ; 


too poor to pay, they madly fell them- 


ſelves, for their paſlage, preferring a tem- 


porary bondage in a ſtrange land, to 
ſtarving for life in their native foil.” 
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It may eaſily be conceived, that the indi- 
gence and deſperation of theſe people ariſe 
chiefly from the ſeverity of the climate, as 
well as the poverty of the ſoil, which utterly 
_ precludes improvements in agriculture, of any ; 
conſequence ; and nine parts out of ten in 


this great county, muſt unavoidably remain 
an 2 ſterile defart, to one end of 


time. J 
The OY ſouthern part 4 che county i is 
from ſea to ſea, the property of the Counteſs 


| longs to Lord Rae, and is generally called 
Lord Rae's country. In this diviſion 1 is the 
noted head-land, called Cape Wrath, a coaſt | 
of perpen icular rock, and the dread of 
mariners. At ſome diſtance from thence, 
_ eaſtward, there is a track of deſolation itſelf. 
ſaid to extend thirty miles e every way, called 
. Lord Rae 8 Foreſt, where 7 or 800 deer _ 
at large. 
I have often obſerved that * nature 18 
_ ſparing of her gifts in one reſpect, ſhe is 
bountiful in another. If Sutherland has 
the moſt barren territory, it has rich ſeas. 
Many counties in Britain have one coaſt; 
A {mall number have a double coaſt, but the 
county 


of Sutherland. The north-weſt diviſion be- 
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of fen. 


The former generally com- 
part of a regiment o 
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1Pa 


county of Butherland has a treble coaſts. 
which affords acceſs to fiſheries on the weſt, 


on the north, and on the eaſt, 


> S.4 


coaſt of Sutherland, of which only one, 


called Elen Handa, is inhabited. 


ays. 


There are ſeveral ſmall iſlands on the weſt 
| The clans in this county, are Sutherlands 


cCibles in every war. The latter, of whom © 
Lord Rae is the chief, are falling off in their 


-.» 


_ poſe the princ 


numbers. 


Jo RN A . 


on our leaving Loch Inver, Mr. Roſs went 
out with us in his boat to the narrow part 


Hk the Stoire, where we landed, and took | 


1 
2 
ty 


and 


great diſtance from the extre 


zuide for the bay on the north fide of it. 


ſtands at no 


I 
1 I... 2 


an old caſtle. or fortreſs which our guide 
warned us of our danger ſhould we approach 


it; but his admonition was diſregarded. [1 


In this day's journey we obſerved the ruins of 


| ſaid as frequented by wild cats, 


. ( 252 ) 
ty of the Stoire, and commands an exten- 
five view of the coaſt, and of the ocean, ſq 
that no enemy could approach by water, 
without bein; 8 * ſeen 1 in * direc- 
: tion. 
Towards the weſt, we perceived the Butt 
- of the Lewis, diftant about fifty miles ; and 
on the ſouth, we could barely diſtin guiſh 
the north land of Sky. od - 
In paſſing a ſmall field, from which the 
corn had been juſt carried away, we reckoned 
forty- two wild geeſe buſily employed among 
the ſtubble, from which they did not ſeem 
diſpoſed to move, till we got within : a ſtone's 8 
throw of them. e 
When we arrived at the norch fide of this 
| peninſula, another large bay preſented itſelf; N 
and this being ſkirted with ſmall ones, 1 
was deſirous to coaſt the whole in a boat, in- 
ſtead of mn Ry to the aan 
| ſide. —— | 
With this view it was neceſſary to ſecure 
A lodging upon the ſouth-eaſt fide of the bay, 
and to engage a boat thither, which proved 
a greater difficulty than we had conceived. 
The people were buly at their harveſt, which 
they poſitively refuſed to leave. The even- 
= ing 


| _  thern lakes beyond Loch Broom. It reaches 
within ten miles of Loch Shin, an inland 


. there is a road to the Firth of Dornoch. 


N 830 
ing advanced, Mr. Mackenzie ſcolded, pro- 
bably ſwore, and at length ſucceeded. 
It happened to be at low ebb, and the 
boat lay a great way from the water, amidſt 
heavy ſand, which required many hands to mm 
get her afloat. _ == hj 1 
Having got on board once more, Mr. ; 
Mackenzie, who always took his turn at the 
; oar, directed our courſe for a houſe near 
2 Loch Niet, which we explored next morn- 
ing. 1 5 
From thence we coaſted along the bottom 
of the main bay, to a capacious ſafe loch, 
called Kyleſcough, which forms the northern 
| boundary of Lady Sutherland's eſtate on 
that ſide; and where Lord Rae 8 ſtate com- 
mences. 


Kyleſcough is the largeſt of all the mow 
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lake, ſixteen miles 1 in length, from whence 


This is the only opportunity that nature 
_ affords to theſe very remote inhabitants, for 
a land communication with other ** of 
Britain. 2 

From Kyleſcough, we paſſed Loch Sark 
and Loch Calaway, to Loch Badiwal, an- 


7 other 


24). 
other ſafe bay ; but the entrance is crowded 
with rocks and ſmall iſlands. 
We were now in the laſt pariſh on * 
veſt coaſt of Scotland, called Ederachillis; 
where we found a welcome reception from 
Mr. Turner the miniſter of that forlorn 
region. This gentleman had been engaged 
in a law ſuit with the truſtees of Lord Rae's 
| eftate, who claimed a right to all the ſea 
wreck that grew upon his 'glebe, beyond 
what he could uſe in manuring it. He de- 

nied their right to any part of the marine 
5 produce, and was non- ſuited, be * 
very unjuſtly, | i. 9885 
Mr. Turner e with us next morning 
f to Scowrie Bay, the beſt track of land that 
we had ſeen ſince we wg he inp and inha- 
| bited by twenty families. This little bay is 

| ſheltered at the entrance e by Elen Handa; 
but notwithſtanding. its apparent ſecurity, 25 
ſea-faring people do not ſ peak well of it. 
Being furniſhed with a guide for Loch þ 
Laxford, we puſhed on vigorouſly towards 
that lake, where we might ſecure a lodging 

before night; when it would be impoſſible 
to advance a hundred yards without danger 
from precipices or bogs. Even with day- 
light we found difficulty in getting forward. 


1 


tt; is a country where no man, who cannot 
climb like a goat, and jump like a graſshop- 
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per, ſhould attempt to travel, elpecially- in 
the month of October. 


We directed our courſe towards the 2 5 


of the loch; where, having arrived, we en- 


tered a hut, took out out barley bread, our 

Highland cheeſe hard as flint, and our whiſ- 
key bottle. The people ſupplied us vwath 
water, and a horn tumbler. 


We preſented each perſon with 2 own: 


and they in return, brought out a wooden bowl 


full of milk, againſt the uſe of which no re- 


mn a love al 
neighbourhood. 425 

Mr. — 2 did not * pleaſed —Y 
the — that the few * in this 


| fuſal was admitted. Mr. Mackenzie had 
ſnuff, which i 18 highly valued in the High- 
lands, where any ſtranger who cannot take a 
pinch, or give ane, is looked 2 with an 
evil eye. 
I was ſorry to perceive, what I little ex- 
= pected to find in ſo ſmall a community, 
two lunatics; one of them a grown, well 
El looked woman, who had been diſappointed | 
fair; the other, a boy of the | 


2 


* 2 
2 — — — _ — — — — —_— = - 7 > - _— 
x . — ; — ö — — — 1 < — — — 
K. 8 1 ” . o PA . p N — 
O = * * 2 4 — 
— — — - N — 0: — q - Sos \ — 5 3 =_ 
Ng — T4 i — — 
1 d of 8332 NY : 
r T ꝗĩ²˙ 2 CNRS 
* _ * f = 22 — — — 0 - N — —— 1 1 = 
: = — | 


* 2 : > 2 2 . - 
Z ..... a SS ZEY A © Bm - a g — —— — - A 
_ A r — 8. 8 = 2 * . * 4 
& — S 4  U.\- 2 Xx _— — —— — - — = _ ' 
2 — — — — MY b g —_—_— . O 2 Mi , g \ Fa 7 N 
— 8 : by A — F < — - — 
K — ah * va «+ 4 ttt = FRA 5 y "py 
—_— ” . 4 Dm "EI 2 — 
0 hy * 4 ju A - A 's 11 —— * 2 1 1 - 2 4 4 
— — ' - « * — PER — — nt a 3 < A _ 
—— . . 1 wks act - 1 : % 4 . * 5 * — 4 oth... Wag 
* 4 ad _—_—_ © i 1 = - — 2 4 5 . — — — — 7 — — — — F — ———— — 2244 
7 — g — . y—__ Þ A i — * 2. — — * 5 — _ - dr 4 1 — 
2 _— — — 72 my a — x - -_— — * a - — — 5 — — _ — REITs _ | , — — — 
— — — — — < wa TIE Do CITY 
6 3 1 . ud 2 wy : 


a . 
a 
„ — I 
* 6 1 - 
S. 
7 A 5 + . 
A 0 4 2 * 
ER 2 ——— 
” . - _ — 
l _— 3 
nC 3 LT. 
E 0 rr 2 „ 
2 . =. . 
"Row "3.7 =. 4 5 
w \ # 1 
ad BE Tg =. , 


— 
a - - t of * * * * Ss 

. * . —ů— — — "Fes — — 8 « BR * be 

2 _ ——_e>. — IT * = RA wx” ET” . aps ——— FIVE — - 

> 4 2 2 — . "> 8 * _— — 1 . oaks IE Toa : Wn — — - 

5 ; 7 — 4 i r. — 2 6 8 

N 4 . N r =? 2 2 F — = — © — a . 
rr e 4 5 Ge r a 


* ' ck. ous 2 
Ty >. ; bs. 
> — . CST 


pe * — — „ 
* Dy 3 2 2 g "4: * — — 
= 1 = þ 52 2 _ ec ry — —„— — - „„ — + - 4 gg = + _ — — * 9 1 = 
_ —— 8 . * 1 — — — — : — — — — - —— — —— O_o > - - — _ - . — — 
rr eee eee =: — Mo n= Se 3 ; 5 . . S 2 a K 

r — 2 iliars » — r —— 858 ; *. : : 

* 2 C . * . - S - 
4 y * — bein.” — 9 yer - —_— 1 4. wi _—_ 1 9 * _ K 4 8 a 
. - & _ a - hk = 1 > 


Am 4 
r * +» Ll, ww oo. at = _ - > Boo 
P v 
— — Pe wo - * = = . = * 1 . k 7 


* 


=” DF —— 


— 
2 
S 


rr Ss ws rai... 

. Lt. CET! —— 

by - —— 92. 5 : i 

5 .  —S -- — — 

9 3 2 Rr wa 
3-4 „ = — 1 


— 
_ 


5 1 
place afforded; and having ſome knowledge 
of a farmer and fiſher, at the head of the 
loch, we engaged for a boat thither ; ; which, 
as uſual, we had to launch. | 
Having a ſtraight courſe, a | rode breeze, 
and a fair wind, we ſet out with only two 
men, the ſons of our hoſt, who ſeemed to 
be well acquainted with the management of ä 
a fiſhing boat. ö 
A great ſea ruſhed 1 in at the mouth of the 
loch, which, having no interruption from 
points or head- lands, rolled with awful gran? 
deur to the upper end of this beautiful 
lake,” where it broke furiouſſy youu. the 5 
beach. ey ans 
Our young men Sed to deſpiſe dpi; 
and it was with difficulty that I could pre- 
vail upon them to haul down the fails that 
threatened to bury us under the waves. This 
| —6 obſerved, was nothing to the ſea with- 1 
out, © which,” faid they, © is now running 1 
3 mountains high; but we never mind it if 1 
0 get fiſh enough.”  * POD 
It is much to be — that the intrepid : 
Highlanders are not able to 2 more ſuit- 


— — r —_— \ y # . 2 p A hy : 1 
— ' , Le 2 * : ” 4 = wo 2 ju 
. 1 N e ' L - "al n . l TY >... M5 <4 —— "XX = — 2 
* — * — 2 * "> We. 0 4 —— 5 4 7 <p I - .— — bl = l - _ 
—— 2 > 4 * > . Y - " ISS Pl” TREO. ary; "+ a” r L * 
2 by 3 rl whe l 46+ * 2 1 y re 10 3 
* — wo LOG REY 5 ft oy — 4 —_ — 1 ay — 4 4 LE Ss 2 I + —— — « — wx OY = — 5 
* 3 N 1 CH — 1 wh” 8 — 1 * £ . 9 oy pt > = - I iy = = * 
< 7 * * 5 * 1 2 * PRE . ww 4 * ©. * £ £5 C r Pax” 4 2 * 0 = v2 + 
a r — — * * *. — 4 2 * a -_ — 2 3 5 
** e K rag WA g £ * 5 9 * N "= * * 5 > > r . = bl ow _— = \ 
CI 7 * * 2 * 3 > 5 8 * * * | \ d 8 * . 5 ” * 0 K = * x; = 
g 2 "== . * I - 0 * 53 3 — * * a 8 8 * of L ; = x 
4 4. — or n —— — g bY © ON —— 9 82 3 - "Ba ME — * a cs £4 oe — . + 
—"- 4 cot T2 4 „ ; ö 1 £ l 3- * 4 
— 22 = © 1 * 4 . , : Fs » 4 
— C5 ud 4 6 * 4 1 4 233 "On — *. "OS _ * . 4 - | 1 * x * — g n 
. f * 2 5 2 a . 8 3 y * 1 A 1 Y 4 2 — 
k - : 1 * * 7 . J „ . — * 44 - Þ > 9 ——_ * YA — < » £43 . > 2. 
* ; D wee 6 ay — 8 £ —_ — 7 


able boats for the ſea fiſhery wever they 
may * — ſuch boats. as _— have 
at 


6290 


ſhould a ſtorm overtake them when fiſhing 


at the diſtance of fifteen or twenty miles 


froin land, they muſt inevitably periſh. | 


In Shetland there are a number of boats 
that go to the diſtance of thirty miles from 
land, where the cod and ling are the moſt 
numerous, and of the largeſt ſize; but, for 
5 their 11 they go in little fleets, ac 
Tompanied by a decked veſſel, which receives 
wide cures their fiſh in moderate weather, and 


| weather. : 


n lives in ſtorm 
On the Murray Firt 


— the foil. __ 


Having defired to ny the experiment of 
bare Poles, 40 i i. termed, we run at a 


. 


at preſent cannot go far from ſhore ; for, 
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th, and the — of 
= Aberdeenſhire, the fiſhers have boats ſujted 
dor the coaſt, and others of a larger ſize fer 
tte diſtant fiſhery, which they uſe as occa- 
ſions require. With theſe large boats they | 
ſometimes” go out of ſight of land, towards 
the coaſt of Norway; whereas, the High- 
land boats are nearly of one fize, ſlender 
built, and but indifferently equipped. Theſe 
people labour under every diſadvantage, 5 
Whether ploughing os. ocean, or 1 = 
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good rate to the head of the loch, where we 
entered a large river, which furniſhes ſome 
laſts of ſalmon annually. 
Here we were met by the perſon in wha 
houſe Mr. Mackenzie had propoſed we ſhould ; 
lodge. We received a more than common 
welcome to whatever his houſe could afford, 
and for what it did not afford he was conti- f 
nually making apologies. 
Loch Laxford is itſelf moſtly a tar - 
in moderate weather, for large ſhips; * and it 
is happily furniſhed on both ſides with imall 
| bays, where coaſters and fiſhing veſſels ne 
in great ſecurity. The beſt harbour for large . 
hips, is near the entrance on the ſouth. fide, 
but there is ſcarcely : any land where houſes 
could be built. 5 
If a town was erected higher up, or at ; 
the head of the loch, the Inge ſhipping be- 
lo 


* ec * Lack Laxford i is a a capacious very fine dels; there 
is nothing to fear coming in, but what is always above wa- 
ter; except an half. tide rock, about a cable's length W. from 
Duſkere; the ground and ſhelter are good, and the * : 
moderate for ſhips of all ſizes. : 
ne beſt anchorage is. above Nan-Vat any where; ot. 
nearer the mouth of ye loch, on the S. . between Ilan- 

: Ard and Finadil,"? +  Mackenzgee 
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low might 1 their boats thither for fuch 
neceſſaries as they might want; but as the 
whole upper part of the loch is a road, or 
good anchoring place, ſhipping might lie 
ſäafely with moſt winds, off the town. 
The whole length of the loch does not 
exceed four miles, and its breadth (the bays 
excepted) i is under one mile. There are ſome 
ſpots of arable land around the bays, and a 
large track of ſhallow moſs at the head of 
the loch, which might ſoon be improved; 
The whole coaſt is under mortgage to 
Charles Gordon Eſq. of Skelpick, factor to 
Lord Rae's eſtate. The number of fami- 
lies around the loch, and! in the dättriet, 8 
ſixteen. e 
From the deſcri ption th at we rien of the 
country before us, it was neceſſary to ſapply 
ourſelves at Loch Laxford with another 
: guide, and Aa freſh ſtock of barley-bread, 
_ cheeſe, and whiſkey, ſufficient for our jour- 
ney. to Durneſs; which, with all the wind- 
ings around the hills, and among the 
ſwamps, was ſtill conſiderable. = 
Me ſet out in good time, and ſoon reached 
Loch Inchard, the rival to Loch La&ford, 
— 15 and 
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and the laft bay or harbour on the north- 


* 
. 


dape 


from whence to 


Wrath, the ſhore preſents one uniform line 


t two miles in length b 


of lofty rock. 


weſt coaſt of Scotland, 
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„ With 


eight to 


13 one con- 


here fiſhing veſſels 
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the whole 


tinued harbour, fecure from all wi 


of 
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There is much d around the 
loch, alſo a falmon fiſhery, and the num- | 


ſafety 
ber of inhabitants 


width 
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and boats 
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e in 
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fathom water. It has alſo ſome 


dious ſmall bays 


commo 
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This loch is a 
half a . 
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good ground, and having from 
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arable land arou 
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the coaſt, there is another tr 


At the diſtance of four miles north, near 


who, with thoſe of Loch Inchard and L 
, Loch Hinſhort has a fafe entrance, 


rr 


IS — I EO — TI ITN 


the 


"% 


for ſhips 


- 


, 


" 


* 


d 


d the groupl clean, 
in winter, when the 


inf 


4 


*4 


' 


ex (at 
of water, an 
8 


mne mouth 


* 


ain 


7 


T 


1 


cok 


neareſt the north at eaſt ſide. 


de 


is a er 


gt | 
"but there is bad 


* 


cie 


* - 


th ſuffi 


: 
W 
* P 


_- 


1. 


ground good, and the depth of water mod 
df all fizes. Sail up till you are land-tocked, and 
chard 
and 


4 


the 


* 


- 
- 


% Loch Ardicaar 


. 
1 


"= 


./ 


4 


- 


* 


( 251 ) 


form a conjecture of the population between 


the Point of Aſſynt and Cape Wrath, includ- 
ing the main coaſt, the banks of the lakes, 
andall thoſe who live in the vicinity of theſe 
ſhores, The length of the coaſt upon the 
main ſea, is atleaſt forty miles; the cireum- 
| ference of the lakes and bays is above 150 
miles; we may ſtate the whole Une of coaſt 
at 200 miles; which, including the few inha-. 
bitants of the back country, does not con- 
** le. or ten for _ 


tain * 2000" de 
This nnn 4 a 0 1 inco Tip 


upon the north-weſt coaſt, 


of Ant. There are, however, — confi- | 


It has been obſerved Aby theoldeſt m men now 


CE 2 


Laxford, make fifty-ſix families or 236. 
people. This is the only data on which to 


- ſterility of the country, ſeems to put a ne- 
gative againſt the eſtabliſhment of a town 


living, that the ſhoals of herrings do not 
Hpquaky this coaſt with that regularity and 

; ncy which is perceived on the ſhores of 
Ross hire. 1 faw at Losd Rae s.houſe in 

Loch 
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Loch Tongue, a bock that contains copies 
of a correſpondence, from the year 1730 to 
174, between George Lord Rae and cer- 
tain merchants of Glaſgow, Renfrew, and 
Punbar, relative to herrings caught by his 
lordſhip's tenants upon this coaſt, It ap- 
pears from their correſpondence, that her- 
rings were then plentiful; that his lordſhip 
ſold them ready cured; and that the mers 

chants ſent veſſels to take them away at a 

fixed price agreed upon by contract between 
the parties, for a given number of years. 
_ Sometime after the above date, . the her- 
rings forſook that coaſt, till within theſe 
laſt ten years, when they returned, and have 
continued their viſits to the preſent time. 
This uncertainty of the herrings furniſnes 
another diſcouraging circumſtance againſt a 

a fiſhing ſtation ; but though the herrings are 

Algnseertain, the cod and ling fiſhery is invari- 

5 able to thoſe who can venture a conſiderable 
way in the open ſea, where the fiſh are large 
and inexhauſtible. Still more important is 
the great fiſhery off the ſouth coaſt of Ice- 
land, to which there is an open ſea, and no 
: interru den whatever. = 
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1- Veſſels which frequent that fiſhery from 


Holland and other parts, generally allow 


one month upon an average, for the out- 
ward bound paſſage; but if a town was eſta- 


the veſſels from thence could run over with. 


any wind, in three or four days. Other 


veſſels have to navigate the dangerous paſ- 


ſage of the Pentland Firth, or the channel 
| between the Orkney and the Shetland Iſlands; = 
but between Cape Wrath and Iceland there 
are no lands, no interruption to the progreſs 
of the veſſels  Wough the — as "well as 


the day 


— and homeward voyages generally 


chuſe the longeſt day, which happens not 
to be the beſt ſeaſon for cod: that fiſh is in 
--M higheſt perfection between November _ 
April, or the beginning of May at fartheſt ; | 
a4 c circumſtance which might throw the Ice- : 

land fiſhery almoſt entirely into the hands of 

the north-weſt inhabitants of Scotland, and 

| particularly thoſe upon Lord Rae's eſtate. 
T) he very oil extracted from fiſh taken in the 
Iceland ſeas Fn enrich the whole role: in 


Ra 


bliſhed at Loch Laxford or Loch Inchard, 


. Shinaing from other parts, who * * 
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is exactly ſimilar, excepting the oper 
at Durneſs, which being moſtly dry land at 


But there is an argument in fefernts, that | 
ſuperſedes all other conſiderations, and points 


out in the moſt forcible manner, the expe» 
diency of a town near Cape Wrath, even 


admitting that no fiſhery could þe carried on 
from theſe ſhores, or near them. 
The diſtance between Loch an and 


Cape Wrath, and from thence to Loch Eri- 


bol on the North Sea, is above twenty miles. 


In this long track, which to navigate requires 
different winds, there is no place here a 
veſſel can ſafely anchor in rough weather, or 
where ſhe can receive the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance 
to repair any damage ſhe may have received 
in her voyage. The coaſt to 
compoſed of a perpendicular line of rock 
from 100 to - 250 feet high, againſt which 
the ſea breaks with inconceivable vio lence, 
throwing its ſpray ſometimes - over the 
h 2 to a cpnſiderable diſtanee upon the 


ive Wrath is 


on the eaſt fide of the Cape the ſhore 


low water, no veſlels app roach it unleſs driv- 
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CF 
en wüther by ſtreſs of weather, when they 
ars inſtantly ſtranded-or broke to pieces. 
The effects of chis ĩnhoſ pitable ſhore, which 
denies either an aſylum or a ſupply to the ſink- 
Ing veſſel, falls heavy, as formerly abſerved, 
upon the commerce of theſe kingdoms, be- 
ſides the number of men who-die through 2 
cold and fatigue, or who go down with the 
' ſhip to the bottom of the ocean. A town 
therefore, at either of the above men- 
tioned places, would prove a moſt deſirable 
doon to the ſhipping of all the European na- 
tions, and particularly to thoſe of Great Bri= 
tain and Ireland. Here able ſhip-carpen- F 
ters might be accommodated with a grav- 
ing dock, and fyrniſhed with all manner of 
5 materials for the immediate repair of ſuch : 
veſſels as were forced thither through leaks, 
Wy dent, rough weather, or contrary winds. 
Our way from Loch Inchard to Durneſs _ 
: lay acroſs the country, in a north-eaſt direct - 
tion; and now I took leave of the weſtern 
| ſeas, their extenſive ſhores, their beautiful 
lakes, their numerous _ and thei? hof- 0 
pitable clans. © 8 
The country th og which we were to 
* forms a part of what is 1 the 
** 
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and very few cattle. The whole was rock 
or moſs, generally covered. with long heath. 
A few moor-fowl roſe. now and then from 
among our feet. They. were generally in 
: pairs, and might eaſily ; have been ſhot. The. 
deer keep moſtly together, probably for their 
common defence, as well, as to protect their 6 
young. - Seven hundred ang 2 * 
pear e in one body. 


; vities of the hills ſtrewed with large ſtones, | 

from one to three or four ton weight. Some 

| thouſands are thus diſperſed over a track of 
ü many miles, and the labour of raiſing moſt 
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Foreſt; but! it might with greater propriety be 

called · the Deſart. Here are no trees, no 
houſes, no people, We did not ſee a human 
creature till we came within ſight of Durneſs; 


We perceived the * and the Au- 


of them to conſiderable heights muſt have 


been great. # could not learn the uſe of 


theſe ſtones; but it 1s probable that they ſerv- 
ed to ſcreen the perſons who were on. the 


watch to kill the wild boar, the deer, the 
fox, the eagle, and other animals, which, in 


old times, abounded in the Highlands. 


When we had got to a conſiderable height, 


| the boundleſs expanſe | of the Northern 


Ocean Spened to our view, and havin g the 
wat er 


” 
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water of Durneſs on our right hand, we 
were now in no danger of going out of our 
courſe, When we came within fight of Dur- 
neſs, we ſat down by the fide of a brook 
to dinner, which we waſhed down with 
whiſkey and water, 77 
Though the tops of the mountains were y 
covered with ſnow, I was continually in a 


ſweat, owing to the aſcent of the hills, a 
many bad ſteps, among the ſwamps; while 
Mr . Mackenzie, who was not encumbered 
OY with boots, travelled with all the agility and ts, 

_ eaſe for which his r are remark- 8 5 


able. 


to be improveable. 


appearance of a lately improved country a- 


round Durneſs, which formed a ſtriking = 


— contraſt 10 the deſart which We had croſled. 


Soon after we had finiſhed aur bread and 3 
cheeſe, we perceived ſome horſemen who had 
been ſent by Mr. Anderſon, a trader at Dur- 
neſs, to aſſiſt us in our JQuIneFs and to con- 


vey 
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| The country n which we were now | 
paſſing, ſeems, though ſtill moſs and heath, . 


5 Having a uniform declivity 1 to the river 
3 * the bay of Durneſs, it might be ſo —_ 
rreclaimed, as to yield good crops of potatoes. 
In this opinion I was ſoon confirmed by the 
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( 268 ) | 
vey us to. his houſe; but fuck was the na- 
ture of the country, that 1 could n 


d not avail 
myfelf of this aſſiſtance till I got \ within A 
mile of Durneſs. | 

Here the ſea meets the river, and forms a 


beautiful bay when the tide is in, but at low 


water it exhibits an extenſive bed of ſand. 
The adjacent country, which was lately co- 


vered with heath, is now covered with oats, 
barley, and potatoes, through the exertions 


of Mr. Anderſon, who has the lands and a 


falmon fiſhery upon leaſe. 


"There are many thoufand acres upon this 


north ſhore, equally improveable; but inſtead 
of aſſiſting the ſoil, the people on this eſtate, 
as well as the inhabitants of Caithneſs, are 


ſuffered to pare off the ſod, which they uſe 
for covering their houfes and for firing, 


though i in the neighbourhood of endleſs moſ- 
ſes. The ſurface appears, as an Triſh ſhip- 
maſter obſervd, like a man with his {kin | 
Head off. 

In this plare ſtands the pariſh church, 
the manſe, and a feat of the family of Rae, 
which is inhabited at preſent by a tackſman, 
who rents a track of natural good land, that 
| firetches along the north ſhore. In this 


farm 18 the err called Farout Head, 
| which 


i} * * * * . , 


TT TY 


which forms the caſt ſide of the entrance 
into the Bay of Durneſs, oppoſite to Cape 
Wrath, that lies on the. weſt ſide. The 
height of theſe Capes 18 ſaid to be nearly 
250 feet-above the ſea. 


ly fourteen fathom water, which ſhallow, 


with a rapid tide of ſeven miles an hour, . 
occaſions a high ſwell which 1s ſometimes by: 


dangerous to navigation. 


I was informed at different places that 
a rock has lately been diſcovered | in thoſe 6 
ſeas, which ought to be marked in all 
the charts. The following declaration re. 
| petting it, was left with Mr Campbell of 


Scalpa in Harris, by Capt. George Maughan 
of Seton Sluice near Hull, June 30, 1785. 


„I faw the rock bearing from Cape Wrath, 

« N. by W. diſtant between four and five 

« leagues. Appears at laſt quarter of ebb.” 

I be Bay of Durneſs was formerly a good . 
natural harbour, land-locked on every ſide, 

and rings were fixed for mooring ſhips, but 

5 che entrance is now almoſt filled up with 6 


3 _ waned. 15 n every ** 
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There is a ridge of rock and chingle that | 
runs four miles out from the Cape, with on- 
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Sometime before my arrival there, a ſhip 
belonging to Newcaſtle or Shieldswas broke 
to pieces on theſe ſands. 
Upon this event, Mr. Anderſon and the 
people of the nei ighbourhood gave every 
poſfible aſſiſtance, in ſaving a part of the 


cargo, and relieving the people. Ayear or two 
before, another ſhip belonging to the ſame 
owners was ſtranded on this coaſt, to whom 


Mr. Anderſon and the natives gave the ſame 
aid. Ifaw a letter of thanks from one of the | 


owners to Mr. Anderſon, expreſſing a grate- 
5 ful ſenſe of his own attention, and the hu 
manity and honeſty of the people, a cha- 


racter they have long merited, and will, 1 


: hope, long continue to merit. 


Danger and death look every ſeaman in the 


face, who navigates the coaſt between Cape - 
Wrath, the Orkneys, and the caſt entrance 
of the Pentland — 4 


On the Sunday night his: my arr 1510 at 


Durneſs, an Iriſh veſſel from the Baltic had 
become ſo unmanageable, that the crew, wore 
out with fatigue, and ſeeing apparent de- 
ſtruction before them, gave up the helm and 
reſigned themſelves to their fate. The veſſel 
drove immediately before the 8 towards 
the impending cliffs of Cape Wrath, on the 
weſt ſide of that awful promontory. 


3 ä 


E 
Deatli ſeemed now inevitable, and that in 
a few minutes; when, by a moſt extraordi- 
nary eircumſtance, their lives were ſaved. 


There is a crevice in the face of the rocks ſuffi- 


ciently wide to admit a part of an ordinary 
ſized veſſel. Into this crevice, the only open- 


ing upon a coaſt of ſeveral miles in length, the | 
veſſel was hurried. endways, by a great wave, | 


and he men had juſt ſtrength enough to 
Jump out, and to ſcramble to the top of 
rocks. The veſſel beat to pieces; the men 


wandered about the Cape, till a glimmering 


light directed them to a hut, where they were 
glad to repoſe themſelves through the night. 
One of their number who had fallen behind, 
was found dead next morning among the 


heath. 


1 When 3 an account of this diſaſter reached = 
5 Durneſz, Mr. Anderſon collected the neigh- 
+ bourhood, who recovered. ſome part of the 
cargo for the owners, and brought the miſer- 
able crew to his houſe, where theyr received all 
| the aſſiſtance that could be given, till they 
were able to ſet out for their own country. 
The ſame humanity and ſtrict regard to juſtice 
pervade the whole coaſt of Sutherland and 
Caithneſs, where ſhi pwrecks are moſt fre · 


quent. 
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can only be effected by tlie public. 


it may be proper to com munickte without FI for the 
| Wen, to which it properly belongs. 


water. It has no traces of a path, is much cut up, and 
though no more than eight miles croſs in a direct line, who- 
| ever paſſes that way in October, muſt walk at leaſt twenty 
miles of a moſt fatiguing journey, eſpecially to thoſe who 
have boots. Having two guides, I got ſafely to the other 
ſide, and being very tired, I went early to bed. The gen- 
| tleman at whoſe houſe I lodged, was pleaſed to ſhew me into 
| the bed-room, which was full of ſmoke, owing to a newly 
kindled peat fire, and an unfavourable wind. When he went 
out, he left the door a little open, and adviſed me to let it 
remain fo through the night. Inſtead of following his coune 7 
_eil] ſhut the door, and took off the greeneſt p | 
by that means to get rid of the ſmoke. 
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quent. But, as has been obferved at the be- 


ginning of this book, ſomething more than 
humanity and hoſpitality is wanting for the 
relief of ſhipping upon theſe ſhores, and which 


An event happened, at my fifft ſetting out on the 52- 
conD yarT of this journey, which, as a caution to others, 


Between Durneſs and Caithneſs there is a tract called 1 


. which fignifles the Great Morafs, about twenty of 
_ twenty-four miles in length, By eight in breadth, which 
: muſt be croſſed by all travellers on 


| that coaſt, 
This tract ſeems to be partly a deep taofs floating Won 3 


I vent to bed and fell aſleep in leſs than five minutes. 


Awoke about two o'clock in great agony, and ſcarcely able to 
| breathe? Having a confuſed ſenſe of my ſituation; and the 
cauſe of it, I attempted to riſe and open the door, but in 
getting up I found much difficulty from want of ſtrength- 


daſere till the family, 3 


Having —— the FikS T PART 


of my Journal, I ſhall, for the conventency 


of the reader, ſubjom a liſt of the ſtations 
that are deſcribed therein, as meriting in a 


particular manner the attention of the Bri- 


tiſh Society. Some places are alſo inſerted, 
which, though they did not lie within the 


Hans of my _ Journey, have a claim to no- 


4 tice. 


Iſles. RB: 


In ſelefting aher Molt eligible ſtations, 1 


have had a particular A * 5 
1 The fiſheries. 


2. The harbours, for the conveniency of 


ban ng as well a as the fiſheries. 


„ Rag 8 1 The 
1 going edits the ns, I fell upon the pet and lay "= 
ho had heard the noiſe, came into the 
found cold, but. with ſymptoms of ble. 
Being immediately conveyed into a room free from ſmoke, 


this change of air, with the ſimple application of cold wa- 
ter, had a good effect, and I began gradually to ng 


5 room, where I wa 


objects, and to know ſome of the perſons preſent, 


Next day, I felt an oppreſſion at my- breaſt, with a l head. 
ach; but the ſubſequent night's ſteep rectiſied the machine, 


and gave a new leaſe to a life that was, I have been informed, 
within five minutes of expiring ; that period being the ut- 
molt time that the lungs 2. have held out inn the un- 
common prefjure. 


5 mall begin at -th- Gilth. and i 
nortivnaiily firſt, along the coaſt of the con- 


tinent ; and . * the Hebride 
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( 274 ) 
3. The number of people in the vicinity 
of wy loch or harbour. 


4. The communications with the inland 
| Ae 
5. Rivers, or freſh water. 
6. Fuel, lime-ſtone, free-ſtone, an - 
The places recommended above may be 
arranged into three diviſions. The firſt claſs, 


to comprehend the moſt eminent ſtations, 
which I have printed in ſmall capitals. The 
ſecond claſs, to compaſe the next ſtations in 
point of importance; and the third claſs | 
which requires no farther explanation. . 


In ſome inſtances, the principal merit of 


2 propoſed ſtation conſiſts in its fiſheries, as 
Great Loch Broom. 2 
fiſts in the conveniencies to general na- 
vigation, as Tobirmory, Canay, Loch Lax- 
ford or Loch Inchard. Again, where the 
a harbours are indifferent, and without fiſhe- 
ries, the merit of ſuch places depends on the 
number of people, the fertility of the foil, 
the communications with the interior coun- 
try, and other favourable circumſtances, as 
Bernera in Glenel 8. where the L are 


In other caſes, it con- 


al pollcſſed c of forty acres of ground, | 
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S laſt we came to IcorMk II, but found no con- . 
forced very near the dry ground, and our r Highlanders 


venience for landing. Our boat could not be 


Pa E us over the water. 


WMe were now treading that Muſtrious 10nd, which = 
was once the luminary of the Caledonian regions, whence 
favage Clans and roving barbarians derived the benefits of 
knowledge, and the bleſſings of religion, To abſtrat _ 
the mind from all local emotion would be impoſſible, if it 
were endeavoured, and would be fooliſh, if it were poſ- 
ſible. Whatever withdraws us from the power of our 
ſenſes; whatever makes the paſt, the diſtant, or the future 
predominate over the preſent, advances us in the dignity 
of thinking beirigs. Far from me and from my friends, 
be ſuch frigid philoſophy as may conduct us indifferent 
and unmoved over any ground which has been dignified 
by wiſdom, bravery, or virtue. That man is little to be 
envied, whoſe patriotiſm would not gain force upon the . 
plain of Marathon, or whoſe piety would not * warmer 
among * ruins of Lena. 
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We came too late to viſit monuments : ſome care was 


neceſſary for ourſelves. Whatever was in the Ifland 


Sir Alan could demand, for the inhabitants were Mac- 
leans ; but having little they could not give us much. 


He went to the headman of the Iſland, whom Fame, but 


Fame delights in amplifying, repreſents as worth no leſs 
than fifty pounds. He was perhaps proud enough of his 


gueſts, but ill prepared for our entertainment; however, 


he ſoon produced more proviſion than men not luxurious 


require. Our lodging was next to be provided. We 


found a barn well ſtocked with hay, and made our beds 


as ſoft as we could. 


In the morning we roſe and ROTARY the his, The 


churches of the two convents are both ſtanding, though - 
unroofed. They were built of unhewn ſtone, but ſolid, 
and not inelegant. I brought away rude meaſures of the 
- buildings, ſuch as 1 cannot much truſt myſelf, inaccu- 
rately taken, and obſcurely noted. Mr. Pennant's de- 


lineations, which are doubtleſs exact, have made my un- 
ſkilful deſcription leſs neceſſary. 


The epiſcopal church conſiſts of two parts, ava” 


- by the belfry, and built at different times. The original 
church had, like others, the altar at one end, and tower 


at the other; but as it grew too ſmall, another building 


of equal dimenſion was added, and the tower then was 
5 neceſſarily i in the middle. 


That theſe edifices are of different ages ſeentd evident. 


The arch of the firſt church is Roman, being part of a 
circle ; that of the additional building i 18 pointed, and 


therefore Gothick, or Saracenical; the tower is firm, 
and wants only to be floored and covered. 


Of che chambers or cells N to the monks, 
— — _there 


43 
there are ſome walls remaining, but nothing approach 
ing to a complete apartment. 

The bottom of the church is ſo bee with 
mud and rubbiſh, that we could make no diſcoveries of 
curious inſcriptions, and what there are have been already 
publiſhed. The place is faid to be known where the 


black ſtones lie concealed, on which the old Highland 
Chiefs, when they made contracts and alliances, uſed to 
take the oath, which was conſidered as more facred than 
any other obligation, and which could not be violated 
without the blackeſt infamy. In thoſe days of violence 
and rapine, it was of great importance to impreſs upon 
| favage minds the ſanctity of an oath, by ſome particular 


and extraordinary circumſtances. They would not have 


recourſe to the black ſtones, upon ſmall or common o- 
caſions, and when they had eſtabliſhed their faith by this 
tremendous ſanction, en and nn. were no 


* feared. 


The chapel of the nunnery is now uſed by the inhabi- 
tants as a kind of general cow-houſe, and the bottom is 
conſequently too miry for examination. Some of the 
ſtones which covered the later abbeſſes have inſcriptions, 
which might yet be read, if the chapel were cleanſed, 
The roof of this, as of all the other buildings, is totally 

- deſtroyed, not only becauſe timber quickly decays when it 

is neglected, but becauſe in an iſland utterly deſtitute of 
wood, it was wanted for uſe, and was conſequently 1 the 


firſt plunder of needy rapacity. 
The chancel of the nuns' chapel is 1 with an 


arch of ſtone, to which time has done no injury; and a 


| ſmall apartment communicating with the choir, on the 


north ſide, like the chapter-houſe in cathedrals, roofed 


with Kone 1 in the ſame manner, is likewiſe entire. 
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In one of the churches was a marble altar, which the 
ſuperſtition of the inhabitants has deſtroyed. Their 
opinion was, that a fragment of this ſtone was a defence 
againſt ſhipwrecks, fire, and miſcarriages. In one corner 
of the church the baſon for holy water is yet unbroken. 
The cemetery of the nunnery was, till very lately, re- 
garded with ſuch reverence, that only women were buried 
r in it. Theſe reliques of veneration always produce ſome 
ne 3 =_ V mournful pleaſure. I could have forgiven a great injury 
4 Went 4 Il -- ma—ore eaſily than the violation of this i imaginary ſanctity. | 
_— South of the chapel ſtand the walls of a large room, 
which was probably the hall, or refectory of the nunnery. 
This apartment is capable of repair. Of the reſt of the 
convent there are only fragmens. N 
Beſides the two principal churches, there are, I think, 
five chapels yet ſtanding, and three more remembered. 
There are alſo eroſſes, of which two bear the names of 8 
St. Jobn and St. Matthew. _ 
A large ſpace of ground about theſe conſecrated edi- 
| ices is covered with graveſtones, few of which have any 
"inſcription. He that ſurveys it, attended by an inſular 
antiquary, may be told where the Kings of many nations 
are buried; and if he loves to ſooth his imagination with 
the thoughts that naturally riſe in places where the great 
and the powerful lie wingled with the duſt, let him liſten 
in ſubmiſſive filence 5 for if he aſks any 2 his de- ne 
light! is at an end. 
ona has long EVAN without any very credible atteſ= 
tation, the honour of being reputed the cemetery of the 
SS __ "Scottiſh Kings. It i is not unlikely, that, when the opinion 
| 1 =_ of local ſanctity was prevalent, the Chieftains of the Iſles, 
—_—_ X7and perhaps ſome of the Norwegian or Iriſh princes, were 
repoſited in this venerable encloſure. But by whom the 
ſubter- 
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ſubterraneous vaults are peopled is now utterly un- 
known. The graves are very numerous, and ſome of 
them undoubtedly contain the remains of men, who did 
not expect to be ſo ſoon forgotten. 

Not far from this awful ground, may be traced the 
garden of the monaſtery : the fiſhponds are yet diſcernible, 
and the aqueduct, which ſupplied them, is ſtill in uſe. 
| There remains a broken building, which is called the 
| Biſhop's houſe, I know not by what authority. It was 
once the reſidence of ſome man above the common rank, 

for it has two ſtories and a chimney. We were ſhewn a 
chimney at the other end, which was only a nich, with- 


| out perforation; but ſo much does antiquarian credulity, 
or patriotick vanity prevail, that it was not much more 


ſafe to truſt the eye of our inſtructor than the me- 
mory. NEG 


no poſſeſs it, the chimney is of no great value ; for their 
fire was made on the floor, in the middle of the room, 


and notwithſtanding the dignity of their manſion, they 


rejoiced, like their neighbours, in the comforts of ſmoke. 


It is obſerved, that eccleſiaſtical colleges are always in 
te moſt pleaſant and fruitful places. _ While the world 
. allowed the monks their choice, it is ſurely no diſhonour 


that they choſe well. This Iſland is remarkably fruitful. 


The village near the churches is ſaid to contain ſeventy 


families, which, at five in a family, is more than a hun- 


dred inhabitants to a mile. There are perhaps other 1 


 lages ; yet both corn and cattle are annually exported. 
But the fruitfulneſs of Tona js now its whole proſperity, 


The inhabitants are remarkably roſs, and remarkably 
RR neglected ; 


There i is in | the Iland one lend more, ond only one, 
that has a chimney ; ; we entered it, and found it neither 
wanting repair nor inhabitants ; but to the farmers, who 
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11 a 
neglected: I know not if they are viſited by any Mini. 
ter. The Iſland, which was once the metropolis of 
learning and piety, has now no ſchool for education, nor 
temple for worſhip, only two inhabitants that can ſpeak 
Engliſh, and not one that can write or read, 

The people are of the Clan of Maclean; and though 
Sir Allan had not been in the place for many years, he 
was received with all the reverence due to their Chieftain. 
One of them being ſharply reprehended by him, for not 
fending him ſome rum, declared after his departure, in 
Mr. BofwelPs preſence, that he had no deſign of diſap- 
pointing him, for, ſaid he, I would cut my bones for him; 
and if he had ſent his dog for it, he ſhould have had it. 
When we were to depart, our boat was left by the ebb 
at a great diſtance from the water, but no ſooner did we 
wiſh it afloat, than the iſlanders gathered round it, and, 
by the union of many hands, puſhed it down the beach; 

every man who could contribute his help ſeemed to think > 
himſelf happy in the opportunity of being, for a n 5 
uſeful to his Chief. 


We now left thoſe Muſdrics ruins, by which Mr. 

— wel! was much affected, nor would I willingly be 
thought to have looked upon them without ſome emotion. 
Perhaps, in the revolutions of the world, Tonga may be 
5 ſometime again the inſtructreſs of the Weſtern Regions. 
It was no long voyage to Mull, where, under Sir [Alan's 
0 protection, we landed in the evening, „ and were enter 
tained for the night by Mr. Maclean, a Mipiſter that lives 
upon the coaſt, whoſe elegance of converſation, and 
ſtrength of judgment, would make him conſpicuous in 
places of greater celebrity. Next day we dined with Dr. 
Maclean, another — and then travelled on to the 
2 houſe 


„„ 
houſe of a very powerful Laird, Maclean of Lochbuy; for 
in this country every man's name is Maclean. 

Where races are thus numerous, and thus combined, 


none but the chief of a clan is addreſſed by his name. 
The Laird of Dunvegan is called Macleod, but other gen- 


tlemen of the ſame family are denominated by the places 


where they reſide, as Raaſa or Taliſter. The diſtinction 


of the meaner people is made by their Chriſtian names. 
In conſequence of this practice, the late Laird of Mac- 
farlane, an eminent genealogiſt, conſidered himſelf as diſ- 


_ reſpectfully treated, if the common addition was applied to 
him. Mr. Macfarlane, ſaid he, may with equal propriety 


be ſaid to many but 5 and I _ am I 


22 7 IcolMEK ILL, and + Thand f Srarra, 
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The iſland belongs to the pariſh of Roſe, in Mall ; ; is 
hoon: miles long, and one broad; the eaſt ſide moſtly | 
flat; the middle riſes into ſmall hills ; the welt fide very 
rude and * the whole is a ſingular mixture of rock 


N and fertility. 


Took boat and landed on the ſpot called the hs of 
Martyrs : the place where the bodies of thoſe who were 


do be interred in this holy ground, were received, _—_ 
: the period of ſuperſtition. 5 


Walked about a quarter of a mile to the ſouth, in order : 
to fix on a convenient ſpot for pitching a rude tent, formed 
of oars and fails, as our day reſidence, during our ſtay on | 


: the iſland, 


Obſerve : a little beyond, an oblong inclaure, bounded : 
by a ſtone dike, called Clachnan Druinach, and ſuppoſed 


to have been the burial place of the Druids, for bones 
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11 ] 
of various Sa are found there. I have no doubt but 
that Dru:diſm was the original religion of this place; 
yet I ſuppoſe this to have been rather the common ceme- 
tery of the people of the town, which lies almoſt cloſe to 
the Bay of Martyrs. 

Having ſettled the buſineſs of our tent, return through 
the town, conſiſting at preſent of about fifty houſes, | 


moſtly very mean, thatched with ſtraw of bear pulled up 
by the roots, and bound tight on the roof with ropes 
made of heath. Some of the houſes that lie a little be- 


yond the reſt ſeemed to have been better conſtructed than 


the others, and to have been the manſions of the inhabi- 
tants when the place was in a flouriſhing ſtate, but at 
D preſent are in a very ruinous condition. 


_ Viſit every place i in the order that they lay from the 


village. The firſt was the ruin of the nunnery, filled N 


vith canoneſſes of St. Auguſtine, and conſecrated to St. 


Oran. They were permitted to live in community for a 
conſiderable time after the reformation, and wore a white 
. goun - and above it a rotchet of fine linen *. 


The church was fifty-eight feet by twenty: 0 10 
of the eaſt end is entire, is a pretty vault made of very 


thin ſtones, bound together by four ribs meeting in the 
centre. The floor is covered ſome feet thick with cow- 
dung; ; this place being at preſent the common ſhelter for 
_ the cattle ; and the iſlanders are too lazy to remove —_ 
fine manure, the collection of a nn to enrich their 
grounds. 


With much difficulty, 5 virtue of fair words, and a a 


bribe, prevail on one of theſe liſtleſs fellows to remove a 
great quantity of this dung-hill ; and by that means once 


* Keith, 280, | 
TT 


11 
more expoſe to light the tomb of the laſt prioreſs. Her 
figure is cut on the face of the ſtone; an angel on each 
ſide ſupports her head; and above them is a little plate 
and a comb. The prioreſs occupies only one half of the 
ſurface: the other is filled with the form of the virgin 
Maxy, with head crowned and mitred ; the child in 
ber arms; and, to denote her Queen of Heaven, a ſun and | 
moon appear above. At her feet is this addreſs, from the 
prioreſs: Sana MARIA ora pro me: And round the 
lady is inſcribed, Hic jacet Domina Anna Donaldi Ter- 
leti * filia quondam Prioriſa de Jon quæ obiit ate 
my do x19 ejus animam ALTISSIMO commendamus. 
Mr. Stuart, who ſome time paſt viſited this place, in- 
formed me, that at that time he obſerved this fragment of 


another inſcription : Hic jacet Mariota yur Johan: : 
| Lauchlani — h EE ab 

| Beſides this place of Lins, was another on the 

5 outſide, allotted for the nuns; where, at a reſpectable 
diſtance from the virtuous recluſes, lies in ſolitude, ; a frail TR 
| ſiſter. 
Advance from hence FOR a Avoid paved way, which 

is continued in a line from the nunnery to the cathe- 
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| dral : another branches from it to the Bay of Martyrs : . ll 
and a third, narrower than the others, * towards the | 
8 | 0 

On this rand i is F . ad elegant nk called that of 10 

| Afoctions one of three hundred and ſixty, that were ſtand- ih 0 1 
ing in this iſland at the reformation +, but Immediately = 100 
after were almoſt entirely demoliſhed by order of a pro- 100 
= vincial * held in the iſland. 1. ſeems to have 0 : 
Or Charles. Wi 


+ Short Deſcr, of Jona, 1693, later Libr, * 8. 


4 * Za 22 
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7 
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bom cuſtomary in Scotland for individuals to erect crolles, 
probably in conſequence of ſome vow, or 7 out of 
a vain hope of perpetuating their memory. 
_ Arrive at Relig ourain, or the burying-place of Oran : 
a vaſt encloſure; the great place of interment for the 
number of monarchs who were depoſited here; and for 
the potentates of every iſle, and their lineage ; for all were 
| ambitious of lying in this holy ſpot. The place is in a 
manner filled with grave-ſtones, but ſo overgrown with 
_ weeds, eſpecially with the common butter-bur, that very 
few are at preſent to be ſeen. 
I was very defirous of viewing the 8 of the dings; 5 
7 deſcribed by the Dean of the iſles, and from him by 
Buchanan: the former ſays , that in his time there were 
three, built in form of little chapels: on one was in- 
| ſcribed, Tumulus Regum Scotiæ. In this were depoſited 


the remains of forty-eight Seottiſb monarchs, beginning 
with Fergus II. and ending with the famous Macbeth: 


for his ſucceſſor, Malcolm Canmore, decreed, for the future, 
Dumferline to be the place of royal ſepulture +. Of the 
Scottiſh monarchs interred in Jona, ſixteen are pretended 5 

do de of the race of f this, and are ſtyled, * Ail- 
peanach, LI 

55 Fergus was the ener of this Ae ( Buethius 1 
calls it Abbatia * +); and not only directed, that it ſhould be 
the ſepulchre of his ſucceſſors, but alſo cauſed an office 
to be compoſed for the funeral ceremony. - 

The next was inſcribed, Tumulus Recum Hiberaie, ; 
containing four Irifh monarchs: and the third, Tumulus 
Rx Gu Norwegie, containing eight Norwegian princes, 
or more probably viceroys, of the Hebrides, while > they 

were ſubject to that crown. : 
» P. 19. eee + Boethins, lib. vii. p. 122. 
T Lib, vü. $ 119. 888 - 
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But of theſe celebrated tombs we could diſcover no- 
thing more than certain ſlight remains, that were built in 
a ridged form, and arched within ; but the inſcriptions 
were loſt. Theſe are called, Fomaire nan rigb, or, The 
ridge of the kings. Among theſe ſtones were found two 


with galic inſcriptions, and the form of a croſs carved on 
| each: the words on one were, Cros Domhail fat afich, or, 


The croſs of Donald Long-ſhanks : the other ſignified 
the croſs of Urchvine o Guin. The letters were thoſe of 
the moſt ancient Iriſh alphabet, exhibited i in TE * 


9 grammar. 


Among the ſame ſtones is al the following: Hie ja- ü 
cent quatuor Priores de Hv, Jobannes, Hugenius, Pa- 


tricius; in decretis olim Bacularius * obiit an. Dom. 
millesme quingenteſimo. 


Il am indebted to Mr. Stuart for theſe three es nw” 
which he met with in his former voyage; arriving before 


the growth of the all- covering weeds, Mr. Frazier, fon 


to the Dean of the iſles, informed Mr. Sacheverel, go- 


vernor of the iſle of Man, who viſited Jona in 1688, that 
his father had collected there three hundred inſcriptions, | 
and preſented them to the Earl of Argyle; which were : 


- afterwards loſt in the troubles of the family. 


The chapel of St. Oran ſtands in this ſpace, which 
; legend reports to have been the fir ſt building n 5 


by St. Columba, 


In Oran's chapel are ſeveral tombs, and near it t many 


more: within, beneath a receſs formed with three neat- 
pointed arches, is a tomb-ſtone with a ſhip and wks 5 


_ ornaments, I forget whether the ſails were furled : 


that caſe the deceaſe was deſcended from the ancient kites . 


of Man of the Mrmxien + race, who uſed thoſe arms. 


* Lib. vi. p. 90. * Doctor — 
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Near the ſouth end tis the tomb of the abbot Mac- 

kinnon's father, inſcribed, Hæc eſt crux Lauchlani Me. 

Fingon et ejus filii Johannis Abbatis de Hy. —_—_ an. 

i" Dom. m**ccccLxxxIx. 

—  . Another of Macdonald of Ilay and Cantyre, commonly 

5 called Innus, or Angus oig, the chief of the name. He was 

a ſtrong friend to Robert Bruce, and was with him at the 

battle of Bannoctbourne. His inſcription is, Hic jacet 

corpus Anguſii filii Domini Auguſii Me, Dombnill de 
—:.. . RES 

In another place lies the grave-ſtone of Ailean Nan 

So, a Ceatharnarch, or head of a party, of the name of 

Macleane ; from whom is deſcended the family of Torbbiſg. 

The ſtone is ornamented with carving and a ſhip. 

* A AMacleane, of Col, appears in armour, with a ſword 

=. in his left hand. A Macleane, of Duart, with armour, 

= ſhield and two-handed ſword. And a third, of the ſame 
name of the family of Lochbuy : his right hand graſps a 
piſtol, his left a ſword. Beſides theſe, are numbers of 

| Other ancient heroes, whoſe very names haye periſhed, 
and they deprived of their expected glory: their lives 


_ n Rr 


0 were like the path of an arrow, cloſed up and loſt as ſoon 

as paſt; and probably in thoſe times of e as 

fatal to their fellow - creatures. 1 : 
About ſeventy feet ſouth of the chapel is 2 red unpo- N 

WE liſhed ſtone ; beneath which lies a nameleſs king 8 
EEE France. But the memory of the famous old doctor of 3 

Aull has had a better fate, and i is preſerved i in theſe words: 

-...  _ facet Johannes Betonus Maclenorum familie, me- 

dicus, qui mortuus eft 19 Novembris 1657. Et. 63 

Donaldus Betonus fecit. 1674. 

A little north-weſt of the doar is the pedeſtal of. * 

ca on it are certain ſtones, that ſeem to have been 


( 23 Y 
the ſupports of a tomb. Numbers who viſit this iland 
I ſuppoſe the ELECT impatient for the conſummation of 
all things) think it incumbent on them to turn each of 
theſe thrice round, according to the courſe of the ſun. 


They are called Clacha-brath ; for it is thought that the 


brath, or end of the world, will not arrive till the ſtone 


on which they ſtand is worn through. Originally, ſays 
Mr. Sacheverel, here were three noble globes, of white 
marble, placed on three ſtone baſons, and theſe were 
turned round 3 but the ſynod ordered them, and ſixty 
croſſes, to be thrown into the ſea. The preſent ſtones 


are probabiy ſubſtituted in place of theſe globes. 


The precinct of theſe tombs was held ſacred, and en- 
joyed the privileges of a Girth, or ſanctuary *. Theſe 
places of retreat were by the ancient Scotch law, not to 
| ſhelter indiſcriminately every offender, as was the caſe in 
more bigotted times in catholic countries: for here all 
atrocious criminals were excluded ; and only the unfor- : 
tunate delinquent, or the penitent finner ſhielded from the 
inſtant ſtroke of rigorous juſtice. The laws are penned 
with ſuch humanity and good ſenſe, that the reader can- 
not be 4 with * them in their native im- : 


1 12 +. 


„ any fleis to Hain Emi moved with repentance 5 
= ; cotta there that he heavilie ſinned, and for the love : 
| © of Gop is come to the houſe of Goy for ſafetie of him- 
c ſelf, he fall nocht tine life nor limme bot quhat he has 
© taken frae anie man he fall reſtore ſae-meikill to him, 


| * and! fall arihe the King according to the law of the 


0 countrie. 


* Fordun, lib. U. c 10. 
t From the Regiam majeftatem, | 
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«© And fwa fall fwere upon che HALIE EVANGELL that 


© there-after he ſall never commit reif nor theift. Alex. 


51h S ©: 
© If ane manſlayer takes himſelf to the immunitie of 
© the Kirk he ſould be admoniſſed and required to come 


© forth and preſent himſelf to the law; to knaw gif the 


« ſlauchter was committed be forthocht felonie or mur- | 


© ther, 
And gif he be admoniſed and will not come furth ; 


« fra that time furth in all time thereafter he ſal be ba- 
© niſhed and exiled as ane committer of murther and : 
© forethocht felonie ; keep and reſervand to him the im- 


c * munitie of the kirk to the whilk he take himſelf, * Rob. 


11. c. 9. 


Particular care was alſo men that they ſhould receive - 


no injury during their retreat : penalties were enacted for = 
even ſtriking ; but for the murder of any, The King was 


© to have from the ſlayer twentye nine kyes and ane zoung 


6 kow; and the offender was alſo to aſſithe to the friends 
of the defunct conforme to the laws of the cuntrie. 
Wil. c. 5. 


The cathedral lies a little to the north ofthis 8 * 


is in the form of a croſs. The length from eaſt to welt 
is a hundred and fifteen feet. The breadth twenty three. 5 

The length of the tranſept ſeventy. Over the centre is a 
handſome tower: on each of which is a window with 


ſtone work of different forms in every one. 
On the ſouth fide of the chancel are ſome Gothic ; 
arches ſupported by pillars, nine feet eight inches bigh, 


including the capitals ; and eight feet nine inches in cir- 


cumference. The capitals are quite peculiar; earved 
round with various ſuperſtitious res 3 among others is 
an angel weighing of ſouls, | 


The 


3 CY 3 „ 
The altar was of white marble veined with grey, and 


the chancel: but Mr. Sacheverel *, who ſaw it when al- 
moſt entire, aſſures us, that the "is was fix feet by 
four. . 


The demolition of this ſtone was owing to the belief of 


the ſuperſtitious; who were of opinion, that a piece of it 


conveyed to the poſſeſſor ſucceſs in whatever he under- 
took. A very ſmall portion is now left ; and even n that 
we contributed to diminiſn. 

Near the altar is che tomb of the abbot Actions. 


| His figure lies recumbent, with this inſcription round the 
margin : Hic jacet Johannes Mac-Fingone abbas de Hy, 
qui obiit anno Domini Millefs mo quingenteſin mo cujus animæ 


propitietur DEus altiſſo mus. Amen. 


On the other fide is the tomb and Figure. of Abbot 


I Kenneth. 


On the floor i is IS * of an' n knight, with a | 


whilk by his ſide, as if he juſt had r 
feaſt of ſhells in the hall of Fingal. 


All the tombs lie eaſt and weſt ; the head to the welt; 2 
| probably 1 from a ſuperſtition that at the general reſurrec- 


ny they may riſe with their faces to the eaſt. 


It is difficult to ſay when the preſent church was bale; 43 

= if we may credit Boethius, it was rebuilt by Malduinus, 

in the ſeventh century, out of the ruins of the former. 

2 But the preſent ſtructure is far too magnificent for that 
age. Moſt of the walls are built with red granite from 


f the Nuns Ilie i in the ſound. 


Prom the ſouth eaſt corner are two . walls about 
twelve feet high, and ten feet diſtant from each other. At 


P. 132. 


is vulgarly ſuppoſed to have reached from ſide to ſide of 
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1 
preſent they are called Dorus tragh, or the door to the 
ſhore: are ſuppoſed to have been continued from the 
cathedral to the ſea, to have been roofed, and to have 
formed a covered gallery the whole way. 

In the church yard is a fine croſs, fourteen feet high, 
two feet two inches broad, and ten inches thick, made 
of a ſingle piece of red granite. The * is three 

5 * high. 1 
Near the ſouth eaſt * is Mary 8 chapel. Beſides 
this, we are informed, that there were ſeveral others 
founded by the Scottiſh monarchs, and the * of the 
ues ®, 
The . lies behind the 8 11 is in a 
- moſt ruinous ſtate ; a ſmall remnant of a cloiſter i is left. 
In a corner are ſome black ſtones, held ſo ſacred, but for 
what reaſon 1 am ignorant, that it was cuſtomary to 
ſwear by them : perhaps from their being neighbours to 


— the tutelar ſaint, whoſe grave is almoſt adjacent. 5 


Boetbius * gives this monaſtery an earlier antiquity g 
| thaw perhaps it can juſtly claim. He ſays, that after the 
defeat of the Scots, at the battle of Munda, A. D. 379, 
the ſurvivors with all. religious fled to this iſland ; and 
were the original founders of this houſe. But the ac- 
count given by the venerable Bede is much more pro- 


LR bable, that St. Columba was the original founder. 


Ry North of the monaſtery are the remains of the biſhop” "i 
| houſe; the reſidence of the biſhops of the iſles after the 
iſle of Man was ſeparated from them. This event hap- f 


pened in the time of Edw. I. On their arrival the abbots 
permitted to them the uſe of their church, for — never 


ol — lib. 1 c. 3. Dean of the iſles 19. 
+ Lib. vi. P. 108, oy; 55 


=o 
had a cathedral of their own, except that in the iſle of 
Man. During the time of the Norwegian reign, which 
| laſted near two hundred years, the biſhops were choſen 
without reſpect of country, for we find French, Norwegian, 
Engliſh, and Scotch among the prelates; and they were 
generally, but not always, conſecrated at Drontheim. 

This ſee was endowed with e thirteen iſlands ; but ſome 

of them were forced from them by the tyranny of ſome = 

the little chieftains; thus, for example, Raſa, as the 
honeſt DEAN ſays, was pertaining to Mac-Gyllychallan by 
the ſword, and to the biſhop of the iſles by heritage. 
Proceed on our walk. To the weſt of the convent is 

the abbot's mount, overlooking the whole. Beneath ſeem 

to have been the gardens, once well cultivated, for we 
are told that the monks mim from other places 5 

| herbs both eſculent and medicinal. 

x Beyond the mount are the ruins of a kiln, and —_ 
granary : and near it was the mill. The lake or pool 
that ſerved i it lay behind ; ;. it is now drained, and is the 5 

turbery, the fuel of the natives: it appears to have been 

once divided, for along the middle runs a raiſed way, 
pointing to the hills. They neglect at preſent the con- 
venieney of a mill, and uſe only querns. 
North from the granary extends a narrow flat, whh 8 
double dike and foſs on one ſide, and a ſingle dike A 
other. At the end is a ſquare containing a cairn and ſunr̃p 
rounded with a ſtohe dike. This is called a burial place: N | 1 
it muſt have been in very early times cotemporary with 
other cairns, perhaps in the days of Druidiſm. For 
dichop Pocock mentions, that he had ſeen two ſtones ſeven 
feet high, with a third laid acroſs on their tops, an evident 
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' Cromlth + he alſo adds, that the Iriſh name of the iſland 


was Iniſb Drunifh ; which agrees with the account I have 
ſomewhere read, that Jona had been the ſeat of Druids 
expelled by Columba, who found them there. 

Before I quit this height, I muſt obſerve, that the 
whole of their religious buildings were covered on the 


north ſide by dikes, as a protection from the northern 


invaders, who paid little regard to the ſanctity of their 
characters. 


At preſent, this once ee ſeat & learning i is defti- 


tute of even a ſchool- maſter ; and this ſeminary of holy 


men wants even a miniſter to aſſiſt them in the common 
duties of religion. 


Croſs the iſland over a moſt batte vlevated tract to the 


ſouth welt ſide, to viſit the landing place of St. Columba 3 

a ſmall bay, with a pebbly beach, mixed with variety of 

pretty ſtones, ſach as violet- coloured Quartz, Nepbritic 

ſtones, and fragments of porphyry, granite and Zeblitz 

: marble: a vaſt tract near this place was covered with 
heaps of ſtones, of unequal ſizes ; theſe, as is aid, 
were the penances of monks, who were to raiſe heaps = 

| dimenſions equal to their crimes : and to judge by ſome, 
it is no breach of charity to think there 1 were e among them 85 
enormous ſinners. . e 3 

> Phe traveller muſt not neglect to hd the kill of 

: Hive i; from whoſe ſummit is a moſt pictureſque view of 5 
te long chain of little iſlands, neighbours to this ; . of the 
long low iſles of Cl and Tir- I to the welt; and the vaſt 
height of Rum and Sie to the north. 


At eight of the clock in the morning, with the firſt fair 


2 wind we yet had, ſet fail for the ſound : the view of 
Jena, its cluſtered town, the great ruins, and the fer- 


tility 


19 1 
tility of the ground, were fine contraſts, | in our paſſage | to 
the red granite rocks of the barren Mull. 


Leoch-Screban, in Mull, ſoon opens to our view. After 
paſſing a cape, placed in our maps far too projectingly, ſee 


Loch. in a-Caal; a deep bay, with the iſles of Ulva and 


Gometra i in its mouth. 


On the weſt appears the beautiful groupe of the , 
Treaſhuniſh iſles *. Neareſt lies STAFFA, a new giant's 
cauſeway, riſing amidſt the waves ; but with columns of 
double the height of that in Ireland ; gloſſy and reſplen- 
dent, from the beams of the eaſtern ſun. Their greateſt 
height was at the ſouthern point of the iſle, of which they : 
ſeemed the ſupport. They decreaſed in height in pro- 


portion as they advanced along that face of Staffa 


oppoſed to us, or the eaſtern fide ; at length appeared 
loſt in the formleſs ſtrata : and the reſt of the iſland that 
appeared to us was formed of ſlopes to the water edge, or 
of rude but not lofty precipices. Over part of the iſle, on 
the weſtern fide, was plainly to be ſeen a vaſt precipice, 

ſcemingly columnar, like the preceding. I wiſhed to make 
a a nearer approach, but the prudence of Mr. Thompſon, 


who was unwilling to venture in theſe rocky ſeas, pre- 


vented my farther ſearch of this wondrous ile: I could 
do no more than cauſe an accurate view to be taken of its 
| eaſtern ſide, and of thoſe of the other pictureſque iſlands 
then in ſi ght. But it is a great conſolation to me, as well 
as to the public, that I am able to ſay, Flt drin yalerick 


| Du uldem N mir p uſo. 


; fderable « diſtance too far to the North, 
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Mervern ſide, oppoſite to a gentleman's houſe, - called 
Drumnen : the owner of it, Mr. Macleane, having found 
out who we were, very cordially aſked us aſhore : we ac- 
cepted his invitation, and arrived at his houſe; where 
we met an Engliſh gentleman, Mr. Leach *, who no 
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Account of STAFFA, communicated to Mr. PENNANT by 
JosErR Banks, E 


hs the ſound of Mull we came to anchor, on the 


ſooner ſaw us than he told us, that about nine leagues 


from us was an iſland where he believed no one even itt 


the highlands had been 4, on which were pillars like thoſe 


of the Giant's-Cauſeway : this was a great object to me 
who had wiſhed to have ſeen the cauſeway itſelf, would 
time have allowed: I therefore reſolved to proceed di- 
rectly, eſpecially as it was juſt in the way to the Columb 
il; accordingly having put up two days proviſions, and 
my little tent, we put off in the boat about one o'clock for 

| our intended voyage, having ordered the ſhip to wait for 
us in Tobirmore, a very fine harbour on the Mull = 


At nine o'clock, after a tedious paſſage, having had 


= not a breath of wind, we arrived, under the direction of | 
Mr. Macleane's ſon, and Mr. Leach. It was too dark io 
ſee any thing, fo we carried our tent and baggage near the 
5 wy houſe | upon. the iſland, and began t to cook; our ſup- 


* 1 cannot but expreſs the oblignions I "War to this a 3 


- for his very kind intentions of informing me of this matchleſs cu- 
riofity ; for I am informed that he purſued me in a boat far twe 
miles, to acquaint me with what he had obſerved but unfortunately 
for me, we out - ſailed his liberal intention. 


When I lay in the found of Jona, two 3 from the 


iſle of Mull, and whoſe ſettlements were there, ſeemed to know no- 


thing of this Place; at leaſt they ne ver *.! it as any thing | 


_—— = ———— 


E 
pers, in order to be prepared for the earlieſt a 
enjoy that which from the converſation of the gentlemen 
we had now raiſed the higheſt expectations of. 

The impatience which every body felt to ſee the 
Wonders we had heard ſo largely deſcribed, prevented our 
morning's reſt ; every one was up and in motion before the 
break of day, and with the firſt light arrived at the S. W. 
part of the iſland, the ſeat of the moſt remarkable pillars ; 
where we no ſooner arrived than we were ſtruck with a 
ſcene of magnificence which exceeded our expectations, 
though formed, as we thought, upon the moſt ſanguine 
foundations : the whole of that end of the iſland ſup- 
ported by ranges of natural pillars, moſtly above 50 feet 

high, ſtanding in natural colonnades, according as the bays | 
or points of land formed themſelves : upon à firm baſis of 


5 ſolid unformed rock, above theſe, the ſtratum which reaches 


to the ſoil or ſurface of the iſland, varied in thickneſs, as 
the iſland itſelf formed into hills or vallies ; each kill, 


which hung over the columns below, fakes an ample 1 
pediment; ſome of theſe abave 60 feet in thickneſs, from 


the baſe to the point, formed by the ſloping of the hill on 
each ſide, almoſt into the "ge" of thoſe uſed i in  archi- 


tecture. 


fancied himſelf to exceed his miſtreſs, Nature, is 


| WM e 1s taken natice of by Puckangn, but i in the e man- 
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Compared to this what are the cathedrals or the 1 
; palaces built by man! mere models or playthings, im- 

_ - rations as diminutive as his works will always be when 
compared to thoſe of nature. Where is now the boaſt of 

the architect? Regularity, the only part in which he 

1 s here 

found in her poſſeſſion, and here it has been for ages 
undeſcribed . Is not this the ſchool where the art was 
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and is now to be DEN of. 


3 E . 
originally ſtudied, and what had been added to this by 
the whole Grecian ſchool? a capital to ornament the 


column of nature, of which they could execute only a 


model; and for that very capital they were obliged to a 
buſh of Acanthus: how amply does nature bas thoſe 


who ſtudy her wonderful works! 


„With our minds full of ſuch reflections we proceeded 


along the ſhore, treading upon another Giant's Cauſeway, 
every ſtone being regularly formed into a certain number 


— — 


of ſides and angles, till in a ſhort time we arrived at the 
mouth of a cave, the moſt magnificent, 1 {uppole, that 


has ever been deſcribed by travellers. 5 
The mind can hardly form an idea more magnificent 


Sik ſuch a ſpace, ſupported on each fide by ranges of co- 
lumns; and roofed by the bottoms of thoſe, which have 
been broke off in order to form it ; between the angles of 
which a yellow ſtalagmitic matter has exuded, which 
ſerves to define the angles preciſely; and at the ſame time 
vary the colour with a great deal of elegance; and to render 
it ſtill more agreeable, the whole is lighted from without; 
ſwo that the fartheſt extremity is very plainly ſeen from 
without, and the air within being agitated by the flux and 
reflux of the tides, is perfectly dry and wholeſome, free 
entirely from the damp vapours with which natural ca- 
verns in general abound. = T — 
We aſked the name of it: aid our guide, the cave 
of Fiubn z what is Fiuhn ? aid we, Fiuhn Mac Coul, whom 
the tranſlator of Of lan's works has called "ug How 


ner; z and among the 3 who have navigated theſe ſeas, none 
have paid the leaſt attention to its grand and ing characteriſtic, | 
till this preſent —— 


This iſland is the property of Mr. Lauchlan Mac-Quarie, of Ukua, 


fortunate 


E 


fortunate that in this cave we ſhould meet with the re- 


membrance of that chief, whoſe exiſtence, as well as that 


of the whole Epic poem, is almoſt doubted in England. 


Enough for the beauties of Staffa ; 1 ſhall now pro- 


ceed to deſcribe it and its productions more | philoſo- 
phically : 
The little iſland it Staffa lies on the welt coaſt of 


Mull, about three leagues N. E. from Jona, or the Co- 
lumb Kill: its greateſt length is about an Engliſb mile, 
and its breadth about half a one. On the weſt ſide of the 


: iſland is a ſmall bay, where boats generally land: a little 


to the ſouthward of which the firſt appearance of pillars 
is to be obſerved ; they are ſmall, and inſtead of being 
Placed upright, lie down on their ſides, each forming EH 


ſegment of a circle : from thence you paſs a ſmall cave, 
above which, the pillars now grown a little larger, are 


| Inclining in all directions: in one place in particular a «7 


| ſmall maſsof them very much reſembles the ribs of a ſhip*: 


from hence having paſſed the cave, which if it is not low 


water, you muſt do in a boat, you come to the firſt ranges 


ol pillars, which are ſtill not above half as large as thoſe 


a little beyond. Over againſt this place is a ſmall iſland, 


called in Erſe, Boo. ſba- Ia, ſeparated from the main, by a 
channel not many fathoms wide; this whole iſland i is 
8 compoſed of pillars without any ſtratum above them: they 
are ſtill ſmall, but by much the neateſt formed of any 


about the place. DRE — 


* The Giant s | Cauſeway has i its Ladies pillars; 3 but I imagine. 
them to be very different from theſe. Thoſe I ſaw were ere, and 
ran along the face of a high cliff, bent ſtrangely i in their middle, as 


if unable, at their original formation, while in a ſoft ſtate, to n 


Ds the maſs of incumbent earth that preſſed on them, _ 
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I much queſtion, however, if any one of this whole iſland 
of Boo. ſba- la, is two feet in diameter. 


[4] 
The firſt diviſion of the iſland, for at high water it 


is divided into two, makes a kind of a cone, the pillars 
f converging together towards the centre: on the other, 
they are in general laid down flat, and in the front next 
to the main, you ſee how beautifully they are packed to- 
gether; their ends coming out ſquare with the bank which 
they form: all theſe have their tranſverſe ſections exact, 


and their ſurfaces ſmooth, which is by no means the caſe 
with the large ones, which are cracked in all directions. 


„ The main iſland oppolite to Beo-ſha-la and farther 


towards the N. W. is ſupported by ranges of pillars pretty 

5 erect, and, though not tall (as they are not uncovered to 
the baſe), of large diameters ; and at their feet is an irre- 
gular pavement, made by the upper ſides of ſuch as have 
deen broken off, which extends as far under water as the 
eye can reach. Here the forms of the pillars are appa- : 

rent; theſe are of three, four, five, ſix and ſeven ſides 'Y 
but the numbers of five and fix are by much the moſt 

| prevalent. The largeſt meaſured was of ſeven ; it was 
four feet five inches i in diameter. 1 fhall give the mea- 


= furement of its o, and thoſe of ſome other forms which 


1 met with: ED 
5 No. . 1 5 in. No.2. - gſdesdiam. alt 10g ; 
Ft. In. 

Side 1 7 1 1 10 
2 1 I 2 110 
3 1 6 3 5 
1 + x 4 1 72 
5 * 8 
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oy 6 ide diam. 3 ft. 6 in. No. 4. 7 ſides diam. 4 ft. g in- 


1 010 


2 10 
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« The ſurfaces of theſe large villars | in general are 


rough and uneven, full of cracks in all directions; the | 
tranſverſe figures in the upright ones never fail to run in 
their true directions: the ſurfaces upon which we walked 
were often flat, having neither concavity nor convexity : 


the larger number however were concave, though ſome 


| were very evidently convex ; in ſome places the interſtices 
within the perpendicular ſigures were filled up with a 
yellow ſpar: in one place a vein paſſed in among the maſs 
of pillars, carrying here and there ſmall threads of ſpar. 
Though they were broken and cracked through and 
through in all directions, yet their perpendicular figures 
might eaſily be traced : from whence it is eaſy to infer, 
that whatever the accident might have been, that cauſed 
the diſlocation, it pp after the formation of the . 


Pillars. 


8 From hence proceeding along 8 you arrive at - 
a Fingal's cave: its dimenſions though 1 have . * 


* here 5 repeat in the form of a : ; 
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Length of the cave from the rock without, 371 
From the pitch of the arch 250 
Breadth of ditto, at the a, — 1 
At the farther end, - - " 


At the end, A -- "a 
Height of an outſide pillar, — 39 
Of one at the N. W. corner, = 24 - 
Depth of water at the mouth, „ --— oY 
At the bottom, © 0 5M . 9 © 
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The cave runs into the rock | in the direction of N. E. by 
E. by the compaſs. 


«© Proceeding farther to the N. W. you meet with the 


higheſt ranges of pillars, the magnificent appearance of 
which is paſt all deſcription : here they are bare to 


their very baſis, and the ſtratum below them is alſo vi- 


fible*: in a ſhort time it riſes many feet above the water, 
and gives an opportunity of examining its quality. Its 
 furface rough, and has often large lumps of ſtone ſticking 
in it, as if half immerſed ; itſelf, when broken is com- 
poſed of a thouſand heterogeneous parts, which together 
have very much the appearance of a Lava; and the more 
ſo as many of the lumps appear to be of the very ſame 
lone of which the pillars are formed: this whole ſtratum 
lies! in an inclined poſition, dipping gradually towards the 


S. E. As hereabouts is the ſituation of the higheſt pil- 


Jars, I ſhall mention my meaſurements of them and the 
different ſtrata in this place, premiſing that the meaſure- 
ments were made with a line, held in the hand of a per- 
ſon who ſtood at the top of a cliff, and reaching to the 


bottom, to the lower end of which was tied a white 


mark, which was obſerved by one who ſtaid below for 
the 


5 27 3 
the purpoſe: : when this mark was ſet off from the water, 
the perſon below noted i it down, and made ſignal to him 
above, who made then a mark in his rope: whenever 
this mark paſſed a notable place, the ſame ſignal was made, 
and the name of the place noted down as before: the line 
being all hauled up, and the diftances between the marks 
meaſured and noted down, gave, when compared with 
the book kept below, the — as for inſtance i in the 
cave: 
No. 1. in the been below, was called from the water 
to the foot of the firſt pillar in the book above ; No. 1. 5 
gave 36 feet 8 inches, the higheſt of that aſcent, Which 
was nas. of broken * 
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No. I, Pillar at the welt corner of kinga s ca cave. 
SY 
I From the water to the foot of the pillar, 1 
2 Height of the pillar, VV 37 3 


— 


. 3 Stratum above the pillar, FVV 


3 — 
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* — wah, — — . _ — — — 
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No. 2. FingaPs care. 


1 From the water to the foot of the Pillar, 236 
» Height of the vs, - - 
3 From the "up of the e pillar to the top of the 5 
8 arch, 5 1 — i Ma ; 
4 Thickneſs of the frm 1 8 
» adding together the three firſt meaſurements, 1 
we got the height of the arch from the water, II 7 6 


5 No. 3 Corner pillar to the weſtward of Fi ngal's cave. : 


Stratum below the pillar of Lava like matter, 11 © 
Length of the pillar, + - Es 
Stratum above the Pillar, — © 2 61 6 

2 No. 4. 
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No. 4. Another pillar to the weſtward, 


Stratum below the pillar, — 1 
Height of the pillar, - TO 50 
Stratum above, 3 - . 


No. 5. Another dlllar farther to the Weſtward. 


| Stratum below the — e © £ 
Sram above, | 7777 el aaa - | 3 2 


The ſtratum above the pillars, which is here men- 
tioned, is uniformly the ſame, conſiſting of numberleſs 
' ſmall pillars, bending and inclining in all directions, ſome- 
times ſo irregularly that the ſtones can only be ſaid to have 
an inclination to aſſume a columnar form; in others more 
regular, but never breaking into, or diſturbing the ſtra- 
| tum of large pillars, whoſe tops every where keep an uni- 
form and regular line. 5 
3 Proceeding now along ſhore round the North end of 
the iſland, you arrive at Oua na ſcarve, or the Corvorant's 
Cave : here the ſtratum under the pillars is lifted up very 
_ high ; the pillars above it are conſiderably leſs than thoſe 
at the N. W. end of the iſland, but till very conſidera- 
dle. Beyond is a bay, which cuts deep into the iſland, 
rendering it in that place not more than a quarter of 2 
mile over. On the ſides of this bay, eſpecially beyond a 
 Httle valley, which almoſt curs the iſland into two, are 
two ſtages of pillars, but ſmall; however having a ſtratum 
between them exactiy the ſame as that above them, formed 
of innumerable little pillars, ſhaken out of their places and 
leaning in all directions. 


Having paſſed this bay, the pillars totally n the 
rock | is of a dark-brown ſtoge, * no ſigns of regularicy . 


occur 


1 29 1 
wecur till yon have paſſed round the 8. E. end of the 
iſland (a ſpace almoſt as large as that occupied by the pil- 
lars), which you meet again on the Welt ſide, beginning 
to form themſelves irregularly, as if the ſtratum had an in- 
| Clination to that form, and ſoon arrive at the bending pil- 
lars where I began. 

The ſtone of which the pillars are + heme, is a coarſe 
kind of Baſaltes, very much reſembling the Giant's Cauſe- 
way in Ireland, though none of them are near ſo neat as 
the ſpecimens of the latter, which I have ſeen at the Bri- 
"i i/b Muſeum ; owing chiefly to the color, which in ours 

is a dirty brown, in the 1ri/ſb a fine black: indeed the 

whole produQtion ſeems very much to reſemble the Giants 

Cauſeway ; with which I would willingly compare it, had 
I any account of the former before me*,” 

Viſit, ſays Mr. Pennant, a high hill, called Briis =- 
mbawl, in Shy, about a mile South of Talyſhir, how: | 
ing in the front a fine ſeries of genuine balſatic co- 
| lumns, reſembling the Giant's Cauſeway : the pillars 
were above twenty feet high, conſiſting of four, five 
and ſix angles, but moſtly of five: the columns leſs fre- 
quently jointed than thoſe of the 4ri/b ; ; the joints being at 
great and unequal, diſtances, but the majority are entire: 
even thoſe that are jointed are leſs concave and convex on 
| their oppoſite ſurface than the columns of the former. 
The ſtratum that reſted on this colonnade was very Irregu= 
Aar and ſhattery, yet ſeemed to make ſome effort at form. 5 

The ruins of the columns at the baſe made a grand ap- 

—— : theſe were the ruins of the creation : thoſe of 


5 As this account 18 copied * Mr. Banks' 8 journal, I we the 

Uberty of ſaying (what by this time that gentleman is well ac- 
quainted with) that Staffa is a genuine maſs of Baſaltes, or Giants 
ne ; but in moſt reſpeRts fuperior to the is ye} in grandeur. | 
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Rome, the work of human art, ſeem to them but as the 


ruins of yeſterday. 
At a ſmall diſtance from theſe on the lope of a hill is a 


tract of ſome roods entirely formed of the tops of ſeveral 


ſeries of columns, even and cloſe ſet, forming a reticulated 
ſurface of amazing beauty and curioſity. This is the moſt 


northern Baſaltes I am acquainted with ; the laſt of four 
in the Britiſh dominions, all running from South to North, 
nearly ina meridian: the Giant's Cauſeway appears firſt ; 
 Staffa ſucceeds ; the rock Humbla about twenty leagues 
further,* and finally the column of Briis-mbawl : the depth 


of ocean in all probability conceal the loſt links of this 
chain. 


Dejeriptm of St. Krl pA or Hier, by Mr. MARTIN. 


The firſt of theſe Names i is taken from one Ki lder, who 


need here, and from him the large Well 7: onbir- Kilda has 


alſo its name, Hirta is taken from the Triſb ter, which 


in that language ſignifies Weſt ; this iſle lies directly op- 
poſite to the iſles of N. Uift, Harries, &c. It is reckoned : 
Is leagues from the former, and 20 from Harries. This 
ille is by Peter Goas, in a map he made out of it at Rater- 
dam, called St. Kilder ; it is the remoteſt of all the Scots 
Nort h- weſt iſles: 9 is about two miles in length, and = 
one in breadth ; it is faced all round with a ſteep rock, 
| except the Bay on the South-eaft, which is not a harbour 
fit for any veſſel, though in the time of a calm, one may 
land upon the rock, and get up into the iſland with a little 
| climbing. The land riſes pretty high in the middle, and 
there is one mountain higher than any other part of the 


- ® This rock lies to the Welt of Canay Iſland, and is compoſed of 
Baſaltie pillars. The diſcovery was made by Mr. Murdoch Mac- 


kenzie, when ſurveying that coaſt, 4 


Wand, 
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iſland. There are ſeveral Fountains of good water on 


each ſide this iſle. The corn produced here is oats and 


barley, the latter is the largeſt in the weſtern iſles. 
There is an ancient Fort, on the Saut h-end of the bay, 


called Dun. fir Volg, i. e. the Fort of the Volſcij, this is | 


the ſenſe put upon the word by the 3 of the op- 
Poſite iſles of Uif. 


The Iſle Soa, is near ir half a 1 diſtant From the N. 22 5 
Fade of St. Kilda ; it is a mile in circumference, very high, 
and ſteep all round. Borera lies above two leagues N. of 
= Kilda, it is near a mile in circumference, the moſt of 
it ſurrounded with a high rock; the largeſt and the two 
leſſer iſles are good for paſturage, and abound with a pro- 


digious number of ſea-fowl ; from March till September, 


the Solan Geeſe are very numerous here, in ſo much that 


the inhabitants commonly keep yearly above twenty thou- 
ſand young and old in their little ſtone houſes, of which 


there are ſome hundreds for preſerving their fowls, eggs, 
Ec. They uſe no ſalt for preſerving their fowl; the eggs 
of the ſea wild-fowl are preſerved ſome months in the 


aſhes of peats, and are aſtringent to ſuch as are not accul- 
n to eat them. 


There is a barren tribe of Solan Geeſe, that keep always 


together, and never mix among the reſt that buiid and 


| hatch. The Solan Geeſe come to thoſe iſlands in March, 

Y taking the advantage of a South-weſt wind ; before their 
coming, they ſend a few of their number, as Harbingers 
before them, and when they have made a tour round the 


iſles, they return immediately to their company, and in a 


few days after the whole flock comes together, and ſtays 
till September; the natives make a pudding of the fat of 


this fowl, in the ſtomach of! it, and boil it in their water 
8 vel, which they call — they drink it likewiſe for 
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removing the cough : it is by daily experience found to be 
an excellent vulnerary. WW 5 
The inhabitants eat the Solan Gooſe-egg raw, and by 
experience find it to be a good pectoral. The Solan geeſe 
are daily making up their neſts from March till September, 
they. make them in the ſhelves of high rocks, they fiſh, 
hatch, and make their neſts by turns, and they amaſs for 
this end a great heap of graſs, and ſuch other things as they 
catch floating on the water; the ſteward of St. Kilde 
told me that they had found a red coat in a neſt, a braſs 
ſun-dial, and an arrow, and ſome Molucca beans in ano- 
| ther neſt. This Solan Gooſe is believed to be the ſharpeſt | 
ſighted of all ſea fowls, it preſerves five or ſix herrings in 
its gorget eatire, and carries them to the neſt, where it 
ſpews them out to ſerve as food to the young ones ; they 
are obſerved to go a fiſhing to ſeveral iſles that lie about 
thirty leagues diſtant, and carry the fiſh in their gorget all 
that way, and this is confirmed by the Engliſh hooks, 
which are found ſticking to the fiſh-bones in their neſts, : 
” for the natives have no ſuch hooks among them. 
+. ob have another bird here called Fulmar ; it is grey 
e fowl, about the ſi ze of a Moor hen; it has a ſtrong bill 
| with wide noſtrils ; - as often as it goes to ſea, it is a certain 
ſign of a weſtern wind, for it ſits always on the rock, when = 
the wind i is to blow from any other quarter. This fowl, 
the natives fay, picks | its food out of live whales, and that 
i eats ſorrel, for both thoſe ſorts of food are found in its 
neſt. When any one approaches the Fulmar, it ſpouts out 
at its bill, about a quart of pure oil; the natives ſurpriſe 
the fowl, and preſerve the oil, and burn it in their lamps; 
it is good againſt Rheumatick pains and aches in the bones; 
the inhabitants of the adjacent iſles value it as a Catholicon 
for diſeaſes; ſome take it for a vomit, others for a purge. 
It 
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it has been ſucceſsfully A againſt Rheumatick pains in 
Edinburgh, and London; in the latter it has been lately 
uſed to aſſuage the ſwelling of a ſtrained foot, a cheek 
ſwelled with the tooth- ach, and for diſcuſſing a hard boil, 
and proved ſucceſsful | in all the three caſes. 
There is plenty of cod, and ling, of a great ſize, round 
_ this iſle, the | improvement of which might be of great ad- 
vantage. 
One of the inhabitants of St. Killa being ſome time 
ago wind bound in the iſle of Harries, was prevailed on 
by ſome of them that traded to Glaſgow to go thither with 
| them. He was aſtoniſhed at the length of the voyage, 
and of the great kingdoms, as he thought them, that is, 
iſles by which they failed ; the largeſt in his way did not 
exceed twenty-four miles in length, but he conſidered how 
much they exceeded his own little native country. U 
V pon his arrival at Glaſgow, he was like one that I) 
dropt from the clouds into a new world ; whoſe language, N 
habit, &c. were in all reſpects new to him; he never 
| imagined that ſuch big houſes of ſtone were made with 
hands ; 3 and for the pavements of the ſtreets, he thought | 
L it muſt needs be altogether natural ; for he could not be- 


eve that men would be at the pains to beat ſtones i into 


the ground to walk upon. He ſtood dumb at the door 
of his lodging with the greateſt admiration: and when he 
ſaw a coach and two horſes, he thought it to be a little 
houſe they were drawing at their tail, with men in it; 
but he condemned the coachman for a fool to fit ſo uneaſy, | 
for he thought it ſafer to ſit on the horſe s back, The 
mechaniſm of the coaeh · wheel, and its m about, 
Was the greateſt of all his wonders: 
When he went through the ſtreets, he deſired to have 2 


one to lead him by the r* Thomas Roſs a 1 
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and others, that took the diverſion to carry bim through 
the town, aſked his opinion of the high chufch? He an- 


ſwered, that it was a large rock, yet there were ſome in 


St. Kilda much higher, but that theſe were the beſt caves 
he ever ſaw ; for that was the idea which he conceived of 


the pillars and the arches upon which the church ſtands. 
When they carried him into the church, he was yet more 
5 ſurpriſed, and held up his hands with admiration, won- 
dering how it was poſſible for men to build ſuch a prodi - 
gious fabric, which he ſuppoſed to be the largeſt in the 
| univerſe. He could not imagine what the pews were de- 
ſigned for, and he fancied the people that wore maſks (not 
knowing whether they were men or women) had been 
guilty of ſome ill thing, for which they dared not ſhew 


their faces. He was amazed at women's wearing patches, 
| and fancied them to have been bliſters. Pendants ſeemed 


to him the moſt ridiculous of all things; he condemned 
periwigs mightily, and much more the powder ufed in 
them ; in fine, he condemned all things as ſoperfluous that 
he had not ſeen in his own country. He looked with amaze- 


ment on every thing that was new to him. When he heard 
5 the church bells ring he was under a mighty conſter nation, 
a8 if the fabric of the world had been in great diſorder. 
He did not think there had been ſo many people i in the 
world, as in the city of Glaſgow; and it was a great myf- 
tery 10 him to think what they could all deſign by living 
ſo 2 in one place. He wondered how they could all 
be 
he could not tell whether they were bread, ftone, or 
| Wood. He was amazed to think how they could be pro- 
vided with ale, for he never ſaw any there that drank 


roiſhed with proviſion, and when he ſaw big loaves, 


water. He wondered how they made them fine cloaths, 
Bay o bee ſtockings made without being firſt cut, and 
afterwards 


1 


afterwards ſewn, was no ſmall wonder to him. He 


thought it fooliſh in women to wear thin ſilks, as being a 


very improper habit for ſuch as pretended to any ſort of 


employment. When he ſaw the women's feet, he judged 
them to be of another ſhape than thoſe of the men, be- 


cauſe of the different ſhape of their ſhoes. He did not 


approve of the heels of ſhoes worn by men or women; 
and when he obſerved horſes with ſhoes on their feet, and 
faſtened with iron nails, he could not forbear laughing, | 


and thought it the moſt ridiculous thing that ever fell un- 
der his obſervation. - He longed to ſee his native country 


brandy, tobacco and iron, as Glaſgow was. 


Deſcription of Se. Eil na, and the Fowls which frequent 


that Hand, by the Rev. Mr. MACAULAY. 
On the 6th day of June I7 53, 1 looſed from Harris, a a 


part of that large track of land now called the Long-Iſland, . 
and formerly the weſtern Æbuda. We ſteered our courſe 


for Haw-Skeer, a rock in the ocean, ſo its name ſignifies 


in the Galic tongue, lying at the diſtance of ſeven leagues 
from the neareſt promontory of North-Uiſt, to which it 
. belongs. As the day was quite ſultry, and Haw-Skeer 
the. only reſting place in our way, and extremely roman- 
tic, the crew found it convenient to reſt ; a little and divert 


” themſelves there. 


This rock is half a mile in ene acceſſible | in 
a ſingle place only, and though almoſt totally deſtitute - 
grass, is of ſome conſequence to the proprietor, being at 


| ſtated periods the conſtant haunt of a prodigious number 
of ſeals, and theſe perhaps by much the largeſt upon the 


coaſt of Scotland. The manner in which theſe ſea animals : 


2 are e hunted doin in this place, the ſeaſon fit for that pro- 
Cc | | fitable 


again, and paſſionately wiſhed it were bleſſed with * 


— 
— N= hots — _ 
- + _ - — 7 c a 
40 ; 1 1 I es 2 o& 2 = 4 Tz = — 
* * D 2 _ a — _ w - 
a —— — = 23. 2 — — — — — 8 — va 2 > — - *. — — — - * — — 1 — — = 
— — Pe — — P 5 — — —_—_ = — wy vg — * 4 =, — * 5 _— Sa —_ — 2 2 — EY ed. — — — — 
1 4 N "> 3 * * = 4-2 7 Az — Fg - % C — » - p - ” bY =", 2 * - 
— * — * —— _ * — —— = * * 2 3 — ä - + + * oy * os. + boy _ - 
» Jwt a Bea cc Aba — . 8 =>» v a * — * 7 = 2 x3 v F* —_ 
” 
F — — > An. 9 — - 
. - : 
— —— —S - 
— * — — — 
* — 2 — 
S—- — — — 


— hy . » Wy — - - 
a 7 —=A IC —4— > vac” 
® be, — * 5 * 
— - 4. — — - — 
—- 


4 | . 4 : N * = 8 9 — 1 * 
= a - "= 
4 * _ . - - \ 1 ih — 
* "aa < ww r 8 « — _ ” . 3 — — 8 1 — — * 2 „ — — — — . — - — 
1 + — — — — . — or - = . x — þ ST * * 3 „ =» K 1 — — 
— n * 4 0 „ by 1 * AP _—_ * @ _ ww - —— _ 
. . ere ee. r N U [I Rr 2 r = * my * , —— — —— 2 — — — I ac Arne, ns — 
I GD wr <2 2 2 2 » * 2 * 7 "= 1 . * * # - 4 2 2 1 A tn = 
A _ IT ; , * 5 D b : : - 
TE == .* : — : Py, ctw ws * — * = "= S - — 2 r = 1 
* — —— — — * a 9 ao - ” 5 * * * : — * _ — * — f Y l = . = 
— — 4 24.4 > — N 4 = — — — —— 


E 4 — 5 5 — 4 
— - 2 — = — 2 b 2 
— — ä — + Ez oo — 
— = 1 PS . N 
— - "mp. 4 — of a — — — 
— — J 


a. 


CY — f 4 . Y \ F 
Ihe x” | ES % ö S 4 ng 8 4 _ A. 2.9 9 a. Re Un at * 2 > | oy * "RE 2 * * P; . = 
" * - © . 1 2 5 5 4% l r rg "ne 6 ” . of 1 q \ 4 = MF 3 my * 2 "9p * © __ C's 4 ” 
* * — 0 iS * 33 « 4 g 4 1 TR 4 hoy 2 4 * TY * = =_ — 7 1 5 4 L . . oo — 9 —_— \ N * 
ö — 2 8 2 4 3 - * 


8 $ p * 0 = >” =— TY .. ard 6 a - 5 4 7 Y * 7 Cn 2 e == 3 
ö * i l re en d Y > A 3 2. Ms 
A 2 5 ' — 32 3 + ae — * N ; \ | p * — — —— 
* 4 * a "* PTS, * 1 — * * ks. 2 1 22 £4 Y - * * Co - et 6 P » * r Pc: * 5 We 
* v * foe ; © 0, — itt — S 4 _ - 2 , 7 | N 
# Sp £ _ 6 2 4 —— > WS. + Wo * „ * . my _ x2 5 * 2 — Y BD .4 td 4 * 4 = 7 * 0 0 $ 2 5 2 
33 =» "= * ng * 2 4 & . - * * fy . £7 7 7 7 w te: DB re * oY l by Z is l 
* =. yt 33 Pat. 5 0 2 3 4 E ay "4X "0 wa 0 . My «6 ; yy 1 $A : wy * 5 * 1 2 F 2 b 4 5 4 ws N Fr 
7 14 0 . 


* <=” AS 
„ 4 . 


>, C99 

. 

* 
1 
3 * 
* 


Sohn dos 
> fon OK 
9E 

TIRE 2 22 


* V5.4 
. 


2 * 
* — 
o * _ wx - a * > 2 os * — — =_ 1 0 
. 5 - ” L, * F - o - * © b 2 1 4 | Z 
* * - 25 55 . & | : — OY * be - , * — 2 2 . * 4 17 ” 0 by — n "= 4 1 "x Pants nw” =. + Boo 2 4 2 n * &4. ay 
— Pe * + 2 g * . * | ve ho —_— . — 5 1 — . 3 * = — = - — 8 5 *. k 4 4 by * Ed * y 2 * y : 1 = * 2 6 x \ = | C = 
2 . — 2 . >» * 8 . 6 * * 8 0 bh 2 0 J 1 r - F 5 a 6 7 _ 2 er 1 5 14 175 A. — — 8 
. — . MY n © : — m * 2 8 Fl r 9 =. - A Dad tv ou + > _—_ * — 4 2 _ 3 a i. — . 7 a 2 4 X — | * 5 Ro =_ cM =_ \ 
* «” * 30. = 1 3 _ ** tag — 7 ag y Aa; 4 F: 45 * an = 8 « en PEE” * 2 = ; — 6 — ; < a 8 J ? * 8 | " 
22 - ” b * £ 4 — * 1 pt "0 . 4 q — : — >. - 5 5 R —S 4 — 4,» = — * 88 * Y * * * * 4 
— - - by — - — * — >> — 5 4 — — — » — ww : . w = bh,» . * * a 1 8 ue . . ] 7 
— 8 - —_ "Wp * ; 4 5 . 4 — * 1 2 4 5 "= 4. f — | 6 [ 2 * 5 — ps 2 - « * — — * — * * 33 * ” 2 * : * * = 
- . d p - 8 Y 5 1 8 5 = —— * * bs Nag - — — — . 5 ' 
— 0 2 a 1 , — : : a ao. — * — & » i 2 * 14 2 — — — — — —— = 
| | | N * OI " , * - fins — 2 — 
7 ; J ; : 
* | . 


2 —— — — 2 " 
F k - =” * — 
2 3 2 2 


— R 
5 0 T i, —— 


ES] 
fitable diverſion, the ferocity and little ſtratagems of thefe 
unweildly creatures when aſſaulted, their love dalliances 
upon other occaſions, that violent ſpirit of jealouſy with 
which they are actuated, if provoked by rivals; theſe and 
ſome other particulars, are circumſtantially enough related 


by Martin in his deſcription of the Weſtern Iſles. To his 
account of the matter I ſhall only add, that the fat of the 
ſeals is by the people, to whoſe ſhare that perquiſite falls, 


converted now into oil and ſent to market. But in that 


writer's time, and for ages immemorial before, this, to- 
| gether with the fleſh of theſe animals, was eaten, either 
freth ot ſalted; and by thoſe who were uſed to it, was 

accounted a pleaſant as well as a very ſalubrious and rich 
kind of aliment. 


On the weſt fide of the rock, are two 3 large | 


caves, of a conſiderable height : To theſe a vaſt multi- 
| tude of ſea cormorants retire every evening. Here likewiſe 
they lay their eggs and foſter their young. The method 
practiſed by the iſlanders for catching fowls of this kind, 
while ſecured within ſuch faſtneſſes, is far from being in- 
curious, though abundantly ſimple; nor is the paſtime at 
all diſagreeable. A band of young fellows make a party, 
and after having provided themſelves with a quantity of 
ſtraw or heath, creep with great caution to the mouth of 
the cave which affords the game, armed with poles light 


enough to be eaſily wielded : This done, they ſet fire to 
the combuſtible ſtuff, and raiſe an univerſal ſhout ; the 


cormorants, alarmed by the outcry, frightened by x thee 


ſo ſtrange, and offended by the ſmoke, quit their beds 


and neſts with the greateſt precipitation, and fly directly 


towards the light: Here the ſportſmen, if alert enough, 


will knock down a conſiderable number of them, and, 


together with the cormorants, whole coveys of pigeons. - 
At 


C37 ] 


At whom we found incredible. numbers of wilt 


fowl eggs. After ſome of my people had made a great, 
though unneceſſary acquiſition of theſe (unneceſſary ſurely to 
men deſtined for St. Kilda), we began to purſue our intended 


voyage, at ten o'clock at night. The wind was at firſt 
extremely favourable, as it blew from the ſouth-eaſt, and 
was little more than a gentle gale. It began to freſhen at 
the end of half an hour, and was gathering new ſtrength 


every moment: Before we had proceeded above four 


leagues, the whole face of the ſky was overcaſt with 
clouds; which, after the ſevereſt threatenings, | burſted 
aſunder and tumbled down upon us in violent torrents of 
rain, accompanied with flaſhes of lightning and peals of 
thunder extremely terrible. All this was ſucceeded by a 
hurricane which would have alarmed the moſt inſenſible, 
f and did greatly confound the ſtouteſt ſeamen among us, 
men who had imagined they had ſeen theſe ſame mighty 
waters in all their horrors. To me it was matter of aſto- 


niſhment that a veſſel ſo ſmall and frail, A ſix- oared high- 


land boat, could have ſtruggled for any time againſt . 
ſuch enormous billows, without either . orerſet or 


daſhed to pieces, 


The firſt glimpſe of hope my crew bad, was from 
5 a great flight of ſea- fowls, of the diving kind, which 5 
was ſoon ſucceeded by another, and after ſhort in- 
tervals by many more, in ſtill greater numbers. They 
concluded, from this circumſtance, that the hour of 
their deliverance was at hand; but we found that 
our hopes were too ſanguine and premature ¶ Virgil 
ranks this circumſtance among inauſpicious prognoſtics, 
and experience has convinced me, that this obſervation, 


and all the reſt he has made on the ſubject of the weather, 


are perfectly juſt], for the ſtorm continued to rage for 
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about ſix hours, before we had the almoſt deſpaired of 
happineſs of ſpying a rock, which lies at the diſtance of a 


mile from the bay of St. Kilda. The current round about 


this rock is exceedingly impetuous, and fo its name Livi- 


niſh implies, Lhibb in the old Britiſh language fi ſignifying 


a ſtream or torrent. 
In a little time after we bad doubled the point of Li- 


viniſh, I diſcovered a ſtrangely formed wall of dreary rocks, 
which face a part of St. Kilda. Theſe rocks appearing 
through the medium of a very thick fog, roſe to our view, 
to a ſtupendous height, though quite inconſiderable, we 


afterwards found, if compared to others on the ſame coaſt. 
Ia a few moments more, we eame clole to the ordinary 


landing place, which is nothing elſe than a folid rock, 
_ floping gradually down to the bottom of the ſea, and all 
overgrown with Lichen Marinus, or the plant cm 
called Laver in England, and Slawk in Scotland. 


As the wind blew with all its fury into the bay, ada as 


| the waves daſhed themſelves with exceſſive violence againſt 


the rock, juſt now deſcribed, it was impoſlible to attempt 


a landing. Reduced to almoſt the laſt extremity, we 
dropped anchor before the Saddle, and made a ſhift to 
ſtand there for five hours more ia a moſt diſtreſsful con- 
dition, drenched all over, ſhivering 1 with cold, and under 


the dreadful W of being ſwallowed vy every | 
moment. 5 


The machine conſtantly ate uſe of inſtead of the an- 


chor, dy thoſe who make annual voyages to St. Kilda, is 

a large hamper made of ſtrong wicker and nearly filled up 

with ſtones. The foulnefs of the ground is the argument 

they bring to juſtify a practice ſo uncommon, How far 
they may be in the right, ſeafaring men are beſt able to 

determine. One thing I am ſure of, that we made uſe of 
our anchor without ſuffering the leaſt inconvenience ; 

| though the ſurf roſe to ſuch a he ight that ten fathoms of 


Our 
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our cable were alternately buried in the ſea, or perfectly 
viſible. The truth is, the anceſtors of thoſe men who 
carry on a ſort of a commeree with this iſland, had re- 
courſe to the ſimple expedient of the hamper, before na- 
vigation had made any tolerable progreſs in their country, 
| and for that reaſon their poſterity ſeem to retain the lame 
cuſtom. 

The people of St. Kilda, upon the firſt notice they had 
of our arrival on their coaſt, flew down from the village 
to our aſſiſtance, men, women, and children. From their 
behaviour upon the rock, to which we lay pretty cloſe, it 


evidently appeared that they have humanity enough to 


feel deeply for fellow creatures in diſtreſs. It was impoſ- | 
ſible for us to underſtand the meaning of their cries; only 

| we had reaſon to believe that they were greatly affected by 
dur danger. From the repeated ſignals they made, we 
concluded at laſt, that in their opinion, we might ſafelx 
weigh. Truſting to their ſuperior {kill, and our patience | 


: being quite exhauſted, we took the hint without loſs of 


| time. But after approaching the Saddle, in ſpite of our 

united efforts, we were ſoon reduced to the diſagreeable 

neceſſity of ſheering off. 

A little to the weſt of this rock, there i is a 16 kh 
acceſſible only at low water. Here is a ſort of landing- 
place though extremely dangerous, and for that reaſon 

ſeldom attempted, unleſs the weather be very favourable. 
To this beach the people ran in a body, after having di- 
rected us to the ſame place. We obeyed willingly, and 
they, with an amazing intrepidity flew into the water to 
meet us; a moſt deſperate adventure, in which any other 
race of men would hardly think of engaging, were they 

to ſee their neareſt relations in the ſame danger. The diſpo- _ 
ſition they made was this: After having divided and formed 

themſelves into two lines, the two ableſt men among them 5 
marched forward into the ſea, each i in the front of his own : 
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: and ſpirit: The conſequence i is, the boat and every thing 
contained | in it, are with ſurpriſing quickneſs and dexteri- 
ty hauled in beyond the reach of the ſea, 
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Fittle corps. Thoſe next in ſtrength and ſtature, ſeized theſe 
two leaders by the middle, and the reſt, from one end of 
each row to the other, clung faſt to thoſe immediately be- 


fore them, wading forward till thoſe who were foremoſt 


in the rank, and after them every one elſe in the order in 
which he ſtood, got hold of the boat. Thoſe who go 


from year to year to St. Kilda, always take the precaution 
to wrap a ſtrong rope round the ſtern of their boat, and 
tie another to the prow. As ſoon as the St. Kildians have 
| poſted themſelves round it, they immediately hand about 
| the two ropes from one to another, till the women and 
8 children who ſtand upon the beach come at it, ſo as to 
have their ſhare of the work. This operation, which is 
Jo very neceſſary, being ſoon over, a general ſignal is given, 


and every individual exerts himſelf with all his ſtrength 


All the ſtrength of this art was, with the greateſt a alacrity, 


tried upon this occaſion, and with a ſucceſs beyond any 

thing 1 could have expected. Without giving time to any 
done of us to jump out into the water, the St. Kildians 

hoiſted up, almoſt in a moment, our little veſſel, our- 
ſelves, and all the luggage that belonged to . to a dy 
fart of the ſtrand, 


Ia St. Kilda, the miſerable may find relief as = as 


elſewhere. We were received there by a very hoſpitable 
Tace of Barbarians (if any one incline to call them ſo) with 
the heartieſt congratulations, the ſincereſt profeſſions of 
friendſhip, and the lrongeſt demonſtrations of a profound | 
reſ pect. 


It is thought perbaps by many, that thoſe who inhabit” 


that diviſion of the weſtern Highlands, are much the 


_ the moſt brutal and FOR and in one word, 


1% @.- 


Britain, 


LL 5 
Britain. Whether that opinion be ſtrictly juſt or not, is 
ſubmitted to thoſe, and to thoſe only, who have ſenſe and 


virtue enough to diveſt themſelves of popular or early pre- 
judices. One thing I may adventure to affirm, without 


ſeafaring people, who have the misfortune to be ſhip- 
wrecked about the weſtern Iflands, or are reduced to ex- 
treme diſtreſs there, are treated with much greater hu- 
manity and chriſtian benevolence, than many of their fel- 


low ſufferers, whoſe harder fate drives them to the more 
barbarous ſhores of ſome diviſions of Scotland, and Eng- 
land. It is certain, that theſe unhappy perſons would 
meet with ſtronger marks of true politeneſs, or, what is 
infinitely more valuable, of real compaſſion and generoſity 


at St. Kilda, than in the more civilized places I now allude 


different tribes that frequent the rocks of St. Kilda. 


The ſolan geeſe equal almoſt the tame ones in ſize. 
The common amuſement of the herring · fiſhers ſhew the 


great ſtreogth of this fowl. The fiſhers fix a herring upon 
a board which has a ſmall weight under it, to {ink it a 


little below the ſurface of the ſea : the ſolan gooſe, ob- 
ſerving the fiſh, darts down upon it perpendicularly, and 


' with ſo much force, that he runs his bill irrecoverably 


 Srengh the board, and | is taken * directly by the fiſners. 


The 


committing the ſmalleſt treſpaſs againſt truth, that thoſe. 


| Theſe rocks are in ſummer totally covered with ſolan 
geele and other fowls, and appear at a diſtance like ſo 
many mountains covered with ſnow. The neſts of the 
ſolan geeſe, not to mention thoſe of other fowls, are ſo 
cloſe, that, when one walks between them, the hatching 
 fowls on either ſide can always take hold of one's clothes, 
and they will often ſit until they are attacked, rather than ex- 
| poſe their eggs to the'danger of being deſtroyed by the ſea- 
gulls; at the ſame time an equal number fly about, and 
furniſh food for their mates that are employed in hatching z 
and there are, beſides, large flocks of barren fowls of the 
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that not a ſingle fowl belonging to their element is to be 


to the middle of February. Before the young ſolan geeſe 
fly off, they are larger than their mothers, and the fat on 


quarter of the world theſe tribes of wild fowl repair, after 
winter ſets in, whether into the northern ocean, the native 
country and winter quarters of herrings in general, or 


of the ſleeping kind, they who pry into the myſteries of 
natural hiſtory, or have converſed much with writers of 
voyages, can beſt explain. I ſhall only pretend to fay, 
| that theſe different nations of the feathered kind are taught 
to chooſe the propereſt babitations and feeding places, 
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band of God. 


ſea fowls that ſeek their food on this coaſt, we may juſtly | 
conclude, that there muſt be inexhauſtible ſtores of fiſh 
there. Let us for a moment confine our attention to the 
* made by a ſingle ſpecies of fouls. The ſolan 
gooſe is almoſt inſatiably voracious; he flies with great 
force and velocity, toils all the day with very little inter- 
miſſion, and digeſts his food in a very ſhort time; he diſ- 
Gains to eat any thing worſe than herring or mackarel, 
unleſs it be in a very hungry place, which he takes care ta 
avoid or abandon. We ſhall take it for granted, that there 
are 100,000 of that kind around the rocks of St. Kilda ; 
and this calculation 1 is by far too moderate, as no leſs — 


| = 


The folan geeſe repair to St. Kilda, in the month of 
March, and continue there till after the beginning of No- 
vember. Before the middle of that month, they, and all 
the other ſea-fowls that are fond of this coaſt, retire much 
about the ſame time into ſome other favourite regions; ſo 


ſeen about St, Kilda, from the beginning of winter down 


their breaſts is ſometimes three inches deep. Into what 


into ſome other region near the ſun, or whether they be 


and to ſhift their quarters feaſonably, p the n | 


From the account given above of the multitudes a 


_ [0,000 


£43 1 
20, ooo of this kind are deſtroyed every year, including 
the young ones. We ſhall ſuppoſe, at the ſame time, that 
the ſolan geeſe ſojourn in theie ſeas for about ſeven months 
of the year; that each of them deſtroys five herrings in a 
day; a ſabfiſtence infinitely poor for fo greedy a creature, 
_ unleſs it were more than half ſupported at the expence of 
other fiſhes. Here we have 100,000,000 of the fineſt fiſh 
in the world devoured annually by a  Liogle — of the 
St. Kilda ſea- fowls. 
If in the next place it be confidered, chat much the 
greateſt part of the other tribes have much the fame appe- 
tite for herring, and purſue it from place to place, in the 
ſeveral migrations it makes from one ſea to another, the con- 
Dm muſt be prodigiouſly great. Taking theſe into 
the account, and allowing them the ſame quantity of food, 
and of the fame kind, by reaſon of their vaſt ſuperiority in 
point of numbers, though their ſtomachs are conſiderably 
' weaker ; we ſee there are no leſs than 200,000,000 of her- 
Tings ſwallowed up every year by the birds of a very ſmall 
diſtrict of rocks, which occupy ſo inconſiderablea ſpace in 
the Ducaledodian ocean. CM 
Should all the articles of this account be ſuſtained, ar- 
ticles which ſeem no leſs juſt than plain, and ſhould our 
_ curioſity kad us into a new calculation, allowing between 
fix and ſeven hundred to every barrel, it is evident that 
more than 330, 000 barrels are e annually carried away by 
ſuch creatures. $ 5 
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Doeſribtian of the . of Rena and "Bana, by Mr. 
MARTIN. 
= . Illand Rona is reckoned about 20 nne from 
the north-eaſt point of Neſs in Lewis, and counted but a 
mile in length, and about half a mile in breadth ; 
it hath a hill in the weſt part, and is only viſible from 
the Lewis in a fair ſummer 8-day. T had an account 
of this little Iſland, and the cuſtom of it from ſeve- 
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ral natives of Lewis, who had been upon the place; but 
more particularly from Mr. Daniel Moriſon, Miniſter of 


Barvas, after his return from Rona Iſland, which then be- 
longed to him, as part of his Gleib. Upon my landing 
(ſays he) the natives received me very affectionately; and 
addreſſed me with their uſual ſalutation to a ſtranger, God 
4 fave you, Pilgrim, you are heartily welcome here! for we 
have had repeated apparitions of your perſon among us (af- 
a ter the manner of the ſecond fight), and we heartily con- 
4 oratulate your arrival in this our remote country. One of 


the natives would needs expreſs his high eſteem for my 


| perſon, by making a turn round about me ſun-ways, and at 
the ſame time bleſſing me, and wiſhing me all happineſs; 
but I bid him let alone that piece of homage, telling him 
I was ſenſible of his good meaning towards me: but this 
poor man was not a little diſappointed, as were alſo his 
neighbours; for they doubted not but this ancient cere- 
mony would have been very acceptable to me; and one of 
them told me, that this was a thing due to my character 
from them, as to their chief and patron, and could not, 


nor would not fail to perform it, They conducted me to 


_ thelittle village, where they dwell, and in the way thither 
there were three incloſures; and as I entered each of theſe, k 
the inhabitants ſeverally alone me, taking me by the band, 
and ſaying, © Traveller, you are welcome here.” They went 
along with me to the houſe that they had aſſigned for my 
Z jodging where there was a bundle of ſtraw laid on te 
floor, * a ſcat to me to fit upon; after a little time was 
ipent in general diſcourſe, the inhabirants retired to their 
ref pective dwelling houſes; and in this interval, they killed 5 
each mana ſheep, being in all five, anſwerable to the num- 
ber of their families. The ſkins of the ſheep were entire, 


and flead off 1o, from the neck to the tail, that they were 


in form like a ſack: Theſe ſkins being flead off after this 
manner, were * the inhabitants ipſtantly filled with barley 


meal 
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meal; and this they gave me by way of a preſent: one of 


their number aCted as ſpeaker for the reſt, ſaying, Traveller, 
© wearevery ſenſible of the favour you have done us in com- 

ing ſo far with a deſign to inſtruct us in our way to happi- 
<« neſs, and at the ſame time to venture yourſelf on the great 
, ocean: Pray, be pleaſed to accept of this ſmall preſent, 
* which we humbly offer as an expreſſion of our ſincere love 
* to you. This I accepted though in a very coarſe dreſs, 


but, it was given with ſuch an air of hoſpitality and good-will, 


as deſerved thanks: they preſented my man alſo with ſome 


pecks of meal, as being likewiſe a traveller; the boats- 


crew having been in Rona before, were not reckoned 


ſtrangers, and therefore there was no * 8 them, 


but their daily maintenance. 


Ĩ bere is a Chapel here dedicated to St. Rowen, fenced 
With a ſtone wall round it; and they take care to keep it 
neat and clean, and ſweep it every day. There is an altar 
In it on which there lies a big plank of wood, about ten 
foot in length, every foot has a hole in it, and in every hole 
a a ſtone, to which the natives aſcribe ſeveral virtues; one of 
them is ſingular, as they fay, for —_— ſpeedy d deli- 


very to a woman in travel. 


They repeat the Lord's Prayer, 4 and ten com- 
mandments in the chapel every Sunday morning. They 
have cows, ſheep, barley and oats, and live a harmleſs 
5 life, being perfectly ignorant of moſt of thoſe vices that 
| abound in the world: They know nothing of money or 

gold, having no occaſion for either: They neither ſell nor 
buy, but only barter for ſuch little things as they want 
they covet no wealth, being fully content and ſatisfied with 
food and raiment; though at the ſame time they are very 
preciſe, in the manner of property among themſelves; for 
none of them will by any means allow his neighbour to 


fiſh within his —— ; and © every one mult exactly ob- 
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Was not a little diſappointed becauſe there was no other 
match for him in this Iſland. The wind blowing fair, 
Mr. Morifon lailed _— bor Lows, but after three hours 
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ſerve not to make any incroachment on his neighbour. 
They have an agreeable and hoſpitable temper for all ſtran · 


gers; they concern not themſelves about the reſt of man- 


kind, except the inhabitants in the north part of Lewis. 
They take their ſirname from the colour of the ſky, rain- 


dow, and clouds. There are only five families in this 
ſmall Ifland, and every tenant hath his dwelling-houſe, a 
barn, a houſe where their beſt effects are preſerved, a houſe 
for their cattle, and a porch on each ſide of the door to 
keep off the rain or ſnow. Their houſes are built with 
ſtone, and thatched with ſtraw, which is kept down with 


ropes f the ſame, pois'd with ſtones. They wear the ſame 


habit with thoſe in Lewis, and ſpeak only Irin. When 
any of them comes to the Lewis, which is ſeldom, they 
are aſtoniſhed to ſee ſo many people. They much admire 
grey-hounds, and love to have them in their company. 
They are mightily pleaſed at the fight of horſes, and one 
of them obſerving a horſe to neigh, aſked if that horſe 
laughed at him. A boy from Rona perceiving a colt run 
towards him, was ſo much frighted at it that he jumped 
Into a buſh of nettes, where bis whole {kin became full of 
bliſters. 


Another of the natives yy Rona, having had the oppor- 


tunity of travelling as far as Coul, in the Shire of Roſs, 

| which is the ſeat of Sir Alexander Mac-kenzie, every thing 

he ſaw there was ſurpriſing to him, and when he heard the 
| Noiſe of thoſe who walked in the rooms above him, he pre- 
ſently fell to the ground, thinking thereby to ſave his life. 
for he ſuppoſed that the houſe was coming down over his 
head. When Mr. Moriſon, the Miniſter, was in Rona, two 
of the natives courted a maid with intention to marry her, 


and being married to one of them afterwards, the other 


ſailing 
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Tiling was forced back to Rona, by a contrary wind, and 
at his landing the poor man that had loſt his ſweetheart 
was overjoyed, and expreſſed himſelf in theſe words; I 
bleſs God and Ronan that you are returned again, for I 


Hope you will now make me happy, and give me a right to 
enjoy the woman every other year by turns, that ſo we 
both may have iſſue by her; Mr. Moriſon could not re- 
frain from ſmiling at this unexpected requeſt, chid the poor 


man for his unreaſonable demand, and deſired him to have 


patience for a year longer, and he would ſend him a wife 
from Lewis; but this did not eaſe the poor man, who was 


tormented with the thoughts of dying without fue. 


Another who wanted a wife, and having got a ſhilling 13 
from a ſeaman that happened to land there, went and gave 


this ſhilling to Mr. Moriſon to purchaſe him a wife in the 


Lewis, and ſend her to him, for he was told that this piece 
. of money was a thing of extraordinary wine, and his — : 


was gratified the enſuing year. 


About fourteen years ago a ſwarm of rats, but none knows - 
| how, came into Rona, and in a ſhort time eat up all the 
corn in the Iſland. In a few months after ſome ſeamen 


landed there, who robbed the poor people of their bull. 


Theſe misfortunes and the want of ſapply from Lewis for 
the ſpace of a year, occaſioned the death of all that ancient 


race of people. The Steward of St. Kilda being by a 
| Norm driven i in there, told me that he found a woman with 


| her child on her breaſt, both lying dead at the fide of a 
rock: Some years after, the Miniſter (to whom the Ifland 

' belongeth) ſent a new colony to this Iſland, with ſuitable 
| ſupplies. The following year a boat was ſent to them with 
ſome more ſupplies, and orders to receive the rents; but the 
boat being loſt as it is ſuppoſed, I can give no further ac- 


count of this late Plantation. 


The Rock Bara lieth four leagues to the eaſt of 


| Rama, | it is a quarter of a mile in circumference, and 
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: aan with great numbers of Sea- fowl, ſuch as Sola 
Geeſe, Guillamote, Coulter-Neb, Puffin, and ſeveral other 
forts. The fowl called the Colk is found here; it is leſs 
than a gooſe, all covered with down, and when it hatches 
it caſts its feathers, which are of divers colours; it has a 
tuft on it's head reſembling that of a Peacock, and a 
train longer than that of a Houſe-cock ; but the hen has 
not ſo much ornament and beauty, | 


Hiſtory of Fren, and the NORTHERN FisHERIESs. 


0 F FIS H. 


L The ocean is ; the great receptacle of fiſhes. It has low 
thought by ſome, that all fiſh are naturally of that ſalt ele · 
ment, and that they have mounted up into freſh water by 
ſome accidental migration. A few ſtill ſwim up rivers to 
_ depoſit their ſpawn; but of the great body of fiſhes, of 
which the ſize is enormous, and the ſhoals are endleſs, 


| thoſe all keep to the ſea, and would quickly expire in freſh 


water. In that extenſive and undiſcovered abode, thou- 
ſands reſide, whoſe manners are a ſecret to us, and whoſe 
very form is unknown, The curioſity of mankind, indeed, 
has drawn ſome from their depths, and their wants many 
more: with the figure of theſe, at leaſt, he is acquainted; 
but for their purſuits, migrations, ſocieties, and manner of 
bringing forth, theſe are all hidden | in the turbulent ele : 
ment that protects them. 7 
The number of fiſh to which we own given names, and 3 


| of the figure, at leaſt, of which we know ſomething, ac- | 


cording to Linnæus, are above 400. Thus, to appear - 
ance, the hiſtory of fiſh is tolerably copious ; but when we 
come to examine, it will be found that of the greateſt part 
of theſe we know very little. Thoſe qualities, ſingulari- 5 
ties, or advantages, that render animals worth . ſtill 
remain to be diſcovered. 
Moſt fith offer us the * . . ; ſharp: at cither 


end, and ſwelling in the middle; by which they are enabled 
—WWW Monat Pr 
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to traverſe the fluid which they inhabit with greater 
celerity and eaſe. That peculiar ſhape which nature has 
granted moſt fiſhes, we endeavour to imitate in ſuch veſſels 
as are deſigned to fail with the greateſt ſwiftneſs; however, 
the progreſs of a machine moved forward in the water by 
human contrivance, is nothing to the rapidity of an animal 
deſigned by. nature to reſide there. Any of the large fiſh 
_ overtake a ſhip in full fail with great eaſe, play round it 
without effort, and outſtrip it with pleaſure. Every part 
of the body ſeems exerted in this diſpatch; the fins, the 
tail, and the motion of the whole back-bone, aſſiſt progreſ- 
| fon; and it is to that flexibility of body, at which art can- 
Not arrive, that fiſhes owe their great velocity. 3 
The chief inſtruments in a fiſh's motion, are the wy 
ring in ſome fiſh, are much more numerous than in 
others. A fiſh completely fitted for failing, is furniſhed 
with, at the leaſt, two pair; alſo three ſingle fins, two 
above and one below. Thus equipped, it migrates with 
the utmoſt rapidity, and takes voyages of 1000 leagues in 


a ſeaſon, But it does not always happen that ſuch fiſh as 
| have the greateſt number of fins have the ſwifteſt motion; 
the ſhark is thought to be one of the ſwifteſt ſwimmers, 
| yet it wants the ventral or belly fins; the haddock does | 


not move ſo ſwift, yet is completely fitted for motion. 


But the fins ſerve not only to aſſiſt the animal in pro- 
greſſion, but in riſing or ſinking, in turning, or even leap- 
Ing out of the water. To anſwer theſe purpoſes, the pec- 
toral fins ſerve, like oars, to put the animal forward: they 
aære placed at ſome little diſtance behind the opening of the 
gills; they are generally large and ſtrong, and anſwer the 
ſame purpoſes to the fiſh in the water, as wings do to a 


bird in the, air. With the help of theſe, and by their con- 
tinued motion, the flying · fin is ſometimes ſeen to riſe out 
of the water, and to fly above an hundred yards; till fa- 
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but ſabſervient to it, and give direction to its great impetus, 


velocity. 


in a very moderate proportion. Of taſting, they ſeem to 

make very little diſtinction; the palate of moſt fiſh is hard 

and bony, and conſequently incapable of the power of re- 
liſhing different ſubſtances. Hearing, in fiſhes, is ſtill more 
_ imperfect, if it be found at all. Seeing, ſeems to be the 
ſenſe fiſhes are poſſeſt of in the greateſt degree; and yet 
even this ſeems _— if we compare it to that of other 
animals, 


* —_— 
p - 


pulſe to all their motions- This appetite impels them to 


t 1 


But the tail, which in ſome fiſhes is flat, and upright in 
others, ſeems the grand inſtrument of motion : the fins are. 


by which the fiſh ſeems to cure forward with ſo much 


The ſenſe of bing which beafts * birds have in a 


ſmall degree, the fiſh, covered up in its coat of mail, con- 


ſiſting of various ſubſtances, can have little perception of. 


| The ſenſe of ſmelling, which in beaſts is ſo exquiſite, and 


among birds is not wholly unknown, ſeems given to fiſhes 


From all this, it appears how far fich fall behind terreſtrial 


calmed | in their ſenſations, and conſequently in their en- 
joyments. Thus nature ſeems to have fitted theſe animals 


with appetites and powers of an inferior kind; and formed 


them for a ſort of paſſive exiſtence in the obſcure and heavy 

elements to which they are conſigned. To preſerve their 
own exiſtence, and to continue it to their poſterity, fill up 
the whole circle of their purſuits and enjoyments ; to theſe 
they are impelled rather by neceſſity than choice, and ſeem 


mechanically excited to every fruition. Their ſenſes are 


5 incapable of making any diſtinctions; but they drive for- 
ward in purſuit of whatever * can ſwallow, e, EH 


or enjoy. 


A ceaſeleſs Jefir re of food as to give the ruling i im- 


encounter every danger; and indeed their rapacity ſeems 
_ Jofatiable. Even when taken out of the water, and almoſt 
— 


of ocean, from the vicinity of the 


T3 
expiring, they greedily ſwallow the very bait by which 
they were allured to deſtruction, Some that have very 
ſmall mouths feed upon worms, and the ſpawn of other 
fiſh : others, whoſe mouths are larger, ſeek larger prey 
It matters not of what kind, whether of another or their 
own. Thoſe with the largeſt months pucſue almoſt every 

thing that has life; and often meet each other in fierce 


oppoſition, when the fiſh with the largeſt ſwallow comes 
off with the victory, and devours its antagoniſt. 
| Thus are they irritated by the continual deſire of ſatis- 
fying their hunger; and the life of a fiſh, from the ſmalleſt 
to the greateſt, is but one ſcene of hoſtility, violence, and 
evaſion. But the ſmaller fry ſtand no chance in the une- 
qual combat; and their uſual way of eſcaping, is by 
_ ſwimming into thoſe ſhallows where the greater are unable, 
or too heavy to purſue. There they become invaders in 
turn, and live upon the ſpawn of larger fiſh, which they 
find floating on or near the furface of the water ; yet there 
are dangers attending them in every place. Even in the 
'  ſhallows, the muſcle, the oyſter, and the ſcallop, lie in 
ambuſh at the bottom, with their ſhells.open, and what- 
ever little fiſh inadvertently approaches into contact, they 
at once cloſe their ſhells upon On, and devour the 1 im npri- 
ſoned prey at their leiſure. 
Nor is the purſuit of fiſhes, like that of voila ani · | 
nals, confined to a ſingle region, or to one effort: ſhoals 
of one ſpecies follow thoſe of another through vaſt tracks 


pole even down to the 
equator. Thus the cod, from the banks of Newfound- 


land, purſues the whiting, which flies before it even to the 


ſouthern ſhores of Spain. The cachalot, a ſpecies of whale, 
is ſaid, in the fame manner, to purſue a ſhoal of herrings, 
and to ſwallow hundreds in a mouthful. 


This may be one cauſe of the annual migration of fiſhes 7 


from one part of the ocean to the other ; but there are dif- 
D 2 


5 ferent 


„ 
ferent motives, which come in aid of this alſo. Fiſhes way 
be induced to change the place of their reſidence, for one 
more ſuited to their conſtitutions, or more adapted to de- 
poſiting their ſpawn. | | 
All forts of fiſh, a few of the larger ones — mul- 
tiply their kind, ſome by hundreds and ſome by millions. 
There are ſome that bring forth their young alive, and 
ſome that only produce eggs: the former are rather the 
leaſt fruitful : yet even theſe are ſeen to produce in great 

abundance. The viviparous blenny, for inſtance, brings 
forth 2 or 300 at a time, all alive and playing round the 
parent together, Thoſe who exclude their progeny in a 
more imperfeCt ſtate, and produce eggs, which they are 
obliged to leave to chance, either on the bottom at the 
edge of the ſhore, or floating on the ſurface of deep water, 
are all much more prolific; and ſeem to proportion their 
ſtock to the danger there is of its conſumption. Of theſe = 
eggs thus depoſited, ſcarce one in an hundred brings forth 
an animal: they are devoured by all the leſſer fry that fre- 
quent the ſhores; by aquatic birds near the margin, and 
by the larger fiſh in deep water. Still, however, there 
are enough for ſu pplying the deep with inhabitants: and, 
notwithſtanding their own rapacity, and that of the fowls 
of various tribes, the numbers that eſcape are ſufficient to 
relieve the wants of a very conſiderable part of mankind. 


Indeed, when we conſider the numbers that a ſingle == 


| Is capable of producing, the amount will ſcem aſtoniſhing. 
Among other writers, Mr. Harmer has inveſtigated = 
this ſubject with uncommon attention; and the following 
table gives the reſult of his inquiries. The weights he 
uſed were avoirdupoiſe, and he reckoned 4374 grains to 


an ounce. See Phil. Tranſ. vol. 57s for 1767, art. XXX. 
Page 280. = 1 


ee 4 


15398 
Abſract of the Table. 
Weight of — 
nws. * * 
Grains. 
2571 
12540 
2200 
480 
1671 
12234 
7653 
_$100F 


| Weight. 
Fiſh 
oz. dr. 


Carp 25 8 
Cod-fiſh — 
Flounder 24 4 
Herring“ 5 10 
Mackarel 18 © 
= Wa  Þ 
. 56 . 
Prawn (127 grains) — 
Roach 10 6 361 
Shrimp | (39 grains) pe © 
—_—. 3.0 1491? 
M4. CY 547, 


Soal 


Eggs. 
203109 Apri 
3686760 De 
1357400 
21699 
546681 
28323 
49304 4 
3806 
81586 
38278 f 
100362 
383252 I 


Tench 


Such an amazing 1 if permitted | to come to ma- 
| turity, would over-ſtock nature; and even the ocean itſelf 
would not be able to contain, much leſs to provide for the 
half of its inhabitants. But two wiſe purpoſes are anſwered 


it preſerves the ſpecies in the 
midſt of numberleſs enemies, and ſerves to furniſh ihe reſt i 


by this amazing increaſe; 


with a ſuſtenance adapted to their nature. 


fun. 


D N ts 


* The ſeemingly miſtake! in the comparative wiigha of the « fiſh ; is 


accounted for in the original paper, Mr. Hanmer having weighed 


ſome fiſh of an uncommon ſiae, as the Flounder, and others of 
under ſize, as the Herring. 


All fiſhes, except the whale kind, are entirely diveſted 
oo & thoſe parental ſolicitudes which fo ſtrongly mark the 
manner of the more perfect terreſtrial animals. They have 
different ſeaſons for depoſiting their ſpawn; ſome, that 
lire in depths of the ocean, are ſaid to chooſe the winter 
months; but, in general, thoſe with which we are ac- 
quainted, ; chooſe the hotteſt months in ſummer, and prefer 
ſuch water as is ſomewhat warmed by the beams of the 


1 5 
+ 
1 * 
11 
\ 
: 
1 
4 
+! WM 
4 
i, 
Is 
} : 
5 
1 
14 514 
In . 
1 
4} * 
45 = 
' + 
I 
C 
S | L 
1 
41 1 
1 
. 
3 
. | 
1 
1 o 
4 0 
1 
. 44 
1 1 »+ | 
4 4 
* + 
it | 
th "1. 
1 
* l, 
| js 
: 4 14 
"1 N 
4 4 # 4 
p f 
WW 
4 | 7 
1 
* RK | 
. ; 1 T9 * 
* Bs . 
; 8 #4. 
! 
\/ : 71 
1 | 
if ! 
vs 
#1 
444 i 
i! 1 
10 
1 / : 
. 
* 
6 
. $ 
4 
1 
[1 
| BYY 
at af 
4. 
10 
4 2658 * 
ö 4. 
48 f 1 51 
1 ie 
1 4 
71 
j it 


222 il Zoe 4 
Rr 
"iT y 2 i 


_— 
— 


n 


— — 
— — 
„ 8 


— 8 — —— 
. 2 * „ ES PS a A 
— nr — ———— — 


* 
— — „ — ” 
_ Py — — — — — — A — — * 
. K . l . . int hed 
n — 6 ” 
— - py — 
— — — — _ - — - — 
2 28 i Ee OY * * * * 
ESE — 2 
t * . | . - 
. — 
— . —— — 2 — - — 


r 


MA: 


— 


mes > — 
— ñ—j— 


* ———— 


n 4 2 : 


— —ͤN— —— -- 
4 . 


= — — p « ” — _— , — 2 nd — > =P 
od rr rn — . — 


. 1 12 i As ; 
. 2 +: 8 — 


— - 
——— — R ———— — - 


# ee; — 
— — 


4 
e 2 — — 
— — — — — 
2 


— — — — — — — — — 
« - — 4 — - . — S — — 1 * — - PRES 
1 - + dps 2> = — <_—_—— — — — — Ee — a 
— - ; > 
- ” — — I -- L - — » 
— aq th > — — « . * — 1 R : 0 * — < Ry — — = 
_ * g 2 a « p < 2 WS . 4 — — = — — 4 — 
r — = —— - — + » of * a — 3 - 2 es — * + ww 2 r 3 — — — 2 — —_——_ _ - 
n 6 4 - — — + ys _— — 2 SC = a = — — IX N — = = 2 — 2 os = a8 * 5 py *. * + _ 4 * w Tp SS je _— = — l — e = m " >. 
n A - Ks a 2 p - q \ * n 70 - _— —" wy > . \ my 8 Þ 8 — r = ww — Ea . — 
FR ” . 7 WEE" ns. oY og > _ 5 * ⏑ „ 3 , EIS ry — . r __ 4 art L 2 w. N 2 — 9 — — 27 2 * J * N A — . 1 5 a 1 ay oh <4 p 2 » 1. RY _ 
by 5 N * ; 93 ; 4 | = — . — — 2 4 vn na I 4 \ 5 == 1 : ” FL - e 9 me —_ . L Bis * „ 7 N. 2 — — : 1 I d = D 
— 5 * _ IR — 2 g * þ _ — — — — A « — : ö - 47 4 * — | _ ** 
— * 2 , _ = — ao, y —_ b * =_ 
: 4 2 2 PI — . : _ \ 1 
— * — 
_ 2 


| 
[ 
} 
| 
| 
: 
, 
. 
' 


LPR 


8 
2 8 = Ry 
” * +. * 5 "FL ind © „ 
e aff "CLIC EIS 

RN _ SO 4 d 1 * * PR "0 4 5 

F 5 8 —— * 1 * — _— 
* aan * n . - 
3. 4 e — ds A 1 pn —— — 2 ag N —— - 


— 
8 . . 
r 2 "AY _ — 
* 
- i | £ - » 4% _ F _ * 9 ” - —— — 9 


— 


- * 7 g 4 — - LO _— * — 
_— — r 
5 2 4 "or 


— — — — * 


* 1 «ty * 
* r f . * 9 8 2 . 81 7 * * 5 £ 
2 r * 
ers 5 = < TT" 8 A png Be Bo 8 3 P” 
A q 4 1 y * 1 52 7 < 
* an Ah, and L » 4 -*- A * p * 
a - * 4 ha = of > + 4 * 1 * 
— ne Dy ia Fow gt Ka Ie £ 
* a þ — d; 
- as 9 " 7 25 * 1 . * — 
2 — . SF. 2 
p = 3 


4 * 4 „ 7 8 
8 8 8 . * * 1 is 4 & 7 * k-th —— 
: Ws ns Wl. ; 3 
— : - —C 88 : „ r - 4 2 <5 - — " 4 
> 1 4/5 : ts et - 4 4 1 — 2 — 
o - r — lp > — 


3 
9 


ſun, They then leave the deepeſt parts of the ocean, which 
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are the coldeſt, and ſhoal round the coaſts, or ſwim up the 
freſh-water rivers, that are warm as they are comparatively 
ſhallow. When they have depoſited their burdens, they 
then return to their old ſtations, and leave their progeny 


to ſhift for themſelves. 


The ſpawn continues in its a in ſome fiſh longer 5 


than in others, and this in proportion to the animal's ſize. 
In the ſalmon for inſtance, the young animal continues in 
the egg from the beginning of December till the beginning 
of April; the carp continues in the egg not above three 
weeks; the little gold fiſh from China is produced ſtill 
quicker. Theſe all, when excluded, at firſt eſcape by 


their minuteneſs and agility. They riſe, ſink, and turn 


much readier than grown fiſh ; and they can eſcape into very 
ſhallow waters when purſued. But, with all their advan- 
tages, ſcarce one in a thouſand ſurvives the numerous 
perils of its youth The very male and female that have 
given them birth, are equally dangerous and formidable 
with the reſt, forgettiog all relation at their departure. * 


Such is the general practice of theſe heedleſs and hun - 


Dn gry creatures: but there are ſome in this claſs, living in 
: waters, that are poſſeſſed of finer organs, and higher 
ſenſations ; and have all the tenderneſs of birds and qua- 
drupeds for their young; that nurſe them with conſtant 
care, and protect them from every injury. Of this claſs 
are the cetaceous tribe, or the fiſhes of the whale kind. 


There are others, though not capable of nurſing their 


young, yet that bring them alive into the world, and de- 
fend them with courage and activity. Theſe are the car- | 

| tilaginous kinds, or thoſe who have griſtles inſtead of 
bones. But the fierce unmindful tribe we have been de- 


{cribing, that leave their ſpawn witheut any protection, 


t ss 1 


ure called the Swe, or boty kinds, from their bones re- 
ſembling the ſharpneſs of thorns. 

Thus there are three grand diviſions i in the fiſh kind: 
the cetaceous the cartilaginous, and the hinaus; all dif- 
feting from each other in their conformation, their appe- 
tites, in their bringing forth, and in their care of their 
young. Theſe three great diſtinctions are not the capri- - 
cious difference formed by a maker of ſyſtems, but are 
7 ſtrongly and firmly marked ia nature. Theſe are the diſ- 
uUnctions of Ariſtotle; and they have been 2 by man- 
* ever ſince his time. | 
Ass on land, there are ſome orders mn animals that ſeem | 
| fmt to command the reſt, with greater powers and 

more various inſtincts, ſo. in the ocean there are fiſhes 

' which ſeem formed upon a nobler plan than others, and 
| that, to their fiſhy form, Join the appetites and the con- 

formation of quadrupeds. Theſe all are of the cetaceous 

| kind, which are raiſed as many degrees above other fiſhes 
in their nature, as they are in general in their ſize, This 
tribe is compoſed of the whale, and its varieties, of the 
cachalot, the dolphin, the grampus, and the porpus. 

Theſe fiſh never produce above one young, or two at the 
moſt, ata time; and this the female ſuckles entirely in the 
manner of quadrupeds; her breaſts —_ * as in the 5 
* kind, above the navel. 051 5 
It is not only upon land that man bath n his power . mw 
of deſtroying the larger tribes of quadrupeds; he has 
extended his efforts even in the midſt of the ocean; and i 
has cut off numbers of thoſe enormous animals that had 
poſſibiy exiſted for ages. We now no longer hear of 

whales from 200 to 250 feet long, which were often 
en two centuries ago. _ have all been de- 
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ſorted; but ſo great has been the deſtruction of whales 
ſince the reign of queen Elizabeth, that they begin to grow | 
thinner every year; and thoſe that are found there, ſeem, 
from their ſize, not come to their full dimenſions. The 
greateſt whales reſort to places where they have the leaſt 
diſturbance ; to thoſe ſeas that are on the oppoſite fide of the 
globe, near the ſouth pole. In this part of the world, 
there are ſtill to be ſeen whales about 160 feet long; and 
perhaps even longer might be found in thoſe latitudes 
near the ſouth pole, to which we bave not as yet ven- 
tured, v Lal 


31 
ſtroyed by the ſkill of mankind, and the ſpecies is now 
dwindled into a race of diminutive animals, from 30 to 

80 feet long. 


The northern ſeas of Spitſbergen Mey Se were 
once the region to which the largeſt of theſe - animals re- 


Though this eau be wenderfal; yet Gill greater 
ankles: may poſſibly be concealed i in the deep, which we 


have not had opportunities of exploring. The whales are 
obliged to ſhew themſelves in order to take breath; but 
who knows the ſize of thoſe animals that are fitted to re- 
main for ever under water, and that * * rer 
in magnitude for centurie s 2 


We have ſeen that fiſnes of "AE cetaceous kind EY a | 


. ſang reſemblance to quadrupeds in their conformation} 
| thoſe of the cartilaginous kinds are more than one remove 


| ſeparated from them; they form the ſhade that completes 
| ie 1 — gradations of nature. *** 


4 ! 


Cartilaginous fiſh may be divided, 
n thoſe of the ſhark kind, 9 4 


4 * white ſhark —baſking ſhark—blue ſhark-— balance 
2 — horned: — fiſh—dog 


fiſh 


i 1 
fiſh—cat fiſh—ſea fox the zygaena—the tope—ani the 


porbeagle. Theſe are all of the ſame nature, and differ 


more in ſize than in figure or conformation. 


2. Flat fiſh, comprehending the torpedo - the flaite— 


the ſharp- noſed NN rou gh NS thornback—and 
the fire flare, ' 


the pride—and the pipe fiſh. - 
4. The ſturgeon and its enki 2 fk. 


and the fiſhing frog. fois 


The third general miles of kilhes i is into that of the : 


e or bony kind. 


Of this claſs are already known Run, 400. 8 of = 
Which the following are à part, viz. the eel, cod, ling, 
Hake, tuſk, haddock, whiting, pollack, doree, - holybut, 
ſalmon, trout, herring, mackarel, pike, perch, charr, 
-mullet, carp, ſhad, tench, dace, roack, gudgeon, pil- 
chard, ſmall ſprat, tunny, turbot, plaice; ſoal, flounder. m_ 
The fourth diviſion conſiſts of the ſhell kind, as the tor- 
toiſe or turtle, lobſter, crab, Prawn, « — e 


oyſter, nn and cockle. 


| Migration ef the Herrings. my 


'T 3 are ſome fiſhes, -as the herring, cod- kid, bad- 
5 dock, whiting, mackarel, tunny, and pilchard, that may 
be called fiſh of paſſage, and bear a ſtrong aualogy to birds 
of paſſage, both from their ſocial diſpoſition, and the i im- 6 
menſity of their numbers. Other fiſh live in our vicinity, 
and reſide on our conlls all the year round ; or keep in the 


* * | 


3. The lender ſoake-ſhaped kind 20S: the. lawprey— 


<q 5 A "ey of eee figures and natures, that 
0 as the ſun fiſlh— 
WW wn em- the etrodon—the ſea ſail—the che 3 
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the higheſt northern latitudes within the arctic circle. In 
thoſe inacceſſible ſeas, that are covered with ice during a 
great part of the year, the herring find a quiet and fure 
retreat from all their numerous enemies : there neither man, 
nor their till more deſtructive enemy, the ſun-fiſh, or the 
cachalot, the moſt voracious of the whale kind, dares to 
purſue tbemm. 


their ſquadrons. 


5 - extenſive ruin. 


depths of the ocean, and are but ſeldom feen : but theſe, 
at ſtated ſeaſons, viſit the more ſouthern ſhores with regu- 


lar certainty, generally returning the ſame week in the ſuc- 
ceeding year, and often the ſame day. 


The herrings are found, in the greateſt abundance, in 


The great colony of berring fats out FR the icy ſea y 


= about the middle of winter, compoſed of ſuch numbers as 

do exceed the powers of imagination, but they no ſooner 

leave their retreats, than millions of enemies appear to thin 

The ſun- ſiſn, and the cachalot devour 

hundreds ata time; the porpus, the grampus, the ſhark, . 

cod-fiſh, haddocks, pollacks, and the whole numerous 
tribe of dog-fiſh find them an eaſy prey, and deſiſt from 

making war upon each other: but ſtill more, the innum- 

| bered flocks of ſea fowl, that chiefly inhabit near the pole, 

watch the outſet of their 2 W and ſpread 3 


* 


In this exigence, the defenceleſs emigrants find noother 


ſafety but by crowding cloſer together, like ſheep / —_— 

£ frightened, and leaving to the outmoſt bands the danger 

of being firſt devoured. The main body begins : at a cer- = 
tain latitude to ſeparate into two great diviſions, one of 


which moves to the weſt, and pours down along the coaſt 
of America, as far ſouth as Carolina, and are fo numer- 
us in the Chelipent bay, as to became 2 nuiſance to the 
| ſhores. | 


1 9 1 
thores. The other diviſion takes an eaſtern direftion, 
towards Europe, and falls in with the great iſland of Ice- 
land about the beginning of March; upon their arrival on 
that coaſt, their phalanx, which has already ſuffered 
conſiderable diminutions, is nevertheleſs found to be of 
amazing extent, depth, “ and cloſeneſs, occupying a 
ſurface equal to the dimenſions of Great Britain and 
Ireland, but ſubdivided into columas of five or ſix miles 
in . and three or four in breadth, each line or co- 
lumn being led, according to the idea of fiſhermen, by 
herrings of more than ordinary ſize. The herrings ſwim 
near the ſurface, ſinking now and then for ten or fifteen 
minutes. The forerunners of thoſe who viſit the Britiſh 
kingdoms appear off Shetland in April or May, and the 
grand body begins to be perceived in June. Their ap- 
proach is known to the fiſhers by a ſmall rippling of the 
| water, the reflection of their brilliancy, and the number 
of ſolan geeſe or gannets, and other aerial perſecutors, 
who. feaſt richly upon this offered bounty ; and who, with 
the marine attendants, may be a concurrent cauſe of driv- 
ing the ſhoals into bays and creeks. Here new enemies 
await theſe Heaven · directed ſtrangers. Whole fleets of 
Dutch, French, Flemiſh, Pruſſian, and Daniſh veſſels, 
With all the apparatus of netting, are in readineſs on a : 
fixed day, to drag, the ocean, thereby ſnatching from the : 
| ſhoals, not hundreds, but bundreds of Horne, ny 
night from June till September. 
The Shetland iflands, where the 1 meet t with the 
firſt interruption, in their progreſs louthwards, lie at the 
diſtance of 190 miles due north from the mainland of 


is dive wire bn, tha the depth of the ſhoals upon the coaſt 
25 of Norway, reaches 200 fathoms from the ſurface of the ocean. 


Scotland, 


L 6 1 
Scotland, and extend almoſt a degree in length. Though 
theſe iſlands break, and ſeparate the grand body of the 
herrings i into two parts, theſe wanderers ſtill continue their 
courſe to the ſouthward. One diviſion proceeds along the 
eaſt ſide of Britain, pays its tribute to the Orkneys, the 
Murray Firth, the coaſts of Aberdeen, Angus and Fife ; 
the great river Forth, the coaſt of Scarborough, and par- 
ticularly the far projecting land at Yarmouth, the ancient 
and only mart of herrings in England, where they appear 
in September, and are found in conſiderable quantities till 
_ Chriſtmas. During this ſeaſon they ſend a conſiderable 
ſupply to the London market; and paſſing down the chan- 
nel, they pay a ſlight viſit to the north coaſt of France, 
but ſo exhauſted and im poveriſhed, that they are very im- 
proper for commercial purpoſes, though they are both 
pickled and reddened by that induftrious people, for ex- 
Portat:on 10 their Weſt. India Fe as well as for home 
ale. 330 
. The other brigade take their courſe from the Shetland 
iſlands, along the welt f de of Britain, and are obſerved to 
be larger and fatter than thoſe on the eaſt ſide. After 
paſſing the Shetland and the Orkney iſles, they crowd i in 
amazing quantities into the lakes, bays, and narrow chan- 
nels of the ſhires of Sutherland, Roſs and [nverneſs; ; Which, 
with the Hebride iſles, eſpecially the Long Illand, com- 
5 poſe the greateſt ſtationary herring fiſhery 1 in Britain, that 
upon the coaſt of Shetland excepted. Sometimes, as in 
1784 and 1786, this ſhoal, in its ſouthern progreſs, 
edges cloſe upon the extenſive coaſt of Argyleſhire; fills 
every bay and creek; viſits, in ſmall detachments, the 
1 irth of Elpdes?.: Le and other. lakes within 


uu the 


It generally happens that wherever the herrings appear 1 
any loch or bay, they return every ſucceeding ſeaſon for ſeven or 
| more 


* 
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the entrance of that river; the coaſt of Airſhire, 


and of Galloway, to the head of the Solway Firth. Hav- 


ing performed this friendly office to the weſtern ſtiores of 


Scotland, the ſhoal proceeds towards the north of Ireland; 


where, meeting with a ſecond interruption, it is again di- 


vided into two brigades; one ſhoal paſſes down the Iriſh | 
channel, viſits the Iſle of Man, and affords an occaſional 
| ſupply to the eaſt coaſt of Ireland, and the weſt coaſt of 
England, as far as the Briſtol Channel. The other ſhoal 
ſkirts along the north-welt coaft of Ireland, ſometimes fil- 


ling one loch ſometimes another, when it gradually diſap- 
| pears, and is finally loſt in the immenſity of the Atlantic.” 


So bountiful is providence to the inhabitants of the Britiſh 


Iſles, in one article of food only. 


& Were we inclined, ſays a well known writer, to con- 
ſider this partial migration of the herring in a moral light, 5 
we might reflect with veneration and awe on the Mighty 
Power which originally impreſſed on this molt uſeful body 


of his creatures the inſtinct that directs and points out the 


| Gourſe, that bleſſes and enriches theſe iſlands, which cauſes 
them at certain and invariable times to quit the vaſt polar 
deeps, and offer themſelves to our expecting fleets. That 


| benevolent Being has never, from the earlieſt records, been 


once known to withdraw his bleſſing from the whole, 
1 though he often thinks proper to deny it to particulars; * 
x yet this partial failure (for which we ſee no natural reaſon) == 
ſhould fill us with the moſt exalted and d grateful ſenſe of 


| more years — — year 1759, there were few or no 
herrings in the Firth of Clyde, till laſt ſeaſon (1786), when whole 


ſhoals penetrated as high as Dunbarton, fix miles above Greenock. 
The herrings were young and. ſmall, and from this the inhabitants 


expect a plentiful * of full- grown herrings for ſeveral 7 to 
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16 1 
his providence, for impreſſing ſo invariable and general 
an inſtin& on theſe fiſh towards a ſouthward migration, 
when the whole is to be benefited, and to withdrew it 
only when a minute part is to ſuffer, 
This impreſſion was given them, that they might re- 
move for the ſake of depoſiting their ſpawn in warmer 
| ſeas, that would mature and vivify it more aſſuredly than 
thoſe of the frigid zone. It is not from defect of food that 
they ſer themſelves in motion, for they come to us full of 
fat, and on their return are almoſt univerſally obſerved to 
be lean and miſerable. What their food is near the pole, 
we are not yet informed; but i in our ſeas they feed much 
on the oniſcus marinus, a cruſtaceous inſect, and ſome- = 
times on their own _ 5 

* They are in full roe to the end of June, and continue 
in perfection till the beginning of winter, when they begin 
to depoſit their ſpawn. Though we have no particular 
authority for it, yet as very few 1 young herrings are found 
in our ſeas during the winter, it ſeems moſt certain that 
they muſt return to their parental haunts beneath the i ice, 


to repair the vaſt deſtruction of their race during ſummer, 
by men, fowl, and fiſh.” ret 


| Review al the Herring F rien. 


. The * coaſt of Scotland may be conſidered as, one 
continued fiſhery, diſtinguiſhed, however, by various 


0 nam es: 


1. The Shetland, or Northern Fiſhery. 


ol That on the eaſt ſide of the kingdom; from the rent 
land Firth to Berwick. 


3 The Weſtern, or Hebride Fiſhery, "0 


LE The ſurface of theſe iſlands is rock, or moſs, and in the 


[ 63 } 
The Shetland, or Northern Fiftery. 


I fhall confine myſelf to the firſt mentioned fiſheries ; the 
Faſt Country Herring Fiſhery is moſtly neglected, and the 
Weſtern Fiſhery has been deſcribed in the preceding journal. 
The Shetland Iſles are ſituated between 60 and 61 degrees 
of north latitude, about one degree north from the Orkney 
Illes, 100 miles from the mainland of Scotland, and nearly 
the ſame diftance from the coaſt of Norway. Of theſe 
Iſlands forty-ſix are inhabited, beſides a number of leſſer 
ones, which afford a little graſs, and are called bolms z 
others are mere rocks, the reſidence of voracious ſea fowls, 
which, like. the human ſpecies, reſort hither after the her- 
rings and other fiſhes that abound on theſe ſhores. The 
principal iſland of this diviſion is called Mainland ; 
it extends about ſixty miles from north to ſouth, is in 
general very narrow, and much interſected with bays or 
openings, ſome of which penetrate almoſt from ſide to ſide. 


| valleys, a ſcanty portion of clay ſoil, which produces ſmall 
crops of barley and black oats, but very unequal to the 
wants of 20,000 inhabitants, who in bad ſeaſons experi- 
ence all the diſtreſſes of poverty and famine. Nature, 
: however, has been more liberal to their ſhores, not only 


pe in herriogs, but in various ſpecies of white fiſh, the con- 


| Gant attendants of the herriogs | in their annual | migrations = 


= from north to ſouth. 


- Lerwic, the principal town on theſe iſlands, | ” 0 
ſituated upon a narrow channel of the mainland, called 


: Braſſa Sound. Here the Dutch and other foreigners reſort 


to the fiſheries at the appointed ſeaſons, when Lerwic has 
all the 3 of a continued market c , 
I N We 
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We have, in the View of the Britiſh Embire,. traced the 
origin of the Dutch fiſheries on the ſhores of Scotland, 
which have proved ſo beneficial to the former, that 
| the relation thereof would be conſidered as fabulous or 
* chimerical, were it not fully authenticated by the joint teſ- 
timony of Dutch and Britiſh writers, as well as by the 
ſtatutes and archives of both countries. 

Sir Walter Raleigh relates, That, in 1603, the Dutch 
fold to different nations as many herrings as amounted to 

1,7 59,000]. That, in 1615, they at once ſent out 
2000 buſſes, and employed in them 37, 00 fiſhermen. 
That, in 1618, they ſent out 3000 buſſes, with 50,000 
men, to take the herrings, and 9ooo more veſſels to tranſ- 
port and fell the fiſh ; which, by ſea and land, employed 
150, co men, beſides thoſe firſt mentioned. All this 
wealth ſays he, was gotten on our coaſts ; while our at- 
tention was taken up in a diſtant whale fiſhery. 

Sir William Monſon, after raking a review of the great 2] 
commerce carried on dy the Dutch, in various parts of the 
world, which he aſcribes chiefly to their fiſheries, proceeds | 
thus; © There needs no repetition of any former relation; 
for truth has ſpoke 1 it, which is fo glorious of herſelf, that 
it needs no ſhade to give it better gloſs : in what follows 
0 will demonſtrate by the particular proceedings of the 
Hollanders, in their pinks and buſſes, what certain gain 
they yearly raiſe out of them; and when experience, the 
mother of knowledge, ſhall make it apparent to vou, 1 
1 you will remember what you are, and how eaſy you : 
may make yourſelf and country by it. : 

From the Texel in Holland to Braſſa Sound in Shetland, 
an iſland belonging to his majeſty's dominions in Scotland, 
is two hundred thirty and odd leagues, whither there re- 


ſort 


id 
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rings till then unſeaſonable to ſalt, for their fatneſs. 
** Every one of theſe veſſels that day directs its courſe 


to find out the ſhoal of herrings, like a hound that pur- 
ſues the head of a dear in bunting : when they have laden 
their buſſes, which is ſooner or later, as they find the 


ſhoal of herrings, they preſently return home for Hol- 
| land, and leave their herr ings aſhore to be there repacked, 


and from thence immediately to be ſent into the Sound 


(the Baltic), where they receive them for a great dainty. 


The buſſes having thus diſburthened themſelves in 
Holland, once more furniſhed with victuals, caſks and 
falt, they repair to ſea to look out the ſhoal they had 
formerly left; and then finding them, and filling them 
| once Dango do As "wy -did — return to Hol- 


land. 


F ſterling each ſhip. 


Many times this fiſhing fleet is NEO ES ads certain = : 
1 veſſels called yawgers, which carry ſalt, caſk, and victuals, 
to truck with the buſles for their herrings, and carry them 
directly into the Sound; without returning into Holland ; 
for it is a matter of great conſequence and gain, to bring 
the firſt herrings into the Sound; for there they are 
3 eſteemed as partridges with us, at their firſt coming: but 
e * late * the- . are kms by the 


fort the 22 of 23d of June well nigh 2000 fiſhing veſſels.” 
The 24th they put to ſea, being prohibited till that day, 
and a penalty upon the breaker thereof, holding the her- 


"0 Nor thits deb the third time. ite iir to the 
ſhoal, as aforeſaid ; and in their three fiſhings, computing 
— the leaſt, they take to the number of 100 laſts of her- 
rings, which being valued at ten pounds the laſt, which 
is not ſeventeen ſhillings a * will amount. to 1000 15 
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Nate, carrying or r trucking away their herrings, till they 
firſt land them in Holland; which will prove the more 
commodious to us.“ 


Sir William proceeds next to ſtate the expence of a buſs 
of ſeventy tons from the ſtocks, with the price of her nets, 


tackling, falt, victuals, caſks, men's wages, and other 
particulars; likewiſe, of a pink of forty tons, for the 
White fiſhery, He alſo draws a compariſon between the 

Welt. India trade and the Britiſh fiſheries, wherein he uſes 


various arguments to prove, that the latter branch i is, upon 
the whole, more important than the former, a 


| the firſt attention of the Britiſh government. You will 
wonder, e ſays he,” being born a ſubject of England, —_ 
caſting your eyes upon the gainful foil of the land, that 
you never conceived what the ſea afforded : I confeſs it 
were impoſſible for you to live in that ignorance, if it did 
not appear by the enſuing diſcourſe, how you, your 
country, and eſpecially the princes of theſe realms, have . 
been abuſed, and the profit thereof concealed. 
What better light can we have for this POS" chan 
from our neareſt and intimateſt friends the Hollanders ? 
who, by their long travels, their exceſſive pains,' thelr in- 
genious inventions, their incomparable induſtry, and pro- 
vident care, have exceeded all other nations in their ad- 
ventures and commerce, and made all the world familiar 
Vith them in traffic; whereby we may juſtly attribute to 
them, what the Chineſe aſſumed to themſelves, that only 


and merits 


they have two eyes, the Europeans but one, and all the 


reſt of the world none. How can this better r than 
out of their labours and our fiſh only? 


They have increaſed the number of veſſels ; 1 ; 
have \ applied the world with food, Which otherwiſe 


EY would 


would have found a ſcarcity; they have advanced trade 1 
ſo abundantly, that the wealth of ſubjects and the cuſtoms i Il | 
of prinees have found the benefit of it; and laſtly, they —— 2 
1 thus provided for themſelves, and all people of all =. 
forts, though they be impotent and lame, that want 1 
em ae or that are forced to ſeek work for their 8 
- maintenance. 7 $ 1 
And becauſe their quantity of gh b is not to be TR "i 
in their own provinces, but to be diſperſed in all parts | j 1 | 
of Europe, I will give you an account of it, as it hath | 4 
deen carefully obſerved and taken out of the cuſtom-houſe * #| 
books beyond the ſeas.* | 1 i 
Il four provinces within the Sound, viz, Koningſ- % | 
berg, Melvin, Stetin, and Dantzick, there are vended in 1 0 
4 year betwixt 30 and 40, ooo laſts of herrings ; which i | 
"Wi 4 amount to more than 620,000 Pounds; and we ji 
ebe mere Sweden, Leiſland, Rie, Regel, 7 
1 and other towns within the Sound, take off above ; 
10, ooo laſts, worth 160,000 pounds. : 
„ The Hollanders fend into Ruſſia above 1 500 laſts of 
Hherrings, fold at 27,000 a] * we not above 2 
or forty laſts. : 
Stöcke, Hamburgh, ne 1 Embden, wr upon the 
river Elbe, in fiſh and berriags above 6000 laſts, fold „ 
© 100,000 pounds; and we none. 
* Cleveland, Juliers, up the River Rhine, Nast, 
; cal N over all Germany, in and | begs 
* This account is equally curious ad intereſting, as it points 
out dos markets then exiſting, and which ſtill remain , though in a 
E 2 VV near 
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near 22000 laſts, amounting to 440,000 pounds; and 
we none. 


1 Gelderland, Artois, Hainhaut, Brabant, Flanders, 


and the archduke's countries, 8 or 9ooo laſts, ſold at 
eighteen pounds the laſt, amounts to 160, 000 pounds: ; 


and we none. | | 
At Roan in Normandy, 500 laſts of bers ſold 


at 10,000 pounds; and we net 100 laſts; there com- 


monly ſold for twenty, and ſometimes * — 
laſt. 


6c Beſides what they fern 1 in Holland, and ſell there 10 


older nations, the ralue of many hundred thouſand 
. pounds. 


Nov having perfected the minds of the Hollanders : 


fiſh, caught in our ſeas, and vended into foreign countries, f 
our ſhame will manifeſtly appear, that of ſo many thou- 
ſand laſts of fiſh, and ſo many hundred thouſand pounds 


laſts taken and vended by us. 


in money made by them; ; we cannot give account of 150 


3 Hollanders are no leſs to be commended. in the 


benefit they make of the return of their fiſh; for what 
commodity ſoever any country yields in lieu thereof, they 


tranſport in their own veſſels into Holland, where they have = 


b 2 continual ſtaple of all commodities brought out of the 5 
_ ſouth, from thence ſent into the north and the eaſt coun- en 
tries: the like they do from out of the north into the 
; ſouth, their ſhips continually going and bringing ineſtima- be, 
| ble profit ; ; like a weaver's ſhuttle, he caſts from one hand 


to another, ever in action, BY his gain appear" in the cloth 


he makes. 


«© But the greateſt navigation of theirs, and of moſt i im- 


* tance to their ſtate, for maintenance of ſhips of bur- 


— sr a 


then 


r 
then and ſtrength, is into the Streights, from the port of 
Marſeilles, along the coaſt as far as Venice. During theſe 
eighteen years laſt paſt they have ſo increaſed their navi- 
gation, whereas before they had not above two ſhips to 
five of ours within the Streights, within the ſaid eigh- 
teen years they are able to ſhew ten of theirs to one of 
ours, and merely by the trade of fiſh; for true it is, that 
there is no commodity in the world of ſo great bulk and 
ſmall value, or that can ſet ſo * ſhips of burthen to 
work. TY. 7 
Wo The principal work I am at, is FLSY to undertake 

the Hollanders with our own weapons, and how to equal 
them with pinks, buſſes, and other veſſels, till we be made 
partners with them in the fiſhing: not out of envy to their 
labours; or to revenge diſcourteſies: only we will ſeek to 
do what nature dictates, viz. 10 enjoy and make uſe of f 
our 0wn, by the countenance of our bleſſed king, that in 
juſtice gives all people their right and due. 
I preſent you not with toys to pleaſe children, or 
with ſhadows of untruths; for I know truth to be ſo 
noble of itſelf, that it makes him honourable that pro- 


nounces it; and that an honeſt man will rather bear wit⸗ 


neſs againſt friendſhip than truth. I have made it appear 
with what facility the Hollanders go through with the gel- 


den mine of theirs, which they ſo term in their proclama- 


tion extant: I make proof that their buſſes and pinks are 


built to take fiſh; that they fill themſelves thrice . 


8 ſummer with fiſh ; ; that this fiſh is vended and eſteemed as 


2 a precious food in all the parts of Europe ; and that the 
return thereof gives them means to live and breathe; with= 


out which they could not. | 
3 | oh 


1 


fetch out of divers other placęs; and yet are theſe no more 
available to undertake their fiſhing and navigation, than 
weapons are without hands to fight. Their iron, hemp, 


for to ſeveral countries; z and if at any time out of diſplea- 


E 1 


0 It is manifeſt that fiſh has brought them to a great 
ſtrength both by land and fea, and fame withal, in main- 
taining their inteſtine war againſt fo great 92 From an 
enemy as the king of Spain. 

« And if all theſe benefits appear in them, and norking 


but ſhame and ſcorn in us, let us enter into the cauſe there- 
of, and ſeek to amend it; let us labour to follow their 
example, which is better than a fchoolmaſter to teach us. 


Nothing is our bane but idleneis, which ingeaders igno- 
rance, and ignorance error; all which we may be taxed 


with; for to a ſlothful man nothing is ſo eaſy, but it will 
. prove difficult, if it be done willingly. 55 


There are but two . required in this work; : 


that is to ſay, a will to undertake it, and money to go 
through with it, which being found we will place cha- 

rity to begin at home with ourſelves, before we yield it 

to our neighbours ; and then this buſineſs will appear to 
be effected with more benefit, more ſtrength, more re- 


nown, more happineſs, and leſs expence than Hollanders 


have or can go through withal, Time is the moſt pre- 


cious experience ; and you ſhall find that time will cure our 
careleſſneſs paſt, that reaſon could not hitherto do. 


* be inſtruments by which the Hollanders work, are 8 


their veſſels of ſeveral kinds, as I have declared, not pro- 


duced out of their own country; for it yields nothing vs to 
further it, but their own pains and labour. 


> Their wood, timber, and. planks to build ſhips, POR 


cordage, barrel- boards, bread and malt, they are deholding 


ſure | 


1 5 
ſure they be prohibited the tranſ portation, they are to ſeek 


a new occupation, for the ſtate fails. 
 « Comparing their caſualties and inconveniencies with 
ours, you ſhall diſcern the advantage and benefit God has 
given us, in reſpect of them; for all the materials former- 
ly repeated, that go to their ſhipping, England yields 
moſt of them, or in little time the earth will be made to 
produce them in abundance ; fo that we ſhall not need to 
| ſtand upon the courteſy of our neighbours, or to venture 
the hazard of the ſea in fetching them. 
| 4 Whereas all manner of people, of what degree 65 
ever in Holland, have commonly a ſhare, according to 
their abilities, in this fiſhing ; and that the only exception 


amongft ourſelves, is the want of money to undertake it, 
you ſhall underſtand how God and nature have provided — 


| for us; for I will apparently anſwer the objection of mo- 
ney, and caſt it upon the lluggiſhneſs and ill-diſpoſition 
of our people, who if they will take away the cauſe of 
this imputation, they ſhall take away the offence due to . 
and by which we are ſcandalized. 
ln the objection of lack of money to ſet on foot this 5 
5 work, it would ſeem ridiculous to ſtrangers that behold = 
the wealth and glory of this kingdom, with the ſump- 
ons buildings, the coltly inſide of houſes, the maſs of 
plate to deck them, the daily hoſpitality and number of 


ſervants to honour their maſters, and their charitable © 
alms diſtributed out of their ſuperfluities. And to de- 


| ſcend to people in particular, if they behold the bravery 
of apparel vainly ſpent, the rich and curious jewels to 

- adorn their bodies, and the needleſs expences yearly waſt- 
ed, they would conclude, that it was not want, but will, = 
that muſt be our impediment.” 


E = Aer 
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After enumerating the various natural productions raiſed 
in England favourable to the fiſheries, Sir William en- 
forces his favourite theme, by ſundry nautical remarks, all 
of them proving beyond a doubt, the ſuperior advan- 
tages which the natives enjoy from their local ſituation; 
and the riches yet in ſtore from this inexhauſtible 


1 ww, to all Britiſh OR who ſhall ſearch after 


fi All the ſhoals tid an anonymous author) appointed 
by the immutable decree to poſſeſs the firths and bays on 
the eaſt ſhore of Britain, come into the German ſea by 
the caſt ſide of Shetland, and that not many leagues from 
ſhore ; as thoſe appointed to ſpawn on our north and weſt 
bays of Scotland, which are much the ** numbers, 
q ſwim by the weſt ſide of it. 1 
_—— theſe natives of our Scots bays i in the German — 
ſen ſwim cloſe by the ſhore, which is the reaſon they can- 
not eſcape, and are ſo broken that they never come in 
confirmed ſhoals, or great bodies, to their ſpawning beds, 
any year the Dutch can conſtantly keep at ſea the months 
of June and July. For how is it poſſible to eſcape 5 or 
b00 miles of nets that every night ſtrains ny foot "_ 
of water five or fix leagues from the ſhore? — 0 
Every Dutch buſs has a large mile length of very 
LS” deep nets dragging after him every night from ſun-ſet to 
| ſuu- riſing. There are about 6 or 700 of them come now 
generally out, the conſtant ſtation of all theſe is the 
eaſt coaſt of Shetland; they never go further than four or 
ſive leagues from the ſhore, yea I have ſeen them fiſh 
within half a league. The nearer the ſhore, ſo that 
there js water deep enough to keep their nets from the 
bottom, 7 fiſh the better ; for the herrings that make 
_ their 


T%3 


their "EY to the caſt coaſt, ſwim cloſe by the ſkore 
for no compaſs more juſtly directs the ſhip to her port, 


| than the leaders of that innumerable army of herring 


guide their body to the particular bay or firth natural 


to them, and they directly make for. 
© They many years make two or three loaded returns; 4 


and this laſt ſummer (1728), though our few buſſes came 


home almoſt empty, I am credibly informed, the Dutch, 


after ours came away, carried two or three freights home, 
though it is certain the ſtormineſs of the ſummer hin- 
dered their fiſting the true right herring on the coaſt of 
Shetland; but the latter end of the year, by their good 
| patience, they ſtaid out the bad weather, and though 
they did not fiſh the good fat herring they commonly 
uſed, in the proper ſtation for ſuch herring; they followed 
the herring, picked up their loadings of ſpent big bellied 
ones on the coaſt of Caithneſs, Buchan, Banff, and all 
the Murray Firth. Any was better than going home 
; empty handed. 
EE.” happy for our ſhallow waters, or firth- Gſh- 
ing, the ſummer was ſo bad, that the Dutch could not 
fiſh on the eaſt coaſt of Shetland, to take, break, or di- 


vert the ſhoals, that by the command, and unalterable 8 


decree of the firſt omnipotent fat, are appointed con- 


ſtantly to keep that very route to come to our ſhores and 

| propagate their kinds. For ſince the French, in queen 
Ann's reign, burnt 5 or 600 Dutch buſſes in one day, we 
had not fo many herrings 1 in our firths and bays on the eaſt ET 


coaſt of Scotland, as we had this year.” 


Mir. Groſett, a Gentleman of Dutch d 3 1 11 _ 
following remarks, in a pamphlet on the grownh of the 


Dutch States, and the cauſes thereof. = 
— * we * the leaſt attention to the original ſtate * 
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the Dutch fiſheries, or by what means they raiſed themſelves 
to their preſent ſtate of opulence, we ſhall find that they were 
abſolutely nothing more than mere fiſhermen, who had 
collected themſelves into a ſmall body, from different quar- 
ters, and lived in huts, erected upon a ſpot then called 
Damſluys, which till retains its name; but to the aſto- 
niſhment of travellers, when inquired for, will be found 
in the centre of the famous city of Amſterdam ; which, 
though originally nothing more than a poor fiſhing ham- 
let, now pretends to diſpute conſequence with the firſt 
trading city of the known world London. 

_ « Early in the twelfth century, their progreſs was ſo 
great, that the Harlemers and Waterlanders became jea - 
lous of them, embraced a frivolous opportunity of joining 
Jobn VI. Count Florent, attacked the poor fiſnermen, 
and totally deſtroyed their habitations to the very founda- 


duns. In 1 300, they found themſelves re- aſſembled i ina 


_ conſiderable body, on the old ſpot; and in 1342 they 
obtained a renewal of their privileges from the then reign» 
ing Count Florent, William IV. In 1346, the lordſhip 
bk that domain devolved to the Earls of Holland by mar- 
_ Triage, ſince which they have increaſed by degrees to their 
preſent pitch of undoubted opulence. 
The great increaſe of people, in proceſs of time, 4 5 
nged them to ſeek new fields of employment. Of courſe, 
none could be more eligible than the fiſhery which they 
| Giſcovered on the coaſts of Ireland, and weſtern iſlands of 
1 This branch“ they fipck cloſely to, till the 


Fog 


Mr. Groſſett is under a miſtake in making the weſt fide of 
Britain the ſeat of the Dutch herring fGſheries. A few families 
were permitted to ſettle, as before obſerved, on the Lewis Iſland, 
aud were altewards Rom "aye The great Dutch fiſhery was 

formerly, 
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Engliſh diſcovered the Whale Fiſhery, in Queen Elizabeth'y 
time. From 1598 the Engliſh carried on that branch 
unrivalled till 1612, when the Hollanders ſent their 
firſt ſhip to Spitſbergen, or Greenland, in hopes of reap- 
ing a part of the benefit of that moſt beneficial difcavery. 
The Engliſh claimed the property as the firſt diſcoverers, 


and would not allow the Dutch to fiſh thereabout, or have 
any ſhare in ſo profitable a trade. The conteſt ran high, 


and ſundry bickerings enſued between the ſhips of both 


nations. At length the ſtares general, unwilling to give 
| offence to king James, ſent a deputation to England, ta 
treat upon the ſubject of the freedom of the fiſhery; the 
king avoided giving any abſolute deciſion in point of 
right; yet at the ſame time his majeſty not encouraging 
the Engliſh merchants to diſturb the Dutch, it remained 
a matter undetermined, and both parties went on fiſhing 
as before. Soon after, the Danes, Hamburghers, and 
French, began, and bare ever fince continned to 6% in 
thoſe ſeas. 5 . 
25 Dutch have fond 10 eſſential an intereſt | in 4 | 
continuance of fiſheries, that they do give every poſſible 5 


encouragement to the proſecution of them. By inatten- 


boa, we loſt the ſway in the Greenland fiſheries, though — 
the firſt diſcoverers: : and, by _—_— we > have ſuffered Ls 


EY St. as it is at u preſent, ks. on upon the eaſt fide of the 

Shetland Iflands, from Wh nce the buſſes ſometimes follow the . 

berrings down the channel, till want of ſtores or other circumſtances 
= oblige them to return to the ge rendezyous off Braſſa Sound, 
in Shetland. 
3 north-weſt RY of Senden be as for a Dutch No 
” fiſhery, that of Ireland is much more ſo. Voyages from Holland 
by the Pentland Firth to the coaſt of Donnegal would require, upon 5 
an average, three or four weeks, beſides unavoidable dangers; 
while thoſe to the Shetland Iſles may be per formed, almoſt with 


- wy W in ten or twelve wo at fartheſt, 
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the Dutch to raiſe immenſe fortunes from our ſhores, 


by the herring fiſheries. Their uninterrupted poſſcſſion 
of that lucrative branch of traffic, was what originally 


gave birth to their now general commercial intercourſe, 


and conſequence, with every trafficking quarter of the 


| world. Our $sEAs WERE THEIR ORIGINAL MINES, 
as acknowledged by the Dutch, and may be ſeen on the 

face of one of their proclamations for the encouragement 
of the fiſheries, bearing date, anno 1624; they there 
call it their GOLDEN MINE, from which they have long 
derived a ſtaple commodity, to barter n RNs — 5 
other nations had to ſpare.” 


Sir Lucius Obrien juſtly obſerves, that ſince the 


firſt eſtabliſhment of the herring fiſhery, the Dutch have 
enjoyed the principal part of it; to this they ſtand in- 
debted for their freedom, having thereby been enabled to 
contend ſucceſsfully with the richeſt monarch and moſt 
powerful nation in Europe, and not only to defend them- 
ſelves, but during the courſe of a long war to beautify 
their country, fortify their cities, eſtabliſh a powerful 
Marine, and fix colonies in the moſt diſtant parts of the 
world; and in the midſt of all theſe expences to increaſe 
daily in wealth and ſplendour - and therefore it is not 
without reaſon that, by order of the ſtates, it is inſerted 
in the daily prayers offered up in their churches, that 
| God would be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs their land, and to 
| Preſerve to them the great and ſmall fiſheries. 
© The French too have benefited themſelves exceed- 
ingly by this trade, and yet theſe nations are obliged to 
| ſeek their fiſh on our coaſts, by a long and expenſive na- 
4 vigation in large ſhips, while providence bringeth them 
even to our doors; it might be expected we ſhould be 


«ble to take them at a much leſs expence by. boats, and. 


care them more perfettly on our ſhor * and yet . 
pb 
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jeſty's ſubjects have not yet been able to eſtabliſh this Glh- 


ery effect ually, probably from the poverty and neglect of 


the northweſt parts of Scotland and Ireland, to both of 
which countries every year comes as great an abundance 
of herrings, as to any part of the world, while the wretch- 
ed inhabitants have neither a ſtock of ſalt ſufficient to ſave 


even what they can catch, nor a ſufficient number of 


barrels to pack them in.” 


Coby of a 1 fem GeorRGE DexersrER, Eh. to Mr. 


Jonn ee N Fi 75 Curer in Perth, October 4 1785 


« Dear Sir, "H 


The moment 1 ſeat you the hint about pre- 
Lurie fiſh in ſnow and ice, I applied to Mr. Dalrymple 


(Alexander) for further particulars : I found he ſpoke by 
report. But the perſon is in England, and he has writ- 
ten to him. But it would ſeem to me, that with the ſpirit 

of inquiry and experiment of this age and this country, 
we ſhall ſpeedily exceed the Chineſe, as much in this as 


in a other arts. 


We know that heat 281 cold communicate Uheniſclves 
to adjoining bodies, till they are all at an equal degree 5 
of heat or cold, but ann to . ref 9 71971 


maſſes. 5 


60 Thus if a dody Ant 1 olb. * kas 8⁰ degrees 1 

0 Fey and another body of the ſame weight only 30 5 
degrees, and if they are put in contact, both bodies will 
ſoon be 535 degrees hot. But if the cold body be double 
weight, the heat of both will be proportionably leſs, and 

fo forth; on this principle I ſhould think it might be: ad- 
_ to depoſite falmon, When 1 in an 
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N 
lee bouſe, and cover thei over with ice. The falmon 
would ſoon be frozen, and in that ſtate they might be pre- 
ſerved in a tight dry chamber, in the hold of a veſſel, 
with a very ſmall proportion of ice or ſnow, perhaps not 
more than their own weight. And when there is any 
' anxiety about diſpatching the falmon ſoon, they might be 
ſplit, or cut in ſmall ſlices, before being put to freeze. 
If they are diſpatched in froſty weather, the object in 
that caſe would be, to let the air get free acceſs to them 
in the veſſel, which would anſwer all the purpoſes of ice 
or ſnow. 
There is ſo much reaſon in this way of conveying a 
delicate article like fiſh to a diſtant market, that it will 
be a pity to be diſcouraged, by a firſt and ſecond unſuc- 
ceſsful attempt. We know in all the frozen regions, 
_ poultry, and meas of every kind, is killed ſoon after the 
froſt ſets in, and uſed in very good condition occakionally 
through the winter. It would perhaps be no bad ſpe- 
ulation to ſend poaltry, eggs, and above all game in the 
fame way. It is the cuſtom here for fiſnmongers to - 


make preſents to their cuſtomers, of hares, and wood- = 


> cocks. They would be glad to find ſuch articles at Bil- 
lingſgate. The apartments in the veſſels might perhaps 5 
be lined with flag ſtones, being more retentive of cold 
than wood. Might not fruit, oranges, lemons, and ap- 


| ples, be brought back among the ſnow, or ice from Lon 
85 don, to good account, in the Winter time? Ia ſnort, 
this ſcheme ſeems to bid fair to open a new and 


very extenſive ſpecies of coaſting trade, not only with 
London, but between the whole northern and ſouthern 
parts of the iſland.” 2 J 
This experiment of ren REM by means of i ice, 
has proved very ſucceſsful. The fiſh are put into an ice- | 

- houſe 


— 
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5 hooks; as ſoon as they are caught; from thence they are. 


ſhipped for London in ſtrong wooden boxes, containing ſix. 
or ſeven ſalmon each. A board of ice is placed at the bot - 


tom, and on each fide of the box; this being done, the ſal - 


mon are placed upon one another, with a board of ice 


thus placed alternately between thick boards of ice, they 


will eat as freſh and ſweet as when they were i out 


of the water. 


. In my laſt journey s the North Highlands, 10 
informed at Banff, that the ſalmon are there bled at the 


8 thod | is coakdered as an improvement in SES 


8 | 5 of a a Letter on improving Morrlmds, from: Gronet 
DeursrER, Efg. at Bux ron, September 1784, # 1 15 


Jus GUTHRIE, Ext. 


The peak of Derby was ll very lately o 3 5 
heath, and is ſituated in ſo high a region, that the fer 
boats they ſow here, are at preſent, the 16th of September, 
only beginning to ripen, and will not be fit for cutting 
down theſe eight or ten days. From coal being plenty, 


there has been little of the turf carried away for fuel, 


ſio that by the gradual decay of the heath there is formel 
a ſort of turfy foil under the heath, in ſome places three 
or four feet deep, in general a foot or two, which has 
crxactly the appearance of our peat in Scotland, and would, 
I have no doubt, be equally combuſtible. At preſent 
the appearance of the peak is very much altered. Not 
only the vales ſeem very well cultivated, but the hills are 
fo alſo, Little heath is to be ſeen; the ground is encloſed 


with limeſtone walls, like the Galaway ſnap dykes, and 
theſe incloſures carry a very rich —é¼ graſs, 


between them, and another at the top of the box. Being 


gills as ſoon as they are hauled into the boats, which me- 
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* It muſt be of! importance to the farmers, and ſlill more 
to the proprietors of eſtates in Scotland, where there is 
ſo much heath, to know the means by which this change 


on the face of the peak of Derby has been effected in fo 
ſhort a ſpace of time. After a very minute inquiry, I find 


the following method has been generally purſued : The 


ground is firſt ſufficiently encloſed with a ſtone wall ; 


ſtone abounding for the purpoſe, every where. The en- 


cloſures are of very various ſizes, from two to one hundred 
acres. The heath is then covered with burnt lime, at 
the rate of one hundred horſe-loads the acre. A horſe- 
load conſiſts of ten pecks, or two buſhels and a half. The 
lime is laid down in little heaps, and when fallen by the 

| weather, is ſpread as equally as. poſſible over the field. 

The effects are perceived even in the firſt year, by its bs. 
gioning to deſtroy the heath, and bring up a ſweet-natural 


graſs. Every year the ſame effects increaſe, till in the 


courſe of five or ſix years the heath is entirely extirpated, 


and the field covered with good graſs. I have inſpected 


many fields, in all their different ſtates after liming, and [ 


have perceived the heath till remaining on the ground, 
but killed, as effectually as if it had been pulled vp by 


the roots. The price of the lime is about four-pence half- 
penny the horſeload. There are ſome farmers who put 
double the quantity above mentioned to the acre, and, as 
1 am informed, with great advantage to the ground, 
which is thereby ſooner freed from the heath, and clothed 
with a richer and cloſer pile of graſs. The worſt fields, 
Worth very little in their original ſtate, are let at various 
prices, from thirty to ten ſhillings an acre of yearly rent. 
-It has. been uſual alſo for ſome farmers to pare and burn 
the heath, ſow turnips, then barley, and hayſeeds, and after- 


wards to lime-their fields. But this ſyſtem is found not 


only much more | expenſive, but leſs profitable. The 
ſurface of the heath being broken by the plough, the lime 


#3 
is ſuppoſed to fink down too faſt into the ground. 1 
could not aſcertain the exact weight of a buſhel of lime 
ſhells. - But an ordinary horſe of the country carries two 


buſhels and a half of it, a one-horſe cart, ten buſhels, and 


a team of four or five horſes, about twenty five or thirty 
buſhels. Mr. Robert Longdon, of Buxton, who has im- 
proved a farm for himſelf of 300 acres in the Peak, in- 


forms me he has improved ſome land in the above deſcribed 
manner, but more frequently burns the heath, puts on 
about 120 load of lime, then harrows the land with a very 
heavy harrow, and ſowsit with about 24 buſhels of hay-ſeeds, 
by which he finds it comes more quickly into graſs, than by 
leaving the lime to conſume the heath gradually. He has 
alſo ploughed up the heath, and limed the land, and ſown 


hayſeeds without ſowing corn. I aſked bim how he 


would proceed with heathy land, where the clay and till 
was very near the ſurface, which is the caſe with many of 
the Scotch moors : In that caſe he ſaid he would burn the 
heath, if it were long enough, and put on lime, and ſow 
hayſeeds. If not long enough, he would lime, harrow, 


and ſow graſs n. but would not Plougb. 


Copies 4 To Letters on the above ſuljed, from Jauz? 5 
SurnxiE, EH. at BuxToN, May 30, and June 3. d 


1785, to GeorGE Drurs rx, EA. 


As to the i improvement of muirland j in this neighbours 


hand. the accounts you ſent me of it laſt year, gave me a 
great deſire to ſee it, but the weather ever ſince we came 
here has been ſo extremely cold and wet, I have never 


| yet been able ſufficiently to ſatisfy my curioſity, nor nor to 


| explore wy of the wonders of the Peak. 
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1 have however rode over the improvements made by 
Mr. Longden, for the Duke of Devonſhire, and ſaw 
the aſtoniſhing effects of lime, in deſtroying heath, and 
improving graſs. They are ſtriking in every ſtage, from 
the firſt year it is laid on, when the ground is worth no- 
thing, to the feventh or eighth, when the ſame ground 
lets at from ten to twenty ſhillings per acre, for paſture. 
However ardently I may wiſh to fee the ſame practice 
adopted in our own country, I fear we have few fitua- 
tions where it can be tried with the ſame proſpect of 
ſuceeſs. 
Our climate indeed needs be no bar to the experiment, 
for 1 know no part of Scotland colder, bleaker, nor 
later than the peak of Derby. At this moment the plain 
trees here are not farther advanced than they were in 


Angus a month ago, and the aſhes are ſtill as bare as at 


| Chriſtmas. Wherever the metamorphoſis of heath into 
6 paſture, has taken place without plowing, as far as I have 
ſeen , they have lime on the ſpot, without almoſt any ex- 
5 penee in quarrying. They build a kiln in the moſt cen- 
trical place of the field, at the expence of 40 or 50 thillings, 


and have coal to bring to it only a few miles off, at 2 


ſhillings the waggon load of three horſes at the coal-pit. 
With all theſe advantages I am informed it colts about | 
5 pounds per acre to lime in the quantity neceſſary = 
8 improve graſs, and to o deſtroy n it coſts a 8 
* N V — _ 
If I am right in my e hs Duke of Devon- 
ſhice has laid on 150 bolls of lime-ſhells, our barley mea- 
ene; per acre, on heath without any plowing or level- 
ling. As the experimental huſbandry of a Duke, may not 
be decifive | in the opinion of many, I have looked at the 


operations | 


— 
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ahi of ſome of his neighbours, wit have followed 
his example. They think that quantity neceſſary to van- 
quiſh heath, but where the ground will admit of paring, 
burning, and ſhallow plowing, juſt ſufficient to level and 

ſmooth the ſurface, a quantity equal to our hundred bolls 
of lime-ſhells will do; and that quantity is uſed by pro- 

prietors and farmers, not only upon new ground, but to 
improve old graſs lands. Corn never ripens here, and is 
therefore almoſt entirely excluded their — of huſ- 

bandry. 


As I faid before, I fear we cannot carry this polite | 
into Scotland, with the ſame proſpect of ſucceſs, becauſe 
I know no place where we have lime ſo cheap, and it does 

not appear to anſwer, when laid on in ſmall quantities. 
It is likewiſe a matter of doubt with me, if our muirs, 
which in general have a wet cold mortar or till at bot- 


tom, are of ſo improvable a nature as in Derbyſhire, 18 
where the bottom is lime- ſtone ; but wherever our muirs 


are dry, and in the neighbourhood of cheap: lime or ſhell : 

marle, the experiment ought to be tried. 5 

— return for the inſtruction they fornith us with i in 

point of liming muir grounds, I think we can give them 

a leſſon of planting them, which 1 is an unpardonable neg- 

le& in this cold, bleak country, where timber would _ 

thrive ſo well, and where they are in ſach want of ſhel- a 
ter. Notwithſtanding Dr. Johnſon's ſaeer at us for our 


tone hedges; I am ſure there are more e dykes i in Derby 1 
ſhire than in all Scotland. 1 5 5 5 = 


- 


„Thie 8 it ; would appear, has. not ſeen one half of 
2 Scotland. | 


of 


aa: „ 
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My Dear Sir, 
Tzis is the third letter I have the honour to « a 


dreſs to you ſince I came to this place, though by your 
favour of the 31ſt of May, which I received this day, I 


find none of them had then reached you. Indeed the poſt 


ſeems fo irregular and uncertain, that Lord Dalhouſie and 


1 have been threatening to drop all correſpondence till we 


leave Buxton. The letters we receive from Scotland are 


commonly nine or ten days old, and come here by the 


way of London. Our letters from thence are always three 
or four days old, and whether any letters wrote by us 


have ever left Buxton we know not, for we have never 
yet received an anſwer to any of them. 


We have ſtill extreme cold weather, and almoſt ice. 


fo rain, in ſpite of which I have been out ſarveying the 
Duke of Devonſhire's muirland improvements, but have 
not yet been ſo fortunate, as to meet with his improver 
Mr. Lonogden, though I have called upon him twice. 
= imagine he is ſo much haraſſed with viſits of that kind, 
that he does not chooſe to be at home. Our landlord Mr. 
5 Wheeldon, who | is a farmer too, rode over all the limed 
lands with me, but could give but a very imperfect | 
account of many things Longden could explain to me. 
I would be glad to ſee his method tried in Scotland, and 
ſhould have little doubts of its ſucceſs, but for the great 
difference in the quality of the muirlands of the Peak, 
and any part of Scotland that I am acquainted with. A 
field of heath I ſaw to day newly limed, I thought at firſt 
view looked by all the world like Lorns hill, The ſur- 


face quite black, and ſomething like coarſe red clay ap- 


peared below it in the bottoms of the cart and water 


tracks; 


[3 
tracks; but when 1 alighted to examine it, I found | it a 
mixture of clay and ſand, quite free of ſtones, and of a 


loamy quality. Though it has rained every day fince we 


came here, there was not a pool of water to be ſeen ; had 


it been of the nature of our cold mortar or till, it would 


have been all a puddle, 


4 genteel F amilies i in the Highlands are much 22 


from the want of yeaſt, the following receipt, communi· 


cated by Mr. DewesTER, will be found uſe ul. 


” Receipt to make perpetual Yeaſt, or Barm: Take rlb. of : 
flour (fine), make it the thickneſs of gruel with boiling 
water, add to it half a pound of raw ſugar, mix them 
well together, put three ſpoonfulls of well purified yeaſt 


into a large veſſel, upon which pour the above ingredients; 


they will ſoon ferment violently. Collect the yeaſt off E 
the top, and put it into a brown ſmall- neck'd pot, cover . 
it up from the air, keep it in a dry and warmiſh place; 

when uſed in part, replace with flour made into a thin 


paſte, and ſugar in the former proportions. I ſaw this 


| uſed after it had been five months made, No yeaſt is 


neceſſary except the firſt time. 


| Memorandums concerning the Pillage of LAWRENCE | 


Eink. * 


This * till the year 1 768, was 1 3 is called 


2 Kirktown, and conſiſted of ſix or ſeven houſes. 


. e 
90 Theſe important ebfirvations, written by Lord Gardenſtone, 
were communicated by George Dempſter, Eſq. They ſeem to have 
been drawn up chiefly for the peruſal of the Duke ef Athol, and a 
number of gentlemen, who are at preſent raiſing a conſiderable town 
| oo * 
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Its ſituation is in ſome reſpects advantageous, and it 
lies under ſome diſadvantages. It is placed in the heart 
of a populous, induſtrious country, in which the manu: 


factory of low-priced linen has been eſtabliſhed. It is alſo 


a ſtage on the great road from Perth to Aberdeen. There 
are adjoining fields very fit for bleaching, and well ſup- 


| plied with ſtreams and ſprings of water. Its chief diſad- 
: vantage is the difficulty and charge of being ſupplied with 

fuel, having no turf, and long land carriage of coal eleven 
miles on a road not yet very good from our ſea· port.— I 


was convinced that the benefits of ſituation joined to a 


ſpirit of induſtry duly encouraged, were ſufficient to fur- 
mount the difficulties, and in the ſaid year 1768, I em- 

barked in the project of a village ;—undiſmayed by various 

| loſſes and diſappointments, I have ſteadily perſevered, and 

can now with great pleaſure ſay, that this ſcheme has ſuc» 

ceeded on the whole beyond my moſt ſanguine hopes. 


Having planned the village ſtreet through a tract of 


very barren ground, . publiſhed advertiſements through 3 
- "whe country, that induſtrious ſettlers would meet with en- 
couragement. Very moderate promiſes to induſtry, ſuch as 


five guineas for the firſt four looms in any Wenrer' . 
houſe, were propoſed. „„ 


Lots of lands in the line of the village, for houſes and 


7 gardens were to be granted at the rate of {ixpence _ 
| fall, i. e. four pounds per acre; the ſettlers were not to 


on the Duke 8 eftate near Perth, called Stanley. Tei is to be wiſhed 
| that the liberal ſpirit, perceivable throughout the whole detail, and 


the good effects thereof, may open the eyes of of - 
lands whoſe narrow conduct has impeded the growth of towns 


and manufactures which they haye been attempting to rajſe upon 


their eſtates. 


harre 


1 


have feus but leaſes for one hundred years of their grounds 
for houſes and gardens. They might alſo have ſmall 
farms from two to five acres, at very moderate rent, with 
gradual riſes for an endurance of nineteen years with a ſur- 
vivancy to huſband and wife. Theſe ſmall farms were 
generally let at firſt for ten ſhillings per acre, with riſes up 
to fifteen, eighteen, and twenty ſhillings during the leaſe ; 
and according to the quality of the land. —The ſettlers 
were to build their own houſes, and keep them in repairs. 
In a few years I varied this plan, finding that it was 
not thought ſufficiently encouraging to ſettlers in the vil- 
 lage.—My view from the beginning was to make the peo- 
ple who ſettled in the village eaſy and independent, not 
| doubting that ſuch people would make my adjoining land 
valuable—I could not carry my land to the gates of a 
thriving town, but I could anſwer the ſame purpoſe by 
erecting and eſtabliſhing a thriving town in the heart of 
my land. —By this time I felt an agreeable zeal in the pro 
ject, and contracted a fond affection to the people as they 
| became inhabitants of my village.—7 have tried in ſome 
meaſure, a variety of the pleaſures which mankind purſue; 
but never reliſbed any ſo much as the Pleaſure _"_ ing Joon 
the progreſs of my village. . 
Upon my original plan as above explained, ſeveral —_ as 
and induſtrious tradeſmen, particularly weavers, made ſet- 
tlemeats in my village, with the long leaſes for their houſes 
and gardens, and with ſmall farms on the moderate leaſe. : 
| Theſe people appeared on a trial for ſome years to be con- 
tented and thriving.— They had been ſubtenants in the 
country, and were ſenſible that they had changed to a 
better condition. Vet one of them, a ſagacious fellow, and 
a great favourite, informed me that though he and the 
other ſettlers were well fatisfied, an opinion prevailed in 
——e * that my rents for houſes and garden were too 


7 3 high, —ͤñ 
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bigh, unleſs I was to grant fews in place of the long leaſes. 
I was firm in my opinion (and for many reaſons I am fo 
ſtill), that a leaſe for ſuch ſmall lots of ground, is a 
much more proper tenure and title, than the feudal in- 
veſtiture ;—But' upon this judicious hint, I reſolved to 
offer more encouraging propofals for ſettlers in the village. 

| Accordingly I publiſhed advertiſements through the 
country, that for encouraging of ſettlers in the village ina 
future, I was to grant leaſes of ground for houſes and 
_ gardens, at the rate of three pence per fall, io place of 


8 ſixpence, and that theſe leaſes were to be renewable for 


ever on payment at the end of every hundred years, of 
two years rent as a graſſim. At the ſame time in juſtice 
to my original ſettlers, I granted new an] to them on 
theſe advantageous terms, 
The effect of this meaſure. was ; popular wa "wht 
I could i imagine. In a few years the number of induſtrious 
inhabitants increaſed ſurpriſingly.—1 have always conſi- 
dered it as a material part of my plan, that the ſettlers 
muſt build their own houſes. This regulation proved a 
real teſt of ſome merit in every ſetiler, and effectually ex- 
cluded the idle and deſtitote, who infeſt many of our vil- 
| lages.—In fact, every tradeſman who has been able to 


clear his way by building proper houſes, cultivating his 
garden ground, and putting in good order his little farm 


(all incloſed), is happy, and thriving beyond what they can 


be in neighbouring towns, where they can farm no more 


dy induſtry, and pay high rents for houſes and ſhops, 
| without the precious accommodation of garden grounds 


and ſmall farms. One of my tradeſmen poſſeſſes his houſe 
and an ample garden of 40 falls, for a rent of ten ſhillings. | 
In the neighbouring towns of Montroſe or Brechin, he 

would 
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would pay from ſix to ten times that rent, for worſe ac- 
commodation in houſes only. 

For ſeveral years I adhered ſtriftly to another falutary 
rule, that I gave no aids in credit or money to any of the 
ſettlers, till he had made conſiderable progreſs in his own 
ſettlement, and till I had ground to be ſatisfied of his 
prudence and induſtry. I then in many caſes advanced 
moderate aids in money upon ſecurity for ſome years with- - 
out intereſt, It is remarkable that as long as I did adhere 
to this rule, the money was in every inſtance well laid out, 
and has actually been repaid. 5 
My rage for advancing the village, grew too frong for 
theſe prudential regulations : I was induced to embark 
with ſeveral ſplendid projectors, by whom I ſuffered con- 
ſiderable loſſes; I had an undertaker for a linen manu- 
factory from the North,. —a ſtock ing weaver from Edin- 
burgh; and from London, I had a very flattering pro- : 
jector of a printing field. — Theſe different ſchemes went 
on for ſeveral years upon my credit, and to a large extent, 
They all in the end miſcarried, and I by coſtly experience 
learned my error in departing from my original regulation, 
to give no aid in money or credit, except to thoſe who 
once ſettled themſelves, and appeared from their conduct, 
to deſerve aſſiſtance in a courſe of thriving. 
1 muſt however advert, that in my dealings with thoſe 
kb adventurers, I happily adhered to my other 
hw regulation, that every ſettler muſt build his own 
| houſes, and from this circumſtance, I derived a very ſub- 
ſtantial relief of my loſſes : Every one of the three pro- 
Fedor built very good houſes for their ſeveral undertax- 
' ings. © Theſe houſes ſerved to induce good ſettlers, who 
now thrire and pay | ſufficienr rents, 


” 


5 accommodate new ſettlers, who now offer more than ever, 
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| About fix or ſeven years ago, ſo many people had ſettled 
in the village ; that my land for the ſmall adjoining farms 
was exhauſted.—l1 found this to be an obſtacle in its fur- 
ther progreſs for ſome time: to remedy this, having ſtill 
ground for village lots of houſe and garden, I made 
public advertiſements, that future ſettlærs who ſhould build 
and make out their garden in any village lot, without any 
farm, ſhould be entitled to poſſeſs free of rent for the firſt 
| ſeven years. This encouragement had the intended _ 
and now my ground for village lots is alſo exhauſted ; 
ſo that I am obliged to treat with my tenants for land to 


on account of our excellent bleach- field * eſtabliſhed 
by a very opulent company. 
I ſhall be very happy it His Grace the Duke of Athol 
can diſcover any material information from theſe looſe 
1 hints, that may conduce to promote his generous and 
public ſpirited deſigns. —7 heartily wiſh all our men of 
| family and fortune had the good ſenſe and taſte to purſue , 
fach objefts,—in place of riot, gambling, races, and a great 
| fart of their politics. 
lo omitted to mention that after my village h had increaſed : 
to above ſeventy houſes, and contained above five hundred 


: | fouls, I obtained the King's charter, by which it was 


erected, a free and independent burgh of barony, with 


powers to elect magiſtrates, and right to an annual fair hs 


and weekly market —The ſubſtance of their charter 3 


printed, and ſubjoined to a ſmall pamphlet, entitled, 


Letters to the people of Laurence Kirk, which contains 
well. meant admonitions, and has had a good effece. 


| community, I aſſiſted them to frame certain fundamen- _ 


_. 


After the eſtabliſhment of the village into a burgh and 2 5 


*, 
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tal, yet ſhort and ſimple bye laws, of which copies tall 
be ſent to the duke. That they might have ſome fund 
for public uſes, I granted an obligation on me and my 

ſucceſſors, to pay their treaſurer ten pounds ſterling yearly, 
and they taxed themſelves in one penny per fall, of the 
village lots, —ſo that they have an income of about thirty 
pounds yearly, which will increaſe : = ſhall allo ſend o 
his grace a copy of a village leaſe. 5 


Beſides the errors I have already confeſſed, I — not 
omit to mention two others. 1ſt, Before I began I did 


not conſiderately form a proper plan of the village — 


| The ſtreet is much too narrow and long; in the line of it 
no room is left for ſquares.—2dly, In meaſuring off rhe 
won for village lots, I ought to have given no more 
room in front than was ſufficient for their dwelling houſes 
and ſhops. —This error has occaſioned various and now 


obvious inconveniences of office houſes, and unoccupied - 
| ground. to the ſtreet. 3 


Extract ow a Diſcourſe on the 0 of — 
= Stations, or ſmall Towns, in the HiGaL ans of 
SCOTLAND, and the HEBRIDE ESLANDS. b Jun 
| KnoxF 4 


The attention of all 3 Ntates his gener ally 


been directed to ſuch objects of national utility, as contri- CE 
buted to aſſiſt nature, and to ny. the EY * of RE 


the people. 
The courſes of rivers have been directed! into new "TY 
nels ; e navigations, of conſiderable length and di- 


Read to an open Committee of the Highland Society at London, 9 


vy their Secretary, March 28, 1786, as mentioned in page 77 of 
the . 


; menſions, pies 


. e 
menſions, have been opened from ſea to ſea, through 
ſeemingly unſurmountable difficulties: even the ocean itſelf 
has been bounded; and, in many parts, the oer of 
nature has undergone a total change. 

Immenſe tracts of deſart land have been brought into 
cultivation; and regions, which ſerved only to give ſhelter 
to the wild animals, became, through the perſevering 


hand of man, the ſeats of populous cities, of ſclence, and | 


of refinement. 
| Theſe great efforts of human induſtry were rightly: con- 
Gdered as the ground-work of manufactures, of commerce, 
and whatever contributed to the general welfare of com- 
munities, and to the firevgth of nations. Of this, the 
annals of ancient, as well as of modern times abound in 
examples, The works of antiquity were, however, 


effected by potent empires, in the meridian of their glory; 5 


but thoſe of latter times, and ſome of them within the 
memory of man, have been generally undertaken and car- 
ried on by nations juſt emerging from obſcurity, as Ruſſia 
and Ireland, whoſe ſudden tranſition, from a ſtate of rude 
nature to that. ſtation which renders them reſpectable i in 
the eyes of mankind, has been the reſult of e = 
application, both in the legiſlature and individuals, as 
well as of liberal aids from the public revenue, without 


which, no objects of great national concern can de mn 


tually e 4 
It would ſeem alſo, by the exertions and the liberal 
grants of other European ſtates, as France, Auſtria, and 
Pruſſia, that a ſpirit of internal improvement, has, with- 
In the preſent century, wiſely pervaded the greateſt part 
of Europe, while the eſſential intereſts of Britain have 
been, in a great meaſure, ſacrificed to deluſive ſchemes 
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of commercial monopoly, at the diſtance of three thouſand 
miles from the centre. 

Immediately after the Reſtoration, when peace y good 
humour were reſtored to this kingdom, the active genius 
of the people led them to colonization in the wilds of 
North America, upon the idea of raiſing new cuſtomers 
for their manufactures and merchandize, while a third 
part of their native and very — * remained 

in a ſtate of nature. | 

"This was particularly the condiien of the Northern part 
of the iſland : the Lowlands exhibited almoſt one general 

ruin, owing to the civil and religious commotions which 
had diſtracted that unhappy country, from the death of 
James V. in 1542 to the Reſtoration in 1660, and which 
2 did not finally ſubſide till the Revolution in 1688, 
During theſe diſtreſsful ages, and almoſt down to the 
preſent day, the more remote diſtricts of Scotland, called 
the Highlands, remained nearly in the ſtate in which a 
ture had formed them; a terra incognita, deemed unwor⸗ 
thy of notice, and ene of deing rendered uſeful to ” 
= Government, or the Public. 
Such was the half. improved ſtate of theſe — | 
when it was reſolved to extend the lines of empire, by in- 
cluding an immenſe continent, lying on the oppoſite fide 
of the Atlantic, by which it was affirmed, that England 
: would derive not only great wealth, but alſo - greater de- 
gree of ſtrength and national importance. —— 
Iz ſupport of this new ſyſtem, the coloniſts were © per- 
mitted to ſupply the mother- country with ſhipping, and 
to become in a certain degree its carriers. All American- 
duilt ſhips were to be admitted into our ports, with all 
the privileges of Britiſh : but the Britiſh ſhips, when they 
arrived in America, were burdened with tonnage duties 
-and other ex pences, from which the colony- built veſſels. 


were exempted. The ſame partiality extended to Ame- 
_ricag 


= 
 rican ſeamen, who, in all the ſubſequent wars, were not 
able to be preſſed into the naval ſervice, which, conſe- 
quently, threw the whole burden of that ſervice upon the 
merchants and mariners of the mother country. 
This ſyſtem of colonization, begun and carried on at | 
the expence of Great Britain, was warmly, but ineffectu- 
ally oppoſed by ſome able politicians of the laſt century; 
particularly by Sir Joſiah Child and Doctor Davenant, 
| Whoſe predictions have been too completely fulfilled, with 
the additional mortifying circumſtance, which they could 
not have imagined, that our new cuſtomers have coſt this 
country above one hundred and fifty millions, in ſupport- - 
ing their civil eſtabliſhments ; in bounties on the Ameri- : 
can produce; in defending the colonies againſt the Indian 
depredations, and the incroachments of the French; and, 
finally, in an unſucceſsful —_ to retain their alle- 
giance. ns : 
--: The effects of this 3 have nd all FEY 
: tions of men, and afforded ample matter for political de- . 
clamation, both in parliament, and out of it. 
wy Let us colonize in America, by which we ſhall be en- . 
riched, was the language of the laſt century. Let us 


abandon that diſtant country, by which we have been im- 


poveriſhed, is the language of the preſent day. Let us 
look at home, improve and ſtrengthen the centre, is happily 


the favorite topic of mankind, of whatever deſcription or 5 


5 party, from one end of the ifland to the other. ; 
While this patriotic ſpirit predominates in the nation, 
and while Government are ſtrongly diſpoſed to co- operate 


with the wiſhes of the people, there is reaſon to hope, 


| that our envied iſland will ultimately profit by its misfor- ; 
tunes, 


1 ed. It is owing to the happy ſituation of Great Britain 


WT. 
tunes, and riſe with additional ſplendour from its appa- 's 
rent ruins. 


When all the hitherto neglected ſources of eqricultnee, 
manufactures, commerce, and fiſheries, ſhall be brought 
forward, and when every pound expended on theſe great 
objects ſhall annually, and for a perpetuity, realize many 

pounds, enthuſiaſm itſelf falls ſhort in its ſpeculative eſti- 
mates of the height to which Great Britain _wy yet ar- 

rire. 3 
— contemplating theſe ſubjeQts, it naturally occurs, that 
the objects which contribute moſt effectually to the 
i ſtrength of the navy, ſhould take the lead in the arrange- 

ments of future operations. The ſtrength of the Navy 
depends chiefly on the extent of our maritime coaſt ; the 
number of people who inhabit that coaſt ; and the nature 
of the buſineſs on which they are moſt generally employ- 


in. theſe reſpects, that we have been able to fit out ſuck | 


mighty armaments, and to carry on an almoſt unequalled 


commerce over a great part of the habitable world. By 


Fe confederacy of naval powers, may far exceed the uſual 


| theſe, the Britiſh name is known and reſpected among 


the ſavage, as well as the civilized nations. But, as the 


force which may hereafter be brought againſt us, by a 


magnitude of our armaments, it ſeems indiſpenſably ne- 5 


ceſſary to take a ſurvey of our native coaſts, and to bring 
forward a proportionable increaſe of ſtrength from parts, 


which, during the rage for territory in the weſtern hemi- 
ſphere, were totally overlooked. 


The coaſt of Great Britain comprehends nearly ——_— 


| thouſand miles, of which about four hundred miles, in 


the northern part, are not furniſhed with a n. har- 


25 C 96 
bour, or place where a ſhip in, diſtrefs can be ſupplied 
with an anchor, cable, or fail. From the want of theſe 
materials, and of perſons to repair the damages occaſioned 

by ſtreſs of weather, or other cauſes, many valuable lives, 
as well as veſſels and cargoes, are loſt to theſe kingdoms. 
From a coaſt ſo ill provided in whatever relates to naviga- 
tion, the royal navy cannot be furniſhed with the neceſſary 
ſupplies of ſeamen and carpenters, when called for, by the 
emergencies of the ſtate. 
| To this great line of coaſt on the main-land of the High- 
| lands, is to be added the circumference of the principal 
Hebride Iſlands, making fix hundred miles; the whole, 
one thouſand miles; on which there is only the ſmall town 
of Stornoway, in the Hebrides; and the inconſiderable 
places called Thurſo, Wick, and Dornoch, on the eaſt. 
| fide of the main-land, being conſiderably leſs than one 
town, or rather village, | to _ two hundred and * ; 
miles. ES 5 
T The number of people . che whole coaſt, in - 
cluding the iſles, may amount to two hundred thouſand, 
or two hundred for each mile; beſides one hundred thou- 
ſand inhabiting the glens and interior parts of the main- 
land, who, were the coaſts in a flouriſhing ſtate, would 
reſort thither in great numbers annually, inſtead of emi- 


grating with their wives and children to diſtant regions, 


from whence few eyer return; and the nation thereby ſuſ- 


rains a conſtant drain of perſons, who, from their bravery 8 
in war, their hardineſs, agility, temperance, ſimplicity gf 
manners, and domeſtic qualities, it would be highly ex- 8 


2 2 to retain on their native foil.* 1 


Nature ; 
© Extraf of Letter A the Weſt Highlands, Mar , 1786. 
1 — — has been at Greenock, to engage a tranſport to 


carry ihe Knoidart people to Canada ; there are already, at leaft, 


before them; this will form a chain of emigration 


„ 
Nature has pointed out, in ſtriking characters, the 
means whereby that coaſt might be rendered ſubſerviene 
to the great purpoſes of the navy, as the primary object; 
beſides the advantages that would ariſe ta manufactures 
and commerce, from the eſtabliſhment of a thriving, po- 
pulous colony in theſe extreme parts of our iſland. 
The generalicy of people who inhabit theſe ſhores have 
a ſtrong propenſity to a ſea life, particularly to fiſheries; 
and no country in the known world is better ſituated for 
extending that branch on every fide, and at all ſeaſons of 
the year. It is an eftabliſhed fact, that the Northern 
Ocean is the grand receptacle of fiſh in endleſs varieties, 
and in ſuch numbers as to exceed the powers of imagina- 
tion to conceive. Some of the leſſer ſpecies multiply by 
thouſands, as the herring ; others by millions, as the cod- - 
fim. Of theſe, and other fiſhes, as ling, tuſk, had- 


dock, the coaſts of Scotland, and more eſpecially of the 


Highlands, have a double ſupply: firſt, the home or na- 


| tive fiſh, which propagate on the coaſt through the whole 
| year; and, ſecondly, the great annual migrations from 


the northern latitudes within the Arctic Circle, which, 


” after paying the Britiſh kingdoms a _—p— viſit, _ 
againloſt in the immenſity of the ocean. 


| three hundred paſſengers nad, and it is thought that there will 
de many more. The veſſel is to be at the ifle of Oranſy the be- 
ginning of June, Theſe people, when once they ſettle in Canada, 8 
will encourage others, as they are now encouraged by ſome friends 
it is thought 
the country will be converted into a ſheep walk. Should this grow 
| general, and our gallant Highlanders deſert us, J fear all the ſheep 
that can be introduced and reared will forms” in their ſtead, "on y "if 
ſorry defence againſt our enemies. 
The number of people that embarked, amounted to 550. a 
this time, June 1781, 70000 acres of land are advertiſed to be ler 


upon the eſtate of Ardnamarchan, on the lame coaft. 
© Philoſophical Tranſactions. 
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The fiſheries carried on at preſent by the northern in- 
| habitants conſiſt of the home fiſhery immediately upon 
their ſhores, ahd in the lakes and bays, by which theſe 
ſhores are every where indented, from one to twenty miles 
within land. The varieties moſt uſually caught on theſe 
ſhores are herrings, white-fiſh, flat-fiſh, mackarel, dog- 
fiſh, and ſeals. Shell-fiſh alſo abounds, but is much neg- 
lected, excepting lobſters for the London market; oyſters, 
which are ſometimes burnt unopened for manure to the 
land; and leſſer fiſh, which are ſold to the inhabitants 
of the before · mentioned towns, at an incredible low price. 
| Secondly, there is a diſtant fiſhery for herting, cod, 
ling, and tuſk, around the Shetland Illands on the north- 


1 eaſt, and Iceland on the north-weſt ; both of which ſta- 


tions are regularly frequented by many veſſels from tbe 

maritime kingdoms of Europe; while the ſhare which the 

Scots have in this diſtant fiſhery i is little more than a name; 
nor have they been able to carry on even the home fiſhery 


to any conſiderable extent, comparatively to what that 


fiſhery admits of. Still leſs is the ſhare that has fallen to E 
the lot of the poor native Highlanders, on whoſe imme- 
diate ſhores, perſons from diſtant parts make their annual 


FO captures. Whereas, by improving theſe fiſheries, and by 


a continued ſucceſſion of fiſhing and failing, theſe northern 
ſhores would be ready at all times to furniſh a very power- 
ful ſupply of excellent ſeamen ; ; but, ia the preſent ſtate 


of the country, no effectual exertions can be made, even 5 


in that fiſhery which its lakes and bays afford. Here i is a 
conſiderable body of people without capital, and a coaſt 
without towns where the natives can be ſupplied with nets, 
caſks, ſalt, hooks, lines, and proviſions.— Here are no 


. places where tiſhers, women and children, from diſtant : 
- 2 — — party, 
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bam can be accommodgted with lodgings, either while 
in health or in ſickneſs. The inhabitants of theſe ores 
have but ſcanty dwellings to themſelves, and are equally 
Ill provided in neceſſaries for the accommodation of per- 
ſons who would flock thither in the fiſhing ſeaſons. 
This deplorable ſtate of the Highlands having been 
lately repreſented in ſtrong colours to the feelings and ſeri- 
ous attention of the public, and the increaſe of ſeamen be- 
ing alſo an object of great national importance, the legiſ- 
lature has already entered upon the ſubject of promoting 
the northern fiſheries, and of removing ſeveral impedi- 
ments, which have hitherto retarded their progreſs. Other 
objects of a ſimilar nature are now in contemplation,— 
But no laws, however judicious, no regulations, however 
expedient, can extend and ſecure a permanent fiſhery and 
1 5 nurſery of ſeamen upon theſe ſhores, unleſs the public 


ſhall, at the ſame time, accommodate the natives, and . 
thoſe who may be diſpoſed to come among them, with 5 


babitations and lodgings, upon or near the moſt frequented 
| fiſhing grounds, and where theſe perſons may be furniſhed 
with the neceſſaries of lite, and all the materials for boat- 

nn fiſhing, packing, and curing. 7 
This implies the eſtabliſhing of Nine STAT1ONs, 
dr fmall FREE Towns, in the moſt eligible ſituations, 


both on the mainland, and on the Hebride Iſlands, which 
front the extenſive line of weſtern coaſt at greater or leſs 
| diſtances, and where the ſhoals of herrings paſs, in their 


annual migrations to the ſouth, filling ſometimes one lake, 


ſometimes another; which fiſhery, were the natives bet- 


ter accommodated, would prove a ſource of great national 
wealth; employ thouſands of indigent people of both 
| ſexes; and bring forward into the line of active, uſeful 

© ED — 


| noo J | 


iaduſtry, a country that compoſes a fifth part of Great 
Britain. 

With a view to theſe important objects, as well as to 
the nurſery of ſeamen, I formerly propoſed that the pub- 
lic ſhould erect, by way of experiment, ſome ſtations on 
the weſt coaſt of the main-land, each ſtation or town to 
be compoſed of fifteen or twenty ſmall houſes; beſides 
ſome public works neceſſary for ſhipping and fiſheries. 

But the ſtate of the national finances, and the uncertainty 
of the ſources neceſſary for the exigencies of Government, 
did not at that time afford much reaſon to expect imme - 
diate aſſiſtance, and theſe diſtreſſed countries of the High- 
lands have conſequently remained in latu quo. 1 
In this dilemma, ſome gentlemen, who are members of | Ty 
the Houſe of Commons, have ſuggeſted the idea of raiſing 
a fund by means of a general ſubſcription ; ; and, as all 
degrees of people in Great Britain will be more or leſs 
| benefited by this maritime colony within our own iſland, 
it may be ed that gentlemen ot affluence and pub- 
lic ſpirit will come forward upon this occaſion, and merit 
| the appellation of— TAE FRIENDS OF THEIR COUNTRY. 
By thus planting a coaſt of one thouſand miles with 
5 hardy, intrepid ſeamen, any hoſtile deſigns 0 
7 will be fruſtrated ; their formidable armaments, inſtead of „ 
annoying our commerce and diſtant ſettlements, will 3 
permitted to remain in their dock-yards probably for many 
Fears: during which ſeaſon of peace and ſecurity, com- 
merce and manufactures will flouriſh ; adminiſtration will 
be enabled to put the public burdens into a train of re- 
demption, and have leiſure to proſecute ſuch meaſures _ 
of national policy as my from time to time be found? 
| —— | we 


— 


2555 


« _— > > 
* * — = ET 
* 8 n woe —ñS.3g — — => = 
— wenne 3 * n . f 
* 


18 7} 


To theſe negative advantages, which will in a great 
meaſure flow from this new eſtabliſhment, may be added 
the ſaving of ſeventy, eighty, or one hundred millions, 
the uſual ex penditures upon every ſeven years war; com- 
pared to which, the expence of the propofed towns will 
be mere fractions. Every war entails upon the ſubjea a 
long train of heavy taxes; but the meaſure now propoſed 
requires only a trifle, for a time, from thoſe who are able 
to advance it; and which, inſtead of taxes, will raiſe 
thouſands of new cuſtomers for manufactures of broad- 
cloth, woollens, hardware, cutlery, and an endleſs aſſort- 
ment of leſſer articles, for which England is famed. 
Sir Charles Whitworth's s Commercial Fables ſtate, the 
annual exports from England to Scotland, previouſly to 
the Union of the two Kingdoms in 1707, at 65,345l. 
At preſent there are good grounds for ſuppoſing they have 
= Increaſed thirty- fold in value, being nearly 2, 00, ol. 
5 Were the northern fiſheries improved, and the people 
fully employed, the exports to that diviſion of the d. Lo | 
f dom would increaſe proportionably. = FF... 
| Theſe are the grounds on which we entertain a hope, OT 
that the members of the Highland Societies of London . 
and Edinburgh, and other noblemen and gentlemen, will 
ſubſcribe to this plan, and thereby enable a ſufficient num- 
ber of gentlemen of rank and fortune to enter, as truſ- 3 
5 tees or directors, upon the buſineſs of treating with the e | . 
7 proprietors of lands, and with workmen for erekting — 
tain ſmall plain buildings by ' __ OL DR. 


The Deſcription of the Maritime Parts of 1 the Highlands, e 
and of the Hebride 7 les ; with the propoſed Plan of the 3 

Villages, which were added to the above di courſe, a are copied 

in the ve — of this Volume, page 95. 


AAract of the Ad for incorportting the Britiſh Society, 
* THE preamble ſtates the great want of improvement 


in fiſheries, agriculture, and manufactures, in the High- 
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lands and iſlands of North Britain—The prevalence of 
emigration, from the want of employment in thoſe parts 
---The proſpect of a new nurſery of ſeamen, by the 
eſtabliſhment of fiſhing towns and villages in that quar- 
ter---The a& therefore declares, that the perſons therein 
named, and every other perſon or perſons who ſhall there. 


after become proprietors of the joint ſtock mentioned 
therein, ſhall be a diſtinct and ſeparate body politic and 


corporate, by the name of the Britiſh Society for extending yy 


A 


on 


1 


* | 


© the Fiſheries and improving the Sea Coafts of this Kingdom 
That the ſaid ſociety may raiſe a capital joint ſtock not 
| « exceeding. one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds, to 
be applied to purchaſin g or otherwiſe acquiring lands and 
« tenements in perpetuity, for the building thereon, and on 


no other land whatever, free towns, villages, and fiſhing 


« 'ſiations---That the joint ſtock ſhall be divided into 


ſhares of fifty pounds each---That no one perſon ſhall i in 


his or her name poſſeſs more than ten ſhares or 5ool. e 


---That the ſociety ſhall not borrow any ſum or ſums of 
money whatſoever---That the ſums to be advanced for this | 
_ undertaking, and the profits ariſing therefrom, ſhall be 


divided proportionably to the ſums ſubſcribed ; and that 


no perſon ſhall be liable for a larger ſam than he or ſhe 
mall have reſpectively ſubſcribed- That one or two ſhares 
ſhall entitle to one vote and no more, in perſon or by 

proxy, at all meetings of Proprietors ; three or four 
ſhares, to two votes; five, fix, or ſeven ſhares, to three 
votes; eight or nine ſhares, to four votes; and ten ſharts, 

to five votes and no more---That more perſons than one 
inclining to hold in their joint names one or more ſhares, 
Thall-be entitled to vote, by one of ſuch perſons, according 


2 to the priority of their names, or by proxy---That bodies 


corporate ſhall. vote by proxy under their ſeal- That all 


« perſons holding proxies ſhall be proprietors, and that no 
done 


1 | 
one perſon ſhall hold more than five votes by proxy That 
the affairs of the ſociety ſhall be managed by a go- 
vernor, deputy governor, and thirteen other directors, to 
be elected annually, on the 25th of March, from among 
the proprietors of the ſociety, holding at leaft one full ſhare, 
by ſigned liſts of their names to be tranſmitted by the pro- 
prietors to the ſecretary of the ſociety--That five pro- 
prietors, not being governor, director, or other officer, 
ſhall be in like manner annually elected to audit the ac- 
counts of the ſociety---That there ſhall be one general 

meeting of the proprietors annually, on the 25th of March 
---That occaſional genecal meetings ſhall be called on the 
requeſt of nine or more proprietors - That the general 5 
meetings of the proprietors ſhall make all bye-laws and con- 1 
ſtitutions for the government of the ſociety, and for the | 
: good and orderly carrying on of the buſineſs of the ſame | 
That no transfer ſhall be made of the ſtock of the ſo- =, 
ciety for three years, from the loth of Auguſt 1786--- EY 
That the caſh of the ſociety ſhall be lodged in the Bank of — 
England, Bank of Scotland, or the Royal Bank of Scot- 2 ol 
land---That no director, proprietor, agent, or officer of 
the ſociety, ſhall retain any ſum or ſums of money in his 
hands beyond the ſpace of thirty days, on any account 
whatſoever- That all payments by the ſociety ſhall be 
made by drafts on the ſaid banks, under the hands of the 
governor or deputy governor, counterſigned by the ſecre- 
tary or his deputy, and two or more direQors---And that 
the books in which the accounts of the ſociety ſhall be kept, : 
5 © ſhall be open to all the proprietors.” 8 
such being the powers which the legiſlature has nets 
e granted to the ſociety for the attainment of the important ob- 
_ JeRsof theirinſtitution, the directors cannot entertain a doubt 
of the countenance and fupport of every real well-wiſher to the 
proſperity, Aronglh, and honour of Great Britain, 


Ly 


Lis of the Directers and other Officers, elected on the 121th of 
—_— 1786, and re-elefed on the 26th 4 March . 
| _ GOVERNOR, 
His Grace the Duke of a 
DEPUTY GOVERNOR, 
The e Right Honourable the Earl of Breadalbane. 
DIRECTORS, 
The Moſt Honourable the Marquis of Graham, 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Moray, 
Tae Right Honourable the Earl of Abercorn, 
The Right Honourable the Earl Gower, 
The Right Honourable Lord * 
Sir Adam Ferguſſon, Baronet, M. P. 
Henry Beaufoy, Eſq, M. P. 
Iſaac Hawkins Browne, Efq. M. P. 
John Call, Eſq. M. P. Ys 
George Dempſter, Eſq. "9 
F. H. Mackenzie, Eſq. M. P. 
Neil Malcolm, Efq. 1 
8 William Wilberforce, Eſq. M. r. 


AUDITORS, 
| Sir Robert Herries, Kut. 
Alexander Anderſon, * 
Duncan Campbell, Eſq. 
William Grant, Efq. 
1 Alexander Pringle, Eſq. 5 
5 SECRETARY, 
John Mackenzie, Eſd. 


T he total amount of ſubſcriptions i in | May 1787, was 
rwenty five thouſand pounds; z of which ſum, the Author of 
thefe ſheets procured, chiefly in the remote parts of the king- 
dom, four thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy five pounds, 
between July 1786 and February . 
A call of ten per cent. has been made by the DireQtors, 
which, after defraying the expences of the act of i incorpora- 


tion, and other incidental diſburſements, was lodged agree- 
ably to the act of parliament. 
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